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CONSERVATION 

In the Oecemb·ar issue I ·~rote an article \'lhlch 'tJas intended to convince people that 
bushwalkers need to do something about conservation for the sake of their future. 
I now make a few suggestions as to what might be done. 

The first step is to educate yourself. This means reading, observing, listening, 
thinking and discussing. Read books on conservation, particularly those which con­
cern aspects of bush I and prt:;ser·vat ion. An exce I I e:1t account of genera I conservaT-ion 
issues in Australia is given in :.Conservation", edited by Costin and Frith, and 
published by Penguin Books at $3.25 (1974 edition). At a more local and specific 
level you couldn't do better than read hThe Alps at the Crossroads:1 and the various 
publications on Lake Pedder. Also the n~~spaper coverage of conservation issues is 
increasing and usually corrments and opinions are pro-conservationist. Join. the 
ACF and the VNPA and read the i'r pui.> It cat J ons. The ACF has pub I i shed some exce I tent 
short documents which sell at about 20¢ each. Their newsletters also keep members 
In touch with what is going on. 

The other part of the self-education process is observation. Go into the bush as 
often as possible and observe - firstly observe the bush in its natural state and 
recognise what tt can offer us. Observe also the damage that is being done by 
interests which conflict \<lith ours (sJJch as logging, road building, recreation 
vehicles etc.) This will bu i id up an awareness of conservation problems which 
affect bushwalking. Suitable reading and direct observation increase our knowledge 
and make us rrll.';,;"e ari·iculate. Simi lai-iy if we go to meetings (such as the Federation, 
ACF etc.) we can learn at first hand v1hat people are i (; ·inking and saying. Dis­
cussions at our cv>n Club meetings are also impo1-tant. 

The natural activist may think that most of the above suggestions are irrelevant 
and ~~ i I I achieve noth 1 ng. It Is true that they have. no d i rect ef feet on the 
decision making process. i.tlost of us, however, are not natural activists. We need 
time to formulate our Ideas and to learn hO'II to articulate them. Unti I \"le have 
been through this period of self--education our active efforts will be misguided and 
perhaps contradictory to others who are better informed. 

Assuming that one Is \'li II ing to be active,. the main tasks which are likely to arise 
are submissions for the Land Conservt~tion Council. The LCC invites the public to 
participate in its land-use Investigations, and this c:- . ,, ; >,'should be exploited 
by us to the ful t. Other miscellaneous bodies fro.:·: ·: ime to time invite submissions -
a recent example was the l•t~B~I Thoms.on Dam ~c~ .:.::· . .:. , Submlssion writing calls for 
the ability to present faci·s and of ccL: r·:: some kno•:dedge of walking tn the area 
concerned. Gathering the infonuuH :,n for these submissions can sometimes involve 
quite lengthy research. 

Another contribution, which can be best made by the individual on his own 
initiative, is to write letters to the press. This may seem a trivial effort, but 
a series of letters expressing similar sentiments can have a significant effect on 
public opinion which eventually influences the decision making process. Letters 
are more likely to be published if they appear to be related to recent events 
<such as Graham Hi i Is-Johnson's ietter to the Age on snowmobiles last \•linter). 

Another tactIc is to J odge objections to proposed deve I opmen? schemes. Recent I y 
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All correspondence shou I d be addressed to: 

The Secretary 
!vie I bourne Bushwa I kers 
GPO 8ox 175fQ 

VIC 3001 

C I ub meetings every t'/ednesday night., 14 Hosier Lane (Back of the Forum Theatre) 
Vi s i tors a I VI ays vte I come. 

QUESTIONNAIRE ON I<OSCIUSI<O NATIONAL PARK 

A student at AN U is doing a survey of bushwalking in the K N P. He has sent us 
copies of a questi anna ire to be fi II ed in by people \•Jho have been wa I king in the 
Park during the summers 1972/73, 73/74 and 74/75. This is being distributed around 
the Club by Gerry ivicPhee. If you have been to the K N P recently please see Gerry. 

-----------... ~-~------- .... ------------- ......... -- ... -.... ----... -----~-----------.... ···--_.-...... ------.. --- .... ---~--

CONSERVATION (Contd. from Page I) 

bushwalkers objected to the Transport Regulation Board over applications to operate 
commercia I 4-whee I drives in parts of the A I pine Area. The resu Its are first I y 
that we are to be invited to a meeting of interested parties convened by the TRB, 
and secondly that unti I this meeting the TRB are taking no action on the application. 
Also, in the past, bushwalkers and other conservationists have sent deputations to 
politicians on specific issues. Naturally these need to be handled carefully. 

At a more personal level ~~e should be ready to '1dob;; trai 1-bike riders and 4-wheel 
drivers who are driving off the jeep tracks. Enquiries by one of our members have 
proved that the authorities do not intend to <or perhaps cannot) enforce the 
regulations on ·.:off-road vehicles '1

• So it is up to us to do something (see 
earlier issues of ;·News; · last year>. In addition to efforts made from our own 
initiative, we should be ready to assist others who are making a more direct con­
tribution. dundane tasks such as ·helping with publications, distribution of same, 
typing, etc. areal I essential. 

These are a few measures \'Jhich ttJe can use individually or collectively as a Club. 
Perhaps others vii II think o'f other more mi I i tant methods! l n terms of numbers v1e 
are the largestwalking Club in Victoria. \1e should be more active than we are. 

J WUJ GJuvr.dage. .., __ .._ ___ ..,. __ . ___________ ~~---------------»11 ... _____ ...,. __________ , .. __ ... _________________ ..._ ___ -..,_-~..,--

5th 

26th 

!•lARCH SOC I AL ACT I V IT I ES 

Talk i I lustrated with slides on the Himalayas - Dave Oldfield 

Slides by Peter Clunas on the Budawangs, Blue Mountains and Snowy 
(v10unta ins areas of NS~I. 

____ ... _____ .... .,., ......... ------·---------------------------.... ~--------- .... ----------.-----------~-- .......... ______ .. 
REPORT ON i\;1B~J CONS ERVAT I ON GROUP 

In November 1974 the MBW formed its own Conservaton Group. The aims of this move 
were to stimulate interest among Club members in conservation issues which affect 
them, and to take what action as seems necessary on specific issues. Information 
on the activities of the Group 'IIi II appear in March "News;; _____ , _____ ..... ____ .,. ___ .,... ________ ..., __________ ,.. .. ______________ .... ___________ ..... _ ... ___ ..,.. ____ .. ____ ...,. ___ ~--..._ 

DAY i'JALKS 

March 2nd 

i··.1ARCH ~IALK PREVIEWS 

FORREST CAVES-SUTHERLAND$ BAY-PYRAMID ROCK 

Leader: Joyce Dunn (p) 882393 
Transport: Van leaves Batman Ave 9.15 am- Fare $3 
Expected time of return: 8 p m 
Map Reference: Vloolamai Approximate Distance: 8 miles 

This is a beach walk. On the preview I came across a colony of seals on the beach. 
I don't know who got the bigger fright. Bring water and swimming togs if you lfke 
wild surf 

fviarch 9th LA LA FALLS-BRIDAL FALLS-~IT BRIDGE-BIG PATS CREEK 

Leader: Bob Aujard (b)429 1511 X 448 (p) 50 6164 
Transport: Van leaves Batman Ave 9. 15 a m - Fare $.2 

~4ed i um 

O:>ntd. P. 3 
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Expected time of return: 8.30 p m Approximate Distance: 8 miles 
Map Reference: Gemb rook I : 50 J· 000 

We walk I mile along a tourist track up a beautiful tree-fern gully to La La Falls 
where wateris available for lunch. After lunch the track climbs gradually 850ft 
to a dirt road along the side of M~t Tugwell. From here on it is easy walking 
mostly downhi II. We soon leave the road to follow a little-used jeep track through 
thick mountain forest to an old mi II near the Yarrd. 

March 16th CAPE SCHANK-FLI NOERS <BEAOi WALK) Easy/Medium 

Leader: Verle Ann Johnson (b) 314 7052 
Transport: Van leaves Batman Ave 9.15 am -Fare $2 
Expected time of Return: 7 p m Approx.Distance: 8 miles 

Starting at Cape Schank we walk along scenic cliffs dropping to a sandy beach for 
early lunch. The walk continues back along cliff edges to the Blowhole. We end the 
walk by rock hopping at the base of cliffs and a swimming beach at the van. Expect 
tufty grass along cliff tops and rockhopping on the beaches. Don't forget the 
Aeroguard. 

March 23rd COBAW RANGES Easy/Medium 

Leader: Darrell Sullivan (p) 338 6325 
Transport: Van leaves Batman Ave 9.15 am - Fare $2 

Please see Darrell for details. 

WEEKEND WALKS 

March 7th- lOth 
Medium 

MT BLOWHARD-~10RNI NG STAR SPUR-BROCKET-801 LER PLAIN-WIRE PLAIN 

Leader: Tyrone Thomas 
Transport: Bus leaves Batman Ave 6.30 p m - Fare $10 
Expected time of return: 8.30 - 9 p m 
Map Reference: FCV Dargo Iii • I mile 
Approx. Distance: 12 miles (+optional extras) 

An easy three days in alpine surroundings - not a tough TTT trip. First day ftve 
mi I es do.'lnh Ill - second day "tt.'lo mi les uph i I I (steep) - third day five mi I es 
undulating. So rol I up and ejoy this beautiful dt Hotham area. Bring bathers. 

i"larch 21st- 23rd BEN;"-J I Si)i~ PLAIN (BASE CAi-lP) 

Leader: Bob Steel (p) 47 3743 
Transport: Van leaves Batman Ave 6.30 p m - Fare $10 
Expected time of return: 9.00 p m 
f·,-iap Reference: FCV - i'ioroka, or VMTC ~ Snov1y Plains, 

i:1t \'le IIi ngton 
Approximate Distance: 20 km 

Come and spend an enjoyable weekend in delightful alpine country. Sno# gums with 
pleasant alpine plains, bubbling creeks and waterfalls. S\·!lmming, fishing, sun­
bathing and some walking for those so inclined- as much or as little as you want. 
I de a I for newcomers to weekend \ra I k t ng - very I itt I e pack carrying i nvo I ved but 
bring a day pack. ~·led/Hard 

Jvlarch 21st-23rd iJE~i~ISOi~ PLAJ i·~-l·lT REYARD-LONG SPUR-CALEDONIA RIVER-DINGO HILL Tl<. 

Leader: Alex Stirkul (u) 46 4841 
Transport: Van leaves Batman Ave 6.30 p m - Fare 510 
dap Heference: vr·:ITC .;Snowy Plains ;· Approx. Distance: 22 miles 

f\ good \•Jarm up walk for Easter. Through alpine, sub-alpine and forest areas. 
l~ub i I e nymphs are encouraged to come a long. 

March 28th -
Apri I 3rd 
(EASTER> 

LT \'/Oi·:iBf\RGO-BUCHAN TOPS-BUCHAN Rl VER-FORLORi·J :-10PE TK. i·-led/Hard 
Leader ; Spencer George 
Transport: Private r'lap Reference: i lany I 
Expected time of return: Late t,.bnday Night 

Tb is v1a I k wanders across the corners of four maps - Jacobs River, f-:Jurri nda 1, Qneo, 
13enam;;ra and in theooitions I have there is a gap at the critical point so expert 
map readers and navigators are v1e I corned. The wa I k \~ i I 1 be main 1 y a 1 ong jeep 
tracks in the a I pine country of the southern Snov1y ;-.;Jounta f ns. 

Previe~·!s continued P. 6 
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----·· 
LILO DERBY 1975 

A torrential downpour of rain was the signal for stcrters to assemble at Batman 
Avenue on Saturday I lth January for departure to the annual Li lo Derby. The 
weather continued throughout the van trip and the following comments heard were 
typical of the outlook, 17Those hi I Is covered in black cloud, that's where we are 
going". - tilast ~tJeekend I went on it rained all the time and here I am again." 
The situation changed however on arrival at Darley, after everyone had repacked 
parkas for quick avai labi !ity, the optimists had a victory as the only rain to 
fa I I for the rest o·f the weekend was re :; II y on I y a heavy dew on Sunday afternoon. 

A cnmpsite just beyond last years venue was chosen and with adequate space for 
almost 30 campei-s we wer~e all very comfortable. The pleasant mild weather was 
exce II ent fo1~ camping a:1d notab I y absent \'/ere the usua I mosquitoes and bush f I i es. 
An element of mystery was to disturb the serenity of Saturday night/Sunday morning 
when at about 0210 hours, cries for help were said to have been heard in the 
night. This mr-dc a count of h8ads necessary in CiSISe someone may have lost their 
way to or fr~om i-hc loo and nr..:mc:~ou s peacetu I s I eepers were start I ed to be roused 
by Gerry enquiring if he or she \'las sti II safely lucked up in bed. All bushies 
were found to be present ., th8 source of plaintive pleas could not be found and 
on assuming ~.: i ther the ca II er or the hearers were having nightmares there was 
nothing e I se to do but sett I e dotvn fo r- the rest of the night. 

Sunddy morning ~~as s ~· en J- f f sh i ng, i"a I kIng or wa I king at great speed over the 
mountain to ·h :e new reservo i r siteo 0:1e mountain goat I know who did not make 
the grad a \aJas r· G~,., ar·ded on the I one return journey by seeing a kangaroo, robin 
redbreast and a !argc black snake going in the opposite direction. Angler's 
\-Jere encour<.:Jged by Doug's good foi-tune when two I uck I ess fish managed to hook 
themselves en his line, thereby saving him from the ordeal of egg powder for break­
fast. 

The day walkers arrived at about mid-day and after lunch it took a delightful 
dus l;:y lass, Alexandrine~, clad in grass skirt, parasol and mutton chop whiskers, 
to broach for the first time the subject of Li lo Derbying. To date most people 
were content to stand by the campfire or bask in the sun and when starters were 
called for the various events it is a fact that i? some;1 did chicken out of 
competing in the icy waters. Haroldine was resplendent in a Sunday best hat, 
neck to knee bathers v;ere fash i onab I y shown by Tyrenne and an entry was submitted 
from the I oca f 8 i ack and ~~hi te Mi nstre I Show. Gerry competed in his best snooker 
vest and other I ad i es' t: ats v-1 i I I never be the same again. E I i m i nation heats 
were he I d and eventua I ly the younges-r cornpet i tor~ ;'Peter, the Leach" \oJas 
acclaimed outright winner. He was duly crowned by Alexandrina and demonstrated 
his ski I I -for o ! I in a :ap o f honour. Peter has ?remised to attend next yea r 
comp I ete 111 i th crown to take cha I I enges from any asp i ,-ant .. 

Once again the Lilo Derby has been a weekend of enjoyment and fellowship- next 
year, what about more campers. For day walkers, if you have not camped before 
this for sure i s the id ~_ J I opportunity to give ;·t a try and it is definitely a 
case of the more the merrier. 

As usua1 our leader Alex was an inspiration and thanks from alI to him for 
a great weekend. 

J. (J}. 
---- - c:: '"'-• .-- ·- ~~-- ~ .,.,.. __ .....,.. _. ,.,_., ..,._~ ----- - r~ ...-.;- - ·- ._..- - N - 1':•_ ..,. - '~' ..,.. - -.. - _ ..,._- -------- - - -----~--- ------ ___ .._ _________ ._ 
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C SHARP IN Ea-JO FLAT 

It was well past midday when the Little Green Van reached Gerratty's 'Dugout, beyond 
Lake Mountain on one of the first good days of summer. If the climb to Black 
Spur had been long, then the climb to Tommyvs Bend above ~·1arysvi lie had been 
longer and many tenderfoot trampers wished that they had taken a pony express 
instead. Our eventual arrival became a stampede to get mobile, much to the con­
sternation of a dozen or so picknickers and after a rapid headcount, Fred frog­
marched his crew into the mulga, leaving Denis and Fritz -ex spy-catcher and 
canine extraordinary- to dea I with our audience. 

The narrow rutted jeep track led to alpine Echo Flat at an altitude of 4600 ft 
where wide avenues of snowgums sheltered boggy flats of sphagnum moss and richea 
continentala that thrived in the damp peaty soil. Here the water collected in 
stagnant weedy tarns that were doubtless breeding grounds for the midges and 
mozzies, and haven for sundry ibis that flapped lazily from the surface at our 
approach. The Flat echoes dully with the drowsy hum of bushflies in the stilI, 
warming air, and with our chirp and chatter, as heads down and slightly stooped, 
we strolled in groups or sauntered in pairs: 

;,Jie'Ll me and Andy did a trip to Tazzie last year on bikes. She was a Peal-.. bew~" 
11I knew this sheila at the club once~ she was a Peal Marilyn Monroes type~ yeah~ 
an' she 'ad black. hoip·i 

aooh., what's that pretty purple flower Fred?;' 

;;Aar., yes.. That's hoozeuJatsit Hallsii. Rub the 'Leaves in your finger-s. Smells 
like mint doesn't it? 11 

Lunch was brief, eaten by the track and with four hours to complete the bulk of 
the day's march, Fred was anxious to move on. We descended a steep narrow spur 
600 ft into the forest, I eav i ng the snov1gums and the vi ev1s, unt i I 1(/e were amid the 
tal I silver-topped woollybutt eucalypts where our chatter was shared with the 
birds that fluttered about concealed in the wiry undergroltlth. 

The Royston Gap Road carried us 600ft up on a gradual ascent almost ful I circle 
to Echo Flat once more. The herd was extended almost half ami le along the track 
by now so a break \~as taken at the top, not haIfa mi I e from the I unch stop but 
cons i derab I y further by road. The sun was high and shadov1s short, subu rned 
shou I ders were in evidence, and the hum of the bush \'las drovts i er and more 
intoxicating. One visitor v1as heard to remark after an investigation of a puddle 
"So dey iss tent;pol.es" referring of course to baby frogs. As the whip came 
thrashing round the last bend the party detached itself from the shade and con­
tinued. At one point leader went off on a lone skirmish to check his position, 
then assuring us we were not lost, led us steadily up and down the humps of the 
ridgeline for ami le and a half unti I the track swung off in a wide arc and 
headed into the depths of the Taggerty Hiver watershed. The steep sunlit 
corridor through the woollybutts was taken with long steps unti I \•Je arrived at 
the Upper Taggerty Road 900 ft dov1n at 5 p m. The shado\"JS were I ong over the 
v:i de dusty road by now and from the depth of the va II ey rose a percept i b I e chi I I. 
Undaunted, ho\'Jever, whip, his offs i der and your correspondent took a cold pI unge 
after alI the ladies had left and, unfortunately, all three contracted rigor 
mortis below the knees. But it tasted and felt so much better than the 
chlorinated effluent back home. 

500 ft higher and two m i I es I ater th_e v1a I k ended at the bus stop, where the van 
stood on a bend \·lith a distant view of the bronze ridges sti II glo\<Jing under 
the golden clear sun I ight of early evening, where not one tree top stood out 
of I ine to mar the graceful curves of the wann hi Its. There \'las sti II no wind 
and the scent of sap and flo\'lers was strong in the nostrils even after a \'lhofe 
day breathing it. I took a last long breath and climbed aboard. 

Thanks Fred for a wa I k that v1as as refreshing as it v1as botan i ca II y informative. 
Thanks also Denis for your ski I I and concentration behind the wheel on those 
airy mountain roads. He hope there are enough brake I inings left over for 
next Sunday. 
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PREVl E~JS <Contd.) 

fvlarch 28th - 31st 

<EASTER) 

· ' 
! :,.,· / ,j 

THE PLAYGROUNDS (BASE CA~iP) 

L.eade ;--: Grahe;m i\1ascas ( p) 25 6940 
Transport: Private 
Expected time of return: 8 p m 

Page 6 

This is the wa I k for those that \'I ant to b I udge a II week-end in an 1 dy IIi c spot away 
from it all (i hope). The playgrounds is an area of open country just big enough 
for a II of t:iJ\"1 to camp, in the shado\v of the Cobberas Range in the far far east of 
Victoria. For those fee I i ng I ike some I i ght exercise I intend to arrange a series 
of day and ha If day v1a I ks over Rams head, the Cobberas and surrounding country. 
For the others i t• s a b I udge I The transport arrangements w i II be by car and I 
suggest that Thursday evening <and part of the night) be spent driving to Buchan 
(22G miles) and camping at i'he far end of The Caves ~eserve. He will tackle the 
last 60 miles in daylight leaving Buchan about 9 am. Return to :.lelbourne is 
l·ionday evening.,. unless you can persua d3 your driver/passengers to stay the extra 
day • 

......... -...... _________ .............. _ .... __ ,..... ____ ... _ ......... --.- ... ----------., ... --- ~---- ... . ----.. ....... ____ .... _ ........ __ ..,...,. ____ .... ., ...... _ ..... __ 
F 0 R S A L E 

(I) 'iJalking boots., S\•tiss rna ·:·~ by iRAJQ-ILEi, padded ankles, Vibram soles, Size II 
Nev1 - $25. 

{2) 1 SUUNT0i oi I damped compass, made in Finland, Lensatic sight - $10 

(3) 'GAZ' single bUi-ner gas stove. ;' iade in France. Used - ~;5 

, -, i nterestcd, pI ease contact Jon Ca i rns (h) 86 8227 

CHANG~: .~ TO ADDHESS Ll ST 

Bover, David 2nd Jcy - 36 C~ ~ rol I Street, Hughes, ACT 2605 
Carlyon, Peter and Sue- V!angC~ratta Road .. Yarrawonga 3730 
Cas I ey, Hax ~ I /?3 L::msdovme Read, E s ·t l<i Ida 3183 ( p) 5231 II 
I.Juncan, l an - I Lll ! 8 i-iurnJmbeena Road, Carnegie 3163 
Oldfieid, Dave <:Jnd Sue ~nee BalI)- 1/7 Kororoit St, Albion 3020 

CORRECTION TO ADDRESS 

t-'Jatti ng I ey, Geoff - Unit 4, 30 Coori g i I Road, Carnegie 

\~E LCOI•lE BACt~ 

Parker, Alan and Dor·een - Flat 5/5 Jerby Crescent, Carnegie 3163 (p) 211 6435 
\vithal i, Sylvia-· 6/30 Oak Grove, E i·.ialvern (b) 912751 
\!right, lan - 2 :3elgravia St; Box Hi II i .Jorth 3129. (p) 857 8597 

~·JELCOlAE TO THE FOLL0'.11 NG NEt.oJ r··:iEi i8ERS 

Hoskin, t{oss - 89 Heathwont Road, Hecdhmont 3135. (b) 677332 x 51 
Kitchener, Allan - 34 i'. iacGo\'lan Ave, Glenhuntly 3163 (p) 58 3942 (b) 622 406 
\~arrington, David - 1.5.14 Springfield Ave., Toorak 3142 (p) 24 3005 (b) 232 6211 

X 271 

~--------· ... --...... ..-~ .---r ... ______ ., .,. ~- ·---• ~---·~·••--• ,.. -t~· • ---·-·--·-------..,..--------- ... •--------..-·--.. .--------~·-
CS i RO DES I Gl··JS L I CHTI!./E I GHT PORTABLE ST I L L 

VI hen l-ir Ray Eaton p I an ned a tv1o-month wa I k a I ong the arid coast of the Northern 
Territory with an aboriginal guide, he \'las wei I a\'lare of the problem of finding 
fresh \-later a I ong the way. He approached CS I RO. There, a i·:Jr Bob S~:Ji nton, a bush­
walker-scientist whose special interest is water purification, designed a simple type 
of still·- compac-t and light enough to carry. This portable still is capable of 
converting salt water into drinking \'later at the rate of 9 to 18 pints every two 
hours~ operati ~g over a wood fir0 ~ Pustrefasian Post 
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT 

Here endeth the fourth year of my Presidency of the He I bourne Bush\·ta I kers and the 
constitution insists that I step dovtn. The past four years (5 including my one year 
as Vice President) have given me a tremendous amount of pleasure and some anguish. 
I must admit, however, that I have enjoyed being President during a period of 
expansion, financial consolidation and successful walking. This past year has 
seen us fighting inflation \'lith our costs rising astronomically and the 1975 AGt:i 
wi I I see, not only the election of neu officers, but decisions being made concerning 
the financial future of the Club. 

I \·Jou I d I ike to sincerely thank a I I the officers of the C I ub,. \•Jho, over the past 
year, have made the President's job so easy by carrying out so efficiently their 
tasks. Those vJith official positions are Hell known, but there are many others 
\'lho give time and effort to the Club. The leaders of all our ;·Jalks deserve a 
spec i a I thank you - \•J i thout them the C I ub ceases to function. There are raany 
others, including our contacts, vtho are seldom seen but ah·1ays there ;·Jhen needed, 
with Geoff and Jenny Kenefacke who ansv!er the i nnumerab I e 'phone ca I Is enquiring 
a~out us. Thank you all. 

Gmham Mascas 

SECRETARY'S REPOFll 

I am to I d the f i rst th i ng I shou I d do i n my report is to thank a I I those Corrvn I ttee 
members who have helped me during the past year. I do this most sincerely for 
without this help I should have been at a loss on many matters. 

It has been an interesting and very enjoyable year for me. It has been a busy year 
with correspondence because of the increasing interest being taken by the Club in 
preparing and compiling submissions to the Government and statutory bodies and 
communicating with parliamentarians directly on matters which affect us as bush­
walkers. Personally, I find this a heartening trend which should be encouraged. 

In c I os t ng, I shou I d I ike to thank Graham Mas cas, the retiring President_, for h f.s 
guidance, and to welcome the new Secretary. 

Undsay Markham 

ivJEitdBERSHIP SECRETARY'S REPORT 

The Club has maintained a high degree of activity during 1974 including Weekend 
and Sunday trips, Ski-touring, Conservation Work, Social Functions, and for a 
few, Matrimony. The evergrowing membership is a healthy sign that our Club wit i 
continue to bring together people of alI ages, occupations and personalities and 
foster an active framework for bushwalking, socialising and a love of the bush. 

An upsurge of enquiries and new faces happily beset the Club around April/May 
resulting in more new members to the fold. As Helen Dent experienced last year, 
the iv1elbourne Bushies are very reluctant to fork up with their Subs. They came 
in slowly, one by one, making my job and the job of thei'News·: Staff very 
frustrating at times. The forwarding of changes of address and/or phone numbers 
to the Membership Secretary Is best done without delay to ensure that our 
Address Tag Computer doesn't blow up. <Tnanks go to Ken Briscoe for keeping the 
ivlonster under contro I). 

In sunvning up, we finished 1974 with 277 financial members comprising 178 men 
and 99 women <who' II be No. I 00?). Ne gained 56 new members and 1 ost 34 a 1 ong 
the way. 

Off the record, we scored 5 weddings, I engagement and at I east 3 i mpen_d 1 ngs. 

I hope to see you alI back in 1975 and may all your blisters be small ones. 

Geoff Cmppera 
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11NEWS" CONVENOR'S REPORT 

l"her€. are many peopie I should like to mention who have been involved with nNews11 

1974. 

They are all those who contributed articles, ~ 1 Aiong the Tracks:; and conservation 
notes -Graham ~·Ji lis Johnson, Virgi I Davis, Gerry Grandage, Alma Strappazon, 
Geoff Kenefacke, and Sandy Ireland, to ncme a few of the regulars; Barry and 
Gwenda Short for all their work in printing 1'News;j each month and who even managed 
to produce a i

1News?i In the middle of moving house; their many helpers who are 
responsible for putting •=News" together; Ken Briscoe for providing the printed 
labels thereby eliminating the time consuming job of addressing ;'Ne\"tsii by hand; 
Alex Stirkul for making sure that leaders received their preview notices, and 
the leaders themselves who have needed only a little persuasion in handing over 
their previews; Joy 8over for taking over at very short notice whl 1st I was 
away overseas for a couple of months; Athol Schafer for providing me with plenty 
of small items to fi II in the drecided gaps w~ich have a habit of appearing at 
the bottoms of pages. 

To a l I ·these peop I e, I extend my sincere thanks. 

Wh I I st I am under no i II us ions that every member of the C I ub reads .;News", 
hope that those who do have found Jt interesting and informative. 

Helen Dent 

;;tl AJJ(. . 7 .S n R-;;T?O ~ ----·· 
11 \a!aiK 75" was hit by the inflation plaguing the rest of the coovnunlty. The 
printing costs escalated by 40% in the four months during which the wagazlne was 
being produced necessita~·ing the price increase to 75 cents per copy. The 
budget for the issue Is summarized below. Bear in mind that the object is not 
to make a profit but to recoup the J.>rinting costs within a reasonable period 
of time, preferably less then 12 months so that the next edition of the magazine 
can be printed. Retai Iars demand <1 profit margin of at least 25~~ on the 
magazine and since these are o~Jr m:.iP sales outle·l·s we must aim to break even 
at this reduced price of about 55 to 6C cents. 

';Walk 75;1 ref·Jects the wide spread of our members Interests and activities. It 
has been criticised for not having enol'gh Victorian content, but the Editor can 
only print those articles submitted to him which in turn show that our Club's 
interests are not limited to one smal I geographical area. If you're not 
satisfied with the results do sanethlng ~bout it for the next magazine. 

EXFENDITURE 

Printing of 3000 copies of "Walk 75n 

Advertising revenue 
2950 copies at 60 cents 

Receipts to date ap;_>roximately 

$1895 

$ 600 
S!770 

$2370 

$1100 

Finally, thanks are due to alI those who helped In the production and distribution 
of Walk 75" -without all your efforts we could not continue. 

Dave Otdfie Zd 

-·-----···-··---"------- ·"---------------
W.TLKll~SOii LODGE REPORT 

WI lky was occupied for 23 weekends a~d 2 weeks at Xmas and Easter and five 
weeks in winter. This involved visits by 174 persons although many of these 
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vis I ted the ·lodge more than once. 

The lounge room wal Is and the kitchen ceiling were painted during the year. A 20 lb 
L P gas cylinder was obtained for use with the 2 burner stove. 

Despite the clear instruction on the rJi lky report sheet some people sti II insisted 
on driving over the grqss to the lodge. We are bound to abide by the SEC rules 
which are formed to prevent soi I erosion. A repeat performance by those responsible 
wi II result in them being barred from using the lodge. 

Gifts of magazines or books for the Wi lky I ibrary wt II be gratefully received. 
Preferably no Readers Digests though. 

Rod Mattingley 

SEARCH AND RESCUE REPORT 

With heavy snows persisting late into the year, a busy time for search and 
rescue personnel could be expected to result. This certainly was the case, with 
three snowy, cold, wet searches plus two alerts for 1974. Events started off 
early in the year and preceded as follows:-

JANUARY: An a J ert was ca I I ed for a woman who became separated from a sma I I 
walking group in the Forlorn Hope Track (Omeo) area. She spent a night In 
the open and walked out next day before any S & R members had left Melbourne. 

MAY: Search and Rescue Annual Practice. This followed the highly 
S'U'Ccessful I ines of the 1973 practice, but included a realistic simulated 
search in the Ada River/High Lead area. Poor attendance by MBW members was 
an almost expected feature of this event which attracted 150 people. 

JUNE: A light plane was reported overdue, last sighted in the vicinity of 
Narbethong. Eventually, the crashed plane was found but it was considered 
unlikely that we could have been of any assistance had the police called us 
out. They did, however, put us on alert. 

AUGUST: Stan Batie, one of our own club members, became separated from a 
club walk party near Murchison Falls. Weather was foul and snowing lightly, 
so a ca I l-out came ear I y next day. S i nee Stan was we II equipped (he mere I y 
didn't know which way to go!) he walked out unaided, having spent a cold night 
out (without the warmth of a fire>. 

SEPTEMBER:A 10 year old boy became lost in the Steavenson Fa I Is area (near 
Marysvi I le). Despite an extensive search, lasting four days, he was never 
found. Conditions once again were cold and snowy. 

OCTOBER: A I arge schoo I party of 59 pup i Is and 5 adu Its was overdue in the 
Tarli Karng/Wel lington Plains area. A small party of S & R members using 
cross country skis aided in the search which was successful in that all of 
the lost party was found, but some of the children were lucky to receive no 
more serious injuries than mild frost bite. This search highlighted the 
need for better leadership where large inexperienced parties of walkers are 
concerned- The National Fitness Counci I of Victoria is helpi.ng in this regard 
with their ~buntain Leadership Courses being run at present. 

NOVEMBER: Partly due to the high incidence of searches and also due to the 
recognised ability of FederationS & R Pessonnel, grants were received from 
two sources by the Federation to help cover search and rescue expenses. 
Firstly $200 was received from the Dried Fruits Industry, then an annual 
grant of $750 became available from the State Government. 

A top priority in 1975 is justifying the confidence In which we are held and to 
spend these grants in an efficient manner. 

Pim Dent 
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TIALXS SECRETARY 1 S Rl!.""PORT 

During 1974, the tot--al number of pecple co:ning out on all ~·!alks with this Club has 
once again continued the trend of being higher than that of the previous year. This 
was the case despite the drop in the numbers going on Heekend and extended tri-ps. 
The Increasing popularity of day walks was to be expected, but the sudden and 
inexplicable drop in weekenclvJal!<ers ; especially the female type, reduces the Hon. 
Walks Sec. and his cabal of advi~ers to a state of gibbering incomprehension. Out 
of a total of over 260 members, there are only 3 or 4 (!!!!)females \·1ho I 1:1ould 
class as regular t;eekend \vall<ers. So how about it girls? 

duses were used on four occasions during the year but once again as in other years. 
their higher cost I i mi t s their usa. Van fares have had to be put Lip from 30~~ for 
days wa I ks, to so;.; for \'leekend wa I ks because of t ncreased van costs. 

1 v1ou I d 1 ike to thank a I I the wa I ks I eaders for I ead i ng the l r respective ·.·!a I ks and 
the fo II owing ( t n a 1 pha~eti ca I order) ~'lho comprised the \·Ja ll<s sub·~commi ttee during 
the year:- Jerry Grc:-~ ·J;1se, Fred :1a II s, Rod : iatt i ng I ey, John S Iseman, Sob Stee I , 
Darre I Su II ivan and Tyrone Thomas. 

Details of_ Attendances 

DAY HALI<S ~JEEKEND ~·1 All/ ::; E)<TENDED \··JAU<S OVERALL 
: ; days or more ~--

YEAR TRIPS WALKERS TRIPS \•!AU<ERS TRIPS WALKERS TRIPS ~IALKERS VISITORS 

66 47 847 17 294 10 155 74 1295 * 
67 44 824 23 41; 9 137 76 1372 * 
68 43 942 20 343 t: 103 69 133G 433 

69 47 1007 22 445 7 :28 78 1580 519 

70 4Y 1269 2l 567 7 140 76 1976 576 

71 47 1247 29 511 14 262 90 2020 601 

72 51 1417 29 573 13 194 93 2134 715 

73 51 1605 29 ..--10 :;>,.., 10 171 90 2355 808 

74 51 17S'O 29 4'i0 14 169 94 2429 737 

·~ l~ot available 

Ale:£ Stirakut 

SOCIIJ.t s:·cRETARY 'S REPORT 

The year was fruitful in c-:-tracting nGw m6mbers to attend activites but there v1as, 
however, the usual large percentas3 of people who did not attend any functions at 
alI. I sti II consider participation in activities not necessarl ly linked with 
\·1alking, a vital factor in the continued bringing together of all our members 
whether young or not so young. The t'e was a continued interest in thef I I ms and 
s I ides that v1ere shown t;1rouf)hout the year and I v1ou I d I ike to thank very much 
all the people who were good enough to bring along their masterpieces. I think 
our photographic talents seem to increase enormously as the years go by. 
Visiting guests also proved popular, one notable talk being the one given by 1.~ar1'Jick 
Deacod< <Ausventure) • He held everyone spell bour.d and somewhat green with envy 
for an hour and a ha If. Again we mu~t thank Graham l·lcKi nney ':Jho continues year 
after year to bring in his movie projector thus saving the Club much bother and 
expense. 

There were t\•lo dinners and a square dance during the year- both being quite 
~'lell attended, but I still tend to think that the 60 members for each dinner, out 
of a club of 270, a bit on the sma!l side. 

To cone I ude, I \'IOU .1 d I ike to say that again I have had much pI easure in meet 1 ng a II 
the ne\'1 peop I e and I sincere I y hope that this year the C I ub ~·!i I I be a soc I a 1 bonanza. 

GPaham Hodgson 
---·-·.........,.._ ____ _ 
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FEOEf~ATIOf~ OF VICTORIArJ 'i/ALi<ING CLUcJS i\EPOI~T 

Three r.1ajor d·8velopments have occurred in Federation affairs in the past twelve 
months: a Conservation Subcommittee under the chairmanship of ~Jri an i'iarti n v-1as 
set up~ the State Govern~ent has made ~750 avai table on an annual basis for 
searc;1 and rescue purposes;: and under the: joint sponsorship of the Federation, 
the Victorian dati on a I Parks Association and the Save Our 8usi1 I ands Action 
Cm.•mittec, Dick Johnson;s book Tl1e Alps at the Crossroads :. v!as published at the 
end of i~ovember. 

Looking at each of these developments in turn: tiie Conservation SubconTnittee \•!as 
formed because t;1e task \vas becoflli ng too I arge for the FV':.IC Counci I Executive to 
look after unaided, and tile su :~committee has therefore taken over a continuing 
activity. Ti1e middle 70's, hovH.:wer, are crucial years in shaping the destiny of 
near I y a II the country in Victoria ti1at is of va I ue to bus;1v1a I kers, so that the 
i 1.1portance of continuing support for the \'Jorl<. of this Subcommittee cannot be 
ovarstated. Unfortunately some clubs have not been maldng the contribution 
expected of ther11, and our own delegate to the Conservation Sul>committee$ Jerry 
Grandage, had at short notice to provide data on 31ocks te,. IS and 20 of the 
AI pinG Study Area. (Data on the area ori gina I ly assigned to i !3\·!, the Bogong -
Feathertop blocks, had of course been submitted mon~·hs earlier). In addition to 
preparing material for LCC Study !~eports and recommendations for Final Su)missions, 
as ilas been notified to members from time to time in ··News··~ the Conservation 
SuL>comr11 i ttee is a I so concerned vli th the formu I at ion of gonera I poI icy in such 
areas as the control of :-~ational Parks 1 the question of Tracks and Huts, attitude 
to various forestry practices etc. etc. Once again some difficulty has been 
experienced in getting clear and detailed responses from the ordinary membership 
of sane of the ciubs. 

Tih3 funding of Search and Rescue by the State Governr:~ent rep resents something of 
a breakthrough for the Federation, and sho•:Js that the public service provided by 
the clubs through S & R is at I ast being recognised. Some of this money ,., i II be 
ava i I ab I e for d i sburser11ent to the c I ubs in respect of expenses incurred by them 
in connection \'1 i tit S ~ R acti viti es ;· ':Jh i le the reua i nder \'!iII be used for the 
acquisition of equ i pr.·F.Jn·l, c.r1d for spec i a I p rejects designed to make the ~J e nera I 
pub I i c more a\vare of the dangE:rs they face in the mountains and of \/hat they 
should do if they do become lost. '. 'hi le government support has at last been 
forthcoming for an activity so o:Jviously a puolic service,, and so obviously of 
puu I i c i ty-va I ue, as S & R: it si1ou I d be noted that it i::: on I y t:·woug:~ tile 
Federation that tho individual clubs have any future hopes of obtaining financiE:lf 
grants. Politicians are very vot8-conscious; and ai~·Jays \'!ant to kno:J hov1 nany 
people an organisation \·d ti1 which they are dea I i ng rep resents. Li tt I e success 
has so far been had in g8ttins funds from e.g. the Youth Counci I of Victoria or 
tne Sports Counci I, but if success is eventually achieved it wi I I be by the 
Federation rather than oy any individual club, 

A I I nler:Jue•-s of the c I uo shou I d ;Jy nov! have a copy of ··The AI ps at the Crossroads· : ; 
and wi II realise the central importance of this document in our struggle for 
Victoria 1 s best walking country. Sales have been going so wei I that a second 
press run of 7000 copies has been completed in anticipation of the book being 
taken up for use in projects by sor,1e of the secondary schools. Ti1is should 
enonnously increase the impact of the book as students bring it to the attention 
of parents v<~ho \'IOU I d norma II y pass it by ':.' i thout notice in the bookshops 
themse I ves; in sucil roundabout v1ays informed pui; I i c op i n ion, the momentum of 
\'lil i ch sometimes takes governments by su rpr i SG ~ is often generated. It seems 
ont ire I y poss i b I e to r11e that in future years the pub I i cation of Di cl~ Johnson's 
oook vd I I b2: seen to be the Federation is most significant achievement in I ~:'74. 

Graham Wills-Johnson 
FVVTC Delegate 

EQUIPMENT OFFICER'S REPORT 

Tl1e tot a I income fo1- the h : ring 

f~ucksacks 

Tents 
Sleeping Sags 
Ground Sheets 

of equipment for 1974 is as follows: 

$20.35 
~ 12. 15 
~~I 0. 90 
:·.; 3. JO TOTAL: $46.90 

Pa:u l. Wieneke. 
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