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Social Scene 

Slide Night 
Les Southwell will be showing some more 
slides in the Clubrooms, not of Lake 
Pedder, but of some Easter walks in the 
Australian Alps including Sylvia's 
Cobberas and Gina's Eastern Snowy 

Mountains trips. 
Also for good measure, some day walks of the Yea area 

8pm Wednesday 12 May 

Social Secretary: F10na GaUery -Phone 

YHA Bushdance 
The YHA Bushdance has booked up quickly (we were 
only allowed 20 tickets). I will try to get more but may not 
know until closer to the date (Friday 28 May). 

Jazz/Vub ~lllht 
Over 20 Busbies enjoyed the Jazz night last Friday at the 
Bridge Hotel. 
Another night is planned for late June. This time we will 
be checking out an Irish band. See the June News for 
details. 
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J Navigation Da] 20th and 22nd of May 
I There will be a navigation day held on Saturday the 22 of May in the You Yangs. Leading up to this adventurous day will be I an infocmal introductory evening, 7pm on Thursday the 201b, held at the residence of Alan Clarke. The introductory evening 
1 will cover the use of a compass, the basics of map reading, and how you relate a compass to a map. On the Saturday, Pearson 
I Cresswell and Alan Miller, with the help of others, will lead the grrup through some interesting basic map and compass 
1 exercises in the wilds ofthe You Yangs. Some of these exercises will have been discussed in theocy on Thursday night. 
~ 

~ 1 Please contact Alan Clarke (ph: ) or Pearson Cresswell (ph: ) to bode a place. I 
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If this Donkey has a RED NOSE, 
TIDS is your LAST COPY of 

The NEWS 
Pay your subs NOW. 
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From the President 
You can' t have failed to oote that there have been several 
appeals lately on conservation matters - or can you? I 
wonder how many of yru have actually written those 
letters? Yes, I know that you intended to, but there hasn' t 
been much time ... OK so get the pen out oow and just do it 
- please. If we - bushwalkers who regularly or irregularly 
get out and appreciate our bush country and wilderness 
areas- don' t let our elected government know that we are 
not entirely happy - to say the least - with the acts of 
barbarism being performed on our National Parks - then 
woo the heck is going to protest? 

I hope that, like me, you are enjoying the fine 
weather and great walks on the programme. If you've had 
trouble getting on the Sunday bus don' t forget the 
Saturday walks. And it wruld be nice to see more of you 
fit Sunday walkers trying out a weekend pack-carry. Or a 
base camp to start with ... 

I hear that Wilky is looking good, having received 
some TLC recently. The omens are good for a good soow 
season this year so rm dragging out the skis and boots. 
Now where did I put that information on skiing 
preparation exercises? 

The News is the official newsletter of the Melbourne 
Bushwalkers Inc. and is published monthly. 
Edited by Clare Lonerpn. 

Articles, walk reports, poems, snippets of news, pootographs of 
club events, reports of new gear, book reviews, letter "to the 
Editor", advertisements, etc. are always welcome. The Editor 
reserves the right to edit articles, letters or other contributions, 
where space, clarity or propriety dictate, ard to maintain 
editorial consistency. 

Please note that articles for The News may be sent to Clare 
Lonergan by: 
+ Placing article in the Red Box in the clubrooms 
+ Mailing to: 
+ Fax: 
+ E-mail: 

Advertising Rates: 
~Page 1 Issue- $20; 3 Issues- $50; 12 Issues (1 Year) $180 
~Page 1 Issue- $30; 3 Issues- $75; 12 Issues (1 year) $270 
FuU Page 1 Issue- $50; 3 Issues- $125; 12 Issues (1year) $450 
Only advertisements directly relating to bushwalking will be 
accepted (e.g. gear, maps, trips, tours, etc); 

Memben Ads- FREE 
Closing date for June News is 26 May, 1999 

r .. 
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From the Editor 

Au Revoir 

f~e/1 dinner 

As many of you will koow Peter and Judy Gipps have now 
moved to Brisbane due to Peter's work. Notice was short 
but we managed to organise a good send off for them at 
the Shalimar Indian Restaurant in Brighton. It was a great 
night but we were all very sad to see them go. 
However Judy and Peter have extended an open invitation 
to all Busbies to call in and visit them when they are in 
Brisbane. They will let us have their address and contact 
details once they are settled. 
Judy and Peter both worked very hard for the Club with 
Judy being the Editor of News for over three years and 
Peter serving as Vice President and as a Committee 
Member. They both led many day and weekend walks. 
They will be sorely missed and I am sure everyone joins 
me in wishing them all the best in the Sunshine State. 

Clare Lonergan 

Meetings are held in the Clubrooms, MacKenzie 
Street, Melbourne (rear of the Royal Horticultural 
Society Building) on WEDNESDAY evenings 
between 7.00pm and 9.00pm 

Jl"uitors are always Welcome!! 

H 
Gmerol corF'espondence shollld be directed to: 

The Secretary, Melbourne Bushwalkers Inc. 
PO Box 1751 Q, Melbourne, 3001 

Page2. Website address: http://www. vicnet.net.aul-busbwalk 
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The Good Bus Guide 
The Bus is a very popular aspect of the way in which we organise our bush walking. You can help to keep the transport 
efficient and comfortable by observing the following guidelines: 

r Arrive on time. The bus departs at 9 :00am sharp 
(sometimes 8:30am) and there is no obligation to wait 
for latecomers. Allow a few spare minutes to get on 
board. 

r The leader is responsible for choosing the route, pick
up and drop-off points, stops, etc. If you have any 
special needs (eg. a drop-off on the way home) talc to 
the leader. 

r As on any other transport, it is good practice not to 
talk to the driver while the bus is on the move. He has 
plenty to do keeping the bus on the road. 

r Eating and drinking on the bus is acceptable, but 
please make every effort to keep it clean 

r At stops, keep the toilet visits and shop visits as brief 
as possible and be prepared to re-board when 
requested. 

Note that the bus will normally return to the city by 7:30 pm. If the trip is running late it may be necessary to limit stops to 
save time. 
When it is necessary to contact a leader at home please be considerate and do not telephone at an inappropriate time. 

Day Walks for May and June, 1999 

I 
Saturday 29 May 
Easy 
Leader(s) 
Transport 
Expected time of 
return 
Map reference 
Area 
Approximate length of 
walks 

Melbourne Explorer I 
Maureen Hurley 

Private 
3.30pm 

Melways 44 JS and 30 Jl2 
Fairfield/Kew 

10-12 km 

This is a lovely stroll from Studley Park Boathouse to 
Fairfield Boathouse along the picturesque Yarra River. It 
is a lovely track and you wouldn't know you were so close 
to Melbourne. A lot of work has been done on the track by 
the Friends of the Ya"a and bell birds can be heard! 

We will meet in the main car park at the Studley 
Park Boathouse (Melways 44 J5) where we will 
commence our walk. We will have lunch at Fairfield 
Boathouse where a variety of fare can be had, or you can 
bring your own. We will return to Studley Park via the 
bike track passing Dights Falls and the Collingwood 
Children' s Farm. 

Hope to see you there! 

I Saturday 5 June 
. Medium 

Leaden 
Transport 

Lenlerderg Gorge I 
Alan Ide 

Private 

e Please see leader in Clubroom or telephone him on 
for further details of this walk. 

I Sunday 6 June 
Easy & E/Medium 
Leader(s) 
Transport 

Expected time of 
return 
Map reference 
Approximate length of 
walk(s) 

YouYangs I 
Alan Miller & Fay Pratt 

Bus from Southbank 
Boulevanl at 9am 

6pm 

You Yangs 1:25,000 
12 & 16kms 

Both walks will require you to climb Flinders Peak (347m. 
above sea level). The track to the top is well worn by 
thousands oftourists. There are extensive views from the 
peak out over Port Phillip Bay. TheY ou Y aogs are heavily 
infested with a noxious weed from South Africa called 
bone seed: we sent them hakea in exchange! Bone seed 
can easily be pulled up, so do so. 
The E/Medium walk will be longer and have more hills 
than the easy walk. 

Sunday l3 June 
Ea & E/Medium 
Leader(s) 
Easy & E/Medium 
Transport 

Map reference 
Area 

Barwon Heads - Pt 
Lonsdale - ueenscliffe 

Alan Miller & 
Lynda Larkin 

Bus from South Bank 
Boulevard at 9am 

Melways pages 234-236 

This is an easy beach walk passing the townships of Ocean 
Grove and Point Lonsdale, and ending at Queenscliff 
which has two lighthouses, one black and one white. 

Website address:http://www.vicnet.net.au/-bushwalk Page3. 
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Leader(s) 
Transport 

< : • - -' - - •• 

Bistoric.a Walk: Our Royal 
Be rita 

Train 

This will be a leisurely stroll around the Royal and 
surrounding gardens taking in the historical sites and 
moruments. We will be meeting at Flinders Street 
concourse under 'The Clocks' at 10 am. 

As I do not have the phone on please contact me in the 
Clubrooms or send a note to me at 

I Wednesday 16 June 
E/Medium 
Leader(s) 
Transport 
Area 
Approximate length 
ofw.ak 
E1.pected time of 
return 
Map reference 

Sugarloaf Reservoir I 
Alister~owe 

Private 
Christmas Bills 

14km 

4pm 

Melway 273 D7 

Meet at the far car park near the Information Centre at 1 0 
am. 

Take the Eltham to Yarra Glen Road. tum right at 
Simpson Road. and oontinue 1.2 Ion to Sugarloaf 
Reservoir. Access by the main entrance and continue to the 
far car park. 

We will circumnavigate the reservoir in a 
clockwise direction getting the boring part over first and 
then climb to a few high points to access the many 
magnificent views of the reservoir and surrounding 
country. 

I received the following from Stephen Lake: 

~ NAMES. I once told someone my name "Stephen .. . that's 

l Stephen with a 'ph' ... Lake ... L-AKE". 
Was recorded as Steven P.H . Lake. Sigh!!! 

Editor 

. - - (j < ' £[ . 

Sunday 20 June 
E/Medium & Medium 
Leader(s) 

Transport 

Map Reference 

May,1999 

Mt Everard -Mt Beggary
Mt Jerusalem 

Brian Crouch & 
John Kittson 

Bus from Southbank 
Boulevard at 9am 

Kinglake Outdoor Leisure 
Map 1:25,000 

@ Please see leader in Clubrooms fur further details of 
this walk. 

I Saturday 26 June 
Easy 
Leader(s) 
Transport 

Dandenongs E~.plorer I 
Michael Humphrey 

Private 

• Please see leader in Clubroom or telephone him on 
for further details of this walk. 

Area 
Appro1.imate length 
of walk 
E~opected time of 
return 
Map reference 

Warrandyte State Park 

Peter Havlicek & Jan Palich 
Bus from Southbank 

Boulevard at 9aa 
Warrandyte- Wonga Park 

14&17kla 

6.30to7p• 

Melways Map 23, 24 and 279 

Warrandyte State Park comprises of land. originally 
farmed. but now returned to nature. There are many 
remnants of early setdements as well as numerous species 
of wildlife. 

We follow the Yarra upstream from Warrandyte
this includes the rapids. where canoeists delight in having 
their spills (skills?) and the Bend oflsles. There are some 
ups and downs. 

We have not yet previewed the walk. so there 
may be some difficult sections - tell you more when you 
book. 

BOOKING PROCEDURES FOR TRIPS 

The club's procecbres for booking on trips are an important part of our system for getting people out there walking while 
keeping the demands on leaders to a reasonable level. As problems do occur from time to time. we list here the definitive 
procedures for both members and leaders to follow. These are as defined in the club By-laws with some fine detail added by 
the Committee. 

SUNDAY Bl!S TRIPS 
Bookings should be made in person at the clubrooms. The leader or deputy will attend the meetings on the two Wednesdays 
preceding the walk. 
Money for bus trips (fares & visitor fees) must be given to the leader (or deputy). not to the treasurer. committee members on 
duty, etc. Bookings are only confirmed when all money due has been paid. 
Postal bookings are acceptable in the event that a member is unable to attend the Wednesday meetings. Postal bookings. 
together with a cheque for the amount due payable to Melbourne Bushwalkers Inc .• should be sent to the trip leader at the 

Page4. Website address: http://www. vicnet.net.aul-busbwalk 
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club's postal address (PO Box 1751Q, MELBOURNE 3001). Bookings for more than one trip should be sent separately. To 
ensure a seat (see below), postal bookings should be sent to reach the club's PO box by the Tuesday 2 weeks before the walk. 
Priority of bookings: At the meetings, first priority will be given to personal bookings. Postal bookings will be accepted as 
they are received, provided that no-one is waiting to make a personal booking. 
Unreserved seats: Persons without reserved seats may be accepted on trips provided that (a) there is room on the bus, (b) the 
leader is prepared to accept them and (c) they pay an extra Late Fee ($2) in addition to the Walks & Visitors Fees. Please bring 
correct money. 
Telephone bookings are not accepted. 
Cancellations: The leader should be informed of any cancellations as early as possible, so that the seat can be made available 
to others. 
Credit in lieu of a cancellation can be obtained provided that the cancellation was due to unforeseen and unavoidable 
circumstances, and that the leader was informed. Application should be made in writing to the Walks Secretary (or Assistant 
Walks Secretary) stating the applicant's name, the trip, fees in question and the reason for cancellation. He may, at his 
discretion, issue a credit note which can be used when booking for future trips. 

TRIPS USING PRIVATE TRANSPORT 
Bookings should be made in person at the clubrooms. The leader or deputy will attend the meetings on the two Wednesdays 
preceding the walk. 
Telephone bookings may be made by contacting the leader at the number given on the programme. 
Where members cars are used for transport, the leader will allocate passengers to cars. The owner/driver of the car will arrange 
details (time & place) for pick-up and return of passengers. Each passenger shall pay the driver costs at the approv~ rate 
(currendy 6clkm) together with a share of any necessary expenses (eg. park entry fees). Visitor Fees will be collected by the 
leader. 

Weekend Walks for May & June 

Pearson Cresswell 
Walks Secretary 

I 

128-30 MAy 
Easy 

Kara Kara Base Camp I 
I 

i1-14 
. E/Medium 

Little Desert Pack Carry I 
Leader(s) 
Transport 
Approximate length 
of walk 
'lap reference 

Rod Novak 
Private 

14 & 12kms 

VicMap 1:25,000 Navan-e North 
and South, Redbank North and 

South 

Like to try ovecnight camping the ' million star' way. Then 
come along to this base camp and enjoy two walks through 
some of Victoria's superb Box-Ironbarlc. forests. The camp 
site has toilets and picnic tables - but no hot showers!! and 
overlooks a lake. We will have a cheecy fire at night, and 
gourmet treats with pre-dinner drinks. So come along and 
try ovecnight camping in a great location Come to 
Clubnight and see the leader for a fact sheet. 

1

11-14 June Wyperfeld Base Camp I 

. Easy . 
Leader(s) Alan Ide 
Transport Private 
W Please see leader in Clubroom or telephone him on 

for further details of this walk. 

Leader(s) 
Transport 
Map Reference 
Area 
Distance 

Rod Novak 
Private 

VicMap 1:50,000 Dimboola et til 
Little Desert National Park 

55kms 

I did this walk with Pearson last year, and was so 
impressed that I want to do it again. We will start from the 
Wimmera River end and do part of the 'desert walk'. The 
Little Desert is a wonderland of mallee, cypress pine, bull
oak and heathland. There are over 220 species of birds 
recorded in the park. We will enjoy longish days (20 kms) 
along flattish sandy tracks, but well compensated with 
great campsites, cheery campfires, star-gazing and lots of 
good yarns. If you are a fit walker, and willing to carry a 
pack for three days, then contact the leader at Clubnight 
for a great weekend at a special place. 

Thirty years ago - in 1969 - there was a huge 
outcry about the proposed subdivision ofland near Kaniva . 
The end result, after a long battle - is a beautiful national 
park. To get a feel for why this park is specia~ then read 
Libby Robin' s (1998) Defending the Little Desert - the 
rise of ecological consciousness in Australia, M. U.P. 

Website address: http://www. vicnet.net.aul-busbwalk PageS. 
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1 25-27 June 
Easy 
Leader 
Transport 
Map nference 

Snake Island I 
Deb Henry 

Private 

• Please see leader in Clubroom or telephone her on 
for further details of this walk 

Advance Notice 
Northern NSW Moving Base Camp 

18 September (School Holidays) 

Here' s a chance to visit and do day walks in some of the 
wonderful National Parks and other areas in this great part 
ofNSW. The areas to be visited have not yet been decided 
rut I'm full of ideas. There will be a planning evening on 
Tuesday 17 August for all those interested in coming. We 
will work rut all the details, including when everyone 
wants to get back to Melbourne, how easy or hard we want 
the walks to be and of course where we will go. I will have 
maps and information and lots of suggestions but I want to 
have some semblance of democracy as I want everyone to 
enjoy the trip. The only definite is that there will not be 
any overnight stuff, strictly base camps. 

Possible National Parks include New England, 
Apsley Gorge, Darrigo, Gibraltar Range, Oxley Wild 
Rivers, Mt Kaputar, Warrambungles, Cathedral Rodes, 
Warrabah, Guy Fawkes and more. There are also some 
great places not in National Parks such as the Clarence 
River Gorge and some of the waterfalls and gorges near 
Armidale. 

I'll be interstate from mid May till late July so 
please ring me on before May 15111 or after July 
20111 rut before the planning night on August 17111

• Don' t 
miss this one if you can possibly get the time off. 

Map Reference 

0>-ordinator - Jopie Bodegraven 

Lal Lal FaDs- Mt. Doran 

Brian Crouch & Maureen Peck 
Bus from Soutbbank Boulevard 

at9am 
Lal Lall:lS,OOO 

The easy walk will be all on cleared trades through lightly 
timbered forest starting from Lal Lal Reservoir passing a 
rumber of mining sites and structures used to process iron 
ore. 
The E/Medium walk will involve at least four river 
crossings, (nothing over knee deep, trust me) and takes in 
mixed forest areas with some considerable climbing. On 
the preview we saw one koala and a number of wallabies. 
Both walks will be enjoyable and the area is quite 
fascinating, particularly the section following the 
Moorabool River. 

. L. .12 l 
. :: May, 1999 

Dom Dom Saddle to Donnellys Weir 
Sunday 4111 April1999 

The \Wal toilet stop was bypassed 
on that lovely Easter Sunday, 
but relief was had in the hills at last 
up Dom Dom Saddle way. 

When the usual naming and rumbering was done, 
both groups went their separate ways, 
one lot set out with their backs to the sun, 
pushing uphill during that phase. 

T'was while I was finding my very first wind 
that I chanced upon Peter McGrath, 
who said ' you should play more tennis', and grinned, 
but I'm sure I had the last laugh. 

The going was up and down for a while 
as we walked along Condon' s Trade, 
then we headed for the rush in single file, 
but alas, we had to turn back. 

I saw that Road Twelve sign on the News, 
(three others were lost the night through), 
maybe it serves primarily to confuse 
as some bush signs tend to do! 

The grandest view was had from "VP 5" 
where Healesville and beyond were clear, 
and most developed a listlessness 
when the time for descent drew near. 

As we approached the gates to Donnellys Weir, 
peace was broken by a constant ' clap', 
t 'was Graham, our whip, taking up the rear 
with his sole in a veritable flap! 

Whatever happened to 1 ..... . 

Jill Dawson 

We met Brian Troke at the National Folk Festival in 
Canberra at Easter. He asked to be remembered to 
his walking friends from the late 70' s and early SO's. 
Brian is now retired, married, and living on 150 
acres inland from Kempsey (NSW). 

Rod Mattingley 

Friends of Sandra Mutimer and Janette 
¥attingley would like to extend their sympathy 
Of!: the_ recent loss of tiJeir fathe~. 

Page 6. Website address:bttp:/lwww.vicnet.net.au/-busbwalk 

I 



. - ; ; -

From the 
Membership 
Secretary 
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This is ZERO hour if you have 
not sent in your subscription (at 
last count, 49.8% of you have 
not!). As the donkey on the 

.. 3 L 

fiont page is braying: "If you do not pay before the end of 
May, you will not get a NEWS in June!". 

However if you are the type who remembers only 
two months later to send in the belated subscription, there 
is almost as much rejoicing over a stray sheep who returns 
to the fold as ... etc. 

Please check that your address sticker says "Subs 
Due" (confirms that red nose) and the usual blah about 
disregarding if you have sent your subscription recently. 

New members: 
TIMOTHY ADAMS 

GEOFFREY STIJAR T CHESTNEY 

HANS EDLINGER 

JENNY IEDEMA 

ALAN KElLETT 

SHARLENE WATERS 

Altered Address/Phone: 
NANCY BEL YEA 

STANCHIECill 

CHARLES CUTLER 

L YN FLETCHER 

May,1999 ·_ . : . .. ; f 

JAMES GOLDEN 

ANDREA MAYES 

PAMELA MUSTEY 

MARIAN ROSS 

JANTYTAYLOR 

TREVOR THOMSON 

ALAN TRA VEIL 

Life Members 11 
Honorary Members 9 
Single memberships 392 
Family memberships 96(= 2x48) 
Total membership 508 

Equipment for Hire 

You have no doubt heard of luxurious five star 
accommodation. Why not experience the Melbourne 
Busbies "million star" style of outdoor accommodation, 
camping out under the wonderful stars of our southern sky. 
The Busbies have some great equipmem for hire - day 
packs, weekend packs, sleeping bags with silk sleeping 
sheets, sleeping mats, double skinned hiking tents and a 
trangia stove. We have very low hire rates and deposits -
you will save heaps oompared to hiring fiom the outdoor 
shops. I invite you to 'try before you buy' and have a go at 
camping out with the help of the club in our great 
outdoors. The leader and club members are always very 
helpful in helping you to pitch a tent or to pack a pack. Just 
ask - and there will always be someone to assist and share 
their experience with you. We have superb autumn 
weather, cheery campfires, star gazing at night and some 
great walks in our bush. Camping out is something 
special. Give it a go. Looking at the May Walks 
Programme, there are two EASY base camps scheduled -
there is Tarra Bulga in Gippsland and Kara Kara near St 
Arnaud - and also, there is an Easy-Medium graded pack 
carry in the Grampians. If you need any assistance with 
hiring the club equipment, then ring me on AH 
or ask me at Clubnight. 

Rod Novak 

Website address:http://www.vicnet.net.aul-bushwalk Page 7. 
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eoffee and Cake compulsories ... 

• Ballant - The Golden City- 427 Sturt Street (the 
main drag opposite those lovely blue
stone churches). This a great pub, with 
delish coffee and cakes. Perfect for 
those Grampians, Little Desert and 
Wyperfeld trips. 

• Bonnie Doon: Melz (originally Kurts) 
7am till9.30pm. 8/10 coffee, 9/10 
hamburger, 10110 foccacia, 7/10 lasagne & 
salad. Pleasant atmosphere, quite quick 
service. 

1e1 Bright - I just can't remember the name but it 
is opposite the pub - a small bistro with a/ 
fresco tables and chairs. Good ooffee and cake. 
Found on Gina's High Plains trip. 

1e1 Charlton - The Bush Poet 21 High Street, read the 
poetry ofLawson and Patterson on the table mats. 
Gerry recommends the Iced Coffee. A great find on 
the way home from Max's Hattah Lakes trip. 

lei Ecbuca - Echuca Mu"ay Fsplant:llk Cellars
although they feature wine tasting, they also do great 
coffee and cake. A real treat after George' s Labour 
day canoe adventure. 

lei Euroa - The club favourite - the Jolly Jumbuck, 
although the pub also has good ooffee. A great stop 
off when heading to the Alps. 

zrr rn 

• Bealesville- Counuy Kitchen Meals/Gallery. Coffee 
10/ 10 Canot cake, choccy cake with whiskey, etc. etc. 
all FANTASTIC. Didn' t eat any proper food. Cheap. 
Verandah was great. Crafts. O'IT. 
• Koonwarn South Gippy Highway (on the way 

to the Prom) - the General Store -great 
treats, coffee and cake. 

• Mansfield -during the day try 
the Bakery, and at night try the 

Come and Get Stuffed bistro at 50 High 
Street (on the rigtt hand side of the main 
road), simply scrumptious coffee. 
• Mt Beauty try the BaJcery in the 

township (next to the public toilets). 
• Myrtleford try the Myrtlejord 

Bakehouse 150 Myrtle Street (main road) 
Great halian coffee and delicious croissants. 
• Oayeo- Fairy Dell Cafe 14 Oke Street. 

Fantastic poster sized photos ofmaratoon runners, 
mallee fowl and mallee sunsets. We stopped here for 
an ice-cream on the way oome from Max's Hattah 
Lakes trip. 

• Yea -Amble Inn Cafe & Pizza. Pizza 6/10. Didn' t 
risk coffee. Better atmosphere than the big cafe. 
Grand Central Pub, in middle opp. Loos. FAQ pub 
meal e.g. fish 4/10. Didn' t risk coffee. Decent 
atmosphere interesting old photographs on walls. 

• For some better "Meal Deals" . . . nen issue. 
Rod Novalc & Sylvia Ford 

ral Australia 
Share OUR secrets 

Do you know where to find ... 
• A permanently Rowing creek in the Mocdomel Ranges? 

• Hundreds of Aboriginal rock carvings in the East Mocdonnel s? 

• The wolerfoll in Hugh Gorge? 

• The spectacular circula r valley in Finke Gorge Notional PorU 

• The beautiful pools and sandstone domes the lourists never see in 
Y«Jtorrko {Kings Canyon) Notional PorU 

• A dozen or mOfe wonderful day walks wnere you ore un~kely to see 
anyone but your wal ing companions? 

We know all this and more. Ask fOf our brochure and find .. -$~ 1ALI~. 
~~why bothw~k;og ;o <Miml ...... ~;a ;, .... 00 a 
enjoyable experience. ; • ., .. Qiil.l.,. ~ 
Willis's Walkabouts ~ 
12 Carrington St Millner NT 0810 
Email: walkabout@ais.net.au 

Website address: http://www .vicnet.net.aul-bushwalk Page9. 
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CONSERVATION FORUM 
Some good news! Per the appeal in 
last months NEWS re saving the 
Wongungarra; it looks like this 
pristine area has been saved from 

logging. A Regional Forest Agreement (RFA) "directions 
report" includes a map in an appendix which shows the 
Wongungarra as being a " special protection zone". This 
should protect it from logging, subject, of course, to 
lobbying from vested interests in the timber industry. 

Now for the bad news. The ' directions report' 
also indicates that other areas, notably the Central 
Highlands RF A area, have not been given protection. This 
is disappointing. We may have to do our own lobbying in 
respect to the Central Highlands. More later. 

An alert! The Age, page 3, Saturday 10/4/99, 
carried an article, with ' photo, entitled; ' The tradition 
continues in the Victorian Alps as cattlemen start the 
muster - Big year for high country cattle" . The photo is 
taken with a horse's neck and head in the foreground with 
plump cattle in the mid-ground in an alpine setting. The 
article centres around "A fourth-generation mountain 
cattleman, Harry Ryder, who runs about 300 cows in the 
mountains over the summer .. . " It goes on to say "About 
70 beef farmers have licences to run cattle in the Alps. 
The seven-year licences cost about $1500 a year" . The 
$1500 must be Mr Ryder' s fee for his 300 cows, as the 
grazing fee is a mere $5 per head (and excludes calves 
born on the High Plains during agistment). 

The theme of the article is: how cattlemen with 
high country grazing licences can reduce the pressure on 
their lowland farms and keep their bloodlines pure; how 
cattle fattened on the high country attract top prices; how 
the cattlemen are more attentive to the environment than 
many of "the greenies" realise; how the cows help keep 
down the grass over the summer, thereby reducing the fire 
risk. 

I'd like to now quote the first 2 paragraphs from 
the President's Message in the last edition of Voice of the 
Mountains [The Journal of the Mountain Cattlemen's 
Association of Victoria Inc, No 22 1999]. The author is 
the subject of The Age article, Harry Ryder. 

"Mountain Cattlemen - the name evokes a love 
affair with the mountains, a romance with the old ways, 
and a passion for maintaining a bit of living history. We 
cannot ignore this feeling in the wider community, their 
empathy with our way of life is the key to continue our 
traditional ways. The continued support of the public is 
vital. As an organisation the cattlemen must foster this 
public support." 

"Our opponents, masters at living from the public 
purse, are pursuing an intense campaign to have cattle 
totally removed from the National Park. Cattle now graze 
about 6% of the Alpine National Park, where once most of 
the forest and mountains was carrying cattle. So mucli of 
the country that used to be grazed is now stagnant 
wasteland with a ruge build-up of forest litter. The 
exclusion of fire has over time gradually rendered this 
former grazing country virtually worthless." 

It's fairly plain that Mr Ryder is keen to whip 
anyone prepared to read his President' s Message into a 
state of indignation at people, masters at living from the 
public purse, campaigning to remove cattle and the 
cattlemen's lifestyle from the high country. If the 
unnamed opponents aren' t just a stalking-horse 
manufactured for the purpose, then they are probably the 
VNPA [there' s quite a lot of ranting about the VNPA on 
the Mountain Cattlemen's website at 

http://www vicnet.com.au/-mcayic. Take a look. 
It's an amazing collection of disinformation and selective 
quotation]. 

Those of you who support the VNP A financially 
will know that the VNP A funds itself from members' 
sooscriptions and donations. So how do you feel about 
being accused of living off the public purse? It is the 
cattlemen who use the public purse to fatten their cattle 
and themselves. The $5 per head agistment is minuscule in 
comparison with the costs to the community it entails, and 
the benefits the cattlemen derive. Rather than graciously 
accept the past public subsidy and count his blessings, Mr 
Ryder chose to misrepresent and denigrate others. 

The Big Lie with cattle grazing is that the alpine 
country is rendered " virtually worthless" after the cattle 
are removed. It begs the question as to why it wasn't 
virtually worthless before the cattle arrived. But, that 
aside, the real factor is that cattle trample and destroy the 
more sensitive environments, particularly moss beds and 
grasses aro~md ponds, creeks and in gullies. When the 
cattle move back down to the farm, or are withdrawn, the 
first species to grow in the desolate aftermath are heaths as 
the previous balance has been destroyed. Even cattle prefer 
to avoid heath and thus widen their zone of destruction 
year by year, thus forever widening the imbalance. It is 
the cattle which render the delicate alpine areas "virtually 
worthless" - all for a quick personal profit at the saleyards. 

The Mountain Cattlemen are clearly quite happy 
to sully their past image for their own financial gain. They 
don't mind spreading false stories that make themselves 
sound grand, wise and battling whilst others are ignorant 
and parasitic on the public purse. A deliberately and 
methodically manipulative mob (MMM). I think history 
and historic precedent is very important, too important to 
allow a MMM to pervert for private enrichment. 

There is push by the MMM to regain financially 
valuable grazing land, including within the Kosciuszko 
National Park. The timing of the current push is 
determined by such things as a judgement that their likely 
opponents are all battling so much just keeping their 
collective heads above water that they won't have time or 
energy to resist. So we are, but it's important that we do 
resist. If you also feel this way then the appropriate person 
to write to with your views is: The Hon Marie Tehan, 
Minister for Natural Resources and Environment, 8 
Nicholson Street, East Melbourne, Vic 3002. 

It was Minister Tehan who recendy extended the 
alpine grazing licences for another 7 years at $5 per head. 

Graeme Thomton, Conservation Convenor 
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News from the Federation 
Conservation Committee 
(May 1999) -

North-east Victoria -
(RF A) Regional Forest 
Agreement 
The Commonwealth and 
Victoria RF A Steering 

Committee have published a Directions Report ( 1999) for 
north-east Victoria and this is now available as part of the 
public consultative process. You can access this on the net 
at www.rfa.gov.au oc ring the Department of Natural 
Resources and Environment for a copy. Look at page 20 
for some interesting comments. Written submissions are 
invited and the closing date is the 28111 May 1999. We 
need you to put pen to paper and to write a submission to 
save the Wongwtgurra River catclnnent. Ask for this 
special place to be included in the Alpine National Park for 
its biodiversity value. Don' t log the frog . 

Action required - Send your letter to the: -
Commonwealth-Victoria RF A Steering Committee 
Cl- Forests Taskforce 
Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet 
3 - 5 National Circuit 
Barton AC.T. 2600 
and can I have a copy of your letter. 

Alpine 
The Victorian National Park Association campaign for 
saving Mt McKay continues. Ask your local state 
politician for details of the so-called "open consultative 
process" and let them know that you prefer an open 
consultative E.E.S. instead. Help us to save the Mountain
pygmy possum prime habitat. See the posters in the 
clubrooms for more information. 

Wilson's Prom 
The Federation meets with Parks Victoria on the 6111 May 
to discuss bushwalking issues at the Prom. Issues to be 
discussed will be the impact of commercial guided walks 
to the lighthouse, the potential effect on independent 
walkers (restriction on numbers?), tented standing camps, 
privileged access for commercial groups, new ruts for 
commercial groups, widening of walking tracks (for 
vehicle aa:ess), and the status of tracks in the north-east 
wilderness zone. I will update you next month. 

Mallee 
A Mal lee Parks Consultative Group will have its inaugural 
meeting in May. This group will focus on Hattah
Kulkyne, Sunset, Big Desert and Wyperfeld Nat1onal 
Parlcs. 

May,1999 

A new Hattah-Kulkyne map is available (Meridian 
Publications). The scale is 1:75,000 and RR.P. is $8.00. 

High Plains helicopter and 
Roc Valley Dam 

Rod Novak 

There is now a helicopter corq>laints register, and we 
should make sure that our views are recorded in it. If 
every winter Wilky visitor Wrote just one letter, and left 
messages in log books to do the same, Falls Creek Ski 
Lifts would be swamped. Make no mistake: the helicopter 
is a try-on, and if we say nothing, there will be a 
perception that there is no opposition to helicopters. 
Helisking or joy flights to Bogong, anyone? Summer 
aircraft? The man to write to seems to be Mr Ian Grant, 
Managing Director, Falls Creek Ski Lifts, PO Box 55, 
Falls Creek, Vic 3699. 

There will be no routine enforcement of 
compliance with the helicopter conditions such as number 
of flights, routes, fly neighbourly, or noise. But a sound 
engineer at the helipad with a decibel meter (or whatever 
they are called!) might be useful, as nothing above 95 
dB(A) is permitted. A downhill friend described the 
helicopter as noisy. 

The pilot shall comply with the reasonable 
directions of the Chief Ranger Alpine. The definition of 
reasonable is set by Mr Maclellan. 

Southern Hydro is a subsidiary of Infratil 
Australia, a Queensland listed company. They rwt the 
Kiewa, Rubicon and Cairn Curran hydro works. Southern 
Hydro has an environmental policy, and without going into 
details it looks fair to good. As reported last month, 
Southern Hydro is planning changes to Rocky Valley 
Dam. Southern Hydro replied very quickly to a letter, 
giving vague assurances about Rocky Valley, but a second 
letter requesting details has not led to anything concrete. 
The absence of a prompt or any reply to the second letter 
leads me to conclude that the Rocky Valley Dam 
environmental impact is such that the proposal would be 
resisted by conservationists. 

They are investigating increasing the storage 
capacity, apparently by raising the water level 1.2 metre. 
Vehicle and skier access along the High Plains road and 
across the dam wall will also not be affected.' Their 
address is level 13, 500 Collins Street, Melbourne 3000, 
and you should write to the Corporate Services Manager. 
It would be concise but not diplomatic to abbreviate 
Southern Hydro. 

Steohen Lalce 

DUTY ROSTER 
May 12 Darryl & Dave 
May 19 Anne & Fiona 
May 26 Sylvia & Gina 
June 2 Trish & Rod 
Next Committee meeting: 31 May, 1999 
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Walks in May/June, 1999 

Date Location 
June1999 
5Sat LERDERDERG GORGE 
6Sun YOUYANGS 

QUEENS BIRTIIDAY WEEKEND 
ll-14 WYPERFELD BASE CAMP 
ll-14 LITTLE DESERT PACK CARRY 
13Sun BARWON HEADS- PT LONSDALE-

QUEENSCLJFiiE 
14Mon WSTORICAL WALK: 

OUR ROYAL HERITAGE 
16Wed SUGARLOAF RESERVOIR-

OIRISTMAS mLLS 
lOSun MT EVERARD- MT BEGGARY -

MT JERUSALEM (KINGLAKE) 
25-27 SNAKE ISLAND 
l6Sat DANDENONGSEXPLORER 
l 7 Sun WARRANDYTE STATE PARK 
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Print Post Approved. PP No 338888/00016 
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GPO Box 1751 Q, Melbourne 3001 
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Private 
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Standard Leade!(s} 

M Alan Ide 
E&FJM Alan Miller&: 

Fay Pratt 

E Alan Ide 
ElM Rod Novak 
E&FJM Alan Miler& 

Lynda Larkin 
E LaaceMobbs 

FJM Alister Rowe 

FJM&M Brian Crouch &: 
UoydYoung 

E Deb Henry 
E Michael Humphrey 
E&EIM Peter Havlicek &: 

Jan Palich 
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)<. .......................................................................................................................................................................... ..... 

Renewal of Membership Please complete details 

Name ................................................................................................................................................................... . 

Old Address ................................................................................................................. , ....................................... . 

New Address ............................................................................... ................................................................... ...... . 

Old Phone (h) ................................ (w) ................ ...... . Ordinary members $25 
Concession (proof required) $17 

New Phone (h) .............................. (w) ......................... . Couples $36 
The News (for non members) SIS 

Make cheques or money orden payable to 'Melboume Busbwalken Inc.' and post to Membenbip Secretary, GPO Bos 
1751 Q, Melbourne, 3001 


