
CIRCULAR 

No. 60. · 25th Sept. 1953. 

Addre-ss~ Room 110, 3rcl Floor, Victorian R8.ilways Institute­
FliJ:ld.ers Street, Mel bourne. 

HALF,~YE~J GE~NERAL J:IEETTI\i"G. AUGUST 28. 

At this meeting the following amendment to the constituti.on was 
moved and carried. by a 60 per cent ·, majority ~r-

Amendment to Clause · lO (c) which will now read~ 

n 10 (c). A . bi-monthly General VIeeting shall be 
held in the last week of each second month for 
the tranSB.Ction Of general business. n 

As a result of this tour next meetings for cseneral 1Jusiness will 
occur in October, December and February. · EJq;er±ence has shown that 
the December meetings are not well attended and a quorum is nev~r 
reached, so that members are reminded thc.t the O~ober meeting will ­
b~~ the la~t 1)~?-ness me.et?.-E._<$ __ l?e~s>-~~ the ~~~~a~~J::(e~-.~~pg ~ _F-eoFU.a:ff; 

NOTEg Friday, 30 October, is an Extra-Ordinary General l\ieeting 
to .elect a social secretary, m de necessary b3r the resig­
nation of ourformer secretary 9 Win :Dryden. 

FIELD STlf.DY OF SEk CCS: 

On Saturday afternoon, 3rd October, we are to have a lecture 
at Warrandyte given by Messrs. Ian e,nd Ron ~r'lallace, who vrill use 
live specimens to demonstrate how to cope vd. th snakes while in the 
bush ancl how to tree.t snake-bite quickly. Safety pro ecautions will be 
:taken. 

· Pla<?.e of ~ie~ting. At 2.45 pm 9 we meet at Warrandyte, corner of 
Harri·s Gully Road, on the ].Iel bourne- Warrandytc 13us Route, near th.e 
Footbi ll and Recreation Ground. The demonstr2,tion Hill take ~)J.a ce 
in Atl .. <terson Rre d ( road to Gold ;:remorial) some short distance away 
from the meeting place. 

Bus from Wright~ s Tourist J5ure8.u - 2 pm 

(as above • 
or Train to Ring'Vvooc1 end JJus to Footba.ll Ground 

Arrangement ~ illnil Slade. 
A:fter the demonstration, nbilly tea :: vvill be available. 1Ve also 

welcome some Girl Guides from the district who e..re coHing along . 

•:·7illie, \vearing one of his bri.:sht nevv sashes, 
Fel~ i,nto the fire. and was burnt to ashes, 
And now, even though the room zrovvs chilly • 
I haven't the heart to poke }JOOr Willie." 
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! fE'iv MEr~~: . We · are happy to welcome the following new I.Iembers :L~ 

:BERYL1'IAUD H.ASOFr, 144 Hi?;h Street, Prahran, -(};) LA.3549 • 
. · JOSEPH FRA.fii~ CUL::~:LL, 9 T-Iel bourne Street, Murrumbeena, S .E. 9 • 
. RONALD J..LVA :i:~.:IF;·G, 226 South Boad, _East :nrighton S, 6 o 

- · (b) JYIX .124-l -:-~xt ~'"echanical Drawtn.g 
Office. 

MARG·A.tl.ET RUSTOI:_, 191 Glen Iris Hoacl, GJ_en Iris. (p" BL.2920 •. 
( 1) ) J\T.B • 2771 0 . 

CHAI'"tGE OF AJJDHESS: 
LAUHIE COLI~S, ;1 Sunnybanl-~n 9 High J?oint Crescent, I~l tham 

· (b) · MY 240 Ext 210, 
--J~~'\I<):.J:~TTj~ ASYLAITD, 0/-~ Y.'7,G.A~, 161 G-orc:_on ::=_;treet, Footscray. 
(_TOYCE EDGEClE '~ ;E ', - C/·~ Y • \l• C •. A. 1 161 Gordon Street 9 I'ootscray. 

S R_Q_IA.IJ~ OT~S -~ 

The club's heartiest con{;r::\tu.l:-',tions to ~~ric Scul t.hoi':~Je UJ)On his· 
engagement to Verna Hedger. 

The olulJ also extencts its best Vfishes to '.fin Dryden e,nc1 L.~a.x Downes 
who Yrere married on the 29th. August • ~ and to L(P.rgaret Dnrl::> 2,ncl Jock 
Lovv who were marl ... ied on the 19th Se.;)tember. 

Brian Wilcher has returned to nthe old dart •: for a short visit, fly-­
ing · by Constello,tion o,nd stOlJ~~)ing ot'f lor a weeJ:: 1 s holio.as· in Italy. 
He · is returning in the nev1 year vio. the States. 

f.Iarie Gillespie is now in full charge of a large canteen in Alice 
Springs. She has some very good -photos of some of her trips. She · 
mis.ses the J3ushwo.lJ.:ers very much 8.nd one of these days hO J)es to pop 
in on us . i .n the club room.. ~Chere is not :o.:uch oi ·che ~Cerri tory that 
she· ·ha$n 1-t be-en t "o :now! 

·_ AJnroVJ~TCEI!f~1_J:~: Cbr:,tes to rt.em.en1l~or). 
:f.(d-v.emb.er 27. Le oture ""oy LJ?. 1.7. 1.7annon9 li Austr2.lia.n Folh:lore. n 

Fr. ·.7o.nnon is m experienced and entertainine; lecturer. 
OctolJer 21-,.24. Fa ture Show at the Prahrc,n 'rown Fall orgo.nt sed by 

the I'ir (~ Eaturalists' Societ3r. Ago.rt :('rom the . show-· 
inc of wildflO\vCrs, this sho~::r is ·exhi'hitinr; Ele,ny other 
features of interest to the community in connec-tion 
with natural history. 

NOT~: . Sleepin~ Bags. 
---·:-·--------~---2 --~·-

Edna · Richb,rds can provide information for the mal~ins of sleepinc; 
ba.gs; ,OT vrilJ_ help ·ci.nybody to ob:ts.in inforEia tibn for . this :)urpose • 
L~aking your ~ 0\\'11, yo1..:t can reduce the :pri'cre by · trvo thirds! 

~.1AGAZ II'<-~S :;.. 

Fre.n'lr Pi.t"t has the Laun·ceston \lalking Club macazine 11 Skyline a }':~:ay· 
issue, · for sale at 2/6c1. s, co~9Y· This little ::.YLli)licEtion is noterd 
for its good material a_nd ell those ,s;oin{; to irfl.smania <:l,re re-com.In-ended 
to r~ead it? for it- deals )articularly with northern T2,srnanian scenE?-rY" 
and walking .conditions, It is a good idea to read the m.a;;azines of 
other clubs? for besides strengthening inter~~club relationshil)S .,.> it 
affords us useful }~nowledge v1hen plannin:~ to go inte:::--stc,te :for )Jo.as 

· trips or ~pri v 2. te holidays" 

Frsnk 8,lso has a num.!Jer of' Paddy Eallin t s bookl~t on bushwalking 
and · canping _technic:_tue, av~ilable :Lor 2/~-· a copy. 'l'hese are of great 
value t .e -nevl Etnd ~.rros})ective members.. . 

~CJ'J!:-_S. __ ;i!.ALJ:,~S ~ (Short ·wall.: at vrilson Is Promontory.) 

For those wishing t _o do on::!...y a short :,jnas '.7all;: 7 we h0.ve another. 
trip planned for .about 6 da.ys a·t !Jils-on' s J!rom.ont:ory,. L·ary Nash is 

. leadinc; -'c;his Y{etlJ.: ;.?.Del. 1.70Ul(l. lil::e to hear from '-"8..TIJ{011e interested i"n 
goinc;. 
F'i'D:? . .., :~ 'T'IOT'' ':"'Orr .. : ~_,::: o ( T ..r. ,, ~"' t 'Vlg t t'J,...o T:) • h rc::~ t home ) _J~~~ .w..:::=~ .--:_ . . _- :.._- :........:~ • __ n_,~ o rma....1. LJe c -1..:.'.1.- a · J. • \. .n.J.c a _t · s . • 

Folloviinc; a discussion at the .AuGust C·eJ:J.eral :· ·~eeting, it was decided 
that oui te a lot could. be ge~ined, by a meet in(; of all who took ·oart in 
the Se-arch. On Tllursdr,,y 3rcl 3eJ:)t., 10 meL.tbers j·,let and rome managed . to 
get the last train home after a very informative 2.nd enlie-hteninc; night-. 
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SEARCH for Jennifer Laycock and Kirk MciJeod, lost on Mt. Donna Buang (25-27 August) 

At 11.35 a.m. on Tuesday 25th .Aug,us;t, the Federation Search & Rescue contact 
received a mll up from P.olice Headquarters and at noon our Club S. & R. contact 
began calling out s. & R. members, to help in the search for two people lost on 
Donna Buang since Saturday. Four M.B.W. members were on the 2.30 p.m. police bus 
and six more left later in the day, while a further eleven went up the next morning. 
In all there were 100 walkers in the field 15 hours after the call up. Of the 21 
H.B .W. members there, eight were elected group leaders and four of these group lea­
ders were in charge of groups at the headwaters of the Watts River where the couple 
were found and assisted in the arduous task of car:rying them out on the Thursday. 

When the first s. & R. members arrived at Donna Buang, they found that practi­
cally nothing had been done in the waJr of organisation of the search and the four 
S. & R. sub-committee members there, including Bill Bmvsher, who acted as field or­
ganiser and our s. & R. delegate, Bill Horton, v:~orked out a plan of action which was 
put into practice the following morning. The search was carried out in groups, each 
group splitting into smaller groups of 3 or 4 members for the purpose of searching, 
and then rejoining at specified points. Two of the groups were equipped with por­
table walkie talkie ;t."'adio setsloaned by Pye Electrics. It was when six of the.se small 
groups had met for lunch at the main stream junction of the Watts River headwaters 
nnd were awaiting their last group's arrival that the leader, Bill Horton, and his 
operator, Arthur Birch, decided to t~J to contact base in case there was some news 
of the lost couple. In order to establish this radio contact they climbed the ridge 
opposite hoping that the increased height woulq enable them to contact base and it 
was vJhile doing this that they heard Jennifer Laycock's faint cry a little to their 
left. Jenny and Kirk had built themselves a small humpy of 2 crossed logs with a 
roof of smaller logs and ferns and had been lying in this so that it wot.lld have been 
very difficult to see them. Jenny had crawled out of the humpy when she saw Bill 
and Arthur. Bill rushed back to bring help from the party and ·within 35 minutes, 
the pair were in fresh dry clothes, and sleeping bags and had had a hot drink of 
~Ject tea. Four people were delegated to look after the pair and give them what 
treatment they could while the rest began making s-tretchers and two were sent off 
to intercept a party further afield. About 3.30 the helicopter found the party and 
hovered overhead but could not land. 

It was impractical to start carrying the pair out that night so this YJas star­
ted the next morning with an average of 16 carrying the stretchers and the rest cut­
ting b track through the dense bush. By 11.00 a.m. Gordon Coutts m<;~naged to get a 
party of 13 through to meet the rescue par~ who were ve~ glad of their help. This 
was the only party to get through until about 3.00 p.m. when hordes of searchers 
and helpers descended on the party about a mile from the top where the going was by 
comparison, very easy, and praise should be given to those v~ho st:tuggled nll day up 
the steel? slope to receive help only on the last lap. The top was reached about 4.prn 
and a bus-load of searchers were sent off horne at 5.00 pm, the rest following later 
that day and next morning. 

Thanks are due to all those who dropped everything and ~ent out to help in the 
search and particularly those vvho lost pay or leave by so doing, and we take off 
our hats to those lads who gave up their sleeping bags and clothes to the two lost 
people, and there were quite a fc:v-v who did this. Ho matter how many clothes one 
puts on or hovJ many people sleep arou.hd one, it's not the same without a sleeping 
bag. The parents of the lost couple have also expres~od their sincere thanks to 
all tho searchers. 

One thing emerging from the search is the considerable prestige that the walk­
ing fr£1ternity in general nad the s .. & R. section in particular, has gained in the 
eyes of the Police, of the other intcre sted parties, e.g. Forest~J Corrnnission, and 
also of the general public. 

In passing it should be noted that the s. & R. section, which is caUea out 
officially by the Police Department, received its call rather late on thi3 occasion 
for several reasons, but in future the call-out will be better related to the emer­
gency of the situation. 
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SEARCH on Donna Buang (Ctd) 

.After Jenny Laycock's chet.rful manner during the rescue operation, we were all 
very sorry to hear of her serious condition two days later and of her very slow re­
covery. We hope that her condition will rapidly improve and that her future acti"t'i­

ties will not be unduly handieapped by her recent misfortunes. 

Two weeks after the search, the police commissioner called a meeting of all 
interested parties to discuss the organisation of s. & R. in the futu1 .. e, and a sub­
committee was organised. This sub-committee is called "The Victorian Search and 
Rescue Co~ordination Sub-comnittee", and its job will be to co-ordinate all search 
activities, equipment, etc. The Federation have ~~o delegates on this committee, 
while the Lands and Forestry Departments, M.M.B.W. and Country Fire Authority, have 
one representative each. 

S. & R. members, or any club members called out on a search Tm.lst be sure tha.·t 
the club S. & R. contact (Edna Richards, Tel. WX 5450) knows that; they are leaving 
for the search area and must be sure to eheck in to the contact on return home. 
This is the only :eeal chGvkthat all club membe;r;-s hav-e returned home safely. 

·-----oc0oo -----

"ON THE TRACK" 
LILYDA 'LE -t;IT • EVELYN -LILYD.ALE. (Judy Shepherd - 9 .August) 

After a late start from Lilydale due to the cancelling of the train, 17 walkers 
had an enjoyable trip to Mt. Evelyn in warm spring-like weather. We had exception­
ally clear views of distant rDnges during the Yvalk, and were able to see the top of' 
Mt. Donna Buang at one point. After lunch which was short due to sudden climatic 
changas, a f~J reliable and many budding leaders led 15 of us back to Lilydale, via 
the much water-logged paddocks around Olinda Creek. Som~Jhat wet and muddy underfoot 
most of the party caught the 5.45 pm train and someone brightly suggested that this 

walk should be reserved for the summer months in future. 

BUNG.ARE2..f/lT. W.AE-"RENHEIP-{}.()NG GOl'~G RES. -BLACK HILL-BALLARAT. (Athol Schafer - 16 Aug) 

With every toot of the diesel the s~J became more blue and sunny as 13 of us 
Bushwalkers sped west\"'ards away from bleak and showery Melbourne. On disembarking 
Dt Bungaree, we learnt that we had missed the snow by only a few hours. However, we 
were soon compens$ted f.or that loss by a chill wind which blffiv and whistled over the 
plains bringing an off-the-ice nip • 

.After successfully crossing Ivvo Mile Creek, a formidable obstacle indeed, its 
approach oeing guarded by entanglements of barbwire and blackberries and being the 
domain ofaring-nosed bull with a murderous glint in its eye, we missed Felix. Know­
ing him an expert bushman, we pressed on, or rather plodded through the oozy, red 
rich slush and mire ·which so characterizes the district. .About a mile further on he 
caught up with us. It seemed he had made an heroic attempt to cross the creek by 
bashing a way through blackberry bushes with his own tvvo bare hands. But Flesh ( es­
pecially in shorts) availed for naught against prickles and thorns, c.nd so he inglor-
iously extricated hi:nself and crossed by D convenitint footbridge, perhaps a less 
spectacular Yvay hut definitely much more comfortable. 

Still pressing westerly, passing by acres and sores of' spuds, we at last reached 
the ·wooded slopes of Mt. Warrenheip • .After a steep climb the summit leveled out, 
horseshoe-shaped. From here were gained some extensive views of the lava plains of the 
Western District which is dotted with volcanic cones, as such is Mt. Warrenheip • 

.After leaving tho mount&in we hastened to a small creek and enjoyed a late 
lunch. On reaching the city limits we madeapilgrimage to the Eureka Stockade, and 
thence we climbed Black Hill where there is a fine panoramic vi~v of the Ballarat 
countryside. 

Descending dcwn a slippery and overgrown tourist track, v;e h·:;aded for the 
station, just in time for the return train. As a means of passing away a long train 
journey, we reconnnend Allan with his seemingly inexhaustible store of shaggy dog 
stories, dialogues, yarns, etc. 
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(Heinz :Wolff - 28-30 August) 

S~teen bushw.lkers spent a most enjoyable -weekend in this pleasant area-.. ·on. 
Satur~:yi as we a seend.ed a high spur towards Mt. Hiakey, good views ,were obtainetl. _ 
of ·thti' flat pla·ins to . the · east in the direction of Broadford~ and Tallarook. B~ight 
warm sunshine on the two days~gave a charming a ppoaPance to the high green hill·s ­
and wooded ore~ks, splashed here and there with the yello·w of wattle in full bloom, 
as we walked towaros Strath Creek~ .After refre-shing ourselves with t~e- "amber 
l~~d" of ~arying quantities according to one' a capacity or thirst, to the '$OOGm­
paniment o~~riharrooniu3 but happy group of locals singing wit}lout restraint, in · the· 
ssloon of the very tiey hotel, we caught the van for Eelbourne. 

(Earl Lavender 30 .August) 

Fifteen bods including the leader caught the train to Yarragon and prooeeaea 
up the side of very green hills to where lunch was had by a small stream. After 
lunch, we proceeded to the top of the ridge where an excellent panorama of the La 
Trobe River Valley could be had. Having lured us up on the ridge, the leader 
then led us along the track on the ridge wbich later petered out in fire blackened 
ferns and then across two streams which flowed through dense jungle scrub. What a 
leader~ However, we made Tralagon in time to visit the local milk bar before oe.toh­
ing the return train. 

BAF!JlANCE WEillK -END 

26 people ca~~ along and helped make this a highly successful social weekend. 
It was an occasion for pleasant re-rmions with older club me-nbers, for we had with 
us Fay Pitt and Betty Olle with their young children and George McKinnon. Mrs. 
Grant was a very welcome visitor. 

Private ears transported allof us to Mt • Slide, whei ... e we found that comfortable 
cabins of the "Holidaylani Guest House" were set amongst tall straight gumtrees, 
and the large well appointed communal kitchen was ideal for preparing meals. On 
Saturday, the "early birds" went for a short walk to Greenwood following a spur, and 
in the evening "barn dancing:r-continued till.l2 midnight, to pick-up records and Don' s 
comperd!ng. A huge log fire in the large fireplace, gave this low ceilinged room 
with its brown wood. panelling,a cheerful appearance and kept it very warm. The 
floor was rather fast and a few not-so-nimble bushwalkers during the evening, de_. 
oided (rather suddenly) that it was safer sitting down' .• 

After a most enjoyable supper, organised by Ruth Hart, the 6irls 
were treated to an energetic display of the domestic arts by the boys. 

On Sunday =::;mil led a short walk of 10 miles, climbing View Point 
Hill from which vvas obtained a fine view of Donna :;3uan.o-. The driver 
of a tractor gave us a lift on his trailer and seemed to derive much 
anusement from waving to his friends on the road and indicating to 
them th~ Ul1USU8l :t :i loa~~l i ~e h 2d b~hind ri 1. At Kinglake three jumped 
off ana. returnea to 1.. ... el oourne Vla the Bald Sl'Ur c.nc1 (}ueenstoM'l. 

Our social committee 7 "Emil and Ruth are to be conn·rgtulated in 
having organised such a successful and pleasant '.veek~nd, ond we hope 
that a Barn Dance Dill become an annual event, in future~ 

all A G G Y G R A YH H A T S 

* -- -- -- -~-------- ------~. 

* 
* T:SL. U.9717 6a Glenferrie Ra:t d, 

MALVERN. 

* 
* 
* 
* 

(I'~· ear 1.1a1 vern Stntion 

J EDDil'iG V:8ILS FOR HIRE ~ ALL TYPl~S OF 

I~ILLINE.RY. 

* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 



(6) 
"ON THE TRACK~: Ctd. 
~--~fATl'LE ~;EN-XA.l\: qAf1,90. Q;t10_]ITD~E~_O:I~M. 

Only eleven participated, the reason v'las ·partly that an altepnate 
day walk was or the same· date - partly that the leader, a no.t ,·orious 
fuhgj ologist, · · ( tclle celebrated J)r Crosl)ie I.:fushroom) ·could. be . _ex­
pected to get deliberatelY bushed in order to be able to feed his 
party on vicious-looking toao.stools .and poison them slowly to death. 
Howe.ver, the very nature of the terrain thwarted · such evil purposE1~ 
and the pe.rty arrived safely at Kangaroo Ground shortly after .noon. 
The more energetic members went on to the lookout tower, the others -
l -ess energetic, but rriore hungry - hurried to the lunch spot. ~~1y that 
time the sun had made up its mind to 1_)Ut on a gala performance and we 
had a ~ost enjo:yaole spell of sun bathi1;s •. Finall~! we :,went · bacli: 
over t1mbered h1lls to Eltham to re2ch 1t 1n cood ~lme Ior the 6.24 pm 
train. 

* 
CURE YOUR 
CTillE YOUR 

OPTICAL 
OPTICAL 

II.JLUSIOF·s 
IL:'~usror:·s 

* 
* 
* 

Al.-D PAY A VIS IT TO 

G R A F * 0 P T I C I A t"* 

* 
~~ ::.j-Jd T'loor, 80 Swanston St!"eet, lielbourne. C.3186~~­

* * 

* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 

A L I c E s ":"J I E il ... ,~ R .J.. J.:\. .G 

A L I c --;, s p - ~ ; ") ~ R .....:J .l . .!.. L • ..J 

A L I c T,'l s p I E R E .w 

A L I c ..., s p I -.~, R 
..., 

..CJ ..i:.J .u 

has resumed dressma~;:ing at 4 Ivy Street, 
PRAIIRAN. 

R 
R 

* * YOUR _9J7F . .. L~.<~T~RIAL l .. ADE UP also r~:s~:v IIODEL BRIDAL * 
* * 
* GO"~.Vl'l S ]0 R HIRE 

ltODERATE C ~-1 A rt G · E S 

For a};pointment Ring '7A. 2436 

VISIT 11 AUSKI FOR YOUR WALKn~· G SUP~2LI~S 
ANTI ' 'UP~ ·~To-JJ.ATYt tQtr!Prtt;NT 7o1f . 

EXP~:R!~,·-.CED ·,1At.tiliRS ---· ----

" ~,, 

* 

Arriving in October: Swedish :'Svea;; stoves. 
JUS~-·recei vea from 'Paddy Pallin ~ ;t..2erfection a Headband Torch 

for bushwalking at night, 

also flLilo :r inflatable rubber pillows, 
11 Lewcrispn del1ydr8,ted vegetab~es. 

and ·a new :; .;ji]_)l)a ;r Tramper rt.lcl:sack, 
and ifJ3ushvvo.lker:; Rucksack, vvi th 
zip pockets. 

Sheet insert t~. 16. 3a 
Japara Ground Sheet, Capes, etc. 

___________ __.. ____ __ __ ----~-- ... ·~·- . . ~ 
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