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CHANGES OF ADDRESS:

MANN, Michael - 1/32 Brixton Rise, Glen Iris 3146 (pg 257 756
(b) 254 502

BRIER, Peter . 326 Gardigan St., Carlton 3053

BRISCOE, Ken _ 55 Harley St., Knoxfield 3180 (p) 763 0382
b 8133 x2
POCOCK, Doug and Robyn (5} 059 644 974 (b) 544 8433 X244

CONTACT SYSTEM:

" The system reverts to the list on the Spring Programme, except
that Sue and Rex Filson will be acting No. 3 Contacts for the next month
in the absence of the Kenafackes.

#*MALE OF THE MONTH®*

The award this month must go to CHARLES KNIGHT.
The citation reads as follows:

"He did, between August 25 and 31, unfailingly arcuse
the whole Mallee area of Victoria at 7 in the morning
with his superb imitation of a Coyote's mating call."

WILDERNESS is an idea as much as a place, with modern man learning to pass
like the shadow of a cloud across what he did not make and cannot
improve.

"Wational Geographic," Feb, 74
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CONSERVATION SUPPLEMENT TO "NEWS" SEPTEMBER 1975

Since the last conservation supplement the Conservation Grow
has continued its work in trying to assist in the preservation of
bushwalking areas and other enviromental matters. It is essentid
that YOJ, as an individual, participate in this type work. I do
not think that Bushwalkers need convincing of this, but it seems
that mahy members of the club are at a loss about what to do.
This issue of the Conservation Sunplemcnt is therfore devoted to
things that you can do in & practical way.

I. Plant native trees to attract native birds to your gardcn
- details ‘attached. _

2. Collect inform:tion about areas that local councils =nd
other bodies have not yet cemented or built on. Write to them
urging them not to destroy or sell the area, but to keep it as a
suburban wildlife refuge. Examples of such areas are small sub-
urban crceks and vacant blocks. An exanple of this kind of action
is attached.

3. Pull up some Boneseed at East Flat at the You Yangs
Make it a family picaic. IT yoéu read this before September [4th,
join the Bird Observersg Club on that day as they, and hopefully
some MBW types, pull out Boneseed.

4. Think about. the Club's role in Ccnservation matters.
Read and debate the draft policies attached.

5. dJoin the Australian Conservation Foundation. Annual
subscription is $5. Application forms are available from Gerry
McPhee or from the ACF at 206 Clarendon Street, East Melbourne.
(4193360) N ' | .

6. Don't spread Cinnamon Fungus (as did the FCV and CRB)

- re article on this

AN EXAMPLE OF ACTION ON SUBURBAN RESERVES
Thig article is largely a reprint from Conservation Council of
Victoria Newsletter, August I975.
RATLWAY RESERVE

The following extract is from a letter to the Chairman of the
Victorian Railways from th» Waverley Group of the

"We have been most disappointed to note, over a period of
months, that during the course of trackside work on the
Glen Waverley Line, valucble bushland has been removad and
would respectfully like to suggest that this be considered
in future work.

The value of theg: areas as native conscrvation areas is
immense, not only from an aesthetic point but also for the
value of the species contained in these arcas and in danger

of being lost forever. Might we point out that 2 Land
Conservation Council Reports hv. str..~ d the value of

railway reserves as conservation rescerves for natural bushland.®

The group then went on to namc one particular arca of interest on
the Glen Waverley line.
Here then is a challenge to Bushwalers and other concerned bodies.

Prepare a catalogue of areas on your line:-
I. Bushland that could be retained
2., Bushland that could bz improvcd
3. Arcas whcrs suitable plantings could create conservation sreas.
4. Othor areas of cenviromental interest.
Scend these in to the Conservation Council of Victoria before the
end of October, whereupon a submission covering all suburban lines
will be forwardocd to the Railways. There must be valuable areas
on country lines also. Information sent in will be used to build
up a later report for the country. The address to send your
information is:~ Conservation Council of Victoria

I5 Drummond Strcet,

Carlton, 3056.



NATIVE TREES TO ATTRACT NATIVE BIRDS

The following is reprinted from a handout prepared by the Bird
Obsecrvers Club of Victoria. Further informstion can be obtained
from the Club (Box 2I67T, GPO Melbourne, 300I) or from

- the Secretary - Mrs Ellen McCulloech.~ PH. 874 3914

- The Assistant Scerctary — Mrs Alma Mitchell - PH 874 5I73

_ Natice plants to attract birds to your g rden
ACACIA boormanil (Snowy River Wattle) 2.5m.

" howittii (Sticky Wwattle) Sm.

. longifoiia (Sallow Wattle) 4m.

n pycnantha (Golden Wattle) Sm.
ANIGOZANTHUS  flavida (Yellow Kangaroo Paw) Im.
BANLSTA ericifolia (Heath-lcafcd Banksia) 4m.

" ‘marginata (Silver Banksia) 4m.

" spinulosa (Hairpin Banksia) 2.5m.
CALLISTEMON citrinus (Crimson Bottlebrush) 3m.

" viminalis (W eping Bottlebrush) 3m.

All Callistemon species.

CALOTHAMNUS species (Net Bush) 2~?ma

CORREA T v1°v: (Common Correa) Im.
EPACRIS impressa (Common Heath) Im.
EUCALYPTUS {or stiin  (Puchsia Gum) 3m.

" leucoxylon roses (Red-flowering Whit> Ironbark) Sm.
" polybractea (Blue Malles) 3m.
" ‘ preissiana (Bell-fruited Malleec) 2m.
GREVILLEA barkleyana (Gully Grevillea) 4m.
" chrysophaea (Golden Grevillea) 2m.
n hookeriana (Toothbrush Grevillea) 2m.
" lavandulacea (Lavender Grevillea) 2m.
" rosmarinifolia (Roscmary Grevillea) 2m.
" triloba (Lobe-leafed Grevillea) 2m.
All Grevillea species.
HAKEA laurina (Pincushion Hakea) 3.5m.
" nodoss (Ycllow Hakea) 2.5m.
" tenuifolia (Silky Haukea) 2m.
All Hakea spccies.

KUNZEA baxteri 2-3m,
LEPTOSPERMUN lanigcrum (Woolly Tea-tree) 4m.
MELALEUCA decussata (Cross Honcy Myrtle) 3m,
" eliptica (Oval-lcafed Honey Myrtle) 2.5m.
" hypericifolia (Hillock Bush) 2m.

" uncinata (Broom Honey Myrtle) 2m.
" wilsonii (Common Honey Myrtle) 2m.
All Melalcucea specics.

Bird Pudding - A mixture of scraps including bread, bird sced,
apvrle cores, breakfast cercal, ete. hold togethcr with melted
dripping, sct in container, using a string with button attached,
lik» a wick down thc centre. Hang out of rcach of cate.

‘Bird Feeder recipes - Nectar Liquid - Dissolve 450g (Ilb) brown
sugar in 568ml (I pint) of water. When putting out small
quantities, break down one part of heavy syrup with two parts

of water. Refridgeratc balance. 2-3 drops infant vitamin con-
centrate may be added.

Solid Food Mix - Mix equal parte of dripping, honey or sugar,
rollecd ozts and brose meal or d¥ied ground peas. ,
Henging pottery feeders ar: sold by the Club for $I1.50 each, but
cannot be posted. Enquiries to above address or telephone numbers.

IRAFT CONSERVATION POLICIES

These policies arc offcred for your consideration. Pleasec
discuss them, and makc your own views known to members gencrally
and to the committec. Write to news if you agreec or disagrec.

I. General These policics on specific issues reflect the
views of somc MBW members in August I975. It is recognised that
the Club will only have limited opportunities for applying these
policics at the presont timc. As 2 gcneral policy, it is most
imoortant th~t brcohuelkeres v owory onvortunity to make their



voices heard by conflicting parties and decision makers.

2. Logging. This conflicts with bushwalking for many
reasonss~ iai clearing of timber reduces the quality of the
landscapc, (b) construction of bull-dozer tracks, likewise,

(¢l construction of major logging roads rcduces the
wilderness value of large arcas of bushland.

(d) deterioration or destruction of wildlife habitats,

Ee) Soil e¢rosion is a hazard on bull-dozer tracks,

(f) 1logging aids the spread of cinnamon fungus
(ie. “dieback")

Policy:~ +the areas logged should be resirictedto minimise
conflict. Methods are:—

(a) improved recovery after logging — such as reveg-
cetation of most roads, clearing of all fallen timber, and
(obviously) rc-seeding,

(b) exclusion of all logging in certain arcas to be
agrecd upon by bushwalkers and othors,

c e¥isti g roads are to be uscd for all future
logging opecrations, instead of the construction of additional
nasw roads.

3. Woodchipping. This is a conflict for the same reasons
as logging, but with woodchipping the destruction is morc complkete.

Policy:~ no woodchipping for Victoria. This policy goces
further than current government policy that there should be no
woodchipping until certain invcestigetions have baon completed.

4., Softwoods. In general softwood plantations should be
confincd to unused or uneconomic farmland. In particular
softwoods should be cxcluded from cecrtain areas to be agreed
upon by bushwall~ .rs,

5. Grazing. This causcs (a) destruction of much vegctation,

(b) so0il : orrosion
(¢) pollution of watercourscs,
(4) flies.

Policy:~ @mrAzing should be phascd out of the high country
in the long term. In the meantime the effects of grazing (a and
b above in particular) should be closely monitored.

6. Mining. In addition to local destruction at the minimg
gite, this can lead to .ac.. roads through bushland. After the
mine closes therc arc usually oxtensive slag-h~aps.

Policy:- all mining operations in arcas visited by bush-
walkors shoull be subject to close study to e¢valuats the enviro-
mental and asthetic resuits and approval should only be given if
the impact is minimal.

7. Motoriscd Rgecrecation Vehicles. These include 4-WD's,
trail--bikes and snowmobiles. Thesec cause problaas of:-—-

(a) So0il =wrosion, (b) destruction of vegctation, and (c) noisc,
(a) interfoerence with asthotic considerations such as #tho
feeling of wildorncess.

Policy:~ bushwalkers should assist in onforcing the
restriction of th: MRV'g "on-roads®. In arcas to be agreed unon
by bushwalkers, they should be restricted to 2-WD roads(at the
p:esent stage there scems no way of onforcing this outside
National Parks). Snowmobiles and siidoss should be restricted
to ski resorts, except for thc actuul secarch and rcscue operations.

8. Huts. From the conservation viewpoint, huts lead to
local ovcrusc and hence {a) Jdamage vogetation (b) litter
(¢) 1lack of dezd fircwood, (d) pollutes watercourses. Other
probloms arc the safety huzard and the reduction of wildermess
value.

Policy:— +the existing number of huts arc sufficient and mo
more should be built. Existing oncs should be maintained as
rufuges only.

NOW FOR THE GOOD NEWS
Kanangra Boyd National Park From Gerry Grandage

A great victory Ffor NSW conscrvationists was won in April
when the Stat: Minister for Lands and Forcsts announced that thoere
would be no planting of pincs ovn thc Boyd Plateau. He also
admitted that “therc scems no logical rcason now for leaving thce
glaﬁe?u outside the Park". (mcaning th~ Kanangra-Boyd National

ark.




Ever since 1969, when the Park was creatzd, it has been a bone
of contention that most of the Boyd Plateau was outside the bound-
ary. The reason for its exclusion was thet it formed part of the
Kanangaroo State Forést, which was in demend from the NSW Forestry
Commission as a large pinc plantation. Not only has the. Plateau
grceat value in itself in scénic, ecological and recreational terms.
Its prescrvation scems cven more essontial in view of its position.
It is virtually surroundzé by the existing Park, and bccausc of
its attitude, it dominates thc arce to a greater extent than its
size would suggest. To use the Platcau as a soft-wood factory wauld
bc a negation of what the Park stands for-— even though the Plateau
is outside thc Park.

The importance of the Kanangra-Boyd erca to0 bushwalkers is mainly
in its wilderness valuc. Using the "3miles to thc nearest road"
criteria, it offers more wild-rncss than the Kosciusko National Park,
Furthcermore the suggestions of the area, compared with the relative
openness of the KNP, makes it superb valuc for its size. All this
is only about I30 milus from Sydney.

Bushwalkcrs and other conservationists have had a long, uphill
struggle to prescrve the area for usc by the people. Initially
the problem was the over protective policy of the Metropolitan
Water Board (the area is in the Warrangamba catchmnent): secondly,
the proposal for limestonc quarrying in the Colong Caves, at the
South ond of the Park: and lastly the potentinlly disastrous pinc
plantations. Perservercnce has paid off,

WHAT IS GCING (N IN THE CONSERVATION GROUP

The grou: is still working on thc¢ L.C.C. Grampions submission,
a submission to the Rangur Urnnium Mining dnquiry, the plans just
publishcd for South-West Tasmenia and othsr projects. If you would
like to hclp, ring Gerry McPhec on 387 34I7. He is waiting right now
by the phonc to give you free quotations On yOUTecoeoooos

Ths Club Committec rcecently askedRod Mattingley and Gerry McPhee

to investigatz the possibility of using the new Commonwealth Enviro-
ment Legisletion to stop il.E.D.S. (Regional Employmosnt Development
Scheme) moncy being uscd in onviromentally undesirable ways. As this
was a new venturc for th:s club, their report is attached.

KREPORT TG COMMITTEE

We wish to acknowlcdg: the assistancc of the following thrce

personss - I. Tony Walstab - M.B.W.; Lawyer.
2., Dick Johnston ~ Editor, V.N.P.A. Newslctter, M.B.W.
3. Rod Calvert - Acting First Assistant Secretary

Proposals Asscssment Division
Commonwealth Department of the
Enviroment.

Under the “"Enviromcnt Protection - Impact of Proposals" Act
(I64 of I974), the Commonvwealth Minister of the the Enviroment
con ask for an Enviromental Impact Study (E.I.S.) in respcet of
any scheme, works or projcct using Commonwecalth funds. Note that
the Minister may ask for an E.I.S. Usually no E.I.S. is asked for
unlecss the minister or his department has rcason to suspect that the
project may be cnviromcntally undesirable. This raises o major point.
Thc persons most likely to know about the impact of proposed projects
ore those at the grass-roots of the conservation—-enviroment movcomerntt,
Howcver, thesc bodies arc often unlikely to know of a project until
it starts,cspecially with secrccy—-obscussed organisations like the
F.C. V., and M.M.B.%. By the time thc projcct has started thc Common-
wealth has of coursce approved the project. Yes; it does have a
familiar ring about it.

Mr. Calvert suggested that if wce werc to write to the Minister,
he, the Minister, might consid .r agking his Department to look morc
closcly at proposals originating from specifie sources. We will do
this. Mr. Calvert also peinted out that the Department of the
Enviromcnt has the cuthority to consult with oth-r bedics about
projects under rcview. Ve asked if the M.B.%. and V.N.P.A. cowld
be asked to couament, and ho said that the vepartment of Enviroment



nad th: power to consult with anyone. On paper our task looks
simple=~. to persuade the Department to consult us about proposals
for F.C.V. and oth:ur dubious bodies before the, arc approved. IThe
difficulties relate to just how this is to be done.

Anoth .r solution would be to require that all Commonwealth-
funded projects be advertised in ordor to give the publid time to
congidoer their env1romcntal impact. We will mention this in my ldatter:
to thc Ministur.

A problem is thot the Commonwealth Department of the Envirom nt
does not have the manvnower to examinc all the projects funded by
the Commonweulth. Thercefore, it has delegat:-d its authority for
all projects undcr $I00,000 to the Stat: Ministor for Conscorvation.
The Minister for Cons0rv tion's rcpresentative, Mr. Ian Cowdcll,
has been asked by us to pay particular attention to F.C.V. rvqucsts
in future, and to contact me¢ if any cespecially intcresting oncs
come up. He has suggcsted that we formelizc our concern in the
form of a letter to the Statc Minister of Conservation, setting
out our reasons. We intend to do this.

A ROOT ROTTER IN THE BUSH
Gretna Weste

Those who spond we:xkends and holidays in the bush have
probably noticed arcos where green grass trecs change to yellow,
then to a .ich cinnamon brown. These arc signs of death due to a
root rotting fungus in thc soil. The grass trecs begin to droop,
and finally thc whole crown of leaves folds down and cullapses
likz a2 broken umbrella. As the grass trces dic, other shrubs turn

yellow, branches dic back and in a while only barc ground and scdges
ruvmain. About I2 months later th: trios show discuse, some die
suddcnly with brown lcaves attachcd, oth.rs die gradually back from
the outer branches. Tolcrant and resistant trees romain apparently
unaffeccted.

Nobody knows just how thce cinnamon fungus first reached Victoria,
but it was originally isolatod frox cinnamon trces growing in the
mountains of Westorn Sumatra. As carly as 1882 Gucensland pincapples
hecame discased. We do not kmow whothor thc pathogcn cr.pt
stcadily southwards or wh:i:ther it arrived in soil or on tho roots
of infcct:@ plants. S50 many Victorian native plants arc susceptiblc
that the fungus is unlikely to be 2 native orgonism. In ordcr to
survive for hundrcds of years in the prescnece of o pathogen, netiv:
plants must show = high degre. of tolcrance to thqt pathogen or be
eliminated in the cowpetition for survival. Many overscas plants
show this tolerancc, but not Victorian netives.

The cinnarion fungus producwys tiny microscopic swimming sporcs
which arc water dispcrscd. The swimming sporce 2rc atiracted to
sugars and amino acids cxcretcd by the plant root which thus scalgs
its doom. Tho spores penctrate fine roots, grow through and decay
them. Whon its fine root system is rooted the plant dics from
watcr ond mincral shortage. Spores which can survive for long
pcriods form in the soil and in the dying plant root. In the
prescence of frec water, svorangia form on the edge of the root and
producc more finc swimming sporcs. Diseasc is thus sprcad rapidly
by the swimming sporcs in water or w.t soil. Resistant chlamydesmprces
and fungpl threads prescnt in ceithor soil or gravel or plent roots
also spread discacc, but morc slowly.

In Western Austrclisz jarrak forcests the cinnamon fugus has
causcd death and discasc in huge arcas, killing both the¢ jarrzh
and the associatzd wild flowers. The East Gippsland coastsl flats
wore probebly the first Victorian arcas to become discased.

Nearer Melbournc gravcl pits in the Brisbanc Ranges becamc infect..@
znd the pathogen was disperscd with road gravel. Rain wabkhcd the
gravel and the fungus down the stecp slones into thc valleys.

At Wilson's Promotory the gravcl pit on the Vercker Spur becamo
contaminatced,; when tracked fire-~fighting vehiclcs from Yarram
dropped their load of infcectzd soil. Rain sprend disensce down the
Vercker Spur to Corner Inlet. Boefore the pathogen was recognised
contaminated gravcl was used on the Tidal Rivir road, the old
lighthousc track and the Obcron road @nd discase spread from this
gravcl. In othcr areas some Country Roads Board gravel sources
becam¢ infceted, and the fungus was dispcrsed with the grav.l.



In the Achoron Valley, Narbethong, and in the army camp, Puckapw
unyal, disease origindted from infected nursery seecdlings in the
same way as in our gardens. DMany Naticnol and Forest parks
contain small discascd arcas, for example, Kinglake, Lerdcerdcrg
Gorge, Angabrook and the Grampions. Dicback discase is present
along the Great Occan Road near Anglesca and in one place on the
edge of Sherbrookce Forest.

From any sourcc of infecction disceasc is spread rapidly by
wate , at about 400m. por ysar on a2 downhill slopce, but spread
from plant to plant or through thc¢ soil is very much slower
and depcnds on the soil type, contact between the roots and
susceptibility of the vegctation. Disease wprcad is rapid in the
Brisbanc Rangcs where soils arc shallow, dreinagec impeded, through
the soil by a clay laycr near the sufface, anéd the vegetation is
very susceptiblc. Whoreas most other fungus diseascs affect cnly
one or two plant specics, such as rust on whcat,; or Irish blight
on the potatoe, thc¢ cinnomon fungus hns 754 hosts, over 400 of
which arc Australian.

Because of the nature of this beastic, the cinnamon fupgus
is euosy te spread -~ particuletly by seeople or vchieles which leave
the roads for the bush. Thus soil carried on boots may spread
the fungus. We cannot ~ccurately state that a "fisgtfull® of
soil will gpread thzs disceasc. “he fungus is entirely microscopic
so theorctically any amount of soil may sprcad the discasc.

Of coursc a largcer amount of soil will increcase the probability
that the fungus will be present. In any discased area there is =%
least cight times as much fungus a round plant roots as in the
soil betwcer pl-nits, so that it you dig up 2 plant you arc very
likely indced to spread discase.

Once the cinnamon fungus is present in the soil, eradiecation
is practicai- improssiblc. We spesk from bittecr experience here.
We have tried snd 2lmost succecded in climinating the pathogen firom
very small areas of bush by drilling in fungicido, but in doing
go we havce destroyed cverything clso which was alive in the soil
nearby. It is possible tc control or eliminated the pathogen
from cultiiated soil; bul not from native forest. So we aim to
slow down and prevont the spread of discasc as far as possible.
Bushwalkers <on report signs of diseasz such as dying grass trees
and the oxact locatisn. In ceach case wo can only be sure tho
cinnamon fungus is invalved by visiting the area, noting all the
symptoms ancé isolrting thoe fungus from samples of soil and roots.
Fortunatcly the pathogen is cagy to recognise under the micraoscope.

Theretfore, unless you want“overy blhoomin! campin'-ground
exactly like ine logt", will you plcas. take carc if you leave
the road to cl.an the mud off your boots, your jeep or trail
bike =nd not carry tho soil from ong arca to another, in case you
are nlso c rrying infccticn®?

Gretna Weobe

This articlc wos ro--printed with the pormission of M.V.M.C.,
from "The Mountaincor®.



