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As a result of the Annual General Meeting held on 
Wednesday 26th February , 1996 the following were 
elected as the Committee of Management for 1996. 

President 

Vice Presidents 

Janet Norman 

Jean Woodger 

Derrick Brown 

Secretary Peter Chalkley 

Treasurer Peter Me Grath 

Walks Secretary Pearson Cresswell 

Assist Walks Secretary Lloyd Young 

Membership Secretary Peter Havlicek 

Wilkinson Lodge Mgr Doug Pocock 

News Editor Judy Gipps 

General Committee William Cone 

Ralph Blake 

Bill Metzenthen 

Patricia Ronchini 

Jenny Gregory 

The position of Social Secretary is yet to be filled .. 

Talk and Slide Night 

Cape York 

Wednesday, 13 March at 8.00 pm 

The Wilderness Society will present a Talk and Slides 
on the Cape York Campaign, 

in the Clubrooms 

Notice 

Wilkinson Lodge 
Winter Bookings Open on March 6th 

Labour Day Weekend Bus Trip to 
Lower Glenelg National Park 

8-11 March 1996 

Bookings have been strong and at the time of writing, 
we have an almost full bus. 

Passengers intending to use the Surrey Hills pick up 
are encouraged to use car pooling to reduce parking 
problems. 

Bob has been in contact with the relevant authorities 
and has been assured that there will be no problems 
with the Southbank Boulevard pick up. 

We will have a short dinner stop en-route on Friday 
night. To minimise the time taken by this stop you 
might like to bring along your own food. It might also 
give you a more palatable meal. 

Bus Trip for Queens Birthday Weekend 

8-10 June, 1996 
Our long weekend bus trips have been popular and so 
the committee has decided to run two this year. Our 
second trip will be run on the June long weekend to 
the Hattah Lakes National Park. We intend to run a 
base camp, pack carry walk and a canoe trip. 

Hattah is a lot further than our previous trips and the 
increased bus cost has necessitated an increase of the 
fee to $65. Mark this one on your calendar and see 

the next News for further information. 

Bill Metzenthen 
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from the Editor 

I hope that the photographs in this newsletter print. 
They look quite good on my printer and if they are 
successful please send in some with your walk reports. 
I may even introduce a caption competition if some 
sufficiently esoteric photographs are submitted. 

JudyGipps 

Presidents Prose 

This month it is not so much prose as preaching. 

Some of the leaders have mentioned that there a few 
people each walk who don' t turn up for one reason or 
another. As the leaders usually have a waiting list, it 
would be appreciated if you would let the leader know 
that you are not going, even if it is Saturday night. 
Then someone else can take your place and a seat on the 
bus wont be wasted. 

The equipment which we hire out to people so that they 
can try it out and see if the like camping and overnight 
walks is being well used. Please REMEMBER 
EQUIPMENT IS FOR CLUB TRIPS ONLY. Some of the 
Bushwalking Shops hire out gear if you are going on a 
private trip. DO NOT RING THE EQUIPMENT OFFICERS 
AT HOME UNLESS IT LS URGENT. There is always 
someone at the club rooms to answer questions and hire 
out gear. 

The NEWS is the official newsletter of the Melbourne 
Bushwalkers Inc. and is published monthly. 
Edited by Judy Gipps. 

Articles, walk reports, poems, snippets of news, reports of new 
gear, book reviews, letters "to the Editor", advertisements, etc are 
always welcome. 1l1e Editor reserves the right to edit articles, 
letters or other contributions, where space, clarity or propriety 
dictate. and to maintain editorial consistency 

Please note that articles for The NEWS may be : 
placed in the Red Box in the clubrooms or 
mailed to Judy Gipps, 14 Fairfield Grove, Caulfield South 3162, 
or 
faxed to me on 

Advertising Rates 

Y. Page I Issue-$20; 3 Issues-$ 50: 12 Issues ( I year)-$ 180 
%Page I Issue-$30; 3 Issues-$75; 12 issues-$270 
Full Page I issues-$50; 3 issues-$125; 12 issues-$450 

Only advertisements directly relating to bushwalking will be 
accepted (eg gear, maps, trips, tours) 

Members Ads - FREE 

Closing Date for MA Y96 News is 1ST MAY 96 
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The various jobs on the committee have been appointed. 

Bill Metzenthen CONSERVATION 

EQUIPMENT 

MAPS 

Jean Woodger & Patricia Ronchini 

William Cone 

LffiRARY 

TRACKS 

Ralph Blake & Bernie Webster 

Stephen Rowlands 

SEARCH & RESCUE Stephen Downs 

FEDERATION Bill Metzenthen, Athol Schafer & 
REPRESENTATIVES Stephen Rowlands 

We still don' t have a Social Secretary. Surely there is 
someone out there with a little time to organise a nosh
up or film night. 

Cheers 

Janet Norman 

federation 

You probably know that about $4 of your annual 
subscription goes to the Federation of Victorian Walking 
Clubs. Your Club usually has one or more delegates 
representing your interests at the monthly Council meetings 
of the Federation. At the March meeting, the following 
issues were considered, amongst others: 

• There is talk of removing Federation (and perhaps 
MUMC) hut from Mt Feathertop. Crowding and the 
behaviour of people attracted to the huts are cited as 
reasons. 

• The Alpine Resorts Commission seems set to allow 
cross country skiers a trail-fee free route at Falls Creek 
from Windy Comer to the far side of the dam wall. 

• The boundary of the Bogong National Park is being 
negotiated following the formation of Southern Hydro. 

• Most of the remaining copies of "'The Scroggin Eaters" 
are to be pulped. 

• The Federation now has a home page on the Internet. 

Your current nominated delegates to the Federation are 
Athol Schafer, Stephen Rowlands and myself. 

Bill Metzenthen. 

Meetings arc held in the Clubrooms, MacKenzie St., Melbourne 
(rear of the Royal Horticultural Society building) 

on WEDNESDAY Evenings between 7.00 pm and 9.00 pm. 

Visitors f!.!!. alwavs welcome. 

General correspondence should be directed to: 
The Secretary, Melbourne Bushwalkers Inc. 
PO Box 1751 Q, MELBOURNE 300 I 
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Previews for MaY DaY Walks 
Saturday 4 May 1996 
Easy 

Canterbury - Balwyn 

Leaders: Athol Schafer 
Transport: Train. Meet under the clocks 
Area: Boroondara 
Expected time of return: 5.00 pm 

Approximate length of walk: 5 km 
Map Reference: Melways Map 46 

The walk starts and finishes at Canterbury station -
going through the municipal gardens, then along 
avenues coloured with the autumn tints of Canterbury's 
famed pin oaks. Returning via the north branch of West 
Creek. Afternoon tea picnic style at Balwyn Park from 
where there is a good view of the Yarra Valley. 

Sunday 5 May 1996 
Easy/Medium & Medium 

Trawooi
Falls Creek Reservoir 

Leaders: Jean Woodger & Stuart Mann 
Transport: Bus from South Bank Boulevard at 9.00 am 
Area: SE Seymour 
Expected time of return: 7.30 pm 
Approximate length of walk: 15 & 19 km 
Map Referenc.e: Strath Creek, Seymour, Broadford 1:25,000 

The medium group start with a 500 metre ascent of Mt 
Hickey (Mt Tallarook) climbing through open forest 
and raucously screeching Sulphur Crested Cockatoos. 
The Easy/Medium group approach from a different spot 
to climb 200 metres. The walks then follow pleasant 
tracks - with some ups and downs - through the 
Tallarook State Forest, and head east to Warragul 
Rocks. From here the views of the surrounding ranges, 
Goulburn Valley and River below, are breath taking. 

We continue on to Falls Creek Reservoir and Cascades, 
before descending steeply for at least 2 km, through 
open farmland of rolling hills and huge granite boulders. 
This is a strenuous days walk, not an easy one, but the 
views as the day progresses are worth the effort. 

Warning: There is a fun run on this Sunday so please 
allow extra time to .find parking. 

Sunday 12 May 1996 
Easy/Medium & Medium 

Blackwood
Lederderg Gorge 

Leaders: Maureen Peck & Alan Ide 
Transport: Bus from South Bank Boulevard at 9.00 am 
Area: Lerderderg State Park 
Expected time of return: 7 pm 
Approximate length of walk: 14 kmMed, 9km ElM 
Map Reference:Lerderderg 1:25,000 Cons Forests & Lands 87 

The easy walk will conunence at O'Briens Crossing, 
and head upstream on Byers Track. We will visit the 
Tunnel which was cut to pan for gold. 

The medium walk will commence from the Blackwood 
Rd, via Razorback Track to Strachan Hill . We \viii 
then descend to the gorge near Whiskey Creek Track 
and reconnoitre downstream. The East Walk Track will 
take us back to O'Briens crossing. Points of interest 
throughout the day for both walks will·be the gold mines 
and diggings which are found throughout the area. 

Wednesday 15 May 1996 
Easy/Medium 

Mt Macedon 

Leaders: Trevor Thomson 
Transport: Private 
Expected time of return: 5.30 pm 
Approximate length of walk: 14 km 
Map Reference: Macedon Ranges Walking Trail (DCNR) 

Meet at 10. 15 am at Mt Macedon near the Hotel, or for 
a Melbourne location, ring Margaret Borden on 
98 18 8641. 

Mt Macedon is an old volcano with a breached wall on 
the township side. Our walk takes us around the horse
shoe shaped volcanic rim, starting at the new Memorial 
Cross, lunching at the Camels Hump, and descending 
past Sanatorium Lake and over Mt Toorong to the 
township. It offers tall forests, a fern gully, remains of 
an old rhododendron nursery, and excellent views from 
four main vantage points. 

Sunday 19 May 1996 
Easy & Easy/Medium 

Hepburn Springs -
Mt Franklin 

Leaders: Janet Norman & Alan Clarke 
Transport: Bus from South Bank Boulevard at 9.00 am 
Area: Daylesford 
Expected time of return: 7.30 pm 
Approximate length of walk: 14 & 19 km 
Map Reference: Daylesford 1:25,000 & Guildford 1:25,000 

This promises to be an enjoyable walk in the old gold 
fields area NW of Melbourne. The main feature is Mt 
Franklin, an old volcanic mountain, and as it is only a 
tad over 600 metres (and we don't start climbing at sea 
level) both groups will climb it. Its claim to fame is that 
its name is used for a popular brand of mineral water. 
The rest of the walk will be a pot pouri of woodland, 
pasture, tracks and off-track walking. All tastes catered 
for! 

LibrarY 

If anyone has any suggestions of what books they 
would like to have available in the library contact Ralph 
Blake. 
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Saturday 25 May 1996 
Easy 

Leaders: 
Transport: 
Area: 
Expected time of return: 
Approximate length of walk: 

Dandcnongs Explorer 

Helene Hunt 
Private 

Olinda State Forest 
5.00 pm 

12-14 km 

At the time of writing the walk had not been previewed. 
Please watch the May issue of The News for more 
infom1ation. 

Sunday 26 May 1996 Mt Beggary- Mt Jerusalem -
Easy/Med, Medium & Med/Hard Mt Everard 

Leaders: John Kittson, Denise Triffet 
Transport: Bus from South Bank Boulevard at 9.00 am 
Area: Kinglake Area 
Approximate distance from Melbourne: 65 km 
Expected time of return: approx 1830 
Approximate length of walk:EIM 15 km,MED 15km,MIH 12Km 
Map Reference: Kinglake Nat Park Outdoor Liesure Map 

All three walks will start and finish at the Steels Creek 
Picnic Ground with the easy/medium and medium 
staying on tracks. The medium/hard will be off tracks 
and through bush for most of their walk. With a certain 
amount of climbing for all three standards during the 
day. Lyrebirds can be heard in the fem gullies. So if 
the weather is fine it should be a great day. 
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From the Walks SecretarY 
The winter walks programme comes out with this issue of 
NEWS and the new team is now tuming to plans for Spring 
and Summer. We aim to keep everyone interested with a 
blend of old favourites and new trips, or variations on good 
themes. It's your programme, so if you have an idea for a 
new route or a favourite venue or would like to join our 
active team of leaders, contact Pearson Cresswell or Lloyd 
Young. Otherwise you will have to put up with the trips 
that we want to do. Enjoy it ! 

Pearson Cresswell 

Wander for a week through the incredible gorges and 

~~~=,~~~~~~~-~d~oimje~s~o~ft~hie ;Bungle Bungles. 
Canoe the Ord River, stopping to 

enjoy walks through the 
-. surrounding ranges. 

~-·. --~ ·· 

Explore Keep River National Park with its Aboriginal 
._ art and amazing rock formations. 

~~~~~~~~:· · Enjoy a walk through the Carr Boyd Range 
~-~~~~~~~- ·with its many lovely pools. perfect for swimming. 

Marvel at the sheer cliffs and pools that lie hidden in 
the heart of the Cockburns. 

~~~ 
Ask for our brochure and trip notes . 

. . :·.· ... 

'-- - - --- - - - -------··--· - ·- -
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Previews for MaY Weekend Be Pack-CarrY Walks 
3-5 May 1996 
Easy & Easy/Medium 

Leaders: 
Transport: 
Area: 
Expected time of return: 
Map Reference: 

Otways Track Clearing 
& Sight seeing 

Stephen Rowlands 
Private 

Apollo Bay Area 
Sunday evening 

The Otways and Shipwreck Coast 

After last years great effort, where no body turned up 
the club has decided to pay for two nights 
accommodation in Apollo Bay and the evening meal on 
Saturday night and also the usual petrol as with other 
track clearing trips. 

At the time of writing this I still have not heard from the 
ranger about what track/area where we will be working. 

For anymore information about this trip contact me on 
{Home) after 4.00pm and before 9.00pm. 

Please book early to help with booking. No booking 
after the Wednesday before the trip. 

10- 12 May 1996 
Medium/Hard 

Leaders: 
Transport: 
Area: 
Expected time of return: 
Approximate length of walk: 
Map Reference: 

Devils Staircase -
Hells Window 

Pearson Creswell 
Private 

Mt Howitt 
Late Sunday 

20-25km 
Howitt (1 :100,000) 

or Howitt-Selwyn(1:50,000) 

Starting from the Howqua the route goes up the Stanley 
Name Spur, over the Crosscut Saw and down into the 
Terrible Hollow. Camp is at the foot of the Devils 
Staircase which we shall climb on Sunday morning. 
Thence via Mt Howitt and Hells Window back to the 
cars. Lots of climbing, great country and good views. 

P>S> This trip should not be confused with Bills 
advertised route Purgatory Ck-Hells Gate. That's much 
harder and I am looking forward to seeing the report! 

17- 19 May 1996 
Easy/Medium 

Terrik Terrik Base Camp 

Leaders: Rosemary Cotton 
Transport: Private 
Area: 64 km north of Bendigo 
Approximate distance from Melbourne: 225 km 
Expected time of return: 7.00 pm 
Map Reference: Mitiamo & Cohura 1:100,000 

Tierrik Terick State Park Sheet 

Terrik Terrik is a relatively small State Park located on 
the northern plains north west of Melbourne. It contains 
an isolated remnant of the native vegetation, including 
the White Cypress Pine. There should be many native 
birds. 

On the Saturday we will be doing a loop around the 
park. On Sunday we will visit Mt Hope and Pyramid 
Hill - two granite outcrops to the north. 

Note: 
1. There is a single fireplace in the picnic area - bring 

your own stove if you want to cook by your tent. 
2. There is no water so bring enough for the week end. 

24 - 26 May 1996 
Easy 

Beginners Pack~arry 
Fraser National Park 

Leaders: Jean Giese 
Transport: Private 
Area: Eildon, Fraser National Park 
Approximate distance from Melbourne: 
Expected time of return: 
Approximate length of walk: 

6.30 Sun evening 
32km 

Color Bay 1:25,000 or 
Fraser Nat Park pamphlet 

Map Reference: 

Starting near north west boundary of park we walk just 
6 krn to a lovely campsite where we'll erect tents and set 
off with lunch in day packs for a 400 m climb to the 
highest point of the park. After enjoying the views of 
distant mountains we continue with more views all over 
Eildon as we descend on a wonderful open spur. 

Sunday we pick up the formed walking track around the 
lake after 4krn, and follow it to Devils Cove on 
ApolloBay. 

This walk is suitable for beginners to pack carry as 
although we will be doing some strenuous walking 12 
krn will be without packs. Friday night camp at Devils 
Cove or meet Saturday at 9am comer Skyline Drive and 
UT Creek Rd (Haines Saddle near the park entrance). 

24 - 26 May 1996 
Medium 

Leaders: 
Transport: 
Area: 
Expected time of return: 

Search & Rescue 
Practice Weekend 

Stephen Down 
Private 

Lake Mountain, based at Gerratys 
5.30 pm Glen Iris Primary School 

It is that time of year again when the current and 
potential S&R members can update or learn S&R 
techniques . This years practice will simulate a two day 
search. A police bus will be provided to transport us to 
and from Lake Mountain. 

For those of you considering volunteering for S&R. this 
is the weekend to find out what you can expect on a real 
search. 

Please note, bookings will NOT be taken after the club 
meeting ofWednesday 15th May. 
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31 May- 2 June 1996 
M edium 

Northern 
Wilsons Porn 

Leaders: Lloyd Young 
Transport: Private 
Area: Wilsons Prom 
Expected time of return: Sunday late 
Approximate length of walk: 40 km 
Map Reference: Wilsons Prom 1:50,000 Liesure map 
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The walk will commence with a boat trip from Port 
Welshpool to Johnny Sovey Cove. 

On the frrst day we will base camp at Johny Sovey and day 
walk to Five Mile Beach and back. 

The second day will consist of a pack ~arry from Johny 
Sovey which will cross the peninsular, where the boat will 
pick us up on the other side. 

Water is available at both campsites. This trip will have a 
limit on numbers. Rock hopping is involved so be prepared. 

lower Glenele labour Day Weekend 

Canoe TriP 

The weather forecast was favourable , the bus, with Captain 
Bob at the wheel, was flying along and 43 Bushies were 
looking forward to a beaut weekend. The campspot at 
Pritchards was reached, tents erected, and soon everyone had 
zedded off. Next morning Bill and Merilyn went off to 
Moleside Landing to supervise unloading the canoes with 
everyone else following in the bus soon after. After a few 
words of wisdom from the loader and with valued help from 
some of the walkers soon the canoeists were loaded and 
launched. Some found it was necessary to get used to their 
canoe partner before they eventually stopped paddling in 
circles and making unscheduled landings. Soon all were 
going exactly(?) where they wanted the canoe to go. G.T. 
and Max observed a koala on an overhanging branch and 
gamely paddled underneath it despite being warned of 
marsupial micturition habits. Whilst looking for a lunch 
spot Derrick discovered one of the few drawbacks of this 
area, deep sticky black mud ! After that we only stopped at 
landings or launching ramps. 

Camp for the first night was at Georges Rest, a very 
comfortable spot. After swimming and banting the mud to 
get out of the river most people ate their dinner sining on the 
jeny admiring the view. Dough pointed out an example of 
the rare Glenelg underwater mushroom able to grow here 
because of the high lime content of the water. Evening and 
early morning paddling was enjoyed by some. Next 
morning the canoes were quickly on the river and off. 
Plenty of birds were seen including the Musk Duck. On 
along the river with swim and food breaks eventually 
stopping at Laslens to camp. As the day was very hot only a 
few opted to go for a walk, most preferring to laze or swim. 
As this was in a power boat zone Derrick and Gina ran a 
ferry service to the rocks on the other side where the 
swimming was fine. 

Paddling off next morning we were soon at the Caves 
Landing where we met the base campers and had a tour of 
the cave. Leaving the cave we were treated to the sight of 
Tracy, Claire and Alan doing the tourist boat trip with 
Devonshire Tea! Another hour of paddling bought us to 
Donovans and the end of the trip. After a leisurely lunch 
and a swim we boarded the bus to go to Nelson and pick up 

the rest of the walkers and return home after a most pleasant 
trip. 

Doug Pocock 

Jean Giese suppressing a mutiny on the Glenelg River Weekend 
Base camp trip. 

Pack CarrY 

The pack carry walk at Glenelg National park over the 
Labour Day Long weekend was memorable for how 
dedicated you needed to be to go for a swim. To swim 
required some .tricky acrobatics to venture into water, it also 
involved looking like you were wearing knee-high black 
stockings when one came out, as the mud tended to cling ! !. 
At one time we improvised a small raft for easier access to 
the water. 
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Two pseudo wrestlers kowtow to each other before engaging in 
battle. 

From the moment Jean Geise announced on the bus that "the 
basecampers are all going to get off together", we felt it 
would be an auspicious weekend for memorable phrases. 
Another conversation piece overheard was someone who 
said "I had six of them on the go together when I realised I 
was not getting anywhere with any of them". He was 
talking about books ! ! 

The walking involved some good views of the Glenelg 
River, varied bird-life involving Australian thrushes, 
lorikeets and Welcome Swallows and a section of walking in 
South Australia. 

The end of the walk involved confusion with two places 
close to each other being titled "Simpson's Landing". We 
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found the one we wanted , a good swimming place for all, 
and very welcome at the end of a hot days walking. Thanks 
Alan for your leadership of a good walk. 

Mary Leonard 

AYre River Walk. l eader SYlvia Wilson 
16-18 February, 1996 

We saw more spectacular waterfalls than we could dream of, 
one being near the spot where we camped (Triplet Falls) and 
one proving elusive (Ayre River Falls). The weather was 
good, not too hot, but thankfully not wet. Part of the walk 
would have been very slippery with wet weather. 

Much of the first afternoon was spent going along the Ayre 
River, I mean in the middle of it ! We had a few river 
crossings, and then a period where we wondered if you 
would be any wetter if you had gone swimming. 

The second day involved some cross country navigation and 
a walk which partly went through private land for which 
Sylvia had sought permission. We had to cross over a lot of 
fences, which proved to be a shocking experience literally, 
for some. The bush was scrubby and we ended up with 
many scratches. The wild life included leeches and tiger 
snakes. 

We had lunch in a field close to some shy horses, with a 
great view of where we had earlier walked. We went along 

BUSHWALKING TOUR OPERATION FOR SALE 
Happy Walker Adventure Tours is a small but successful Melbourne based tour operation running tours of 6 to 
18 days duration in different parts of Australia. The emphasis is on bushwalks of a day or shorter and natural 
history. Jopie Bodegraven & Jenny Flood established the operation in early 1988 and after over 8 years of 
successful operation are looking to pass on the business at the end of 1996 to new proprietors who will continue 
to cater in similar fashion for the same niche market. 

THE OPPORTUNITY 
To take an existing tour operation with a proven market and continue it as is or further develop and expand it. 

THE CURRENT BUSINESS 
Aim To take people on day & shorter walks in some of the best parts of Australia with the emphasis on 
natural scenery, natural history, flora, fauna, photography and enjoyment of the outdoors 
Market Mostly 35-70 age group from all over Australia but mostly from Melbourne & Sydney. They tend to 
be delightful, easygoing and predominantly women 

Current Tours 6 to 18 days to places including Kakadu, Kimberley, Red Centre, Flinders Ranges, 
Tasmania, Flinders Island, Snowy Mtns, Victorian Alps, Grampians, Wilsons Prom, Otways, Wimmera/Mallee, 
Warrumbungles, Kaputar, Kanangra, NSW South Coast, South West WA, Pilbara 
Group Size Up to 17 clients 

Transport Coaster minibus. On some tours a 4WD is hired or a 4WD operator is chartered for some parts. 
Accommodation Mainly camping but also cabins in some areas 

Sale Price Subject to Negotiation 

TO REGISTER YOUR INTEREST Contact Jopie or jenny on 
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the side of a pine forest and ended up down at Cannon Ball 
Bay. which was good to paddle in. A walk along the beach 
to where some of the cars were parked was the finish of a 
great walk. Thanks Sylvia. 

Mary Leonard. 

The Walk from HePburn SPrines to OaYiesford 

Sunday J rd March 1996 

Though compasses show the way much better, 
there's a tale for compassheads, 
featured in February's newsletter, 
over two hole pages it spreads. 

Hence it was comforting indeed to know 
that Joy had developed the knack, 
with thirty-seven walkers, she stole the show 
without aids on the Tipperary Track. 

Admittedly it was possible to see the lot 
when rounding those half-pin bends, 
' twas relatively easy to spot 
the whip and her tardy friends. 

There's something mystical about the Track 
as it meanders back and forth, 
in terms of direction there is no lack -
forever south, east, west and north ! 

Down to the water's edge near the Blowhole 
for lunch and a lengthy break, 
where Chris donned a pebble-throwing role 
whilst most of us lazed half awake. 

For those whose bottles were empty or light 
the sight of the Springs was fitting, 
but it must have been quite a comical sight -
all the tasting and resultant spitting! 

My arrival at the Lake was somewhat delayed, 
and though I arrived feeling well, 
I fear that those blackberries might have been sprayed, 
but at least I've survived to tell. 

We all enjoyed a drink by the Lake 
where birdlife in abundance sings. 
but oh for the chance to tum back and take 
a spa bath at Hepburn Springs! 

A Weekend in the Baw Baws 

March 15-l?th 1996 

Jill Dawson 

It was a cold, wet and very windy weekend for the ten or so 
Melbourne Bushies who participated in the Baw Baw 
National Park Feral Cattle Survey. 

For Lyn especially. the weekend began poorly as she spent a 
sleepless Friday night trying the counter the aerodynamic 
lift her pegless tent encountered on the hard ground of the 
Mt Erica car park. Gina and Derrick sensibly walked the 
1.5 km to Mushroom Rocks to camp on more forgiving 
ground. Unfortunately though, what can be an enchanting 
walk in the moonlight amongst the boulders was probably 
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more like walking blindfolded through an obstacle course 
given the pitch black conditions. 

On Saturday Trish and Dianne arrived and together the rest 
of us walked up to the camp at Mushroom Rocks. The feral 
cattle survey was on the Sunday so Saturday was spent on a 
day walk along the Alpine Walking Track. We ventured off 
track to visit Mt Kernot - a spot some of us had been to on 
skis last season during the Rawson Lodge weekend. We 
also attempted to follow an old track from the hut ruins near 
Mt Talbot to the Alpine Walking Track but the state of the 
track coupled with the leaders haphazard navigation left 
some of the party believing the track existed merely in the 
leaders imagination. The weather remained cold and wet 
throughout the day. 

On Saturday night two of Sharelle's Glaswegian friends 
arrived to entertain us with their accents. The weather was 
still shocking - so much so we had to move the fire to a 
sheltered spot under one of the boulders. This worked well 
for a time until the wind picked up and blew the rain 
horizontally into the shelter. 

Sunday morning, the day of the survey, Gina and Derrick 
and Sharelle and her two friends left and Stephen and Ralph 
arrived to join the hard core- myself, Mary, Lyn, Cameron, 
Dianne and Trish. Our briefing from the Ranger was at the 
Dept of C&NR offices at Erica so we headed off early to 
have a welcome hot breakfast at the Erica pub. At the 
briefing we were given maps to mark the location of 
evidence of feral cows in our search area and were given 
instructions on how to deduce the age of cow pats. We were 
able to pick the cow pats up, break them in half and smell 
them - eating a bit was optional. The fresher the pat the 
more pungent the aroma. Sounded like a good job for a 
scientist so Lyn got the nod for that task. 

As for the results of our part of the feral cattle survey (we 
broke into two groups each searching about a 2km1 area east 
of Mt Erica) we saw not a sausage, not a T -bone and 
certainly not a rib eye steak. Thankfully we never 
encountered any cow pats either. 

Sunday was also a cold windy day and we were all glad to 
finish the survey and head back to the Rangers Office for tea 
and biscuits and the debriefing. of the 26 groups that 
participated in the survey only a few actually saw evidence 
of cows - mostly around Baw Baw Village, St Gwinear car 
park and Mt Whitelaw. The Melbourne Busbies null result 
was very useful in eliminating that area as a region of 
concern to the Ranger. The Ranger will be sending each 
Club that participated a more complete analysis of the 
survey results and an action plan for eradication of the 
cattle. 

I would like to thank all the hardy souls who anticipated in 
a worthy conservation effort and who helped show that the 
Melbourne Busbies are a club that cares about the bush in 
which they go walking. 

Peter Chalkley 
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Conservation 

One of the tasks handled by your elected committee is to 
keep an eye on conservation issues and take appropriate 
action when Club interests are affected. 

This year, I have volunteered to look after this area. 

One effective action we can take to protect our interests is 
to write letters to politicians and others in positions of 
power. I would like to maintain a list of Club members who 
are willing to respond by writing a letter at relatively short 
notice when an urgent conservation matter arises. A word 
processor is not necessary, it appears in this age of machine
generated "personalized" letters that politicians are more 
likely to be impressed by a hand written letter. Please 
volunteer to be placed on the list, there shouldn't be much 
work involved; really urgent matters don't arise often. 

Two current conservation issues are: 

Stirling " Development:" 

The Mt Stirling Development Task Force (the coalition of 
everyone from greenies to 4 WD drivers who are opposed to 
downhill ski development on Mt Stirling) has sent us their 
Newsletter No 8 (Feb 96). The review process is reaching a 
critical stage. A Public Display of documents of the 
Environmental Effects Statement is due to be held for a two 
month period (probably April/May). This will be a crucial 
period when the public may make written submissions. It is 
due to be the last such period before recommendations are 
passed to the Minister for Planning. 

Wild Rivers: 

The Australian Heritage Commission has produced a 
booklet ''Wild Rivers ConserYation Management 
Guidelines" (Feb 96). It discusses the issues, reviews some 
local and overseas practice and presents a draft code for the 
management of wild rivers. The term wild is used in the 
;ense of being in the "natural" state. Contact me if you 
would like to see the Club's copy. 

Bill .\1etzenthen 

Committee RePorts 

Treasurer: Accounts to 31/3/96 

Opening Balance $55,620. 09 
Receipts $5,523.00 
Payments $768 . 95 
Closing Balance $60,374.14 

Duty Roster 

3rd April Judy & Derrick 
LOth April William & Doug 
17th April Jean& Ralph 
24th April Bill & Janet 
1st May Judy & Lloyd 

Next Committee Meeting 6th May, 1996 

Walks Secretary : for February 

Day Walks T rips 

Day Walks 4 

Weekend Walks 2 

Base Camps 2 

Wed, Hist, 2 
Dandenong 

Lito 2 

New members: 
D/\ VID BREIT 

ROSEMARY CRESSWELL 

IAN FRASER 

MAGGIE LENAGHAN 

ANDREW MCCONNELL 

SALLY PULLING 

GAIL REDMAN 

Altered Address/ Phone: 
NANCY BEL YEA 

ROSEMARY COTIER 

ROSA o·ANGELO 

ARESH FRASER 

DAVID GIBSON 

PETER HANNEMANN 

VIRGINIA HEAVER 

LARS LINDAHL 

I' AM WESTGATE 

LLOYD YOUNG 

Life Members 
Honorary Members 
Single memberships 
Family memberships 
Total membership 

Avg 

44 

10.5 

9 

12.5 

7 

11 
11 
363 
94 (= 2x 47) 
479 
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95 

33.5 

8 

10.5 

7.66 
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SURFACE 

MAIL 

Renewal of Membership Please complete details. 

NAME ............ ... ..... .... ..... .......................................... ...... ..... ....................... . 

POSTAGE 
PAID 

AUSTRALIA 

ADDRESS ............. ........................ .............. ........ ......... ....... ... ..... ........ .... .... ............................... . 

PHONE (h) .... .............................. (w)....... ..... .... .... ...... ...... Ordinary Members $25 

Is this a Change of Address? D Yes D No Concession (proof required) $17 
Couples $36 
News subscribers $ 15 

News Subscriber Overseas AirMail $20 

Make cheques or money order payable to "Melbourne Bushwalkers Inc." and post to: 
Membership Secretary, PO Box 175 1 Q, MELBOURNE, 3001 
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