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Film Niaht 
Saturday 25th April 

Good Will Hunting 

starring Matt Damon & Robin Williams 
"A Rich, Rare Cinematic experience" 

7pm ish (Exact time to be confirmed) 

Jam Factory Cinema 
Chapel St 

South Yarra 

Final numbers & payment 
by Wed evening 22nd April 

$11.00 per ticket or a book of 10 = $7.50 
Please see Marisa or Phone 

Comina Attraction 
Everest 

"Mountain Without Mercy" 

Imax Tqeatre 
World's Biggest screen 

Rathdowne St 
Carlton 

Friday May 29th 7 PM 
Tickets $12.50 

Limited Group Booking, so be early to avoid 
disappointment. Final Numbers and payment by Wed 
Evening April 29th For more information see Marisa 

or phone 

WilkY Work PartY 

18-19th April at Wilky. 
Contact Sylvia Ford on 

SEPT /OCT Extended TriP 
Flinders Ranses 

vtsttmg probably the Gammons; Arkaroola and 
Freeling Heights; Mt Hack and Wilpena Pound. 

Sat 19th Sept till Thurs 1st Oct 

Stephen James, a recent MBW member has returned 
home to Adelaide and has offered to organise an 
interesting combination of day walks and pack 
carrying trip. We'll share transport. I'll keep you 
posted, but expressions of interest would be 
appreciated. 

Sylvia Ford 

Subs Due 

Thank you to all who renewed their subscriptions (to 
date 167 out of480 = 28.5%). Those ofyou who still 
have a 'Subs Due' on their address, don't forget to do 
your virtuous deed, preferably today! 
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From the Editor 
The Sunday bus now has seat belts and we recommend 
that everyone wears them. 

Alan Clarke has written an article in the issue on the 
one hundred thousandth walker with the club. We plan 
to celebrate this with a bushdance and a lunch for 
vintage walkers. There will be more about these events 
in future editions of the News. 

On Sunday 22nd February the Sunday Age magazine 
published an article on Melbourne Bushwalkers in their 
Sunday Life magazine supplement. The article was by 
Michelle Griffen with a Photograph by Ross Bird. 
There is no room here to reprint the article as it was 
rather long but if anyone is interested copies are 
available in the clul?r~oms. The Age reporter came on 
a Sunday Bus trip with the club near Lome and the 
article is about her experiences. It is very well written 
with a very good photograph and the publicity has 
attracted much interest in the club. 

If you are submitting contributions by email please 
make your contribution part of the email itself rather 
than as an attachment. One recent contribution arrived 
with a virus which the computer recognised and refused 
to accept so we don't know what is in it. 

JudyGipps 

WilkY UPdate 
Winter skiing weeks are filling but still two weeks in 
early July and two in late Sept empty. Also two to four 
"indians" would love a leader to organise them 

The NEWS is the official newsletter of the Melbourne Bushwalkers 
Inc. and is published monthly. 
Edited by Judy Gipps. 

Articles, walk reports, poems, snippets of news, reports of new gear, 
book reviews, letters "to the Editor", advertisements, etc are always ~ 

welcome. The Editor reserves the right to edit articles, letters or 
other contributions, where space, clarity or propriety dictate. and to 
maintain editorial consistency 

Please note that articles for The NEWS may be : 
placed in the Red Box in the clubrooms or 
mailed to Judy Gipps, 
faxed to me on . 
emailed to 

Advertising Rates 

V.. Page l Issue-$20; 3 Issues-$50; 12 Issues (l year)-$I80 
Y, Page l Issue-$30; 3 Issues-$75; I2 issues-$270 
Full Page I issues-$50; 3 issues-$I25; I2 issues-$450 

Only advertisements directly relating to bushwalking will be 
accepted (eg gear, maps, trips, tours) 

Members Ads - FREE 

Closing Date forMA Y 98 News is 30th April 98 
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presumably for one of these weeks. 

Wilky is full over the School Easter fortnight but 
nothing after including Anzac weekend infact. How 
about a lovely, relaxing cheap weekend or week ? You 
deserve it. 

Doug Pocock has started another Wilkie photo album. 
If you have good photos of interest of ancient or 
modem Wilkie times, please could you send them to 
me? 

Sy/ivia Ford 

At Fiona 's Pyjama Party 

For those Bushies who remember John Lister, I have 
just received an email from him and he is alive and well 
and living in Canada. After leaving Melbourne, John 
headed_ b~c~ !2_ the_ mother country via NZ, and then 
flew out to start his new job in Vancouver. He's not 
enjoying the cold weather right now, but he says the 
excellent skiing makes up for it! I've got his address, 
etc, if anyone wants to get in touch. 

Tony Hardy 

Meetings are held in the Clubrooms, MacKenzie St., Melbourne 
(rear of the Royal Horticultural Society building) 

on WEDNESDAY Evenings between 7.00pm and 9.00pm. 

Visitors are always welcome. 

General correspondence should be directed to: 
The Secretary, Melbourne Bushwalkers Inc. 
PO Box I75I Q, MELBOURNE 300 I 
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Previews for MaY DaY Walks and a couPle for APril 
Saturday 25 April1998 
Easy 

Dandenongs Explorer 

Leaders: 
Transport: 

Helene Hunt 
Bus from Southbank Boulevard at 9.00 am 

Area: 
Expected time of return: 
Approximate length of walk: 
Map Reference: 

Emerald/Avonsleigh 
approx 4.00 pm 

12kms 
Melways Maps 127 & 125 

Come along and join me on this very pleasant stroll 
through the suburbs of Emerald and A vonsleigh. We 
will encounter some truly lovely countryside, views, 
gardens and autumn colours. Of course, we will finish 
the day at the Possum Cottage for afternoon tea -
doesn't that sound appealing!!! 

We will meet at 10.45am at the carpark at the Emerald 
Reserve (Melways map 127F3)- turn right at the third 
roundabout in Emerald. If you are coming by Public 
Transport, please ring me at home on or 
work on 9580-8700 ext 228, and I will pick you up. 
Please check the train times. 

See you there!!!!! 

Sunday 26 April1998 
Easy/Medium & Medium 

Bunyip State Forest 

Leaders: Brain Crouch & Jean Woodger 
Transport: Bus from Southbank Boulevard at 9.00 am 
Area: Gembrook 
Expected time of return: 7.00pm 
Approximate length of walk: 16 & 19km 
Map Reference: Gem brook South 8022·3·5 1:25,000 

We have created a new walk within the Bunyip State 
Part and Gembrook Park. The walks both include a 
number of scenic features namely:- Marble Rocks, Tree 
Fern Track and Four Brothers Lookout. Although on 
2km long Tree Fern Track is a very special place with 
spectacular vistas in a lush environment. This area has 
stunning huge tree ferns, large wattle trees and 
eucalypts. Some wildlife seen at the preview were 
black wallabies and lyre birds. Both walks will involve 

a 170 m climb at the start and another 250 m climb in 
the afternoon. A rewarding and challenging walk but 
not for beginners. 

Saturday Jrd May 1998 Mt Macedon- Zig Zag 
Easy/Medium & Medium -Braemar-Mt Toorong 

Leaders: John Kittson & Margo McNamera 
Transport: Bus from Southbank Boulevard at 9.00 am 
Expected time of return: 7.00pm 
Distance from Melbourne: 60km 
Approximate length of walk: 15 & 18 km 
Map Reference: Macedon & Woodend 1:25,000 

Macedon Rabges Walking Track 

Mt Macedon is an area with great views both from the 
Camels Hump and at the Cross, and just over an hour's 
drive from Melbourne. 

The medium walk starts with a climb just to warm up, 
but the views looking down to the township of Mt 
Macedon from Mt Towrong are worth it. 

Whilst the easy/medium group make their way along 
Sangsters Lane and begin their way up the Zig Zag 
track, making for the Picnic Ground near the Sanatium 
Lake, meeting with the medium group in time for 
lunch. Then it's out to the Cross and the Summit ofMt 
Macedon via the Camels Hump. All being well, 
afternoon tea will be taken here, then we will be 
heading down the Braemar track past the College and 
along to the bus. Don't forget to bring that change of 
dry clothing "just in case it rains", and a hot drink 
which can also be left on the bus for the end of the 
walk. 

Saturday 9th May 1998 
Medium 

Leaders: 
Transport: 
Expected time of return: 
Approximate length of walk: 
Map Reference: 

Glenburn - Toolangi 

Alan Clarke 
Private 
6.30pm 

16 km 
Glenburn 1 :25,000 

This is an area of good ridge and valley walking. The 
forested areas are quite open, while there are excellent 
views to be had from several of the ridges. This walk is 
not far from Melbourne and will be mostly on tracks. 

For Sale 
Brand NEW one-person tent 

MacPac Microlight 
Cost is $300 -RRP $499 

Phone Lawrie on 
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Sunday 1Oth May 1998 
Easy/Medium & Medium 

Bullengarook 
(Gisbome) 

Leaders: Anne Wilkins & Max Casley 
Transport: Bus from Southbank Boulevard at 9.00 am 
Expected time of return: 6.30pm 
Approximate length of walk: 15 & 18 km 

This walk isn't far from Gisbome or Melbourne and 
it's fantastic (the leaders are pretty modest). Great 
views with some hills, creeks and we saw a Koala on 
the preview. 

Both walks will be good 'n' physical with the medimn 
one being a good puff. 

Sunday 17th May,1998 Mt St Leonard 
Easy/Medium & Mediuln 

Leaders: 
Transport: 
Area: 

John Kittson & Fay Pratt 
Bus from Southbank Boulevard at 9.00 am 

T oolangi State Forest, 
North of Healseville 

Approximate distance from Melbourne: 67 km 
Expected time of return: 7.00pm 
Approximate length of walk: 15 & 20 km 
Map Reference: Monda 8022/4/4 1:25,000 

The ElM group will start at the Wirra Willa walk site 
along Sylvia Creek Road at GR 693454. (By the wa; 
Wirra Willa is Koori for Green Trees) 

The medimn group are to start walking from Myers 
Creek Road at GR 682410. 

Both groups are to make their way along the Tanglefoot 
Track and up onto Mt St Leonard for some of the best 
views of the area (all being well and no low cloud) and 
then down to the bus on the Myers Creek Road, GR 
682410. 

Bring your thermos with that hot drink an4 _a __ <iiy 
change of clothes just in case it rains. These couple of 
items can be left on the bus. 

Our way out of town will be long Canterbury Road via 
Lilydale, along the Melba Highway to Toolangi and 
back home down the Myers Creek Road via Healesville 
and Lilydale and along Canterbury Road into town. 

Wednesday 20th May,1998 You Yangs 
Easy/Medium 

Leaders: John Kittson 
Transport: Private 
Area: Lara Via Geelong 
Approximate distance from Melbourne: 50 km 
Expected time of return: 6.00pm 
Approximate length of walk: 16 km 
Map Reference: You Yangs 1:25,000 
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Note: Meeting place 9.15am. Westgate Car Park 
(Melways 56 Fl), or lOam at the car park next to the 
Visitors Centre, the You Y angs ($3.00 per car to enter) 

We will leave our vehicles at the Big Rock car park, 
GR726958. This ill be our start/finish point as it has a 
toilet block, also fresh tap water. Then via Rockwell 
Road up onto the Flinders Peak, alt 34 7km, GR 
737963, with a short bush bash down to the west walk 
track around to the Saddle, GR 735968. Soon after it 
will be out into open country with a few ups and downs 
and good views then back via the Great Circle Drive 
Branding Yard Road, Rockwell Road to the Big Rock 
car park, GR 726958. This area is noted for its bird 
and animal life, so it's well worth a visit. 

Sunday 24th May 1998 
Easy/Medium & Medium 

Flagpole Hill
(Yea) 

Leaders: lan Hoad & Maureen Peck 
Transport: Bus from Southbank Boulevard at 9.00 am 
Map Ref: Flowerdale & Pheasant Creek 1 :25,000 
Expected time of return: 6.30 pm 
Approximate length of walk: 14 & 20 km 

Both walks will be mainly along ridge lines, with views 
off into wooded gullies and broad farming valleys. 
Steep ascent early in the Easy/Medimn walk, and both 
walks involve a long, steep descent off Flagpole Hill. 
Finish at the Flowerdale Hotel. Kangaroos and rosellas 
abound. 

Sunday 31"t May 1998 
Easy/Medium & Medium 

MtKoala
Mollisons Creek 

Leaders: Stuart Mann & Janty Taylor 
Transport: Bus from Southbank Boulevard at 9.00 am 
Area: 
Expected time of return: 
Approximate length of walk: 

7.00 pm 
16 &20 km 

**Please note: Stuart Mann's phone no is incorrect 
on~tbe Autumn-Walks Programme -the correct no is 

Starting with a moderate climb, this walk continues 
through open farmland of rolling hills and huge granite 
boulders, with picturesque views of the surrounding 
countryside. 

We cross paddocks and fences to Mollison Creek 
follow this to the Grange, and meander our way back t~ 
the bus. 

Both walks follow similar routes, but the medium walk 
does a few extra kilometres up on the ridge and 
explores some rock hopping into the gorge. 

This is a beautiful walk in an exposed area It can be 
chilly this time of year so bring some warm clothes in 
case. 
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Previews for MaY Weekend & Pack-CarrY Walks 

1-3 May 1998 
Easy/Medium 

Southern Grampians 
Base Camp 

Leaders: Sylvia Ford 
Transport: Bus from Southbank Boulevard at 9.00 am 
Area: Grampians 
Expected time of return: Sunday 8pm 
Approximate length of walk: EM & M Km 
Map Reference: Outdoor Leisure Maps : 

Southern & Northern Grampians 

Lots of exciting things are planned for this base camp 
weekend. On the Saturday Neil Priestly has offered to 
take a medium walk over the Major Mitchell Plateau 
while I'll lead an easy medium trip up Mt Abrupt and 
maybe Mt Sturgeon too - this is the most southerly tip. 
On the Sunday Rod Novak will lead a Borough Huts 
and Mt Rosea walk along the ridge, this takes in some 
splendid views, while I'll do the more gentle Burma 
Track which runs beneath it. Camping will be at 
Jimmy Creek. This is on the main tourist road and is 
almost equidistant between the Gap and Dunkeld. 
We'll probably need to take water, I'll keep you posted. 
And the weather?. Who knows. Come prepared for 
anything. 

15-17 May 1998 
Easy/Medium 

The Governors & 
Eagles Peaks 

Leaders: Pearson Cresswell 
Transport: Bus from Southbank Boulevard at 9.00 am 
Area: Howqua 
Expected time of return: Sunday 8pm 
Map Reference: VMTC: King, Howqua, Jamieson : 

Starting from 8 Mile Gap we will trav~se the Eagles 
Peaks to make camp in the saddle Mt Darling and the 
Governors. Saturday afternoon will be spent exploring 
the Governors . with.out packs. On Sunday we will 
follow the Lickhole Gap track back to Sheepyard Flat. 
You will need to carry water for Saturday Night. Water 
will be available once we drop down to the creek on 
Sunday Morning .. 

21-31 Mayl998 
Easy/Medium 

Leaders: 
Transport: 
Area: 
Expected time of return: 
Approximate length of walk: 
Map Reference: 

Great South West Track 

Jean Giese 
Private 

Glenelg River· Portland 
6pm 31May 

154km 
Great South West Walk 

I did this trip three years ago and am looking forward 
to going back again as it is a great walk. The plan is:
W ed 20th May travel to Portland and stay in caravan 
park. 

Thurs 21, Fri 22 Sat 23 - three days pleasant walking 
downstream close to Glenelg River to its mouth at 
Nelson where we eat and sleep at hotel and restock 
packs from cars. 

Sun 24 - Sat 30 Coastal walking in South Easterly 
direction almost to Portland. The track alternates 
between beach, coastal heathland and cliffiops and goes 
through Mt Richmond National Park. We will enjoy 
magnificent seascapes, lovely bushland and see a seal 
colony and maybe whales. There are 2 days of 20 km 
but the rest is easier. The pace will not be fast with 
early starts and a long rest in the sunshine in the middle 
of the day. Drive home on Sun 31 51• Talk to me very 
soon if you are interested. 

22-24 May1998 
Easy/Medium 

Beechworth - Mt Pilot 
Base Camp 

Leaders: Keith White & Janet Norman 
Transport: Private 
Area: Beechworth 
Approximate length of walk: 18 & 16 km 
Map Reference: Reeds Creek and Eldorado • 1:25,000 

A chance to explore the pleasant hill country and creek 
gorges surrounding Beechworth, once a thriving gold 
mining area. 

There will be 2 medium standard day walks, the 
Sunday walk finishing mid afternoon to allow a 
reasonable return to Melbourne. We will camp at the 
Beechworth Caravan Park on Friday and Saturday night 
so there will be an option to dine out in Beechworth on 
Saturday night. 

29-31 May 1998 
Medium 

Mt Tamboritha
The Crinoline 

Leaders: Cameron McMillan 
Transport: Private 
Area: Alpine National Park· North of Licola (Gippsland) 
Expected time of return: Sunday evening 9.30 pm 
Approximate length of walk: 22 km 
Map Reference: Licola Wellington 1 :50000 

On Saturday morning we shall start walking from 
Tamboritha Saddle up to Mt Tamboritha (after a short 
car shuftle). We shall then continue on along an old 
4WD track which becomes THE LONG HILL Walking 
Track. Camp shall be made near this track collecting 
water nearby. On Sunday we will ascend the Crinoline 
and hopefully get some good views of the surrounding 
countryside. Further along Mt Sugarloaf and Bruni 
Knob are climbed before descending down a steap 
walking track to the Tamboritha Road. Being late May 
the weather should be cool so come prepared for wind 
and rain. 
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*Note I have recently spoken to a man from the 
Heyfield National parks Office. He told me that we 
shall see some burnt out bushland at the start of the 
walk from the New Years Day fires. 

Weekend Pack Carries 
Even as an experienced bushwalker, your first weekend 
pack cany with the Club can be a daunting experience. 
But it needn't be, if you follow these simple steps. 

• Don't think you can't go on your own - if you're 
worried that you won't know anyone on the trip, 
don't! We're a friendly enough bunch. 

• If you're worried about being in a tent on your own, 
or that you'll have to carry all the gear by yourself, 
don't! Speak to the trip leader about pairing you up 
with a tent buddy for the weekend. Even if you don't 
want to tent share, you can at least share the 
equipment load and the cooking (and, of course, the 
washing up!) 

• Don't worry if you haven't got the right equipment. 
The Club has a wide range of gear for hire. Speak to 
the Equipment Officer. And if you can't pitch that 
tent or light that Trangia, borrow it in advance and 
give it a txy at home. 

• Don't worry if you can't read a map. All the 
weekend trips are led by experienced bushwalkers 
who are well versed in navigational techniques. And 
you can always go on the Navigation Day to brush 
up on your skills. 

• Don't think you're not fit enough. The walks are 
graded in the same way as the Sunday walks, so a 
weekend ElM pack carry will feel just like two ElM 
Sunday walks, one after the other! 

• Don't worry that you won't know what food or 
clothing to bring. Talk to your trip leader, or any 
experienced Club member, before the wallcto· find 
out what you need to take. 

• Haven't got a car? Don't worry. Your trip leader will 
match you up with a driver and all it will cost you is 
6cperkm. 

So, there's no excuse. Take that step. I've just had a 
wonderful time at Mt Cope on my first pack cany with 
the Club. There are more great weekend walks coming 
up, so sign up NOW! 

Tony Hardy 

.. Lance•s tess• 
or 

A Weekend at CaPe LiPtraP 
It was 9 o'clock in the morning 

And the wind near blew us away 
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For the track from Cape Liptrap Lighthouse 
is a sharp descent down to the bay. 

Swirling rock walls towered above us 
There were pools and coves to explore 
Then the tide came in as it usually does 

So we climbed up the rocks from the shore. 

We edged along rocky ledges up high 
Climbed down to cross over the gaps 

We ran fast between waves, and it sometimes worked 
Butnoralways-(ask one of the chaps). 

High on a rocky outcrop 
A purple mesembryanthemum grew 

How romantic, we sighed, when Bill picked it 
And gave it to someone he knew. 

On Sunday the tide came in aster 
And wetter and more scratched we got 

Lance got the worst of the scratches 
So his legs were discussed quite a lot. 

Remains of old lime kilns at Walkerville 
Were explored at the end of the day 

Then we took off our boots and departed 
From the wide sweep ofWaratah Bay. 

Bill, Cameron, Jean, Lance and Neil all thank Merilyn 
our leader for an exhilarating walk and the batch of 
scones specially baked for our afternoon tea!. 

Jean Woodger 

-PEG-LEG MARINE 

FOR THAT UNIQUE 

~--........ CRUISING & EXPLORING 

EXPERIENCE OF THE 

KIMBERLEY COAST 

Telephone : 0419 887 423 

To get the real feel of the wilderness 
we cater for small groups only 
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UPdate on Jennv flood & JoPie BodeSraven 

To mark his recovery Jopie agreed to model a new 
pack hamess designd to soread the weight. 

Thank you to all our friends who sent us get well cards 
or who rang up after our accident near Colac on the 8th 
of February. We're both mending up very well indeed. 
I (Jopie) finished up in the Austin Hospital with a 
fractured number 2 vertebrae in. my neck but everything 
else seemed to be fine. I have no problems with arms 
or legs or headaches. A complete recovery seems 
likely. 8 days after the accident I was discharged from 
hospital wearing a marvellous contraption called a halo 
with 4 screws and a body piece which firmly hugs my 
chest and back. It is made of carbon fibre, plastic and 
steel. I sleep sitting up but seem to have more or less 
mastered that. This is on for 6 weeks till 26th March 
when I start 6 weeks with just an ordinary neck brace. 
Then I start physiotherapy to teach my neck muscles 
how to do their job again. 

Jenny had bad bruising of her neck, chest and shoulder 
with a possible hairline fracture in her chest area. She 
still gets some aches but is vastly improved and is also 
heading for a complete recovery. It won't be too long 
before we're fully active again. We're already planning 
to go to Queensland in June7July, me to go skiing at 
Wilkie in September and trekking in Nepal in 
October/November. This temporary hiccup has given 
me a chance to learn some languages and both of us to 
catch up on some reading. 

We're looking forward to joining our friends in some 
Melbourne Bushie activities before too long. 

Jopie Bodegraven 
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federation Weekend - Mt. Buffalo 
Eleven Melbourne Bushies enjoyed a fantastic base 
camp at Mt. Buffalo on the 27-29 March. The 
Victorian National Parks Association (V.N.P.A.) 
hosted the Federation weekend with many clubs 
represented and over 20 walks to select from. We were 
helping to celebrate the 1 OOth year of the Mt. Buffalo 
National Park. A great time was had by all rambling 
across the Buffalo plateau in superb autumn weather -
with warm sunshine and crisp nights. 

Cheery campfires, a 'bushwalker band' and an excellent 
slide show of the Australian Alps by John Chapman 
provided the Saturday night entertainment. Amanda 
Martin, the VNP A Director also discussed the recent 
excision from the Alpine National Park and asked us 
bushwalkers~ tlie ears . and eyes of tlie-bush, to be 
vigilant in protecting our special bushland and national 
parks. 

Thanks go to the VNP A for organising this excellent 
weekend and thanks to Alan, Bronwyn, Chen, Jake, 
Jean, Joan, Liz, Peter, Ross and a very quiet (lost her 
voice!!) Sylvia 

Thank you Sylvia for organising this weekend - we had 
a "smashing" time. 

Rod Novak 

Committee RePOrts 

Membership: 

Life Members 12 

Honorary Members 10 

Single Memberships 386 

Family Memberships (2x 47 =) 94 

Total membership 502 

Duty Roster 

15th April Jan P & Stuart 

22nd April Alan& Jean 

29th April Judy & Peter G 

6th May Sylvia & Peter C 

Next committee meeting 4th May, 1998 
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What is a Person-trip? 
At a recent meeting of people from different 
bushwalking clubs someone remarked that their club 
had just celebrated its two thousandth walk. My 
immediate thought (as you might expect) was how 
many have the Melbourne Bushies done? By the time I 
got home that night I was also wondering how many 
people had walked those trips. My curiosity raised, I set 
out to find both. 

Starting was easy. Each year for many years the Walks 
Secretaries have included figures on trips and walkers 
in their annual reports. A quick look back through the 
NEWS editions for February each year got me back to 
1965 with little trouble. A minor snag was met when 
about three years worth of NEWS were not to band, 
however a club member's copies soon fixed that. 

Athol Schafer was a great help as he has newsletters 
going back to 1953, and with the exception of two 
years for when no figures were available, I was now 
back to that year. I was starting to get excited, as, 
extrapolating from the figures I had, it looked as though 
we would be getting rather close to our one hundred 
thousandth walker. I can think of no more auspicious 
milestone likely to occur to this club within a very long 
time. 

Next came a bit of more tedious work. No matter, I was 
hot on the trail! Having done some work on our 
archives when I was on committee a few years ago, I 
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knew that we have the original walk reports in the club 
rooms dating from 1946. A few hours work over a hot 
PC now gave me reasonable data back to that year also. 
Unfortunately I could not get data for walks for which a 
walk report had not been submitted, however it was the 
best I could do. The figures were never going to be 
perfect anyway. 

The first few years indicated that we were getting very 
close to the magical one hundred thousand. After 
discussion with others I had struck on the term person
trip to describe an individual on a trip, which is what I 
was counting. Unfortunately I have found no records 
prior to 1946, (the club started in 1940) and have had 
to assume the likely figures for those years. In this 
regard I was helped by the comments in the first few 
pages of the club historv. 

I have referred the information to the Club Committee 
for their consideration and any action they feel is 
appropriate 

And the result? By my reckoning we passed our one 
hundred thousandth person-trip in late 1996. As at the 
end of 1997, we had amassed 103,556 person-trips, on 
5006 trips. At the current rate of trips we will reach 
200,000 in another 33 or so years. And no, I am not 
going to work out the mileage! 

A yearly graph of the results is provided. 

Alan Clarke 

MBW Person-Trips 

4000 

3000 

= 2000 z 
1000 
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Committee RePOrts 

Treasurer: 

Opening Balance 
Receipts 
Payments 
Closing Balance 

Accounts for March 1998 

$58,261.06 
$6,217.63 
$5,285.60 

$59,193.09 

V) 0 V') 0 V') 
\0 r--- r- 00 00 
0\ 0\ 0\ 0\ 0\ - - - - -

Year 

Walks Secretary: 

Sundav Bus 
PackCarrv 
BaseCamo 
WedHist 
Canoe/Lito 
Cancelled 

0 V) 
0\ 0\ 
0\ 0\ - - flil Day 

•other 

Attendances for February 98 

Trios Av 1997 
4 42.8 37.8 
1 4 6 
2 9.5 
2 14.5 9 
2 13 11 .5 
I 
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THERE WAS MOVEMENT AT MOORABOOL 
GORGE •.• 

SUNDAY 29rn MARCH 1998 

T'was easy to choose the easy walk, 
as the whip (moreover) at the rear, 
where Denise and I could laugh and talk, 
while David could effectively steer. 

You see, a bout of' gastro' had cast my fate, 
and the theme for the day was 'movement', 
or rather 'lack of it' in my state. 
For energy was scarce to be spent. 

To the tune of that classic "I Feel The Earth Move'', 
we slid down that steep descent, 
and whilst the others got into some groove, 
Denise and I moved like bags of cement! 

Though knees and heads were feeling quite weak, 
and smiles betrayed just a little fear, 
the going was much easier along Spring Creek, 
for three fun-loving souls at the rear. 

Tchaikovsky's 3rd Movement inC Minor came 
to add to the musical air, 
John's jokes and puns added grist to the grain 
of our 'movement' theme out there. 

Amid pebbles and pools of stagnant water, 
lay scattered many bones and feathers, 
I said to Denise "what a bed of slaughter", 
to which she said "don't give him any ideas!" 

We made it back to the bus with ease, 
and though Marisa's mob was there, 
I was happy to be free of my sorry disease, 
which I'd beaten with the help of that pair .... 

thanks Denise and John for the fun walk! 

Jill Dawson 

An Idea 

What: The 'Buddv Svstem' 
Who: Deborah Henrv. Easv/Medium Walk Leader 
When Sundav Walk - 8/2/98 
Where: Angahook 

How: At the start of the walk the leader asks each 
walker to select another walker (or 'buddy') 
who he/she has to look out for during the 
walk. 

Why: It makes walkers aware at the outset that 
they need to be responsible for themselves 
and others on the walk which assists leaders 
and whips. 

Source: Primary School ? 

Vicki Scrivenger 
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GUYS and POCkets 

Tent guys were covered by Graham Wills-Johnson in 
the March News. I can but agree about knotting shock 
cord, or attempting to! And the Central Plateau in bad 
weather is not the place for gear failure. I do hope 
Graham got back alive. 

Graham mentioned the lazy way of setting up guys. To 
me, this refinement for normal tent guys (and gals) is 
putting the guys on backwards. That is, most tents I 
have bought come with the guy tied onto the tent, with 
the slider end to be fixed to the tent peg. An alternative 
is to reverse this so that the loop is through an eyelet or 
ring on the tent, and the end is fixed to the peg. Make 
sure that you have a knot or loop in the peg end to stop 
the slider sliding off 

The advantage is that this allows you to tie the guy to 
trees, rocks, bunched grass, bags of snow, even dead 
leaders, and still slide the loop end. Also, you may be 
able to dispense with a few pegs, keeping the pack 
lighter. (Sorry - it's a fixation.) When packing the tent, 
you can slide the loops so that they are as short as 
possible, thus minimising the chance of tangling. 

And now for something completely different. Ever 
been locked out of your car, house or chocolate? Or in 
a hut on the wrong side of a tin of something yummy? 
I have, but not recently. Stitched into the top of the 
inside of my pack, below the lid against my back, is a 
pocket, about 100 mm X 120 mm. The pocket is like 
an envelope, with the flap against the pack near the 
shoulder straps. The pocket is made of heavy duty 
nylon, but any nylon will do. There is a Velcro 
fastening on the pack side so that the pocket opening is 
flush. The pocket contains $10.00 in a note, $4.40 in 
coin, a box of (squashed) matches, a few firelighters, 
car keys, house keys, and a baby can opener, all in two 
plastic bags. · This emergency kit gives me a second 
chance if I need to make a phone call, buy some 
chocolate, or get into my car or flat. The firelighters 
have saved me more than once from a cold and long 
vigil. The can opener is useful for cans and locked 
huts, except Wilky. I have made a sketch with my 
usual lack of artistic merit, and Judy may compromise 
the News standard by printing it. You may even see 
what I mean. 

When driving I have a spare car key on a cord around my 
neck. I have never been locked out of my car. The spare key 
is useful in a car shuffle, as there is much greater flexibility if 
there are two keys. Be careful. If you lose the main car key 
and have to use the key around your neck, be sure to take the 
loop off your neck before starting the motor. Bit hard to see 
over the dashboard. 

Stephen Lake 
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An Introduction to The Melbourne Bushwalkers 
In keeping with my determination to get out and about this year I have now complete two of three "qualifying bushwalks to gain 
membership in the Melbourne Bushwalkers club. I'm doing my third walk tomorrow. 

The idea is, everyone gets up at sparrow's fart and gets themselves into town in time to meet the "bushwalking bus". The bus 
trucks us out to the site ofthe day's walk- varying distances of about 2 hours or so from Melbourne, and offwe go. Bundle 
out, sort into two groups according to which walk we want to do ("Hard", or "Harder", I've decided they are), then we walk 
climb fall walk walk, pause for lunch, walk walk walk walk climb climb, crawl back into the bus, truck back to the city, tram 
home. 

Now I've been telling myself I must get started on some sort of exercise programme for months and months. So I got all the 
information about these bushwalks and booked myself onto my first ( 16 kilometre) walk and forked out the fee. Let me tell you 
of my experience thus far: 

The weather here has been fine and sunny for weeks on end. On the day of my walk I woke to thunderous booming and the 
sound of heavy rain beating holes in the path outside. Nevertheless I was determined to go on this bloody walk. By the time I 
got to the bushwalking bus in town, the rain had eased. Still, I was amazed that the full booking contingent of 30 people 
actually turned up -keen! Out to the site (Mount Worth), out of the bus, organised into two groups, rain begins again, off we 

--- --- ·---go. 

And it poured without let up the whole walk. I was wearing my rain outfit marked "Guaranteed I 00% rainproof" but the 
manufacturer lied. In fact, everyone arrived back at the bus at the end of the day looking like drowned rats. We even ate our 
packed lunched standing about in the rain. 

Part of the walk ran beside a creek, and the track there was overhung with ferns and other greenery - it would have been really 
pretty if it hadn't been such a miserable day and the fact that we were preoccupied with getting the leeches off us as fast as they 
were getting on. As it was, two suckers got holds on me before I spotted them and they gave me the business for the rest of the 
walk - blisters formed round the sites and they itched like hell. I also brushed against a stinging bush which caused something of 
a rash on my hand and arm. Because of the conditions, everyone - bloody fit bastards - forged along at top speed to get back to 
the shelter of the bus. I was absolutely buggered towards the end of the walk. I would have been buggered if we'd taken it at a 
stroll, let alone hurtling through the bushland at warp speed. I was so buggered I just crawled up the final Ioong, steeep stretch 
on my hands and knees. My "dry" change of clothes had gotten soaked inside my backpack and I grew so cold, sitting there 
shivering in a damp heap with my wet hair plastered to my head during the interminable 2 hours bus trip back that it took me 
half and hour to warm up under a hot shower when I got home. The only parts of me that stayed dry were my feet thanks to my 
super duper mountains boots bought in England in richer days. 

I was stiff as a board for a few days but the exercise felt great. I actually looked forward to my second day-walk confident that 
nothing could top the conditions of the first one. 

let the river run free 

The Kimberley's Fitzroy is a river of extremes. Every 
year, the raging torrents of the Wet, unmatched by 
any other river in Australia, give way to tranquil pools 
lying hidden in deep gorges. This is home to rare 
and endangered species like the Gouldian finch, red 
goshawk and the rare leichhardt's freshwater sawfish. 
Now this wonderful river is under threat. 

In the name of "Progress", some people propose to 
dam the Fitzroy and damn the land with the pesticides 
needed to grow broadacre crops in the tropics. Wdh 
your help, this wanton destruction can be 
stopped. Tourists treading lightly create more jobs 
at for less cost to the environment and the Australian 
taxpayer. To find out how you can help, phone 
Tim Fisher, ACF Kimberley campaign, (03) 9926 6707; 

or the Wilderness Society of WA, (08) 9228 2811; 
or Pat lowe at Environs Kimberley in Broome, 
(08) 9193 5079 

See the magnificent Fitzroy Gorges for 
yourself. 
Join one of our Gibb River Road bushwalking trips 
and paddle through Diamond Gorge, site of the 
proposed dam. Walk through Sir John, Bell, 
Lennard and the other gorges we visit as we show 
you the best that this part of the 
Kimberley has to offer. 

We offer both full and light-pack 
trips to this area. 
Ask for our 18-page brochure. 

Willis's Walkabouts 12 Carrington St Millner NT 0810 

Phone: (08) 8985 2134 Fax: (08) 8985 2355 

Carol Brandt 
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Conservation Forum 
This month a collection of snippets. 

The alpine grazing leases are all up for review. The 
licences are issued for periods of 7 years so the 
review will determine what happens for the next 7 
years. Conditions are very dry around the state and 
the alpine country is no exception. Cattle have found 
water fairly scarce and they have done what cattle 
tend to do - congregate around whatever water they 
can fmd. In near drought conditions the number of 
cattle grazing the alpine country has started to do 
considerable damage. 

On the Bogong High Plains trampling damage has 
been reported to the creek near Wilky (Wilky's water 
supply creek), the aqueducts and C:lfOlllld Pretty V~ey 
Pond. There has been an argument for many years 
that the cattle should be removed from the remaining 
blocks on the High Plains. The upcoming review 
would be the forum to present evidence of damage 
caused by overgrazing the fragile alpine environment. 

I'd like to ask people who may be visiting the High 
Plains to collect evidence of damage. Photo's that 
clearly indicate the damage in close-up and a distance 
shot to indicate location would be best, but if you 
have noticed damage and don't have photo's then a 
clearly written description of what and where would 
be equally valuable. Thanks. 

Lake Mountain. The Victorian government has 
released a document calling for interest in the 
commercial development at Lake Mountain. It is 
difficult to get a copy of this document as it appears 
to be being restricted to potential developers only. 
I've received the following extracts and comments on 
the 'Expression of Interest' document and pass them 
to The Busbies for information. 

The brief is not excessively prescriptive in specifYing 
the type or extent of services to be provided ill the 
resort so as to allow maximum scope for innovation. 

The Act provides the Alpine Resorts Management 
Boards with the power to lease the resorts for any 
term not exceeding 99 years (although any leasehold 
longer than 42 years would be required to 
demonstrate considerable community benefit). 

New and refurbished facilities would offer a higher 
standard of shelter, information and commercial 
services. Potential exists for accommodation to 
compliment the resort. The most pressing need is the 
provision of additional and higher standard food 
facilities ... seated dining is an essential improvement. 

Snow making was conducted in 1997 with some 
success .... further investigation will be required into 
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issues such as provision of necessary power and 
water. 

The opportunity may exist for the development of 
new cross-country trails as part of the existing 
network and at new locations in the resort and Yarra 
Ranges National Park subject to the Heads of 
Agreement with Parks Victoria There is provision in 
the agreement for it to be varied by agreement by 
both parties. 

The applications will be treated as 'commercial-in 
confidence' and no information divulged to any 
person or organisation except as part of the 
assessment process. I.e. no guarantee of public input 
until govt is committed to a particular proposal.) 

Alpine National Park. One of my concerns with the 
above is that I think that it is, again. just another 
practice run for other places. Here I'm thinking 
particularly of the land just excised from the Alpine 
National Park at Falls Creek, it would be an ideal 
candidate for similar developments. 

Thus, further to the theme I have been running for the 
last few months on the permanent protection of 
national parks, it seems that "permanent" would only 
be binding on governments if it were part of the state 
constitution. This is unlikely in the short term, to say 
the least. That means the best we can hope for is a 
reversal of the legislation that excised the land from 
the national park. This means a politic action. What I 
would like to suggest is that we make direct 
representation to members of parliament with our 
grievances. We only have limited resources so this 
would be best if we could target the most marginal 
seats of both the major parties. There are several 
thousand busbies and at least an equal number of 
similar people in other organisations. If just 10% of 
us appeared on the doorsteps of selected members of 
the state parliament then I think we could have a 
significant influence on the policies of both parties. 
The aim would be to prevent a similar recurrence, and 
with sufficient determination, reverse the Falls Creek 
disgrace. I would like expressions of interest from 
individuals and those with contacts in like thinking 
organisations, most especially if you have had 
lobbying experience. 

Graeme Thornton 

Some Matters further to Graeme Thornton's 
article Feb '98 on the Alpine National Park. 

1. The Caledonia river fire was started by a neglected 
camp fire. It burnt out 32,000 hectares or in old 
terms 80,000 acres. The damage ranging from 
moderate with reasonable recovery prospects to 
severe where vegetation was destroyed well below 
the soil surface. In areas where the natural 
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vegetation is so utterly destroyed colonisation by 
invasive exotic weeds is a real danger. 

2. 120 tonnes of fire retardant chemical were 
dwnped in the area. The Solutia Australia 
'formerly Monsanto' preparation 'Phos-Check' 
was used. The company refuses to say what 
chemicals are involved other than phosphorous 
based chemicals. 

3. Water in the Macalister river is still unfit for 
hwnan conswnption more than 6 weeks later. It 
has been lethal enough to kill carp and eels. The 
phosphorous levels are 31 times the recommended 
level. One wonders what other chemicals are also 
present. The EPA appear to be silent on the issue. 
Given all the vested interests that would be 
understandable. 

Now there are a few points I would like to make -

1. The massive damage to the national park was 
caused by campers, compared to that done by 
cattle over a hundred years it was spectacularly far 
more effective and a bit more expensive to the 
taxpayers. 

2. The failure of the government bodies to establish 
effective fire prevention and control programs will 
see even more devastation in our forests and parks. 

3. The use of the fire retardant chemicals will 
become even more prevalent. Melbourne's water 
supply extends over a vast catchment area and 
although the use of the chemicals in one area 
would be diluted to a large degree in the overall 
supply, there would be areas of concentration. So 
it is not just country people that should be 
interested in what chemical concoctions are being 
added to our water supply. 

I have no magic solutions to the problem and I dislike 
over regulated government interference in my 
freedom, but there must be a reduction -in the -risk -of 
frres getting to such calamitous proportions. This 
may mean limiting access during high danger periods 
and it should certainly mean fuel reduction on a 
meaningful scale. NRE appear to have a policy of 
putting out every fire caused by lightning strike. This 
is not what happens naturally in the bush. I have no 
argwnent against such practice provided some 
controlled cool burning is done on a regular basis in 
it's stead. 

I don't know if Phos-Chek or any other retardant is a 
potential danger, but I think the people should know. 
Have a think about it. 

Graham Breen 
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Helicopters and damns 

In the last few weeks I have received two letters that 
may be of interest. 

On 12 March the Minister for Planning and Local 
Government Mr Robert Maclellan amended the ARC 
Planing Scheme to allow the use and development of 
the Fails Creek heliport for the 1998 ski season. This 
seems to allow the permit holder to run things pretty 
much as was the case in 1997: noisily and often. The 
Minister says that he considers .. the heliport a vital 
component in achieving the State Planning Policy 
Framework and provides the State with a considerable 
economic advantage.' He does not say how this is so. 
He goes on to say that ... an application for planning 
permit must be made as soon as possible to continue 
the use past the end of the 1998 ski season. 'This 
appears to be a precursor for helicopters over the 
Bogong High Plains all year round. And if the High 
Plains, why not the entire alps? Or even the entire 
state? Except Mr Mac's street... 

Another letter, also 12 March, from Campbell 
Fitzpatrick, Director Catchment and Water Resources, 
Natural Resources and Environment. He says that At 
this stage there is no concrete proposal for a new dam 
on the Mitchell River. ..1 understand that Southern 
Rural Water is currently investigating the commercial 
viability of building and operating a mediwn sized 
reservoir on one of a nwnber of potential sites 
identified by the former Rural Water Commission on 
the Mitchell, Thomson and Macalister rivers.' He 
could not give me an assurance that I would be given 
a chance to participate in an EIS. Note concrete 
proposal'! It is unclear if Mr Fitzpatrick has a black 
sense of humour, or if this was unintentional. I 
laughed. 

In 1975, the Bureau <::>f - Agricultural Economics 
found that farmers would pay $1.05 per million litres 
of water, but that it would cost the taxpayer $37 per 
million litres to provide it. Despite this, the Hamer 
Liberal Government approved the dam, an election 
promise, but it was stopped by the Cain Labor 
Government in 1982. It is interesting that one of the 
99 farmers" who would have benefited from the 1982 
Mitchell River Dam was the Evans family. In 1992 
Bruce Evans was the National Party MLA for 
Baimsdale, and advocated a dam. Conflict of 
interest? 

It seems to me that the best way to stop dams is not to 
blow them up, but rather to show that the economic 
arguments do not add up. This was why the Mitchell 
was shelved in 1982. Decision makers must be made 
to realise that we can see the foolishness of poor 
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economic decisions. Politicians will invariably state that the 
quality of submissions made to them is what counts, not the 
number for or against. To some extent this is true, but I strongly 
suspect that somewhere a person is counting - 900/o of submissions 
are against downhill skiing on Stirling. 

This is why letters can have such a fantastic effect, especially if 
the politicians are in marginal seats. Thus it would seem 
reasonable to write to -

The Minister for Planning and Local Government Mr Robert 
Maclellan, GPO Box 2797Y, Melbourne 300 I, or hand deliver to 
80 Collins Street, and Southern Rural Water, 88 Johnson Street, 
Maffra 3860. 

If nothing else, just state a brief opinion, and seek assurances. 
You can be sure that your letter will be counted, and count, 
especially in the Minister's office. Simple hand written letters are 
far better than complex pro-formas. 

If in doubt, read the 600 or so Mt Stirling submissions. I have 
half a forest of files on the above, in the case of the damn going 
back to I 973, and would be pleased to let anyone read it. 

MAYA BELLE 

CAROL BRANDT 

WAYNE BROWNE 

STEVEN COSTIN 

ROSALYN DAVIES 

BILL DONALD 

JULIE GARON 

MARIA GAY 

Stephen Lake 25 March 1998 

New members 

CARMEL HAMMOND 

JERRY & LARA KARBOWNIK 

KEVIN KENNEDY 

STEVHEN LITTLER 

PAMELA MUSTEY 

DESMA NEIL 

JANE RYAN 

Altered Address/Phone 

Busbies Good food Guide 
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1998 update of some favourite eating places. Mt BEAUTY BAKERY. Fantastic, just as good as ever. Coffee, still 
at Lygon St Standard. Service positively polite ! 

MILA W A PUB (at cross roads). Great interesting pub food, very pleasant atmosphere. Can take a bit of time if 
busy. Coffee only so-so but cheese cake was to kill for. 

GEELING FISH AND CHIP SHOP. Opposite done up pier on the water front. If in doubt follow signs to WOOL 
MUSEUM, continue driving down hill i.e. to the sea. Turn left and its there. No ordinary chip shop this. Wine by 
the glass is excellent ditto coffee. Quite speedy even when very busy on a Friday night. Well worth the detour. 



Walks in April/May 1998 

LOCATION 
Easter 
10-13 Apr KOSCIUSZKO NP: TIN MINE AREA Private 
10-13 KOSCIUSZKO NP: MAIN RANGE Private 
10-13 BRYCES GORGE BASE CAMP Private 
12Sun TARADALE- FRYERSTOWN Bus 
13Mon HISTORICAL: FITZROY GDNS & E. Public 
14 Wed KING LAKE- ST ANDREWS- ISLAND CK Private 
17-19 WILSONS PROM Private 
18 Sat NAVIGATION DAY Private 
19Sun NEPEAN PARKS(MORNINGTON Bus 
24-26 NIGGERHEADS - MT FAINTER Private 
25Sat DANDENONGSEXPLORER Private 
26Sun BUNYIP SF NATURE RESERVE Bus 
May 
1-3 SOUTHERN GRAMPIANS BASE CAMP Private 
3Sun MT MACEOON(NW) Bus 
9Sat GLENBURN-TOOLANGISF Private 
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Gina Hopkins 
Bill Metzenthen 
Anne Wilkins 
Allan Miller & Clare Loner2an 
Athol Schafer 
Mar2aret Borden 
PeterGipps 
Alan Clarke 
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Peter Day 
Helene Hunt 
Brian Crouch & Jean Woodger 
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John Kittson & Margo McNamera 
Alan Clarke 
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Renewal of Membership/Change of Address and/or Phone Numbers 

NAME .. ....... ...... .. ... ........ ...... ........ .... .... ... ........... ............. ... .. .......... ... ...... .. .. . 

ADDRESS ... ................. .... .... ................ ......... ........ ... ........... ........... ...... ... ..... ............ ...... ... ...... ........ .. .. . 

PHONE (h) ...... ...... ....... .... ........ ... (w) .. ........ ............... .. .... . Ordinary Members $25 

Is this a Change of Address? DYes DNo Concession (proof required) $17 
Couples $36 
Non-member News subscribers $15 

Make cheques or money order payable to "Melbourne Bushwalkers Inc" and post to 
Membership Secretary, GPO Box 1751Q, MELBOURNE, 3001 
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