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SOCIAL EVENTS 

TEN PIN BOWLING 

Tuesday 22 June 8.00 p.m. 

$9.95 deal - 2 Games 
- Shoes 
-Drink 
- Nibbles 

Northcote Bowl 
166 Victoria St Northcote 

ormeetme at 
Peacock Inn, 210 High St Northcote 

from 6.00 p.m. for a meal 

Names required by Weds 16 June 

MEAL before we MEET 

Join the diehards at TOTO'S in Lygon St 
on 

Wednesday 16 June from 6.00 p.m. 

for a meal and a bushies send off to 
Becky Marshall who's journeying 

across the water! 

TOTO'S - recommended by 
Bob, Mary, Mick and Merilyn. 

MID-WINTER BUSH BALL 

with the Emu Creek Bush Band 

Warm yourself to a night of dance on this long 
and cold winter 's night. 

Dress: Colonial or neat casual · 

Saturday 26 June 8.00 p.m. 
NORTHCOTE TOWN HALL 

High St., Northcote. 
BYO supper and drink 

For tickets ring: 

Garry , Margot 

$12 single prepaid or $15 at the door. 

Andrew Low, Social Secretary 
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Correspondence should be directed to: The Secretary 
Melbourne Bushwalkers Inc. 
PO Box 1751Q 
MELBOURNE 3001 

Meetings are held in the clubrooms, MacKenzie St Melbourne (rear of the Horticultural Society building) 
every Wednesday night 7.00-9.00 p.m. Visitors are always welcome. 

Please note that articles for "The News" may be faxed to the News Editor on 

Clo5ing date for the July edition is Wednesday 30 June 1993. 

PRESIDENT'S PAGE 

ARTICLES AND LETTERS TO THE ED. 

The letters we receive bring interest and enliven the 
pages of "News"- keep them flowing. We need to 
point out from time to time that the Editor has the 
responsibility of shortening letters and articles 
which are too long for our modest publication. 
Occasionally she brings an item to the Committee 
for guidance when she has doubts whether its 
publication would be in the best interests of the 
Club. In common with other papers, we also have 
a policy of not printing anonymous letters or 
articles. 

******* 

THANKS FROM SPENCER'S SISTER 

Following is an extract from a letter I received 
from Spencer's sister Marcia: 

"John and I gratefully acknowledge the assistance 
from yourself and other bushwalkers after 
Spencer's untimely death. We do appreciate the 
things you did personally and thank Sylvia and 
Lloyd for locating and bringing the car back to 
Balwyn, Derrick for help in getting vital 
information from the computer and Mark and 
Lloyd for undertaking to sort through all those 
slides. There were so many of trips that Spencer 
had done with his bushwalking friends and I know 
he would be pleased if his friends could have them 
now. 

Thank you to all the Bushwalkers who attended the 
funeral service and to Doug who gave such a lovely 
account of Spencer, and to those who sent wreaths. 
The one from the Bushwalkers was so appropriate 
with its beautiful native flowers, and the other 
colourful ones brightened up the day. 

As I am very deaf, the Minister arranged for a tape 
to be made so I could hear it later. I am enclosing a 
copy in case there were any of Spencer's friends 

who couldn't get to the service and would like to 
hear it.* 

As we flew to Melbourne from Sydney on that sad 
day, we wondered where we would begin. The 
help from you and the Bushwalkers meant a great 
deal to us. Would you please thank them all for us. 

Marcia and John Ray" 

* Doug Pocock has the tape if anyone would like it 

******* 

MEMBERS' DOINGS 

Good to have Dianne Bester back walking with us 
again. From the tales heard on the Baw Baw 
weekend, it sounds like we're lucky she is home. 
Ask her to show you her frostbitten toes! 

Some of us joined Sandra Mutimer in celebrating 
an important birthday last month, along with a 
story teller from the Fairy Shop, and seven bearded 
Bushie dwarfs - Max, Bob, Bill, Doug, Ken, GT 
and Dave. Many happy returns, Sandra. 

My spies tell me we are late with the new of the 
engagement of our Search and Rescue squad chief, 
Stephen Down to Jackie Eagles. The wedding is 
on 18 September. Our best wishes to you both. 

Also very late with congratulations to still-with
his-boots-on-and-walking-with-us-Life-Member 
Fred Halls who celebrated his 80th birthday back 
in December. Our wishes for continued good 
health, Fred. Some standard you are setting us! 

Do let us have news of the comings and goings and 
celebrations of members for noting in "News." I'll 
be away for the next six weeks, so tell Derrick or 
Merilyn. 

Jean Giese, President 
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CLUB'S ACCUMULATED FUNDS 

I agree with Graeme Thornton's ideas regarding 
Club funds (I suggest it be invested in "green" 
investments.) 

I would also like to see some of the money used, 
perhaps in conjunction with the Federation con
servation committee, to publicise the desirability of 
clo~ing bush tracks. This would help counteract 
the rednecks who want open slather on the bush 
and who put a lot money where their mouths are. 

B.oug Pocock 

CONSERVATION MATTERS 

Central Highlands National Park 

As published in the June issue of Park Watch (the 
newsletter of the VNP A): 

''The major proposal within the proposed recomm
endations is that there be a new national park in the 
Central Highlands of 73,560 hectares. This new 
park would be based around the three Melbourne 
Water closed catchments of Maroondah, 
O'Shannassy and Upper Yarra. It would also 
incorporate Lake Mountain, including the alpine 
resort, the Cumberland Reserve and some small 
areas of State Forest." 

Although, as a Club, we welcome the proposals we 
believe that the following additional areas should 
be added as these are areas we walk in frequently: 

the Upper Acheron link 
Lake Mountain area 
Amoud Creek link 

Boundaries of these areas need to be extended to 
incorporate rainforest and old growth forest areas. 

Other areas include: 
north of the O'Shannassy catchment to 
Steavenons Falls Reserve 

a link between the Upper Yarra catchment to 
Baw Baw National Park 

a link between the northern end of Lake 
Mountain and Mt Torbreck. 

-
Elizabeth Spriggs 
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BUSH SAFETY 

The recent search and rescue mission for James 
O'Shea was the biggest since 1987. A report in 
VicWalkNews of June 1993 includes the following 
reminder of the basic rules for bush safety: 

"Mr O'Shea walked alone in a remote area, left no 
information regarding his intentions, did not carry a 
map and compass, and did not remain in the one 
place once lost. Adherence to conventional 
wisdom in any one of these respects would have 
been sufficient to avoid this major search. His 
surviva~ and indeed that he was found at all, are 
largely due to the prolonged dry spell and his 
physical fitness." 

50 YEARS ALONG THE TRACK 

- light at the end of the tunnel! 

As I was reminded recently in a letter from a 
concerned member, for several months there has 
been no news of progress of our 50 year history. 
The reason for this is simple: there has not been 
much to report While there were many people 
involved, progress was (relatively) fast. The 
remaining work, however, has hinged on one or 
two people, including yours truly, causing a 
bottleneck. 

The current state of affairs is that all the changes 
have been input to the computer version of the 
book, and all 66,966 words now reside on a 3.5" 
floppy disc, fully edited, revised many times, 
checked for consistencies and now ready for the 
editor's fmal read through. The designer will then 
manipulate the text into the fmal book form ready 
for the printer. 

Knowing what I now know about this whole 
process, there are probably a few tasks yet to be 
identified in this fmal run up to the printer. 

A publishing date? I hope to be in a position to 
declare that quite soon. 

Watch this space! 
Herrick Brown 
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DAY WALKS- JULY 1993 

SUN 4 JUL 93 CAMPASPE RIVER - TURPINS FALLS E/MEDIUM & MEDIUM 

LEADERS 
TRANSPORT 
EXPECTED RETURN : 
MAP REFERENCE 
APPROX DISTANCE : 

SALLY BOUVIER (866 1232) & NIGEL HOLMES 
BUS FROM SOUTH BANK BLVD. AT 9.00 A.M. 
7.00P.M. 
EDGECOMBE 1:25,000 
14& 18KM 

The walk starts in interesting gorge country on the Campaspe river. We walk upstream along the river, 
from Harford Bridge to Turpins Falls. We then walk across open farmland and into forest in undulating 
countryside. We then walk down to Green Hill which offers great views of the surrounding area. From 
Green Hill we continue on to the Metcalfe State Forest 

This will be a great day out as it offers all types of countryside as well as some interesting falls. 

SAT 10JUL 93 

LEADER 
TRANSPORT 
MEETING PLACE 
EXPECTED RETURN 
MAP REFERENCE 
APPROX DISTANCE : 

HISTORICAL WALK: BRUNSWICK 

ATHOL SCHAFER 
TRAM/TRAIN 
10.00 A.M UNDER 1HE CLOCKS, FLINDERS STREET STATION 
S.OOP.M. 
MELWAYS 27, 28,42 
14KM 

EASY 

This could be the first Club walk along Melbourne's other river, now rivalling the Yarra with many riverside 
, features such as the Teagardens, the Scenic Lookout and many parks and reserves. We start at Cordite 

Avenue and fmish the 14 kilometres at Footscray. 

SUN 11 JUL 93 

LEADERS 
TRANSPORT 

MT MACEDON -CHEROKEE - MT CHARLIE 

JOHN KITfSON & DENISE TRIFFETI 
BUS FROM SOUTH BANK BLVD. AT 9.00 A.M. 

For details of this walk, please see leaders in the Club rooms. 

SAT 17 JUL 93 

LEADER 
TRANSPORT 

BEGINNERS X-COUNTRY SKIING - LAKE MOUNTAIN 

: MICKMANN 
: PRIVATE 

EASY & MEDIUM 

EASY 

For details of this skiing trip, please contact leader in the Club rooms or phone (H) 497 4674 .. 

SUN 18 JUL 93 

LEADERS 
TRANSPORT 
EXPECTED RETURN : 
MAP REFERENCE 
APPROX DISTANCE : 

PAULS RANGE -SCHOOLHOUSE RIDGE 

PETER HA VUCEK & KEITH LANGHAM 
BUS FROM SOUTH BANK BLVD. AT 9.00 A.M. 
6.30P.M. 
TOOLANGI 1:25,000 
13 & 16KM 

EASY & MEDIUM 

From a starting point in Bedford Lane (370627) the walk starts along the lane going south-east, then climbs 
onto Schoolhouse Ridge. From there it follows northward the line of knolls along Pauls Range to a point 
about 1.5 km south-west ofToolangi, returning to the bus along Pauls Creek. 

On our preview we saw wallabies and yellow-tailed black cockatoos and were given an extended concert by 
two lyrebirds. The wattles will be out, so hoping for good weather on this mid winter walk. 
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WED 21 JUL 93 

LEADER 
TRANSPORT 
MEETING PLACE 

EXPECfED RETURN : 
MAP REFERENCE 
APPROX DISTANCE : 

OLD WARBURTON TRAIN LINE 

JAN LLEWELYN 
PRIVATE 

THE NEWS JUNE 1993 

EASY/MEDIUM 

8.30 AM. JEAN GIESE'S, 9 ALBERT CRES, SURREY Hll..LS, OR 
9.45 AM CAR PARK NEXT TO HOME HOTEL LAUNCHING PLACE (MEL WAYS ll9C H6) 
6.00P.M. 
MELWAYSMAP ll9C,D,E,F 
17KM 

This is a flat walk on the opened section of the Warburton Walking Trail. There will be a good chance of 
afternoon tea in Warburton before leaving for home. 

SUN 25 JUL93 MT WILLIAM - MOLLISONS CREEK GORGE 

· · BRIAN KILNER & PETER MCGRATH LEADERS 
TRANSPORT 
EXPECTED RETURN : 
MAP REFERENCE 
APPROX DISTANCE : 

BUS FROM SOUTH BANK BLVD. AT 9.00 AM 
7.30P.M. 
GOLDIE NORTH 1:25,000 
16&20KM 

EASY & EASY/MEDIUM 

A bracing winter walk, mostly across open country (no tracks) downhill from Mt William to Mollisons 
Creek, near Pyalong. The area abounds in large granite formations and spectacular views. This trip was 
last done in the heat of summer, but I don't expect any cases of sun-stroke this time, though it would be wise 
to bring your warm wet-weather gear. The route is the same for both groups, except that the easy group 
misses out on climbing Mt William. 

SAT31JUL93 DANDENONGSEXPLORER:KALORAMA-BURKESLOOKOUT EASY 

LEADER 
TRANSPO&T 
EXPECfED RETURN 
MAP REFERENCE 
APPROX DISTANCE 

MICHAEL HUMPHREY 
PRIVATE OR TRAIN 
4.00P.M. 
MEL WAYS MAP 120, 52 & 66 
12KM 

We will meet at 11.00 a.m. (sharp) at the Kalorama Memorial Reserve (Melway 120 A9/B9- enter via 
Grange Road). H you are coming by public transport, please ring me on 598 7817 (after 7.00 p.m.) and I 
will arrange for you to be picked up at Bayswater Station. (Train departs Flinders St at 9.29 a.m. and 
arrives at Bayswater Station at 10.24 a.m.). 

The walk has some of the most spectacular views in the Dandenongs, so let's hope it is a fairly clear day. 
Lunch will be at Mt Dandenong (the highest point in the Dandenongs, I think) and shelter is available here 
if necessary and there is also a Milk Bar there if you can't be bothered bringing lunch. From here we make 
our way to Burkes Lookout (the second highest point in the Dandenongs, I think) for afternoon tea then we 
make our way back to Kalorama. 

This walk is what I would call "challenging" in that there are a few uphill climbs but they are certainly not 
difficult and as a reward we could have a devonshire tea after the walk. Even though I might be a bit 
biased, this is certainly not a walk to be missed - it hasn't been done for about 5 years to my knowledge. 
Good footwear is a definite must. Hope to see you all there. 

SAT31 JUL93 

LEADER 
TRANSPORT 

MT STIRLING SKIING 

STEPHEN ROWLANDS 
PRIVATE 

Information about this skiing trip will be given in the July "News". 

EASY/MEDIUM 
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2-4JUL 93 

WEEKEND WALKS - JUL 1993 

PYRENEES RANGES 

LEADER 
TRANSPORT 
EXPECI'ED RETURN : 
MAP REFERENCE 
APPRO X DISTANCE : 

PAUL STRIPEIKIS 
PRIVATE 
SUNDAY NIGHf 
AVOCA NORTII1:25,000 
16KM 

THE NEWS JUNE 1993 

EASY/MEDIUM 

The Pyrenees Ranges are about an hour's drive north-west of Ballarat and about 10 km west of Avoca. The 
area was once rich in gold and evidence of gold diggings are everywhere. Now the Avoca area is known for 
its vineyards which we will have views of on the walk. 

On the Sunday the lunch stop will be at an old slate quarry. To make the walk both more interesting and 
challenging it is mainly off track. However, the land is open forest and fairly dry. In addition, it will be a 
great opportunity to practise those map reading and navigation skills as we will be walking up and down 
various spurs, knolls and gullies. On the preview, we spotted numerous wallabies and kangaroos as well as 
several birds. 

If we fmish early on the Sunday, and anyone is interested, there may be an opportunity to explore the local 
wineries of Avoca. 

16-18 JUL 93 POT LUCK SKI TRIP 

LEADER 
TRANSPORT 
EXPECI'ED RETURN : 
MAP REFERENCE 
APPROXDISTANCE : 

GRAHAM BREEN 
PRIVATE 
SUNDAY EVENING 
POTLUCK 
CO~ORTABLEFORGROUP 

EASY/MEDIUM 

The idea'of a pot luck trip at this time of the season is to enable the location to be determined on the basis of 
where the snow is best I will be looking for somewhere that will enable people to drive close to on the 
Friday evening and rendezvous for an early start to the snow on Saturday. I would prefer a ski in of less 
than 10 km, maybe closer to 6 km, and then to set up a base camp to enjoy skiing without packs and not to 
make the ski out on Sunday remotely exhausting prior to the drive home. 

I would appreciate any suggestions as to location closer to the date. This trip could be looked on as an 
opportunity to gain experience prior to skiing in to Wilky for the first time and also as an introduction to 
snow camping. 

23-25 JUL 93 

LEADER 
TRANSPORT 
EXPECI'ED RETURN : 
MAP REFERENCE 
APPROX DISTANCE : 

MTKOOYOORA 

ROSEMARY COTTER 
PRIVATE 
SUNDAY NIGHf 
BOGONG ALPINE AREA 1:50,000 
NOT MUCH HORIZONTAL, HEAPS VERTICAL 

EASY /MEDIUPf. 

Where's that I hear you exclaim! Not yet previewed. Imagine my delight at fmding an Algona publication 
"The Kooyoora country by road and track" by our own Fred Halls. To quote "This is not a high range of 
mountains; Mt Kooyoora ( 480 m) is the highest point but the region holds great fascination with the 
multitude of boulders and granite slabs set amongst forests of red gum, ironbark and box, and also mallee 
scrub lands; all with their accompanying natural wildflower gardens." 

It sounds a fascinating area, 218 km north west of Melbourne so come along and explore it with me. 
Details on base camp or peripatetic movements available closer to the time. 
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23-25 JUL 93 

LEADER 
TRANSPORT 
EXPECfED RETURN : 

MT BOGONG SKIING 

BILL METZENTHEN 
PRIVATE 
SUNDAY NIGHf 
BOGONG ALPINE AREA 1:50,000 

THE NEWS JUNE 1993 

MEDIUM/HARD 

MAP REFERENCE 
APPRO X DISTANCE : NOT MUCH HORIZONTAL, HEAPS VERTICAL 

I stopped going to Bogong in the middle of winter because of the ice. But then friends kept telling about the 
great snow they found in the depths of winter. My aim is to ski Bogong in the deep powder which will be 
there this year (do I hear oink-oink, flap-flap?). 

We will try to get access via the Eskdale Spur if we have enough 4WD vehicles, otherwise we will go up 
the Staircase Spur. If the weather is settled and fme we might camp on top. Otherwise we will descend to 
camp among trees. 

If you wish to get to the top no matter what the conditions might be, then you should bring an ice-axe and 
crampons (and know how to use them). Come along equipped to handle extreme weather conditions (but it 
will be ftne, won't it?). 

30 JUL-1 AUG 93 MAJOR MITCHELL PLATEAU · MEDIUM 

LEADER 
TRANSPORT 
EXPECfED RETURN : 
MAP REFERENCE 
APPROX DISTANCE : 

DOUG POCOCK 
PRIVATE 
7.00 P.M. SUNDAY NIGHf 
VICMAP SOUTHERN GRAMPIANS 
26KM 

A spectacular walk with good views, wildflowers, rockl!opping, the lot. We will meet at the Jimmy Creek 
camping ground on Friday night Saturday will start with a short car shuffle before starting the 800 m climb 
to the plateau. 

Please note that if the weather is foul (and it can snow on these higher peaks) then a lower walk may be 
considered, but bring your winter woollies anyway. 

30 JUL-1 AUG 93 INTRO TO SNOW CAMPING- HEATHY SPUR EASY/MEDIUM 

LEADER 
TRANSPORT 

LES SOUTHWELL 
PRIVATE 

Information about this skiing trip will be given in the July "News". 

POST SCRIPT TO WILKINSON CELEBRATIONS 

P.S. 1 I recently received a phone call from 
Brisbane from Mrs Hilda Reid, widow of Lasse 
Olsen. Lasse lived at Wilkinson with his parents in 
1933-34, around the age of 13-14. The Olsens 
were the first occupants of the Cottage. I had tried 
to track them down to invite them to our 
celebrations but was unable to do so - hence my 
great surprise at receiving the phone call. 
Coincidentally, Lasse died the weekend of our 
celebrations. The phone call was to arrange to 
scatter Lasse's ashes around Wilky as he 
remembered that time as "the best time of his life". 

P.S. 2 Jan and I visited Martin Romuld, Wilky 
resident 1936-41. He had some fascinating photos 
such as Bogong village just a few tents, Joe 
Holstens hut burning down, the ski jump above 
Wilky in use and tennis tournaments at the tennis 
court. Martin also had a fund of interesting stories 
about his life up there. He had a bet with a friend 
(for a crate of beer) that he could ski to Hotham 
and back in less than 6 hours. He did it in 9!4 ! ! 

We very much enjoyed our visit there and 
chatting with him; he in tum appreciated the gift of 
some of Gill Breen's Wilky birthday cake. 

B.oug Pocock 
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SEARCH AND RESCUE 

As most people are probably aware, James O'Shea 
the Industrial Relations Commissioner became lost 
in the Mt Murray area of the Victorian Alps from 
22-29 April. Three of the Club's Search & Rescue 
members were able to take part in the search, the 
Club's ftrst for many years. Mark Walters, Peter 
Chalkley and myself were available late at night on 
Sunday 25 April. Bill Metzenthen was still in the 
car driving home after a Club walk (bad luck Bill). 

Club members who went on a recent Club trip to 
the Wongungarra River will certainly agree that the 
area is extremely steep, rugged and remote, not a 
great place to get lost in. A full account of the trip 
would take up a couple of pages of News. I will 
instead try to give a brief overview of what our 
Club members experienced. 

This search had a couple of special aspects to it. A 
major search like this which requires two call-outs 
of the Federation's S&R Section only happens 
about every ftve years. The other unusual thing 
was that the weather was superb for the duration of 
the search. James can be thankful for that. 

Everything else was pretty typical of a search. 

• 

• 

• 

Having to be at the Brunswick Police Station at 
1.00 a.m. after a rushed couple of hours getting 
packed. 

A four and a half hour mini bus trip to Bright 
in which sleep was impossible. 

First job, a line search in the bush surrounding 
the lost man's 4WD. The bush being steep, 
filled with brambles and stinging nettles, a 
great way to get rid of any sleepiness. 

• Luckily enough to be at Base when the Police 
portable canteen was giving out hot food and 
drinks. 

• Not getting too bothered about having to do 
lots of waiting, even when bashing through the 
scrub. 

• Trying to ignore the numerous TV helicopters 
and camera operators. 

• Having to search down steep scrub-filled 
gullies and spurs and not fmding anything. 

Being held back from further searching due to 
the hazards of trees falling, rocks exploding 
and heavy smoke caused by the lost man's 
campfires getting out of control and becoming 
wild fires. 

• More waiting. 

• Being driven along usually closed 4WD tracks 
by Police in their impressive 4 WD vehicles at 
break neck speed. 

• Waiting in hope that a trip in the Police 
helicopter may take place if your group is 
chosen to be dropped into a remote spot. 
Which of course never eventuates. 

• Trying to ignore the morbid feeling that 
pushing back the next fern may reveal 
something which a person would rather not 
have to witness. 

• On the other hand, imagining the excitement if 
we were to stumble across the lost man and 
have to put our rescue skills into practise. 

• Having to wade knee deep and scrub bash up 
creeks choked with vegetation. 

The challenge of navigating precisely in 
difficult terrain and relaying any information 
back to Base via VHF Radio. 

• The almost constant talk amongst our group, 
and other searchers when back at base, about 
the possible place and condition that the lost 
man could be in . 

• The physical and mental tiredness that we all 
suffered from after three days solid searching . 

• How good my own bed felt at 1.30 a.m. 
Thursday morning. 

A list of guidelines that members must meet to 
become a S&R member is given in the Federation 
of Victorian Walking Clubs S&R Section's new 
Search and Rescue Manual, page 71. The Club's 
library in the clubrooms now has two copies, see 
Mary Leonard to obtain a loan of one. Even if you 
are not interested in becoming a S&R member the 
manual gives some very good information that all 
walkers should know a little about. Any of us 
could fmd ourselves in a Search or Rescue situation 
on a trip. 

If you have any queries about joining the Section 
don't hesitate to contact me at home ( ) or 
the clubrooms. 

Stephen Hown 
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MT CLEAR - MT MCDONALD 7-9 MAY 1993 

"Come prepared for all weather conditions, 
including snow" it said in the News preview. So, I 
packed my thennals, however Friday night in 
Sheepyard Flat was quite wann. We woke to a 
misty morning and almost mustered in time, 
leaving camp at 7.30 before driving for 1112 hours 
to the beginning of a long trudge up a 4WD track. 

When we reached a plateau we soon got into our 
stride only to be brought back by Peter Day's newly 
acquired navigation skills at the junction with the 
Alpine Track. The Alpine Track up to Mt Clear 
was quite steep, but the preview promised "We'll 
have lunch at the top enjoying some great views". 
Wrong! We had lunch below the top and the views 
weren't there. But as we sat eating lunch the clouds 
started to shift till by lunch's end the views ~ 
great. For the rest of the afternoon we followed the 
Alpine Track over Square Top through magnificent 
stands of snow gums, all the while enjoying 
extensive views of neighbouring mountain peaks 
and valleys. 

On the top of Square Top there was much 
discussion of the significance and deeper meanings 
of a freshly graded track that led over a cliff edge. 
Nobody could see an abandoned grader or 
bulldozer at the cliff bottom. Our campsite for the 
night was in a saddle below Square Top where 
Derrick and Gina forsook their rock terrace bijou 
campsite with commanding views, due to its 
zoning not allowing a high occupancy rate. 

Amongst the yams exchanged over the camp fire 
that night, the m<>St poignant was that of Peter 
Ashby who lamented never sharing a tent with a 

girl, previously unmet, and enquiring how it was 
done? 

The sun was already up when we started walking 
up to High Cone. The scene from the top was 
magnificent - many distant peaks were sighted and 
named, whereas nearby The Bluff brooded under a 
thick mist. After dropping down over a lightly 
scrubbed saddle we climbed up to The Nobs. 
Again great views were had, however Mt 
McDonald, our next and last peak, looked ominous, 
veiled by cloud. · 

We walked along the ridge to the second Nob 
without packs, passing a tree full of Gang Gangs 
totally oblivious to us. We counted 5 females and 
2 red-headed males. 

Lunch was had on a small plateau below Mt 
McDonald before our last ascent to its top. I had 
read that Mt McDonald had 3 peaks, but I'm sure I 
counted several more 'false peaks'. The ridges 
were quite narrow in places and the rocks were 
quite slippery. When we reached the top to enjoy 
extensive 360" views it started to rain. Once we 
had all mustered at the top with a count off we 
began a most interesting descent, including 3 cliffs 

- where walkers helped each other to negotiate these 
obstacles by placing hands on parts of bodies not 
nonnally touched in polite company! 'Through 
continuous rain we bush bashed through more 
scrub before finding a 4 WD track that led to the 
first car. Mter a short car shuffle we changed into 
dry clothes before driving to Mansfield for an 
excellent meal at the Delatite Hotel to complete a 
great weekend. 

Tom Broughton 

BAWBAWPLATEAU 21-23MAY1993 

Twelve mountaineers began their expedition by 
driving up a winding gravel road to No 1 Car Park 
at Mt Baw Baw village. As we began walking, 
light rainfall and heavy threatening clouds soon 
increased our eagerness to set up camp in the 
vicinity of Sandye Flat northeast of Mt Baw Baw. 
Like animals in the area, we made our portable 
homes and scrambled in to hibernate for a couple 
of hours till the rain ceased. Then without a 
moment to spare we were ready to explore! 

We admired the vibrant shades of red and green 
colours found in the bark of Australian eucalyptus 
trees. We saw the beginnings of winter, Yes Snow! 
Patches of it laid along the track giving the 
mountain an entirely new fresh atmosphere. And 

for some, the snow was a weapon used to inspire 
battle or used as a means of revenge! 

The following day our leader Stephen Rowlands 
exposed the group to magnificent views from Mt St 
Gwinnear, then headed west along Thompson Run, 
that is when we could find it amongst the thick 
shrub, fmally arriving at Mt Baw Baw. 

It was a good weekend away, hope to meet up with 
people from the group on another occasion. Oh! 
Many thanks to those who used their skills by 
starting a roaring fire on an extremely cold, wet 
Saturday night. 

Vittoria Clerici (new member!) 
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BIRD AND NATURE ENTHUSIASTS 

Whether you're an aspiring or expert birdwatcher or nature enthusiast then join us - the 
RAOU (Royal Australasian Ornithologists Union) . . The RAOU needs your support and if 
you join before 31 August you'll have a chance of winning a holiday voucher worth $1000 
or a Kowa Spotting Scope worth $800. 

By becoming a member you will learn a lot about birds and the environment. You can 
study bird behaviour, observe birds in exotic locations, join in our conservation activities, 
meet others who share your interest, conduct your own bird project, or just keep up to date 
with the latest bird news. 

Between 1977 and 1981, the RAOU produced the Atlas of Australian Birds which drew 
together birdwatchers from all walks of life. Today the RAOU has other membership 
based projects like the Next Record Scheme, the Australian Bird Count (ABC), wetland 
surveys and annual waterfowl counts, that help develop the skills of birdwatchers and 
greatly contribute to bird conservation. We hold monthly meetings to talk about birds, and 
annual social and educational events like Scientific Day, the Congress and Campout, and 
light-hearted events like the Twitchathon - a 24 hour birdwatching race. 

Members are encouraged to indulge in a visit tO any one of our four Bird Observatories 
(Barren Grounds in NSW, Rotamah Island in Victoria, and Eyre and Broome in WA). All 
are situated in scenic locations and offer comfortable accommodation, a variety of 
environmental courses and excellent birding at very affordable prices. 

All members receive Wingspan, our quarterly colour magazine, which is full of all the 
latest bird news and activities. Members are also entitled to discounts on optical 
equipment. The RAOU also publishes Emu, a prestigious scientific journal, Conservation 
Statements, RAOU Reports and maintains a comprehensive ornithological library, which 
members are at liberty to use. The RAOU is currently producing the Handbook of 
Australian, New Zealand and Antartic Birds (HANZAB). This six volume work will 
provide a comprehensive summary our our knowledge of all the birds occurring in 
Australasia. 

Apart from the obvious social and educational advantages of joining the RAOU, more 
importantly, it helps enable the RAOU to protect birds and undertake and support projects 
on endangered species like the Regent Honeyeater, the Orange-bellied Parrot and the 
Black-eared Miner. The RAOU welcomes everyone interested in the environment and 
birds and concerned about their future to join. If you have any queries please don't hesitate 
to contact the RAOU anytime. 

Join Australia's leading bird conservation organisation- the more members we have the 
more we do for Australasian birds. 
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SKIING IN SUMMER - IN NORTH AMERICA 

It was the _time of year when people were dying in 
Adelaide's 4o·c heat. Little did I know that a few 
weeks later I would be adjusting to temperatures of 
-3o·c in Yellowstone National Park. It seems a 
little excessive to suffer a 7o·c drop in temperature 
and a voyage to North America so that I could say I 
had gone skiing in summer. Yet the cross country 
skis were duly bagged and other luggage assembled 
in February for the Qantas flight to San Francisco 
and all points chilly. · We were a group of eight, 
and we were looking for snow. 

Four of us were runners, so the trip really started 
with an 18 km jog through the hills and dales of 
San Francisco, across the Golden Gate bridge, and 
along to Sausalito for a welcome glass of Anchor 
Steam beer at La Trieste. Some people shopped for 
new skis in San Francisco, but I had dragged my 
ancient metal-edged Schwendeners (gone 
completely flat) out from the cobwebs. I was ready 
to tackle Yosemite. 

There was snow in the valley at Yosemite, east of 
San Francisco. There was much more snow up 
above, at Badgers Pass. We tackled a tortuous 
route through the forest which left most people 
floundering. I surprised myself by staying upright 
and leading the way. Perhaps I was fmally learning 
to ski boldly rather than to be tentative in my 
approach. 

New snowfalls began, heralding a period of 
turbulent weather which created havoc across the 
eastern states. We were in the west, not yet out of 
California. We travelled north to the Royal Gorge 
resort, near Soda Springs, the centre for a 
bewildering array of groomed ski trails. I tried the 
new Fischer Revolution skis, wonderfully short and 
manoeuvrable. 

Royal Gorge Lodge served marvellous food, and 
plenty of it. There was always coffee available 
when we came in out of the snow and wind after 
exploring another prepared trail. The names were 
often intriguing: the Stagecoach circuit with Hi 
Jinx extension; R2D2 and Bon Appetit; Retours 
de Fatigues and Wiesel. The wind and fresh snow 
threatened to cover the newly laid tracks: we did 
lose our way on Stagecoach because of this and had 
to retrace our steps in a near-blizzard. Now I know 
why they kept the coffee bubbling. 

We had to dig our Cadillacs out of the snow before 
we could more on. Time to head acr.oss to Nevada 
and up into Wyoming and the town of Jackson 
Hole, gateway to the Grand Tetons and Yell ow
stone This was the land of elk and bison and 
moose. The temperature dropped to -s·c as we 
skied across Jenny Lalce at the foot of the Tetons. 
It wa5 about to get decidedly colder. 

The Teton range, which seems to rise almost 
vertically for about 2000 m from the surrounding 
plain, appeared from amongst the clouds as the sun 
broke through. We pushed our skis up Shadow 
Mountain across the way, then let gravity propel us 
down for a 3 km joyride. 

North to Yellowstone, journeying by snowmobile. 
A dazed moose was stranded on the roadway as 
kamikaze skidoos raced past Unfortunately, the 
animal was injured in a head-to-head with one of 
the "bubbleheads" (skidoo drivers wear funny 
helmets), and had to be destroyed. We arrived in 
the thermal area just in time to see the Old Faithful 
geyser blast off. They say that when the temp
erature drops to -4o·c, the steam clatters to earth as 
ice. While we were there it only reached -32.C! 

. We were soon on our way north to Canada, 
crossing into Montana and then over the border to 
Alberta and the famous Lake Louise. We skied 
across its frozen surface, dodging the ice sculptures 
and the skating rink. The trail at the end was so 
steep and icy that even the most intrepid abandoned 
skis in favour of walking. We journeyed for closer 
views of the high glaciated walls and valley which 
provided such a stunning backdrop to the lake's 
expanse. 

Canada brought us many fme trails to ski, but the 
highlight was a helicopter ride into Purcell Lodge, 
perched on the edge of an alpine meadow at the 
perimeter of Glacier National Park in British 
Columbia. We were soon trying to cope with deep 
powder snow, and beginning to realise why such a 
variety of specialised skis were available in North 
America. Telemark skis seemed to work the best 

All good things have to come to an end eventually, 
and once we flew out of Purcell it was all downhill 
to Vancouver. It was time to return the skis to their 
travelling bag for hibernation through the 
Australian summer. 

Michael Griffin 
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COMMITTEE NOTES - 7 JUNE 1993 

CORRESPONDENCE IN: 

Pearl, Chapman - use of Club's accumulated funds 
Federation minutes+ VicWalk 
Marcia & John Ray - thanks re Spencer 
Kerrie Norris, Bendigo - One Tree Hill 
Melbourne Uni - questionnaire 
John Ball- 50 year publication 
Michael Griffm 
Noel Tolley 
Keith Langham 

CORRESPONDENCE OUT: 

Noel Tolley 
LCC re Central Highlands Recommendation 

TREASURER'S REPORT AT 31 MAY 1993: 

MAY RECEIPTS: 

MAY PAYMENTS: 

BALANCE: · 
Current Account 
Reserves Account 
Postage float 

WALKS REPORT FOR APRIL: 

$ 
6,327 

3,433 

11,044 
52,<)00 

. 500 

$ 

63.544 

Total 
257 

Day walkers 
189 

W {E walkers Members Visitors 
68 180 77 

THE NEWS JUNE 1993 

Fees 
$1786 

Average number of Sunday walkers 35.75. (For April 92, average number was 29.25.) 
The Spring walks programme is in progress. 

GENERAL BUSINESS: 

Chris Lynch has designed promotional sheets (A4) for the Club which are to be displayed (free) in a 
number of sports shops and sports centres. Margaret Borden has offered assistance in identifying 
responses from this, plus carrying out a survey of visitors to find out why they are not joining. 
A questionnaire is to be prepared for visitors on Sunday walks. 

DUTY ROSTER: 

Jun 
Jun 
Jun 
Jut 

16 
23 
30 
7 

Derrick & Merilyn 
Elizabeth & Andrew 
Peter H & Mary 
Merilyn & Peter D 

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING: 5 July 1993 at 7.00pm 
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NEW MEMBERS 

The Club would like to welcome the following new members: 

JuJiaAnson Johanna Platt Jean Azzaro & Edwin ·Ladbrooke 

Stan Blewett Vittoria Clerici Nicole Dennis 

CHANGES OF INFORMATION 

Catherine Tenni Nicole Sinclair Trevor & Rosemary Thomson 

Michael Clode Sally Bouvier Andrea Mayes 

Julie Samson John Stanshall 

SOUTH AMERICA 
Southern Chile and Argentina: 5 weeks Dec 1993- Jan 1994 
Peruvian Amazon: 3 weeks, Jan - Feb 1994 
• Travel with a Spanish speaking guide. 
• Spend a few days on Easter Island. 
• Climb an active volcano. 
• Cruise through the Chilean fiords. 
• Do a 7-10 day walk through the magnificent Torres del 

Paine National Park. 
• Visit the Perito Moreno glacier where huge ice towers 

crash into the lake every few minutes. 
• Do a walk around Mt Fitzroy and Cerro Torre, mountain 

scenery second to none. 
• Visit Manu National Park and see an incredible variety of wildlife. 

Sound interesting?"Write for details. 

WILLIS'S WALKABOUTS 
12 Carrington Street 

Millner NT 0810 
Phone (089) 85 2134 Fax: (089) 85 2355 
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