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WE ARE a MEMBER OF

Members of the Melbourne Bushwalkers Inc meet on 
Wednesday evenings between 7:00 and 9:00 pm in the 
club rooms at:

Mission to Seafarers Victoria
717 Flinders Street
Docklands
(Melway map 2E 8J)

Visitors are always welcome!

General correspondence should be directed to:

The Secretary
Melbourne Bushwalkers Inc
PO Box 1751
MELBOURNE VIC 3001
www.melbournebushwalkers.org.au

The News of the Melbourne Bushwalkers Inc 
(The News) is published monthly, and is the offi  cial 
newsletter of Melbourne Bushwalkers Inc.

Editor: Wen Qi

Walk previews, walk reviews, articles, poems, news items, 
photographs of Club events, reports of new gear, book/
movie reviews, letters to the editor, advertisements, 
et cetera are always welcome. However, the Editor 
reserves the right to edit contributions where space, 
clarity or propriety dictate, and to maintain editorial 
consistency. 

Note: photographs should be sent as separate high 
resolution fi les which are capable of being edited.

Please send your contributions as unformatted text 
fi les by email to news@mbw.org.au

Closing date for receipt of material for The News is the 
21st of the month.

Advertisements should relate to bushwalking (e.g. gear, 
maps, trips, tours, health and fi tness etc.). These may 
be published subject to space availability and Editor’s 
discretion. 

For current advertising rates contact the Editor at 
news@mbw.org.au.

Next committee meeting: Monday 2nd March.

Special off er for $69.99
One pair of these poles brand new (taken on a non-
Bushies trip but not used). Weight 2 x 300g. Regular 
price $99.99. If interested, contact Rosemary Cotter.

for sale: 
Macpac A3 Trekking PolesWe welcome the following new members:

Maria Schaff ner, Robyn Young, Setsuko Minamikawa 
Hellena Lozanovski, Jane Probert, Aakash Mehta
Thomas Dunham, Janet Dixon, Chiemi Daly
Barry Daly, Bert Reeh, Fiona Macdonald

new members

the Kimberleye
of th

w

yyyy

0 Enquires & Bookings: ( www.bushwalkingtours.com

mo

- Tanami Desert/Lake Argyle/Mornington Sanctuary/Broome/Bungle Bungles -

.au
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Bushies who were walking in the early 1980s will remember Philip as an incredibly tough walker who led a lot 
of trips to areas where few Europeans had been. Philip would deliberately go off  track to explore caves, rock 
formations and his favourite passion waterfalls. Sometimes his enthusiasm would mean the group he was leading 
would become geographically embarrassed and many late arrivals back home would occur.

Philip’s keen interest in waterfalls, especially those in the Otways, meant that he would seek out any unnamed 
falls and attempt to fi nd their original aboriginal name. If he could not fi nd any information he would name them 
using aboriginal language for anything pertaining to water.

Philip worked at the Melbourne map shop for a number of years and when illness prevented him from walking he 
very kindly donated many maps and also his collection of books on the environment to the club library.
Philip was a terrifi c photographer and many of his photos have been used in books about Victorian waterfalls.
Later in life Philip identifi ed as a woman and changed his name to Shivanee. The Australian Association of 
Gerontology dedicated its 2019 Report into ’Disrespecting LGBTI Identity’ to the memory of Shivanee - a ‘kind and 
caring person and a fi erce advocate for trans rights’.

Shivanee died at the age of 73 and a memorial service will be held at the Glen Waverley Uniting Church (cnr 
Bogong Ave and Kingsway) on Saturday 7th March at 2pm.

Graham Hodgson

VALE PHILIP LARKIN ( SHIVANEE MANSFIELD )

annual general meeting
The Annual General Meeting of the Melbourne Bushwalkers (Incorporated) will be held on Wednesday, 25 March, 
2020 from 9.00 pm at the Clubrooms, 717 Flinders Street, Docklands (Melway Reference: 2E, 8J)

Members are invited to attend. Non-members are welcome but are not eligible to vote.
Business:
* Apologies
* Confi rmation of Minutes from the 2019 Annual General Meeting
* President’s Report
* Treasurer’s Report
* Walks Secretaries’ Reports
* Membership Secretaries Report
* Other reports
* Determination of the annual subscription fee for 2020
* Determination of number of General Committee members for 2020
* Election of Offi  ce Bearers & General Committee Members for 2020
* Appointment of Reviewers of Financial Statements
* Conferral of Honorary Memberships
* Award of Club Spoons
* General Business

Proxy forms are available in the Clubrooms.
Refreshments will be provided.
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President’s Column

As we all know the past two months have been 
devastating for so many communities all around 
Australia. Bushfi res. Floods. Record heatwaves. The 
rain in February has brought at last the much needed 
relief to the aff ected communities.

As we are entering autumn and looking forward to 
walking in cooler condition and enjoying our autumn 
program, I am refl ecting on how we can support those 
communities aff ected by the extreme weather events 
in the past months.

Over more than 10 years ago we experienced the 
devastating Black Saturday bushfi res here in Victoria. I 
had not walked in the parks prior to the Black Saturday 
bushfi res. However once bushwalking tracks were re-
opened, I welcomed the opportunity with our club to 
walk in the areas aff ected by the bushfi res and most 
of all having leaders encouraging to support the local 
communities by stopping for afternoon tea. 

I would like to encourage you, as you might start to 
plan your long weekend getaways for autumn, to visit 

specifi cally those aff ected communities and regions 
so they can thrive again. As well as supporting these 
communities, non-aff ected regions are still feeling the 
pinch.  This is about getting more visitors to help keep 
local businesses alive and protect local jobs right across 
the country and especially in those areas so directly 
devastated such as Kangaroo Island and the Adelaide 
Hills, the Blue Mountains and right along the NSW 
Coast and East Gippsland  here in Victoria. By visiting 
communities, spending our time and supporting local 
business we can truly support those communities. 

As always, if there’s something you would like to chat 
about, feel free to contact me or  any of our committee 
members. 

I hope that you are able to enjoy some rewarding hikes 
in the coming weeks.

I am looking forward to seeing many of you at the 
March AGM 2020.

Susanne Etti

“I would like to encourage you, as 
you might start to plan your long 
weekend getaways for autumn, 
to visit specifi cally those aff ected 
communities and regions so they 
can thrive again.”
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we are turning

To celebrate our club’s 80th anniversary, special walks are planned for Thursday 
2nd April and Sunday 3rd May. Refer website for details.

*Photos used in collage above are from our online photo gallery archive. Refer photo gallery for photo credit.
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president’s Report to 2020 agm

This year Melbourne Bushwalkers is celebrating its 80th anniversary. I hope to see many of you during our 
celebration in May to remember the old days, connect with fellow Melbourne bushwalkers and to celebrate this 
important year. My purpose here is not to look backwards but to look forward what we do to sustain our club for 
current and future members.

We are in an important decade with less than 4000 days to complete this Decade of Action. 2019 was the hottest 
year on record, concluding the hottest decade on record. And the trend is set to continue. We are all impacted 
by climate change: heatwaves, wildfi res, storms, droughts, poor air quality, fl oods and rising sea levels. As a club 
we have cancelled trips due to extreme heat and bushfi re risk and had to re-route trips and evacuate hiking 
groups.  2020 marks the beginning of the “Decade of Action on Climate Change”. I am passionate that in addition 
to government and business also our club and us individuals can be and must be part of the solution. In this 
decade of opportunity, we - members of the Melbourne Bushwalking Club - need to play a role with an even 
bigger focus on our environment. This means looking at our impact through our transport for our trips and events 
and getting involved in tree planting and clean up events. Our assets are managed responsibly by the committee 
with approval from the members at each year’s Annual General Meeting. Considering the climate emergency we 
are facing, this is also an opportunity to consider supporting assets and projects consistent with delivering a low 
carbon economy. 

Sustaining our club going forward, the focus is not only on the environment, but it is also about our people - 
members & leaders. A continuous focus for the committee has been to create a diverse and interesting hiking 
program for our current and potential members. The quarterly program would have not been possible without 
an incredibly dedicated group of volunteers. We have only a small pool of leaders we rely on to fi ll the quarterly 
Sunday walk program. It also puts time constraints on existing leaders as they often lead 4–6 walks or even more 
each year. As a member of our club who enjoys a diverse walking program, can I ask you to lead one walk or get 
in touch to register for the next leader training. If you prefer to contribute to the club in another capacity please 
get in touch. With the busy lives we lead, just the thought of volunteering might seem overwhelming, but it could 
be very benefi cial. It’s easy to think about the positive impact that volunteers have on others, but we don’t often 
consider how rewarding it can be for a volunteer to reach out and make a diff erence in a community.

Susanne Etti 

General Walks Secretary Report 2019

Attendances for our various non-Sunday activities during last year, ranged from lower, to equal, to higher than 
in 2018. Highlights included 2 Pack Carries in Tasmania (at Frenchman’s Cap and the Overland Track), 1 on Fraser 
Island, 1 on Vanuatu, 1 on the Larapinta Trail and 3 Beginners PCs in Victoria. Continuing the Club’s attraction to 
islands, there were Base Camps on Snake Island, Great Barrier Island (NZ) and Flinders Island. Popular BCs were 
held at Rawson and Tidal River, as well as 2 more at Camp Eureka. The Federation weekend was attended by a 
strong 31 MBW members.

MOFs’ attendances in 2019 were similar to the previous year. Their most popular walk was Laurimar to Yan 
Yean, with 17 hikers. TOFs’ average numbers declined by nearly 22%. The Jumping Creek trip had 14 walkers. The 
Saturday/Dandenongs Explorer group’s numbers were almost the same as in 2018. Their Ferny Creek/Tremont 
hike was the most popular, with 15 people. The Wednesday group showed a pleasing increase of 20% in their 
attendances. The Merri Creek, Yarra River, Darebin Creek circuit attracted 18 hikers. Social Walk numbers were 
very similar to 2018, although there were 2 cancelled trips. Their Williamstown excursion had 9 attendees.

The number of Conservation activities decreased by 4, in 2019, and there were 10 less Leader Training sessions, 

Stuart Hanham (General Walks Secretary)    
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due partly to having training units combined into a full day, rather than being taught separately. Two events 
were also cancelled. Average attendances were similar to the previous year, and the full training day attracted 10 
people. Navigation Training results were also similar to 2018 and the GPS Base Camp had 9 attendees. Track 
Maintenance had 6 less events on the program, including 2 cancellations, but attendances weren’t reported. 
Skiing numbers were slightly lower last year.

Base Camps showed an 8.5% increase in attendances. The number of BCs was the same as previously, despite 
2 cancellations. Tidal River was the most popular trip, with 23 walkers, while a second Prom event had 13. The 2 
Camp Eurekas attracted a combined total of 26 people. As for the previous year, 1 Lodge trip was held, but 50% 
more people attended in 2019.
Pack Carry attendances were only slightly less than previously, and there were 3 less cancelled trips. The Mt. 
Buff alo Big Walk and the Hattah-Kullkyne hikes had the highest results, with 15 people each, while the Vanuatu, 
Mt. Kooyoora and Brisbane Ranges adventures were right behind, with 14 attendees. 
The average number of Cyclists showed a slight decrease and 2 rides were cancelled. The Mt. Ridley and Koonung 
Creek trips both had 6 people. After restarting in 2018, Canoeing did not continue last year. 

In conclusion, the average attendance fi gure across all of our non-Sunday activities in 2019, was very similar to 
the previous year and there were 3 less cancellations. However, the total number of activities on the program was 
noticeably lower, due mainly to fewer Conservation, Track Maintenance and Training events. Many thanks must 
go to all of the Club’s Activity Coordinators, leaders and Emergency Contact people for their continuing eff orts 
throughout last year.

membership Secretary Report 2019
Halina Sarbinowski  (Membership Secretary)    

As the membership year for 2018/19 rolled over at the end of June 2019 the club had a record membership high 
of 551 members. This was an increase of 19 over the same period in 2018. However, after several years of record 
high increases in membership we had a jump in resignations and non-renewals with, as at the 31st December 
2019, 81 members either resigning or not renewing membership. This is far higher than the average number 
which has been around 53 since 2013. Nevertheless, at the 31st December the club’s membership was a healthy 
515, compared to 524 at the same time in 2018.

Although the average age of temporary members is below the club’s membership age, the average age of both 
male and female members has increased slightly from 2018.  This can be partly explained by long-term members 
aging by another year and also by some of the members who have decided not to return to the club being in the 
younger age group.  This is not surprising as one of the reasons why some members did not renew membership 
was because they were starting families.  Other reasons included other interests or commitments, health concerns 
and relocation.

Surprisingly, the introduction of the club to temporary members was evenly distributed between the website, 
Meetup and friends for 2019. Conversion rate for temporary members has dropped slightly from 31.4% to 29.5%.  
However, as a regular Sunday walker it always gives me great pleasure to view the enthusiasm when a walker 
qualifi es for membership and submits his/her form. 
 
Sadly, in 2019, we lost a Life Member with the passing of Peter Havlicek.  Peter served on committee for seventeen 
years and held the position of Membership Secretary for sixteen of those years. All those who knew Peter fondly 
remember his wicked sense of humour and his love of puns, his cats and bridge. Although, not an active walker 
for some time, Peter would often attend the New Year Day barbeques. He will be sadly missed.
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equipment Report 2019
John Fritze (Equipment Offi  cer)    

The club provides equipment for use by members and visitors at nominal hire rates and for use by leaders and 
the club generally at no charge. Items are selected to improve club facilities, contribute to safety, encourage 
beginners and assist members in the acquisition of appropriate gear. All purchases are justifi ed on a cost benefi t 
basis with income producing items meeting the additional requirement of being self-funding.

This year we hired out 10 tents, 5 sleeping bags, 5 mats, 6 packs, 3 GPS’s, 4 PLB’s and 1 dehydrator. This was down 
on last year’s result but we still managed to break even. During the year, one tent was reported to be leaking 
and will be replaced and another suff ered a zip failure and will be repaired. Also two silk sleeping bag liners 
went missing along with a large stuff  bag.  Could the guilty parties please ensure they are returned ASAP. Those 
borrowing sleeping bags are reminded that the silk liner is to be hand washed before return and placed in the 
large stuff  sack along with the unpacked sleeping bag and small stuff  sack. Needless to say all equipment needs 
to be completely dry before return.

Social Secretary Report 2019
Jane McRae (Social Secretary)    

Social Nights are held on the fourth Wednesday of the month and continue to be popular, with an average of 45 
members and visitors attending each event. The aim is to have a diverse range of topics presented by members 
and external invitees that educate and inspire. In addition, providing members and visitors the opportunity to 
meet and catch up in a social setting.

2019 programme was as follows:

February - Phil’s Burke & Wills Trek, Phil & Susan McDonald
March - AGM - Election of committee members
April - Kimberley by 4WD & Foot, Helen & Ian Geddes
May - Across England on the Coast to Coast, Angela Vetsicas & Fang Fang
June – A Week Hiking on Lord Howe Island, Jenny Andrewes & Friends
July – Walking in South Australia, John & Monica Chapman
August – Nature Photography & Waterfalls, Travis Easton
September - K’gari (Fraser Island) Great Walk, Meredith Quick
October – Vanuatu South Sea Adventure, Susan Maughan
November - Walking the Slovenian Hills, Neil Churches
December - Christmas Party 

Thank you to those who have assisted me over the past year to help make the evenings successful.

The 2020 program is almost complete. However, I extend an invitation to all members – if you or anyone you 
know would like to share your / their walking (or related) experiences – no matter how low key or epic, domestic 
or international at one of the Social Events - please contact me in person or via social@mbw.org.au.
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training Report 2019
Angela Vetsicas (Training Offi  cer)    

Melbourne Bushwalkers has provided unique 
opportunities to support its leaders by providing 
training developed by Bushwalking Victoria. MBW 
training schedule in 2019 has continued to provide 
leader training for potential leaders. The module 
one adapted from Bushwalking Victoria’s has been 
modifi ed to refl ect Melbourne Bushwalkers needs 
and resources. The full day Saturday sessions have 
successfully and has had approximately 23 participants 
completing the 5 units from Module 1. The full day 
sessions seemed to attract more interest compared 
to evening sessions off ered on Wed. nights. Mick 
Noonan gratefully delivered the Critical Incident unit 
on a Wednesday night and had 6 attend the session. 
GPS training off ered by Ian Mair was also very popular. 
John Fritze also off ers the equipment sessions training 
walkers for lightweight packs.

Navigation training in Werribee Gorge was organised 
by Roger Wyatt whose expert knowledge is invaluable 
in giving participants an opportunity to complete unit 
6 in a practical setting. First Aid Training coordinated 
by Nigel Holmes usually in November has also 
equipped 18 members with valuable skills which result 
in a recognised fi rst Aid certifi cate. Many have been 
fortunate in having this subsidising by the club as 
recognition for leading walks. We thank Nigel who has 
handed over his role to David, for all his eff orts and 
follow ups to organise this training.

MBW is pleased to be adding to the database of current 
leaders willing to step up and confi dently take on the 
role of leading of MBW. The Bushwalking material is 
currently being reviewed and Ian Mair has volunteered 
to be part of the review, positioning us to be able to 
refl ect the changes within our own delivery.  Ian Mair 
has consistently presented the core units and I thank 
him for his eff orts.

The variety of training being off ered by Melbourne 
Bushies is extensive, Beginners’ Packcarries, Navigation, 
First Aid, Full Day leader Theories, Critical Incidents. All 
these provide opportunities by our club to increase 
confi dence and build our understanding of how to 
walk with others and be part of Melbourne Bushwalker 
who want to make our walks SAFE, SUCCESSFUL AND 
SATISFYING! We also have had some interest from 
non-members keen to undertake the leader training 
we provide. All of the above will be off ered again 
throughout 2020.

library Report 2019
Cecily Hunter (Librarian)    

After a long hiatus following the move to the new club 
rooms last January, the library is now organised for the 
use of members and will be available when the work 
on the Club’s storage area is completed shortly.

The books are kept in a set of bookshelves in the Club’s 
storage area and will be available during the usual 
Wednesday Club nights. The shelving system, which is 
simple, is outlined in a notice attached to the door. 

The procedure for borrowing remains as it was; 
borrowers enter name, title and date borrowed in an 

exercise book that sits in a basket on one of the shelves. 
When books are returned, the date is entered. This 
book is checked periodically for books that have been 
borrowed for some time and the borrower contacted.

Because there must be many new members who will 
not be aware of the existence of the library, a note will 
be placed in the Club News in the near future to bring 
it to the attention of members. 



Page 10 Issue 828 – March 2020

Along The Track

mt kooyoora pack carry
Trip Leader: Mark Simpson, Trip Report: Mark Simpson, Photos: Mark Simpson

Mt Kooyoora State park is just 40 minutes from 
Bendigo. As a guide, follow Jopie’s excellent notes from 
2014.

This is a rock climbing and boulder hopping paradise, 
fringed by woodland, with the Melville caves area worth 
a whole day in itself to explore.

Saturday, from Melville caves campground, it was a 
short drive to Bald Hills, a series of large volcanic hills 
surrounded by open forest but folically challenged up 
top.

After a leisurely circuit of the hills, with views towards 
the Grampians, we went back to the Melville Caves 
picnic area for lunch and some exploration of the huge 
granite outcrops and overhangs.

Then after stocking up with water for that afternoon 
and the next day a short but extremely hot hike took 
us up to the summit of Mt Kooyoora and our camp, to 
enjoy the sunset colouring the huge granite outcrops 
with hues of gold and orange.

That evening over dinner we all agreed it would have 
been wise to have taken more water. Hiking in hot 

weather is very draining and not only more water is 
required but some salty snacks or electrolytes and 
plenty of rest stops.

Sunday we returned via the magnifi cent ridgeline 
circuit replete with gigantic abstract boulders tumbled 
amongst gnarled bonsai styled trees.
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 TOF - CLUB 80TH ANNIVERSARY SPECIAL: 
UPPER FURNTREE GULLY - MT MORTON
DATE Thursday 2 April 
STANDARDS Easy/Medium
DISTANCES 12 km
LEADERS Doug Pocock and Jan Llewelyn
TRANSPORT Private
START TIME Refer notes below at 9:45am
TRANSPORT COST See arrangements below
MAP REFERENCE Melway maps 74, 75, 84
FIRE BAN DISTRICT Central
TEMPERATURE REFERENCE SITE Mt Dandenong

This historical walk will start with a car shuttle from Birdsland 
reserve, taking participants to Kings Park, Upper Ferntree 
Gully to start the walk. We will go via UFTG station to meet any 
train travellers. The walk will then follow the walking/cycling 
track alongside the railway line to Tecoma where we will pick 
up McNicol Rd. and follow this to the fi rst car park in Birdsland 
reserve for morning tea. (Toilets here) Leaving Birdsland via 
a steepish track we head back to the quiet Mt Morton road 
and follow it to the fabled Mount. Lunch here (no toilets) and 
then we go via a back track to Birdsland Lookout where we 
can admire extensive views to Melbourne and beyond. From 
here we will drop down to the Environmental Centre to join 
others for the celebration, cake, cuppa and chats.

Car Travellers: Meet at the top car park (beyond the barbecue 
car park) at 9.45 am so that we can organize the car shuttle to 
leave at 10 am. Melway 84 A2

Train Travellers: Catch the Belgrave train which leaves 
Flinders St at 9.26 arriving at UFTG at 10.17. Leave the station 
through the underpass and meet at the car park at the traffi  c 
lights (opposite the pub).

Non Walkers: Those who would like to join us but not do the 
walk are most welcome. Jan will be at the centre to welcome 
you. I suggest you arrive mid morning for morning tea and 
maybe a short walk before lunch. Those coming up at lunch 
time are welcome to use the barbecue which is available. 
Another short walk will probably be organized after lunch 
returning at about 2.15 to join the walking group for general 
celebration. Of course some people may wish to just chat and 
relive their walking experiences! Meet at the top car park, 
plenty of parking here.

Everybody please bring all crockery, cups and cutlery (inc. 
teaspoons), and chairs. There are some chairs there so 
walkers will not need to carry theirs. We will provide coff ee, 
tea milk and sugar, there is an urn there for our use. For those 
who do not like instant coff ee bring your own dripolater and 
grounds. There is no rubbish disposal facilities so please take 
everything home with you.

At the end of the frivolity we will organize transport back to 
Kings Park. Any absolute purists may walk back to Tecoma 
and catch the train home just like the original walkers!

Email Doug or Jan to book.

To view all available previews and any notifi cations of changes to walks,
please log on to the walks program and previews pages on the MBW website:
http://www.mbw.org.au/mbw_activities/MBW_activities_program.php 

CUT OFF TIME FOR SUNDAY BUS ONLINE BOOKINGS:
4:00 PM THURSDAY PRIOR TO THE WALK
Bookings notifi ed to busbookings@mbw.org.au after cut-off  time will not be processed and a credit will be issued.
Payment to the leader of the full bus fee and late fee of $5.00 will have to be made on the day if your booking has 
not been confi rmed prior to the walk.

The current departure point for Sunday walks noted on 
the walks program and in previews is at the bus stop 
on the northern corner of A’ Beckett Street and William 
Street opposite the Royal Historial Society building.

DEPARTURE POINT FOR SUNDAY WALKS

Dudley Street
Peel Street

Flagsta  
Gardens 

W
illiam

 Street

A’Beckett Street
Departure
Point 

La Trobe Street

King Street

Q
ueen Street

Flagsta   Station is open on weekends

Sunday car parking around Flagsta   Gardens:
Dudley St & King St - all day on both sides.
La Trobe St - all day on north side,
William St - 2 hour limit (OK for carpools)
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Refer website for details.

The meeting place for ride is McKenzie Reserve, Anzac Ave, 
Yarra Glen (Melway 274 K1) at 10:30 AM. 

The ride follows Steels Creek Rd into Kinglake National 
Park, climbing the lower slopes of Mt Slide. Then descends 
to Gordons Bridge on the Yea River. We climb again up to 
the Toolangi Rd, before descending to Dixons Creek through 
Pauls Range State Park. Then returning to Yarra Glen via 
Steels Creek.

Most of the ride is on very quiet country roads. 60% of which 
are gravel. Also most of ride is in bushland, with spectacular 

views at higher elevations. While there is signifi cant climbing, 
all gradients are easy. 

Please bring your lunch & plenty of water.

If you wish to discuss ride contact Ross.

PS: Bushland has not been aff ected by this season’s 
bushfi res, but in the event these areas being aff ected, I will 
run a diff erent ride.

DATE 3 -5 April
STANDARD Medium
LEADER Gina Hopkins

TRANSPORT Private
FIRE BAN DISTRICT North East
TEMPERATURE REFERENCE SITE Mt Buller

 PACK CARRY: EAGLES PEAKS - HOWQUA RIVER - EIGHT MILE SPUR

 CYC - YARRA GLEN - STEELS CREEK

DATE Saturday 4 April
STANDARD Medium
DISTANCE 50 km
LEADER Ross Berner
TRANSPORT Car
RETURN TIME 4 pm (Yarra Glen)

ACTIVITY AREA Kinglake N P, Gordons Bridge, Pauls 
Range State Park

MAP REFERENCE Melway maps 274, 267, Vic Roads Map 
429

FIRE BAN DISTRICT Central
TEMPERATURE REFERENCE SITE Yarra Glen

 SUNDAY BUS - KILCUNDA TO CAPE PATTERSON
DATE Sunday 5 April
START TIME See notes below at 10:30am
LEADER Jenny Andrewes & Denise Chapman

TRANSPORT Bus
FIRE BAN DISTRICT Central
TEMPERATURE REFERENCE SITE Wonthaggi

Refer website for details.

 WEDNESDAY WALK - WOMBAT STATE FOREST, NOLAN CREEK
DATE Wednesday 8 April
STANDARD Easy/ Medium
DISTANCE 11.5 km
TOTAL ASCENT 300 m rise
LEADER Ian Mair
TRANSPORT Private
START TIME Depart from location below at 10 am

RETURN TIME Return to Start Location by 3 pm
TRANSPORT COST See arrangement below
ACTIVITY AREA Wombat State Forest and Nolan Creek 

Track
MAP REF Womnat State Forest 4WD 1:50,000
FIRE BAN DISTRICT Central
TEMPERATURE REFERENCE SITE Ballarat

Our walk will start and fi nish at the picturesque Nolan Creek 
Picnic Ground on Lerderderg Road in the shadow of Mount 
Wilson (863m). From the picnic ground the route heads south 
along the Nolan Creek Track and follows a mixture of 4WD, 
management tracks and walking tracks as we pass through 
native regrowth forests following the cessation of logging in 
2009.

The walk is predominantly on obvious tracks. Whilst the 
cumulative ascent over the walk is only 300m the area is 
typical of the upper Lerderderg area and some of the hills are 
relatively sharp. We will do most of the climbing on our way 

to the Balt Camp for lunch as we steadily rise to our highest 
point, and it is predominantly downhill after lunch. There is 
no water available along the way and 2 litres is recommended 
if the weather looks warm.

Along the way we will intersect several times with the 
Lerderderg Track section, running from Daylesford to 
Blackwood as part of the Great Dividing Trail through to 
Bacchus Marsh. The Balt Camp historic site derives its name 
from the ruins of a refugee work camp for “displaced persons” 
after WW2, including a number from the Baltic States.
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DATE 9 - 13 April
STANDARD Medium
DISTANCE 50 - 60 km total
TOAL ASCENT Fluctuating with some 300-500 m climbs
LEADER Mark Simpson

This Easter weekend walk takes in some stunning scenery in 
the Alpine National Park. 

The route starts from the Jamieson River valley up to Mt Clear 
and the Alpine walking track.We will follow along the alpine 
walking track from Mt Clear to King Billy and return via the 
Bluff  track, taking in spectacular alpine vistas from on top of 
the Bluff .

Thursday night camp Sheepyard Flats.
Friday: Mt Clear track to Alpine track.

Saturday: Side trip to Mt Clear.Alpine track to King Billy one 
and two
Sunday: Side trip to Mt Magdala and Hells Window. Bluff  Tk to 
Mt Lovick and Bluff  Hut for camp.
Monday: Bluff  track Mt Eadley Stoney, The Blowhole, The 
Bluff  to Refrigerator Gap track and back to the cars.

If you would like to join me for this walk or require more 
information, please contact me by email.

The walk requires all participants to be experienced pack 
carry walkers with full alpine gear, fi st aid kit.

 PACK CARRY - MT CLEAR - KING BILLY - THE BLUFF CIRCUIT

DATE 9 - 12 April 
LEADER John Terrel
TRANSPORT Private

 TRACK MAINTENANCE - PHILLACK SADDLE-STRONACHS CAMP (AAWT)
MAP REFERENCE Vicmap Mercer and You Yangs 1:50,000
FIRE BAN DISTRICT West Gippsland
TEMPERATURE REFERENCE SITE Mt Buller

TRANSPORT Private
ACTIVITY AREA Howqua State Forest and Alpine NP
MAP REF Buller Howqua 1:50,000 1st Ed
FIRE BAN DISTRICT North East
TEMPERATURE REFERENCE SITE Mt Buller

Refer website for details.

PACK CARRY - WILSONS PROM SOUTHERN CIRCUIT
DATE 10 - 13 April 
STANDARD Easy / Medium
DISTANCE 60 km over 4 days
TOTAL ASCENT 2015 m over 4 days
LEADER Ian Mair 
TRANSPORT Private
START TIME See notes below at 10:30 am

The classic 60km Southern Circuit walk over 4 days is a gem 
of the Wilsons Promontory National Park. A booking has 
been made for 12 people on this very popular circuit. The 
proposed walk plan is:

* Day one: Drive to Tidal River on the Friday morning and 
meet at the Park Offi  ce at 10.30am. We then start our walk 
at Telegraph Saddle, with lunch at Windy Saddle before 
continuing on to Sealers Cove for our fi rst night camp.

* Day two: Walk to Refuge Cove for lunch and then on to 
camp is at Little Waterloo Bay.
* Day three: Continue to Waterloo Bay and then a side trip to 
the Lighthouse before heading on to camp is at Roaring Meg.
* Day four: For those interested we will do a side trip to South 
Point, then to Oberon Bay for lunch. Back to Tidal River for 
late afternoon tea.

Costs: Petrol money estimated at $45, hiking permit $21.

RETURN TIME Return to start location by 3:30 pm
TRANSPORT COST See arrangement below
ACTIVITY AREA Wilsons Promontory
MAP REFERENCE VicMap Wilsons Promontory
FIRE BAN DISTRICT West Gippsland 
TEMPERATURE REFERENCE SITE Wonthaggi

 SUNDAY CARPOOL - FOREST CREEK DIGGINS (CHEWTON)
DATE Sunday 12 April 
STANDARD Easy / Medium
LEADER Brett Daniel
TRANSPORT Carpool

START TIME A’Beckett and William Sts at 8:45 am
FIRE BAN DISTRICT North Central
TEMPERATURE REFERENCE SITE Bendigo

Refer website for details.
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 BASE CAMP - PORTLAND - CAPE BRIDGEWATER
DATE 19 - 24 April 
RETURN TIME Early evening
STANDARD Easy
DISTANCE 58.4 km over 4 days
ELEVATION Some short ascents
LEADER Halina Sarbinowski

TRANSPORT Private
ACTIVITY AREA Cape Bridgewater
MAP REF Great South West Walk
FIRE BAN DISTRICT South West
TEMPERATURE REFERENCE SITE Hamilton
TRANSPORT COST $75.00

For those who expressed interest in this base camp, four 
cabins have been booked at the NRMA Portland Holiday 
Park. Each cabin is self-contained, however, being located in 
Portland we will have the opportunity to enjoy a few nights 
out for dinner.
 
The planned walks will follow the Three Capes section of the 
Great South West Walk.
19th April – Travel day to Portland
20th April – Mount Richmond-Bridgewater Lakes (14.4km)
21st April – Bridgewater Lakes-Cape Bridgewater (16.4km)

22nd April – Shelley Beach-Cape Nelson (14.1km)
23rd April – Cape Nelson-Point Danger (13.5km)
24th April – Homeward travel with visit to Griffi  ths Island 
(Port Fairy)

During the walks we will have the opportunity to visit The 
Blowholes, The Springs, The Enchanted and Petrifi ed Forests 
and the highest cliff s on the southern coastline of Australia.  
Wildlife sightings are assured with Mt Richmond renowned 
for its koalas and the largest Australian mainland colony of 
seals viewed from platforms at Cape Bridgewater.

 SUNDAY BUS - ANGAHOOK WALK
DATE Saturday 19 April 
STANDARD Easy / Medium & Medium
LEADER Richard Long & Richard Hanson
TRANSPORT Bus

START TIME A’Beckett and William Sts at 8:45 am
RETURN TIME A’Beckett and William Sts by 6:30 pm
FIRE BAN DISTRICT Central
TEMPERATURE REFERENCE SITE Geelong

Refer website for details.

DATE Monday 20 April 
STANDARD Easy 
DISTANCE 11 km
TOTAL ASCENT 80m rise
LEADER Graham Hodgson
TRANSPORT Private
START TIME See notes below at 10:30 am

This walk includes historical interest and natural beauty. The 
walk will start at Kurth Kiln,a facility set up during the 1940s 
to produce gas from charcoal. A few buildings still exist and 
we will have time to explore them.

The walk will be entirely on tracks through fern gullies,towering 
eucalypt forest with banksias and a dense cops of hazel 
pomaderris in the darker fern section of Tomahawk Ck.

Hopefully we should hear some lyrebirds.

We will meet at 10.30am at the Kirth Kiln picnic ground 
which is located on Beenak Road approximately 4.7km north 
from its intersection with Gembrook-Launching Place Road. 
Melway 299 B5

For bookings and further information contact Graham.

 MOF - KURTH KILN - BUNYIP STATE FOREST - TOMAHAWK CK
RETURN TIME Return to start location by 3 pm
TRANSPORT COST See arrangements below.
ACTIVITY AREA Gembrook
MAP REF Gembrook South 1:2,500
FIRE BAN DISTRICT Central
TEMPERATURE REFERENCE SITE Mt Danenong

DATE Thursday 23 April 
STANDARD Easy
DISTANCE 5 km
TOTAL ASCENT Predominately Flat 
LEADER Bernadette O’Connell
TRANSPORT Private

 SOCIAL WALK - BEACON COVE, WHITE RESERVE (TRAM BASED)
START TIME See notes below at 10:30 am
ACTIVITY AREA Port Melbourne
MAP REF Melway 56 - 57
FIRE BAN DISTRICT Central
TEMPERATURE REFERENCE SITE Melbourne

Meet at Station Pier at the 109 tram terminal at 10.30 am. 
We will walk along Beacon Cove along the foreshore to White 
Reserve and to the Sandridge Lookout on Webb Dock East. 
We have walked this route before development, during 
development and now after development. 

The walk is mainly along level paths. Enjoy the sea and the 
views of Melbourne.

We will have lunch in a café in the area.
Book with leader.
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DATE Saturday 25 April 
STANDARD Easy / Medium
DISTANCE 14 km
TOTAL ASCENT Some hills
LEADER Liz Gwynn 
TRANSPORT Private

A reasonable level of fi tness is required for this walk.

We will meet at Ferny Creek Reserve in Clarkmont Road at 
9:45am to commence walking at 10:00am.  

The fi rst part of the walk takes in the Tan & Loop Tracks 
surrounding Ferny Creek and then we move onto One Tree 
Hill Road which takes us to the picnic ground for morning tea.
We then descend the fairly steep Lyrebird Track to the heart 
of the busy Dandenong Ranges National Park for lunch.

After lunch the medium part of the walk takes hold when we 
ascend the Belview Tce Track which is a slow steady incline, 
leading us back to One Tree Hill picnic ground and then onto 
Mount Erin Road fi nishing with the Alpine Track back to Ferny 
Creek Reserve.

Coff ee at the end of the walk most likely in Sassafras.
Please ring Liz by Thursday evening if you are coming on the 
walk.

 DAY - FERNY CREEK / TREMONT
DEPART TIME See notes below at 9:45am
RETURN TIME 3:30 pm Ferny Creek
ACTIVITY AREA Dandenong Ranges National park
MAP REF Melway Map 75D1
FIRE BAN DISTRICT Central
TEMPERATURE REFERENCE SITE Melbourne

DATE Sunday 26 April 
STANDARD Medium / Hard 
LEADER Angela Vetsicas

 SUNDAY CARPOOL - CATHEDRAL RANGE SOUTH LOOP
TRANSPORT Private
FIRE BAN DISTRICT Central
TEMPERATURE REFERENCE SITE Yarra Glen

  WINE AND CHEESE - TOP VICTORIAN WALKS

DATE Wednesday 29 April
VENUE Clubroom
ORGANISER Melanie Ball
START TIME 7:45 pm

Travel writer and photographer Melanie Ball holds the 
unoffi  cial record for slow walking: 5 hours for a fl atish 8km 
Victorian goldfi elds walk. Join her as she talks about her 
passion for focusing on not just hiking from A to B but also on 

the treasures underfoot and all around that frequently rob 
her of momentum!
Melanie will also describe her journey from science degree 
drop out to author of bushwalking guide books

FINIHS TIME 9:00 pm
MAP REFERENCE 717 Flinders Street, (Melway Reference: 

2E, 8J)

Refer website for details.

DATE Wednesday 29 April
STANDARD Easy / Medium
LEADER Mark Heath

 DAY - WILLY AND THE WESTGATE PUNT
TRANSPORT Private
FIRE BAN DISTRICT Central
TEMPERATURE REFERENCE SITE Melbourne

Refer website for details.
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EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

6-22 March 2021

Extended Gillespie Pass Circuit 
& Motatapu Track, NZ

Group size: 6

Gillespie pass circuit is a spectacular walk in the heart of Mt Aspiring National 
Park in South Island NZ. This extended version includes Crucible Lake side trip 
as well as north branch Wilkin Valley day trip and makes it a 7- day walk. The 
four-day Motatapu track follows much of an historic route that linked Wanaka 
and Arrowtown areas. 
There are options to do day trips on our resting days, including Ben Lomond 
Track in Queenstown and Blue Pools track in Makarora.

Please refer DOC’s website for both walks’ details.

Estimated cost breakdown below:
• huts & transport to /from walks: Approx. $650
• additional accommodation: 4 nights in Queenstown, 2 nights in Wanaka 

and 1 night in Makarora
• return fl ights from Melbourne to Queenstown 

Good fi tness (not necessarily fast walking pace) and pack carry experience are 
required. 

This is not a “fi rst in wins” selection. Preference will go to members and those 
who are active contributors to the club’s walks program.

If interested, please contact Wen Qi by 24th April for a detailed itinerary. photo © Aidan Howes

USING your SMARTPHONE for NAVIGATION 
Time:  Saturday 2nd May, 9am - 3pm
Presenter: Andrew Robinson
Location:  Westfold Park (Outdoor Activity Hub Conference Room) 
        Fitzsimmons Lane, Templestowe (Melways 33 G1)
Cost:  $5.00

Want to learn how to use your smartphone for navigation, anywhere, anytime? 

In this workshop, we will look at how GPS satellite navigation and electronic maps work – the theory, practicalities, 
advantages and limitations. 

We will discuss a variety of smartphone mapping/navigation apps, including Avenza, maps.me and Terra Map.
The afternoon will be spent practicing navigation with the apps in Westerfolds Park.
• What to bring: $5:00, BYO lunch, smartphone, ruler, pencil, pens, hat, wet weather gear.
Morning tea will be provided.
• Detailed course notes, activity sheets and map will be supplied.

IMPORTANT: After registration, participants will be sent detailed instructions on phone setup.  Preparation and pre-reading 
must be completed before the workshop. Participants must already be familiar with basic map/compass navigation and be 
conversant with their own electronic device e,g. be able to update software and install new apps.
Participants are asked to provide the make and model of their smartphone at registration. There is a maximum of 16 on the 
course.

Registration closes on 20th APRIL 2020.

Contact MBW training offi  cer Angela Vetsicas if interested.

WORKSHOP
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14 -18 September 2020
base camp: little desert national park
Refer website or News issue 827 for details. Contact Raf to book.

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

17 - 19 July 2020

CHRISTMAS IN JULY:
BLAIRGOWRIE LODGE WEEKEND 
Expressions of interest are invited for a lodge based weekend in Blairgowrie, from Friday 17th to Sunday 19th July.  

Walk options around the Peninsula on the Saturday and Sunday. On the Saturday night we will celebrate “Christmas in July”.   

Cost for the lodge is $88 per person for the two nights, based on a maximum of 20 people and two people per room. Double 
bed and twin bed options. Separate bathrooms for Men and Women. Doonas and pillows provided but you will need your 
own sleeping sheet, pillow slips and towels. Participants to provide a contribution for the Christmas dinner. BYO wine. $5 
Kris Kringle. $50 deposit at time of booking. 

For further information and bookings contact Margaret Curry.

7 - 15 August 2020

Cross-country skiing: 
ROVER CHALET, BOGONG HIGH PLAINS
Once again we have been off ered the use of the Rover Chalet for a week’s X-C skiing. The chalet is an 11 km ski in from Falls 
Creek so is well away from the crowds. The chalet is well fi tted out with a commercial grade kitchen, mattresses for sleeping 
on in the loft, internal toilets and hot showers. There is a washing machine and a drying room. 240v power so you can charge 
your phones even if reception is restricted.

We run the week with a voluntary roster covering all the chores that need to be done, cooking, cleaning, wood chopping, 
bread baking etc. We try to organize full day trips every day taking lunch with us, usually at least two standards, an easier 
and a harder. If the weather is lousy we often play around on sheltered slopes near the chalet, perfecting (in my case trying) 
telemark turns.

The week includes Tawonga hall to sleep in on Friday night and a bus up and down to Falls Creek. To ski in we have to carry 
our fresh meat and vegetables, all the other food is stored in the large pantry in the chalet.

To go in you need to have had experience on skis and to be able to carry a pack. The pack can be kept fairly light as you don’t 
need many clothes because you can wash and dry them up there.

If you are interested talk to Doug Pocock or Merilyn Whimpey.

16 - 29 July 2020
Vanuatu Jungle Adventure
Refer website or News issue 827 for details. Contact Jill Allen to book.
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Thur 2 TOF: 80th Celebration: Upper Ferntree Gully-
Mt Morton

Pvt E/M CN:md Doug Pocock & Jan Llewelyn

3 - 5 PC : Eagles Peaks-Howqua River-Eight Mile 
Spur

Pvt Med NE:mb Gina Hopkins

Sat 4 CYC: Yarra Glen - Steels Creek Pvt Med CN:yg Ross Berner

Sun 5 DAY: Kilcunda to Cape Patterson Bus E&E/M CN:wn Jenny Andrewes & Denise 
Chapman

Wed 8 DAY: Wombat State Forest, Nolan Creek Pvt E/M CN:ba Ian Mair

9-13 PC : Mt Clear - King Billy - The Bluff  Circuit Pvt Med NE:mb Mark Simpson

9-12 MNT: Phillack Saddle-Stronachs Camp (AAWT) 
track maintenance

Pvt Var WG:mb John Terrell (contact)

10-13 PC : Wilsons Prom Southern Circuit Pvt E/M WG:wn Ian Mair

Sun 12 DAY: Forest Creek Diggings (Chewton) Car E/M NC:be Brett Daniel

19-24 BC: Portland - Cape Bridgewater Base Camp Pvt Easy SW:ha Halina Sarbinowski

Sun 19 DAY: Angahook Walk Bus E/M&M CN:ge Richard Long & Richard 
Hanson

Mon 20 MOF: Kurth Kiln - Bunyip State Forest - 
Tomahawk Ck

Pvt Easy CN:md Graham Hodgson

Thu 23 SOC: Beacon Cove, White Reserve (Tram 
Based)

Pvt Easy CN:me Bernadette O’Connell

Sat 25 DAY: Fern Creek - Tremont Pvt E/M CN:me Liz Gwynn

Sun 26 DAY: Cathedral Range (South Loop) Car M/H CN:yg Angela Vetsicas

Wed 29 SOC: Top Victorian Walks Melanie Ball

Wed 29 DAY: Willy and the Westgate Punt Pvt E/M CN:me Mark Heath

Bus transport meets at cnr A’Beckett and William Streets, Melbourne, before 8:45 am. 
Leader or deputy will be there rain, hail or shine!

march 2020


