Cred 2B,

-

,Edi#ion 197 THE NEWS June-=July '65

) of the Melbourne Bushwalkers

Page 1 Price 3d.

Registered at G.P.0. Melbourne for transmission by post as a periodical

NEW MEMBERS
Ve are happy to welcome the following new members to the club:

HALL, Arthur - 260 Buckley Street, Essendon, 2p; 337 71627
PHILLIPS; Alan - 161 Balcombe Road, Mentone, (p) XF 3628

CHANGES TO THE ADDRESS LIST

HOUSTON, Marion - (b) 98 1746 (+ill 3.30 pm)
LEVIS, Robyn - 878 5886

CLUB ROOM DUTY

A member of the committee, with access to the various cupboards, will be on
duty in the clubroom each Friday evening from 8 pm. The roster for the next
month is as followss

25 June Harold Petersen 16 July John Siseman
2 July Bill Thompson - 23 July Helen Hitchell
9 July Athol Schafer

DATES TC REMEMBER
On 25th June we have our bi-monthly meeting in the clubroom at 8.30 pm.

The next meeting of Victorian National Parks Association is on Tuesday 22nd
June at 8 pm at the Herbarium. For details, see last issue of News.

MOUNT FBDATHERTOP SLID® NIGHT
There will be a slide night on 2nd July in the clubroom at 3.30 pm.

This time we would like something different from the usual, when it is either
locking at S.lides taken on trips during the last three months, or looking at
one person's slides of a particular area or trip.

On this evening we would like to show a rather restricted area, but to see as
rany person's slides ac possible. Vo would like to collect all the slides
of this spot; arrange and edit them; then present a complete picture of the
arca. For the subject what could be better than Mt. Foathertop, where the
club is running a trip at the end of July. In a way this will be a sort of
walk preview, but of course more than that. We hope that after the slide
show you will have a very good idea of what Feathertop is like, even if you
have never been there before.

For this we want everybody's pictures of Mt. Feathertop, the approaches to it,
anything you have showing the area, whether in summer or winter, whether it
was taken recently or twenty ycars ago (this might be tho most interesting).
Here is the opportunity, all you "old" bushwalkers, get out those fading slides,
show them to us, sece if you have anything of this magnificentmountain - in
rain or 'shine, under snow or wildflowers - we all want to sce them. Please
give the slidos (with your name written on every slide) to Annc or Charlic
Helling in the clubroom at lcast a week before the slide night, or if you
cannot make the trip to the City just for this (and you trust the P.M.G. with
your precious slides), plcasc send them to Mre. Anne Weiling, Q/- Australian
Institutc of Management, 31 Qucens Road, Melbourne, S.C. 2.

FCR SALE

Paddy Pallin 'Bushwalkor' pack -~ 4=-pockot A-frame - only used once.
Will take %6. ©Please contact Sue Errey - 88 4385.

FEDERATION WEEK-EIID

The Fcderation weck=end trip will be held on 10th-1llth July this ycar, prob-
ably at the Y.H.A. hostcl ot Warburton. An cvening of folk music is being
arranged for the Saturday night. This is an cxcellent opportunity to meet

with fellow bushwalkeors from the other clubs.
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DAY YWAIKS PROGRAMME
Trentham - Lyonville Spring - Babbington's Hill - Daylesford

Leader - Alan Bennett (p. 98 1057) Medium
Train leaves Spencer Street station at 9.30 am

Fare - Sunday excursion to Daylesford - 18/6 ($1.85)

Map - Daylesford Military Survey., 1" to 1 mile

From Trentham to Coliban River; thence an 0ld track to Lyonville
Mineral Springs wherc we will lunch. A compass course over Bab-
bington's Hill and down to the Bullarto Reservoir to follow the
pipe troclk to the State Forest road near Arnny's Hill, then to

Leitch's Creek Spring. From the spring 2long the road to Bullarto.
Lyrebird Walk - Sherbrooke Forest

Leader - Walks Sub-Committce Basy

Train leaves Flinders Street station at 9.C0 am

larc - Sunday excursicn to Belgrave - 5/1 (5lc.)

A walk through the I'orest from Belgrave along Coles Ridge Track
and into Sherbrooke Forest. The lyrebird walks have been

populor in previous years and many lyredbirds and other birds arc
secn.

Yarra Glen - Christmas Hills - Wattleglen

Train leaves Flinders Street station ot 9.15 am  Medium
Fare - 2nd single to Yarra Glen - 6/- (60c.?

Map - Yan Yecan Military Survey. 1" to 1 mile.

Macedon - Black lorest - Foodend

Leader - John Richards (p. 211 7969) Bosy
Train leaves Spencor Strect station at 9.CC am

Farc - Sunday oxcursion to ¥oodond - 17/- ($1.70)
Map = Lanceficld Military Survey,; 1" to 1 mile.

Murchison Falls - Tunnel Hill Arch - Diggor's Gully Falls

Loador - Fred Hells (p. 97 3724) T Mcdium
Van leaves Batman Aveonue at 8.55 anm
Farc - 14/- ($1.40) Distance -~ 11 miles

Leaving the van we will cprroach the top of the Murchison Falls
from the north-west. Since the first sighting of the waterfall
will occur in the morning from the high west bank, some good
photos may bs obtained. The Strath Creck falls a couple of
hundrecd feet into a black slate gorge 800 feet decp. There is
another view later from the cast side of the gorge.

The next point of intercest is the Tunncel Hill Arch where a2 tiny
crock runs through a natural arch of black slate, then on down
the sm21l rocky gorge of Tunncl Hill Crcck. After climbing out
of tho timbered gorge wo amble dovm the spur to the foot of
Tunnel Hill. Ye'll follow the "Houdine" Digger's Gully Crcock
- first you soc ity then you don't - disappearing and reappoaring
in the rocky crceck bed. We'll then climb out by way of the

‘Digger's Gully Falls onto thc timbored plateau finishing the walk

in the vicinity of Mullors Crcck.

Although crceks arc plontiful it would probably be botter to carry
a small water flask, as thc lunch spot may be on 2 dry ridge.

Map - Kinglako Military Survey, 1" to 1l mile.

OVERNIGHT VAIKS

Lyrcbird Halk

Leadcr - Walks Sub-Committco Basy

Train lcaves Flindors Strect station a2t 2.02 pmy bus from

Belgrave tec Kallistas; return from Belgrave on Sunday.

Farc - 4/- (40c.) single

A walk in Shorbrooke Forest to sec thc lyrcbirds. He will spend
the night at Kallista Hall, for which a small chargc will be made
to cover thc cost of hirc of the hall. This will give us a
chance to lcave at dawn to follow thc lyrcbirds through the forost.

Foernshaw - 0ld Black Spur Road - Monda Track - Mt. St. Lconard
Leader - Marion Houston (p. 52 13135 Mcdium
McKenzios Bus leoaves Whight's at 6.30 pm

Farc - 23/6 (52.35)

This casy walk follows the 01ld Melbournc Road up the Black Spur
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from Fernshaw to Dom Dom Saddle, thon along thc Monda Track to
Mt. St. Leonard and so to Healesvillec. The beautiful mountain

ash forest is a2 featurc of the walk, 2nd good vicws arc to bo
had from HMt. St. Leonard.

Hep = Juliet 1:50,C00 Military Survcey
BOOKING OFFICER ROSTELR
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18 June Marion Houston 9 July Robin Petorsen
25 June John Richards 16 July John Brownlie, Athol Schafcr
2 July Fred Halls 23 July Richard Hughos

NEWS FROM THT FEDERATIOE

A copy of the Secretary's Annua® Report is available for your perusal in the
clubroom. He speaks of the Federation being more and more acknowledged as
the authoritative body to make pronouncements regarding matters concsrning
walkers and walking, and of the occasions on which walking matters have feat-
ured in the news during the year. Government action affecting the national
parks at Mt. Buffalo and Wilson's Promontory is deplored. opeclial mention is
made of the preparation of a master plan for national parks in Victoria,
starting with a scientific survey. Other items in the report include the re-
pair of the Feathertop Hut, Search and Rescue Practice, Track Clearing, Fed-
eraticn walks, and the offer to affiliated clubs of thc Federation of a per-
sonal accident insurance policy which is strongly recommended.

WALK '65
Still a few copies for sale in the clubroom.
WAIK '66

One way to pass these long winter evenings is to write up your walking memoirs
out of which may grow that article for 'Walk'. That do we want? Look up
any back number and get the gencral idea. Paragraphs, track notes, photo-
graphs, etc. Stumped for ideas and background material? The Royal His-
torical Society of Victoria at 19 Qucen Strect; City has a large library of

Australiana and has facilities for rescarch. Contributions will be welcomed
in the next month or so.

NEWS OF MEMBERS

Woe are very sorry to hear of the accident of Michacl Griffin. Ve wish you a
specdy recovery, Michaecl; and hope to sco you out walkirg again before long.

Bill and Margaret Thompson recently visited Canborra to make an official pre-
sentation of a sugar spoor to Val ¥lder as a tokocn on her election to life
membership of the club. They report that Val and Petor arc well, happy and
very busy in their groat country mansion at Gundaroo. However, they managed
to go on the Canboerra Bushwalkers' Bastcr trip to tho Mt. Colong arca in the
Bluc Mountains. Anne and Peter van der Duys werc also on the walk, so the
reputation of thc MBW is now well cstablished in the Capital City Anne and
Peter are also enjoying thoir ncw habitat in Canberra.

CULTIVATICN CREEK - INITIATION R(CK - HOLLOW MOUNTAIN - CAVE CF FISHES -
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BILLIWING SHELTER - CAVE OF HANDS - KAPFA CAVE - BILLIWING GORGE
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25 miles lod by Fred Halls, 15-19 April, saster 1965

The first night's camp was on the sandy slopes above the V'annon Rivoer necar
Dunkeld -- not a bad camp sitc amon;; the bracken and wattles. Too few were
the hours of rest; but away we must if we arc to rcach Cultivation Crcek in
tinc for lunch. The sandy roads and trocks to the Billiwing country werc
much better then a fow yecars ago, but clecaring of the native bush prior to
planting of pines and the construction of new access roads to thc verious
blocks made navigation to Cultivation Creck turntable soumcwhat difficult.

We went around onc block about three times, then for som: there was the novel
sight of four half-grown striped omus racing full spced just ahecd of the van
for somc minutcs.

When the sandy tracks became too boggy we said farcwell to the van and sot
out on foot, headed for Cultivation Creck; somc littlo difficulty was cn-
countcred in finding thce turntable mainly due to the oxtonsive clecaring

opcerations. Walking nortihwards along the crcck's coursce brought us to tho
turntable flat in time for lunch. The scason beoing dry the creck had ceasecd

to flow, and consistcd of a string of sandy watcrholes contrining water of the
congistency and colour of wvery strong black tea, quitc a good brew whon boiled.
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Camp was pitchcd urdor wattles on the sholtored sandy flat, After lunch we
walkod to Initiation Rock (our oldest known, largest and possibly thc best of
Victorian rock sheltcrs), often known as Red Rocks thon to the Cave of the Emu
Track boforc clambering up ths ridge to Hollow Hauntain, the mountain with a
cavern blowm through the top. As usuzl 211 members of the party marvclloed
at the great forces of Nature so graphically dcomonstratcd horc.

Across tho volley to the south aprears anothor sandstonc peck with vertical
walls carved out by & rcd cava. Wos it yot anothcr sandstonce mountain with

a wind=-croded holoc through the crown? It took us an hour to cover the half
mile across thce scrubby valley and after scveral false leads Frank found a
way onto tho top by ckirting the basc of cliffs off to the left. It was yo$
another Hollow llcuntain, oven larger than tho first, with two large vertical
shafts through from the red cavern: +this wes indued an exciting find.

Noext doey we visited the Jave of Fishes, casy to find from the Gort Track,
mainly duc to the oxcellent direcctions given to tke lcader by Rupe. This is
a fine oxemple of an Aboriginel Rock Sholter with markings of ycllow as well
as thc usual rcd ochre on the sloping sandstonc roof., Thon to Billiwing for
visite to thc¢ Billiwing Sheltor and tho Cave of Hands. That ovening aftor
return to camp rein foll stcadily for most of the night and spasmodically

the following day, vhich was spent on the approaches to the Fortress.
Although wo failed to climb the Fortress and thc spiny scrub was wet, there
were many componsations on this rocky ridge walk, viecws of five vertical sand-
stonc towers jutting out of the swirling mists, onc of which was the rortross's
main peak: megnificcnt towers. cliffy ovorhangs and wind-erodced pecaks dotted
the sandstonc ridges.
That cvening in the light of thc campfire a fabulous Cultural Centrc for Ants
began to risc from the sand. The architcct rcfusced to makc ony hazardous
c¢stimate of the cost of the completed masterpicce. Latest rcports say that
Unculturcd Humans with Motor Cars havo decldod that the mighty cdifacc must be
saecrificed for a freoway.
Next day we walksd through very wet scrub intc the Billiwing Gorge, with some
good views of orange-red cliffs facing tho valley. Our walk out to the van
at Hut Crock concluded what for most had bocn a most successful and interesting
Baster trip to tho mystic Victoria Rangs.

Fred Heolls
TRACK-CLEARING VENK-EVD, 29-30 May

The weck=cnd got off to a good stort by the lizader arriving late 2t Batman
Avenue and finding all his flock scated in the van a2nd becoming impatient.

50 cff wo went, a quick count rcverling two missing. Upon arrival at Wor-
burton everybody proccecded to fill theusclves with hot coffce and froshly
baked buns ~nd pics, while thc leador sct cut to find the choin saw operator,
complcte with camp strotcher, Tilley lamp; gas stove, Dicsolium (good for
lighting fires), and chain saw.

A short drive from Werburton found us bumping along Big Pats Creck Road, and
all the activity of pcoplc changing was suddenly intcrrupted by the cxclamation
of onc who statcd that she had two right boots and two left fect.

At the cnd of the road somc of the wecker members had their packs carricd by
utility truck to within 1C yoras of the camp.

The only fatality was once who, whil: cutting & tent polce, slippced a2nd cut his
finger - Tut! Tut!

It wos soon proved that we con build bridges as well as any Boy Scouts, only
quickor, and that thc scarcity of cquipment did not secm to hamper the work.
The return home on Sunday was quitc on ovent, arriving to the sound of St.

Pauls Bells at T pm.
D.K. Sullivan

AUSKI AUSKI LUSKI

Paddy P2llin has producod 2 light-weight H-framc pack, slightly
smallcr then oxisting models. Chzaaper too, 2t T11.10.0.

Nocd a new pack? Then call at AUSKI's and inspect his rongoe which
includcs modcls of the cclebrated Bergon Rucksack imported from Europoe.

AT LAST Froeze=dried meat - aveilable 2t AUSKI's

CALL AND INSPECT Scc LOIS, TONI, JOHN and CHARLES ot AUSKI RHOUSE
Hardwarc Stroct, Melbournc (just off Bourke Streot)
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