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DON'T FORGET THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING ON WEDNESDAY 27th FEBRUARY 

(8 pm, in the clubrooms). 

Price 20c 

NOMINATIONS are required for all Committee positions. (See the 
front page of January "News" for a list.) What about standing for 
Committee yourself? Talk to a Committee member if you are not sure 
what is involved. 

SOCIAL 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 23RD EVENING 

TROTS NIGHT 

COLUMN 

A group is being organised to attend the Interdominian Trotting Championship 
Meeting - preliminary heat. This features the top horses (pacers & trotters) 
from Australia and New Zealand. The Interdominian Meeting is held only in 
Melbourne every 5 years or so. 

Time: 7.30 - 10.30 p.m. 
Cost: ? 

For details of where to meet, see Rosemary Cotter in the Clubrooms. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 2ND 

SPIT ROAST 

Venue: Robert Ayre• s 
14 Seventh st., Parkdale 3194 

Time: 7.30 p.m. 

cost: $10 per head 

Details of the repast: • Roasted springlamb & rosemary & garlic 
Fish (for non-meateaters) 

• choice of salads 
entree - antipasto 

• garlic bread 
• Pineapple pieces with liquer 
• expresso coffee with dzied fruit and nut slices. 

Limit: 50 people 

Book with Betty Spencer (233 8865) or Rosemary Cotter (in the Clubrooms) 

WILKIE VISITORS BEWARE! 

Just before Christmas, my car which was parked outside the barrier was broken 
into, and a bag rifled for valuables. 

So don't leave money or valuables in your car - they MAY NOT BE SAFE! 

Stuart Mattingley 
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Correspondence should be directed to:

The Secretary, 
Melbourne Bushwalkers, 
Box 1751Q, G.P.O., 
MELBOURNE, 3001., 
Meetings are held in the clubrooms, 377 Little Bourke Street, 
entrance from Racing Club Lane, every Wednesday night 7-9 pm. 
Visitors are always welcome. 

DAY WALKS 

M A R C H 1 9 8 5 

MARCH 2 (SAT. } HISTORICAL WALK - NORTH FITZROY 

LEADER ATHOL SCHAFER 
TRANSPORT Tram. 
EXPECTED TIME OF RETURN 

Meet by l.45 p.m. under the Clocks. 
5 p.m. 

This tour, starting at 
ir. the vicinity of the 
C$Mury streetscapes. 
Urban Planning Office, 

tramstop 24 (near Lord Newry Hotel) Brunswick St. is 
Edinburgh Gardens taking in relatively intact 19th 
The route and architectural notes are courtesy of the 
Fitzroy Town Hall. 

Easy 

FEBRUARY 24 BLACK SNAKE RANGE EASY & MEDIUM 
LEADERS PHILIP LARKIN & STEPHEN COURTNEY 
TRANSPO~T VAN FRON BATMAN AVE 9.00 a.m. 
EXPECTED TIME OF RETURN 8 p.m. 
MAP REF. 1:25,000 Gilwell & Beenak, Vicmap 
APPROX. DIST. 14 - 18 km 

This area is notable for its excellent forests of tall mountain ash, messmate 
& stringybark, with a dense undergrowth of shrubs, wnich shelter groves of 
myrtle beech, silver wattle and blanketloaf deep in lush ferny gullies. 

In spring & early summer there are numerous wildflowers in these foothills such 
as grevilleas, boronia and some native orchids. 

Both walks will start from northern end of the range, near Dyers Creek picnic 
ground giving breathtaking views over the valley & the Blue Range, to your north 
as you proceed up to the ridge of the Black Snake range. As the walk continues 
the forest comes to life, with its tall timber, fauna and abundance of birdlife 
giving a peaceful forest backdrop to the foothills of the great dividing range. 
Both walks finish at Mortimore Reserve set in a natural fern gully. 

Don't forget your cameras, lunch and drinking water for a pleasant days walk. 

P.S. Bring along your own blackberries and cream, for there is a shortage of 
blackberries around Melbourne. 

MARCH 3 PHILLIP ISLAND - THE NOBBIES EASY 

LEADERS JIM HEDSTROM, HAROLD GRAVE 
TRANSPORT VAN FROM BATMAN AVENUE, 9.00 am 
EXPECTED TIME OF RETURN 7 pm 
This is a beach and rock pool walk based on the western end of 
Phillip Island and the Nobbies. There are some magnificent rock 
pools for swimming and a most interesting coastline for exploring, 
including the Penguin Parade area and reserve and mutton bird 
sanctuaries. 
Plenty of time for swimming, including two hours for lunch at a 
spectacular pool where togs are optional! 

Bring lunch, water, togs, etc. 
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DAY WALKS (Continued) 

MARCH 10 

LEADERS 

BLI\CKWOOD - GARDEN OF ST. ERTH 
PENNY7 STAPLEY (MEDIUM) 
STEPHEN COURTNEY (EASY) 

TRANSPORT VAN FROM BATMAN lNENUE, 9. 00 am 
EXPECTED TIME OF PETURN 7.30 pm 
MAP REF. TRENTHAM 1:25,000 
APPROX. DISTANCE 20 KM (Yi.EDIUM) 
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EASY & MEDIUM 

St Erth is an attractive golden stone house near Blackwood, built in 
the 1860s by a Cornish gold-miner, and named after his birthplace 
near Penzance. The present owners of the house have developed an 
interesting garden surrounding the house, with a large range of 
native trees and plants from all states. 
Close to the house a 10 km loop walking track along the Lerderderg 
River valley begins - both groups will follow this track. The medium 
walkers will, however, start from O'Brien's crossing, in the 
Lerderderg Forest Park, and follow Byers Back Track into Blackwood, 
where we'll have lunch at the Mineral Springs. The van will then 
transport us to the Garden of St. Erth for the second part of the 
walk. 
People on the easy walk will have more time to look around the 
garden, and to e:>g:,lore the many tracks around disused mines in the 
Simmons Reef area. Bring $1 if you wish to visit the garden, and 
extra money in case you want to buy any of the plants on sale there. 

MARCH 11 (MON.) FEP~1TREE GULLY NATIONAL PARK -
SHERBROOKE FOREST 

ATHOL SCHAFER 

EASY 
fMEPXIIM 

LEADER 
TRANSPORT P.eet under The Clocks in time to catch the 8.45 am train to 

Upper Forntree Gully. 
EXPECTED TIME OF RETURN 6 p.m. 
APPROX. DIST. 15 km 

The first stage will be a climb up through the national park to the 502 metres 
high One Tree Hilli lunch most likely further along the track to erny Creek1 
thence mainly downhill through the forest park to Belgrave. 

MARCH 23 (SAT.) CYCLING TRIP 

LEADER ART TERRY 
TRANSPORT VAN 

FOR FURTHER DETAILS OF THIS TRIP PLEASE SEE LEADER IN CLUBROOMS 

MARCH 17 ACHERON GAP, MT. RICHIE - ACHERON WAY EASY & MEDIUM 
LEADERS FRED HALLS, PHIL LARKIN 
TRANSPORT VAN' FF-OM BATMAN lWENUE, 9.00 am 
EXPECTED TIM.E OF RETURN 7.30 pm 
MAP REF. JULIET 1:50,000 
APPROX. DISTANCE: 18 KM 
Leaving the van near the head of the Acheron River, we shall climb 
on to the mountains of the Great Dividing Range by way of Feiglin's 
Gap, Feiglin's Hill and Mt. Ritchie, eventually returning west to 
the Acheron Way near Ingles Creek. There should be much good walking 
near the Divide. 
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DAY WALKS (Continued) 

f.1ARCH 24 GEMBROOK - EMERALD { 2 WALKS l 
TRACEY GUEST, BRIAN COSTA 

MEDIUM §c EASY 
LEADERS 
TRANSPORT 
MAP REFERENCE 

VAN FROM BATMAN AVENUE, 9.00 am 
CARDINIA 1:25,000: GIL~IBLL & BEENAK 
MELWAY MAPS 188/189/127 in Ed. (11) 

1:25,000 
1 78 

APPROX. DISTANCE 16 km 

our walk this Sunday will follow the formation of the narrow gauge 
railway line from Gembrook to Emerald in the Dandenong Ranges, part 
of which is used by the famous Puffing Billy. Disused railway lines 
provide excellent, ready made walking tracks with even grades and no 
steep hills to climb, freedom from navigation problems and romantic 
associations with Local History. The walk's 16 kms cover a variety 
of terrain with magnificent views of the Yarra Valley, the Donna 
Buang - Ben Cairn range and Mt. St. Leonard to the north and the 
hills round Powelltown to the north east. The open forests with a 
mixture of native and exotic species are a perfect foil for the open 
fields and valleys. We will pass Emerald Lake and Cockatoo Creek 
and visit the old stations of Nobelius and Lakeside. At Emerald we 
will do a short circuit of the district to round off our walk through 
the past. 

MARCH 30 (SAT.) DANDY EXPLORER: KALORAM.l~ - BURKES LOOKOUT EASY 
LY,DER SYLVIA WILSON 
TRANSPORT CROYDON RAILWAY STATION - MELWAY 50 J3 12.00 p.m. 

DRIVF.: TO KALORAMA FIVE W'AYS - MEV'lAY 52 J9 
WALK COMPLETED APPROX. 5.00 p.m. 
MAP REFERENCE SASSAFRAS CREEK ~·TALKING TRACK & APPROACHES - ALGONA 
APPROX. DISTANCE 10 km 

These mini walks are ideal 
and/or the genteel walker. 
and interesting contrasts. 
Railway Station and midday 

for absolute beginners, the none-too-fit 
However this walk offers some challenge 
We will meet initially at Croydon 

and give lifts to anyone who has come by 

(Continued) 
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DAY W'ALKS (continued) 

train, then drive to Kalorama Five Ways. Our walk takes us across 
the face of Mt. Dandenong through lovely open stringybark/peppermint 
forest. We'll have lunch a.long here somewhere and eventually reach 
Burkes Lookout in a couple of hours. Then we join the Ridge Road 
for a short stretch northwards till we get to the Arboretum. If, 
like me, you have driven past here umpteen times and never stopped, 
you are in for a pleasant surprise. Having walked eaat through this, 
we cross the Tourist Road and continue through the Mechanics Reserve 
which is entirely different again. Another 2 km of minor roads and 
local sights takes us back to our cars. Chris Grandage lives a mere 
stone's throw from here (Melway 52 Kll, Wirreandra, Logan Avenue, 
Kalorarna) and has very kindly offered to light her bbq for us. 
We'll need to bring everything else. How about a salad, or something, 
to share too? 

MARCH 31 FEDERATION DAY WALK - ISLAND CREEK AREA 
(KINGLAKE NATIONAL PARK) 
ED LAWTON 
VAN FROM BATMAN AVENUE, 8.30 am 

OF RETURN 9.00 pm 

VARIOUS 

CO-ORDINATOR 
TRANSPORT 
EXPECTED TIME 
MAP REFERENCE (i) GLENBURN 1:50,000~ (ii) NATIONAL PARK LEAFLET 

This is the one day of the year when we socialize and walk with 
members of other walking clubs. It's a great chance to swap ideas 
and learn about other clubs and how they do it~ In the past it has 
generally been well attended and enjoyed by all. Our "co-ordinator" 
Ed will see that we get safely to the Island Creek picnic ground 
where he will abdicate and hand over to the Maroondah Club who are 
organising the walks. There will be walks of varying standards from 
easy to hard. Afterwards there will be a barbecue in the picnic 
ground to allow more time to chat and socialis·e and eat. 

The area is eucalypt forest with several creeks and is an area that 
we haven't been to for a long time. It should be a great day, with 
good walks for all. Please note the early departure time of 8.30 am. 

MARCH 1-3 

LEADEB 
TRANSPORT 
MAP REF. 

APPROX. DIST. 

WEEKEND WALKS 

MARCH 1 9 8 5 

BLANKET BAY - CAPE OTWAY - CASTLE COVE 

ANDREW 
PRIVATE 
Otway 1:50,000 (Army survey) 
Otway-Colac 1:100,000 
31 km 

MEDIUM 

This walk traverses the coastline between Blanket Bay and castle cove, passing 
round Point Franklin and Cape Otway. It features large cliffs and rock platforms 
near the Cape, also a number of rocky coves and a couple of beaches. Most of the 
walk will be done on the first day(l9 km) with an easy trip to Castle Cove on the 
second day. Camp will be at the Aire River estuary. 

FOR SALE l Lowe Trioleat Pack - in very good condition - as new. 

See Ian Newbold in clubrooms or ring on 568 1004 

CLOSING DATE FOR MARCH NEWS - WEDNESDAY MARCH 6 
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NEEKEND WALKS (Continued) 

MARCH 8-11 TULLOCH li.RD GORGE LILO TRIP 
LEADER MERILYN WHIMPEY 
TRANSPORT PRIVATE 
EXPECTED TIME OF RE~"Ul<.N 10 pm 
MAP REFERENCE MURRINDAL 1:100,000 
APPROX. DISTANCE 30 km 

MEDIUM 

In March the Snowy River should be still warm but quite low. We'll 
probably start at Campbell Knob because you can get cars close to 
the river, and come out at either Betts Creek Track or New Guinea 
Track - involving some walking up steep hills. In between we should 
have some great scenery, sandy beaches to camp on, quiet pools a.nd 
fun rapids. If you haven't had any liloing experience, this is 
probably not the trip for you, unless you are generally good at 
outdoor activities. Good new or near new lilos, plenty of patching 
material and contact adhesive, and lots of plastic bags to waterproof 
your pack are essential. I find a paddle very useful. 

MARCH 8-11 

LEADER 
TRANSPORT 

THE SENTU.1ELS - LAKE TARLI KARNG 
PETER HAMANN 

PRIVATE 

FOR FURTHER DETAILS OF THIS WALK PLEASE SEE LEADER IN CLUBROOMS 

MEDIUM/HARD 

------------------------------------------------------------------------
SNEAK PREVIEW -- EARLY EASTER TRIP (9 DAYS) 

31/3/1985 - 8th April 1985 WILKY W1.NDERS BASE CAMP 
BOGONG HIGH PLAINS 

LEADER PHIL LARKIN 
TRANSPORT PRIVATE 
APPROX DIST. 120 km. 

Furth€r details in MARCH NEWS. 

EASY/MEDIUM 

For those who can get the holidays this trip would take in some 
spectacular scenery 

--------------------------------------------------------------------

MARCH 15-17 HOWITT SPUR - MT, MAGDALA - SQUARE HEAD JINNY MEDIUM 
LEADER KEITH WHITE 
TRANSPORT PRIVATE 
EXPECTED TIME OF RETUKN 7 pm 
MAP REFERENCE HOWITT 1:100,000 AND VMTC l>"AP - WATERSHEDS OF THE 
APPROX. DISTANCE 25 km KING, HOWQUA & JAMIESON RIVERS 
This walk is a good introduction to some of Victoria's best alpine 
country. There are wide ranging views from Mt. Howitt and 
Mt. Magdala. 

The first day of approximately 7 km distance includes an 840 metre 
climb up Howitt ~pur, but don't let this deter you as there will be 
no rush. Once on top we will have plenty of time to enjoy the 
view and do a side trip to J:llacalister Springs if desired before 
setting up camp at Hellfire Creek. 

The second day is longer (approximately 18 km) when we pass Hell's 
Window before walking across Mt. Magdala and along the range to 
Lovicks Hut. 

I still need to preview the route which descends Square Head Jinny, 
but in any event we will finish up at the Howqua River again. 
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WEEKEND WAI.JCS (Continued) 

MARCH 22-24 MT. KOONIKA, MT. SPECULATION, MT. BUGGERY, 
CROSSCUT Sl-1W 

LEADER RUSSELLIONES 
TRANSPORT PRIVATE 
EXPECTED TIME OF RETURN SUNDAY EVENING 
MAP REFERENCE HOWITT 1:100,000 
APPROX. DISTANCE 36 km 
LIMIT 10 
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MEDIUM/ 
HARD 

Starting at King River Hut, walk to King Spur, then to Mt. Koonika, 
Mt. Speculation, Mt. Buggery, Crosscut saw. Down Stanley Name Spur 
to Mt. Thorn. Either turn off down to the road at the bottom of 
King Spur or, if time permits, continue down Stanley Name Spur 
across the road to The Monument and across the Clear Hills to King 
River Hut. 

MARCH 29-31 DINNER PLAIN. MAYFORO. MT, TABLETOP 
LEADER GRAHAM BREEN - 758 3193 
TRANSPORT PRIVATE 
MAP REFERENCE DARGO 1:100,000 
APPROX. DISTANCE 28 km 

MEDIUM 

Due to the fires in the Mt. Hotham area this walk has been postponed 
till 30-31 March. 
Meet at 7 a.m. on Saturday 30th March outside the Harrietville hotel 
then drive in convoy to starting point at Dinner Plain about 10 km 
past Mt. Hotham. From there the walk goes south east along the head 
of the Victoria River through snow plains, then east to Precipice 
Plain and via the track to Mayford, a beautiful camp site on the 
Dargo River. On Sunday it is mostly uphill through forest (no track) 
to Mt. Tabletop c1nd then on to the Alpine Way for a short distance 
ha.ck to the cars. 

APRIL 5-20 LAMINGTON & NORTHERN Nfill 
LEADER JOPIE BODEGRAVEN 

It is not too late to come on this trip if you hurry and ring me. 
Our information night and slide showing will be on Tuesday March 19. 
Ask me for details. 

WINTER WALKS PROGRAMME 

We need to have the skeleton of the Winter Programne worked out by 
late February to give us time to organise leaders during March. We 
need help. We want definite offers to lead particular trips. We 
need ideas for walks. We are having a skiing subcommittee to plan 
our snow activities this year, a chance for more direct involvement 
for those interested. ~there should we go for Queen's Birthday long 
weekend - Hattah? Gippsland Lakes National Park? or somewhere else? 
We need your ideas to make thie programme a total club effort. 
Feed your ideas to me, in writing, verbally, or phone me on 489 2221. 

Jopie Bodegraven (Acting Walks .Sec.) 

WANTED 

Person to caretake small South Caulfield house, and possibly 
look after cuddly Burmese cat, from end May for 3 months. 
Rent free in return for mowing lawns, collecting mail, etc. 
If interested, please ring Penny or Tony Stapley at home 
( 578 5623) or sec Penny any 1•'/ednesday c.iuJ:> night. 
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FEB 27 
MAR 13 
MAR 27 

APR 24 
MAY 8 

THE NEWS, FEBRUARY 1985 

'WHllT I S ON 

I N THE C L U B R O O M S 

SUMMARY 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
SLIDES - BUSHWALKING IN EUROPE - ROB AYRE See below. 
PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION - Entries shown and winners 
announced 
? 
GUEST SPEAKER SANDRA BARDWELL 
Topic - Long Distance Walking Tracks in Britain & Australia 

SLIDE SHCYr1 
Wednesday March 13 - e pm 

WALKING IN EUROPE 

RobAyre recently went on an organised tour to some of the loveliest 
waiking areas in Europe. Included were two areas of Yugoslavia, the 
Stubai Alps region of Austria, the Jungfrau area of Switzerland, 
Songefjord in Norway and, in the UK, the Lakes District, Dartmoor 
and Cairngorm. ~Jhether you hope to get to these areas or not, it'll 
be a visual treat evening well worth coming to. 

PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION 

It's drawing very near now, so if you haven't already, get those 
entries organised. Make the judges work hard. We want lots and 
lots of entries. 
Here are the official rules and regulations. 

categories 

Closing 
~ 

~ 

Limits 

Eligibility 

Prizes 

Judges 

:eresentation 
of Entries 

1. Victorian landscape - slides 
2. 11 " - prints 
3. Native flora and fauna - slides 
4. n n II II prints 
s. Artistic landscape - slides 
6. 11 " - prints 
7~ Open slides 
e. 11 prints 
March 13. Entries accepted on Feb. 27, March 6 and 

March 13. 
Entries displayed and winners announced on March 27. 
$1 per entry or 3 for $2. 
Maximum of 4 entries per person per category. 
Maximum of 12 entries total per person. 
Limited to club members. 
Gift vouchers for use at Ted's Camera Stores. The 
value of each will depend on the number of entries in 
each category. In popular categories we may have 
second and possibly even third prizes. 
Roy Larkin, Fred Halls, Rosemary Cotter 

Label back of prints or surround of slides with name 
and category., ·· Sul:mi t all entries in a particular 
category in an envelope marked with your name and 
category and put in the "entries" box in the clubrooms. 

So bring along your entries, correctly presented, to the A.G.M. on 
27 February and then come along on 27 March to see the other entries 
and find out how you went. Good Luck. 
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C O M M I T T E E R E P O R T S 1 9 8 4 

PRESIDENT 1 S REPORT 

Last year's purchase of the van has guaranteed the continuation of 
reasonably priced transport for day walks, but the Club now has all 
the responsibilities of a vehicle owner and has borrowect money for 
the first time in its history. so far the venture appears 
successful, but relies on continued high attendances on day walks. 
Thanks are due to Jim Hedstrom for negotiating the P.Urchase and 
getting the details sorted out, and to Dennis Barson who provides 
an invaluable service as driver. 
Overall the Club has had a successful year, with signs of an increase 
in weekend walkers. As with last year, day walks and social functions 
have been well patronised. 
None of this could happen without the efforts of the Committee, but 
equally important is the contribution of those not on the formal 
Committee. Thanks to the Contacts, News printers, Auditors, members 
of Social and Walks sub-committees, and Walk Business Manager. 

_ Geoff Mattingley 

'l'!ALKS SECRETARY'S REPORT 

1984 was another busy year. ?)e saw record attendances on day walks, 
with walks often being booked out from February to July. The 
Saturday historical walks also proved popular. He had another 
successful bludge guesthouse weekend at Marysville and two 
successful cycle trips. There were 23 pack carry weekend trips, with 
an average attendance of 10, and 18 base camp trip~ with an average 
attendance of 14½. The ski season was~ disaster, with several trips 
being cancelled due to lack of snow or lack of numbers. 
Here are some comparative figures for 1984 and previous years. 

Day Weekend 
Year t-1alkers Walkers 

81 
82 
83 
84 

1749 
1699 
1876 
2047 

739 
645 
590 
567 

Total 
Walkers 

2488 
2339 
2466 
2613 

No. of 
Visitors Trips 

747 114 
638 122 
697 111 
683 97 

The big news of the year has been the purchase of our own van, and 
thanks must go to Jim Hedstrom for his tireless efforts in bringing 
this to fruition. 
Thanks also go to our van driver, Denis, for his consistent and safe 
driving and to all trip leaders who helped us maintain a full 
progranme. 

_ Jopie Bodegraven 

Acting Walks Secretary 

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY'S REPORT 

Total number of members stands at 377, of which 45 are new members 
for this year. There are 19 news subscribers. There were stacks 
and stacks of enquiries!!! 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS (Continued} 

SOCIAL SECRETARY'S REPORT 

This year we divided the organisation of activities into club night 
"doings" and other. The fortnightly events in the clubrooms have 
given some focus to the 7-9 pm weekly meeting time ( apart from walk 
bookings} and may have helped new or potential members to get 
involved in clubroom chatter. Thank you to Jopie for organising 
the many slide nights, outside speakers, as well as the very useful 
weekend walking information night (the ingenuity of one member and 
the strength of another proved illuminating to all}. 
Other actities have been varied: Maribyrnong River Cruise, yacht 
cruise, group bookings for YHA bush dances and G&S "Patience11 , as 
well as the usual complement of dinners and other eating occasions 
(wine and cheese night, BBQs and picnics, etc.). Because of the 
timetable for News and fitting in film bookings, several visits 
were arranged at short notice and advertised on the day walks and 
in the club only - so it pays to come in once in a while. 
We have tried to include some activities which would appeal to 
family groups and hope this can be continued in 1985. Not all 
members are able to take an active part in the walks programme, or 
even all the social activities. It would be good to see some social 
functions bringing together different cross sections of members who 
would not otherwise meet. 
The social sub-committee met on a monthly basis. I would like to 
thank Penny, Sandy, Mick and Bette for all their efforts, and 
various members who gave us many good ideas - too many to implement 
in 1984/85. 

- Rosemary Cotter 

VAN REPORT 

Hugh Duncan is presenting a report on the van finances in conjunction 
with his Treasurer's report, which no doubt will be set out in his 
usual detailed and informative manner. 
Members may be interested in a few comments on the van's operation 
since it became Club property in August 1984. 
Once the many and varied initial hassles were dealt with by the 
sub-committee the running of the van has become a smooth and 
unobtrusive operation. 
This happy state is largely due to the reliability, skill and 
enthusiasm of Dennis who has carried out his duties in a most 
competent and trustworthy manner and accordingly has won the 
heartfelt thanks of the sub-committee, and, I believe, of all Club 
members who have been his Sunday passengers. 
As with all vehicle operation, there will be maintenance and repair 
bills from time to time, but nothing we believe that the Club 
finances can't adequately handle. 
Once the levy situation is deter~ined and the finances stabilized 
we are confident that the van operation will become just another 
Club function similar to the production of 'l'<,.alk, the issue of News, 
the control of 'ivilky and the promotion of social events. 
We trust that this report, together with the financial report, will 
reassure those members who were genuinely concerned about Club 
ownership of the van and that they will come to share the pride of 
ownership that is now apparent in many membero of the Club. 

- Jim Hedstrom 
Tony Stapley 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS (Continued) 

WALK MAGAZINE EDITOR'S REPORT 

Walk Magazine has been published after another painful birth. I have 
written a procedure manual to assist future Editors and, consequently, 
make the publication of the magazine a more enjoyable experience. 
Yes, there was enjoyment amongst the hassles. There was the 
enjoyment of communication with many members of tle Club, the 
enjoyment of practising publication skills (selection of articles and 
photographs, editing, proof-reading and paste-up design), the 
enjoyment of communicating with the publishing industry and the 
enjoyment of seeing the finished product (the first time the Editor 
sees the photograph reproductions and the front cover). 
Regarding the problems, of which there seemed to be a never-ending 
stream, hopefully some of these will be prevented by following the 
procedure manual. Other events seem to be part of the publishing 
world and one has to live with them. I believe that dealing with a 
smaller printer may make for smoother operations. 
Is it all w,rth it? If an individual can be found who is willing to 
trade off the enjoyment against the hassles, I think the Club benefits 
by having such a publication before the public eye. (I wonder how 
many visitors learn about us through the magazine?) It is also a 
means of preserving the collective experiences of club members for 
posterity. (Is the State Library receiving a deposit copy of the 
magazine for its collection?) 
However, this annual question will have to be asked and answered and, 
in view of the present financial situation of the Club following the 
purchase of the van, I fear that the answer will be 'No'. 

- Heather Cameron 

WALK MAGAZINE BUSINESS MANAGER'S REPORT 

Walk 1985 was published by the club late 1984 under editor, Heather 
Cameron. 2000 copies of the magazine were printed. l~t 96 pages, 
this is the largest magazine the Club has published. Owing to 
increased costs the cover price rose to $3.00 per copy. 
Unfortunately, production problems marred some of the magazines but 
this problem has now been rectified. 
Reaction to Walk 1985 has been very positive, with very good sales 
being recorded. 'The Age' published a very complimentary review of 
the magazine which has no doubt influenced buyers. 
Thanks are extended to Mark Tischler for his work with advertising and 
to all those who have helped with distribution. 
It is clear that Walk magazine is an important avenue for the Club to 
promote itself and further the activity of bushwalking. All members 
should be aware of the value of Walk and help to ensure that the 
maximum exposure is given to the magazine. 
With regard to back issues of Walk, it is pleasing to report that 
Walk '84 has a deficit of less than $1000 to break even. Walk 1952(!) 
finally sold out in 1984, sorry to those who missed out. 

- Philip Taylor 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS (Continued) 

HIRE OF EQUIPMENT 

The Club has available for hire at cheap rates a few basic items of 
camping equipment ranging from day packs/weekend packs to a limited 
number of tents, sleeping bags and sleeping mats. 
The hiring of equipment at the best of times is small but could be 
said to perform a useful service with the demand appearing to vary 
from season to season. 
The last few years there has been a lack of interest in weekend 
walking with a marked effect on the hiring of weekend packs, tents 
anp sleeping bags. 
It is felt that if the Club wishes to continue this useful service 
as a part of its aims to promote walking generally and particularly 
weekend walks/camping etc., serious thought will need to be given to 
the replacement of most of this equipment which is considered to be 
ancient, of poor quality and unsafe! 
(A full inventory and comments have been subnitted to the Committee 
for consideration.) 
Listed below are the monies collected from hiring of equipment since 
I have been Equipment Officer. 

1982-83 
1983-84 
1984-85 

Equipment 
Hire 

$178.00 
$142.00 

_ Neil G. Priestley 

NEWS EDITOR'S REPORT 

Mew E~ipment 
/Repairs 

$99.00 
$60.00 

Thanks to all those people who sent in their News copy before the 
deadline and made it possible for me to continue my bushwalking and 
skiing as well as typing News. Apologies to those whose articles had 
to be held over to the following month because I typed and delivered 
the stencils by the Thursday following the Wednesday deadline. 
Thanks also to everyone who sent in trip reports - they make 
interesting reading, especially for those who were on the walk. 
Please let us have lots of them in 1985 - day walks as well as 
overnight walks. 

_ Merilyn Whimpey 

WILKINSON LODGE REPORT 

As reported in the Dec. News, the National Parks Service have fitted their own 
lock to the barrier. Vehicle access will now only be allowed for official 
working bees. Wilky users, including those taking in winter supplies, will 
have to leave cars at the barrier. This means a walk in of no more than 15 mins. 

No other communication has been received from the National Parks Service. 

A new procedure for booking for winter trips will be tried this year. Details 
in this edition News. 

Use of Wilky by members and visitors continued at about the same level as last 
year. 

- Rod Mattingley 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS (continued) 

TREASURERS REPORT (CONT.) 

ANALYSIS OF VAN COSTS (SEP 84 - JAN 85) 

INITIAL COSTS 

Van Purchase 
Driver's Expenses 
Advertising 
Tyres (2) 
Bru~hes 
~ransf,= of Registration 
Initial Repairs 

13,500.00 
43.20 
21.00 

390.00 
45.18 

399.00 
918.09 

$15,316.47 

=- ---== 
P.imN!lJG COSTS 

Petrol (4 months) 

STANDING COSTS 

Registration 
Insurance 
RACV Membership 
Garaging (30 weeks) 

Less Registrarion Refund 

Drivin~ & Regular Maintenance (4 months) 

INCOME 

Walk Fees (Sep-Jan) 

REVISED BUDGET B~SED ON FIVE MOliTHS OPERATION 

$/month 

Registration 
Insurance 
RACV ?-1ember:;hip 
Garaging 
Petrol 
Dri7ir.~ & Maintenance 
Repairs 

Inco.ile 

Excci::s a·.rai~.;.;.!::le to pay 
off overd~aft 

39 
58 

3 
43 

223 
324 

83 
773 

1,178 

$ 405 
===== 

1,113.15 
691.22 

40.00 
300.00 

2,144.37 

642.05 

$1,502.32 
== -= 

890.63 
1,294.60 

$2,185.23 
a:::a======-

$5,887.50 

=---------

.n rn.".'nthl'.! p;:yrnent of $405 will pay off a principal of $15,316.47 at 13.51 interest 
in ~ust over four years. 

:'he be~a,•iour of the Club's accounts over the past year is summarised in the 
three t~bles accor..panying this report. The general club account has shown a large 
lo~z due to steep increas~s in t:1e cost of New printing and postage, insurance~ 
a~::1 ch'.b:::ocm rent. If this account is to balance next year without subsidy from 
our ot.,er activities, a larger than usual increase in membership fees will be 
required. 

The purchase of our van and servicing of the resulting overdraft appear to be 
running s~oothly. If the first five months of operation are typical of the 
future, we can expact to completely recover our capital outlay and interest in a 
little over fo~r ye?.rs. 

- Hugh Duncan 
Treasurer 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS (continued) 

TREASURERS REPORT (CONT.) 

STATEMENT OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES AS AT 31/1/1985 

ASSETS 

Receipts relating to the accounting period not received 
and not included in cash receipts -

Payments relating to future accounting periods made and 
included in cash payaments -

Items owned, with estimated market value -

Bedford Van 
Slide Projector 
Typewriter 
Duplicator 
News Postage account, Paper & stencils 
Letterhead Paper & Envelopes 
Walking Equipment for Hire 
Map Library (300 maps@ 50¢ ea.) 
Wilkinson Lodge -

* Building 
Equipment & Supplies 

Walk Magazine Stocks -
1985 (1,800@ $2.00 ea. - wholesale price) 
1984 ( 840@ $1.25 ea. - 50\ cover price) 
Older (4000@ 10¢ ea. - Nominal) 

Total Assets 

LIABILITIES 

Payments relating to accounting period not made and 
not included in cash payments -

Walk 1985 printing 
Clubn>om Rent - Jan. 
Driving - Jan. 
Petrol - Jan. 

Receipts relating to future accounting periods received 
and included in cash receipts -

Bank overdraft 

Total Liabilities 

* Zero resale value due to location in National Park. 

SECRETARY'S REPORT 

13,500.00 
270.00 
90.00 
50.00 

250.00 
10.00 

140.00 
150.00 

nil 
200.00 

3,600.00 
1,050.00 

400.00 

3,500.00 
112.00 
300.00 
200.00 

nil 

nil 

19,710.00 

$19,710.00 
••======== 

4,112.00 

nil 

4,419.03 

$ 8,531.03 
-====--==• 

Minutes have been kept for 12 col'llllittee meetings held usually on the first Monday 
in each month. With incorporation the Club holds only two general meetings each 
year - the A.G.M. in February and the half-yearly general meeting held September. 

The Club receives various Newsletters from other bushwalking clubs throughout 
Australia and is affiliated with different organisations with similar interests 
to our own, i.e. bushwalking, skiing & conservation. 

The main event of this year was the Club's purchase of the Van. Our thanks to 
Jim Hedstrom and Tony Stapley for handling the "van's" affairs with aplanb. Day 
walk fees have been increased to $9 as a flat rate. 

Through the year a survey was held on the decline in nwnbers of weekend walklr~d 
Sandra Bardwell gave a vory good write up for Walk 85 in the Age. 

_ Robyn Andersson (Secretary) 



THE 

LETTERS 

P R O P O S E D LEVY 

CASE AGAINST A VAN LEVY 

There has been some suggestion of a levy on each Club member to pay 
off the van quickly. I strongly urge all Club members to reject 
this idea for two important reasons: 

1. It is totally unnecessary. 
With reasonable attendances on van trips we will hr.1ve the van paid 
off in two to four years using the user pays principle, the fairest 
method by far. The V?.n should last many years and if we paid it off 
too suddenly we would either have to reduce fares to a ridiculously 
low level or start making a huge and embarassing profit. 

2. It would cause a schism in the Club. 

Many would not want to pay, some ~roul<l resign at the ridiculousness 
and insult of being told to pay. Some would simply ignore it. A 
levy is net enforceable, would cause division and ill feeling and 
seriously harm the Clubo 
Please don't support an idea that could be damaging to the Club when 
there is~ ~ensible repayment method that is based on sound business 
principles, ioe. paying off the overdraft loan over a two to four year 
period using van fares. This is the method we are using at present, 
it is working well and we should let it continue. 

_ Jopie Bodegraven 

* * * * * * 
I read with interest the continuing debate over the van finance. 

As far as I can determine (primarily Jim Hedstrorn's November "News" 
summary) the nominal cos~ of the van is around $15,000, on which only 
$5,000 is in the form of a floating loan from the bank. The interest 
bill is less than $15 per week and is equivalent to l½ extra bums 
(on the van seat that is) per week. It is also probably only of the 
order of the extra fuel bill if Dennis gets a bad run of red lights 
leaving the cityo 

In effect the difference of $10,000 ($15,000 - $5,000) represents 
the accumulated club assets of about $30 per member. So we already 
each have $30 invested in the van. It is expected (apologies, Hugh) 
that the $15,000 cost of tre vnn will be completely amortised over 
the next three or so ~,rearso That being so, then the current $5,000 
debt should go into the blc.ck over the next 1-1½ years. 
One advantage of the recent club incorporation is that we (the Club) 
can now "own" things c1.nd borrow/lease money/equipment to suit our 
needs. To this end we will doubtless, in the future, make additional 
use of the flexible conditions Jim negotiated with the bank. 

To charge a further levy on members would result in the club being 
overcapitalised (for a non-profit making organisation) and, worse, be 
very divisive among the current and,potential members. 

- Graeme Thornton. 

* * * 



LETTERS (Continued) 

I support both Merilyn and Sandy's letters of last month. There are 
a number of ways in which money could be raised towards paying off 
the van, and without too much additional effort. E.g. -
1) Add $1-$2 as a levy for selected social events. Depending on 

numbers attending function, we could issue numbered tickets, 
one ticket holder winning a small prize and the balance of 
monies being paid towards the van. 

2) Special fund raising activities could be organised: raffles, 
length of string in a jar, weight of a pack, etc. More ideas 
welcome here. 

3) Providing tea/coffee/herbal concoctions each Wednesday and 
charging 10c-20c per cup, or alternatively charge a 10c or 20c 
entrance fee on Wednesday evenings (viz. the YF.A Monday club 
night 50c). 

?'lost functions are run on a bree.k even basis, any money made 
defraying the cost of buying prizes or hire of equipment, etc. 
The only exception in 1984 was charging an additional $1 per head 
at the annual dinner (total profit $70). 

- Rosemary Cotter 

COMMITTEE NOTES 

MEET INN G 4 FEBRUARY 

Correspondence 
1. Letter from R. Caldow offering various items of bushwalking/skitouring 

equipment for sale. 

2. Copy of Draft State Conservation Strategy. 

3. Letter from student at Nagle College1 Bairnsdale seeking information about 
the club for a school project. (We have had several letters from students 
at this college. Would someone like to draw up a standard information 
sheet for them? 

Treasurer 
Balance as at end January $4,500 (credit) - estimate only as no statement 
received yet. 
State Banlt accounts now closed. 

Bills for payment: 

Walks Secretary (actin2> 
November 1984 

December 1984 

Gestetner 
Wilderness Society - renewal 
Van - Painting 

$141.90 
25.00 
90.00 

300.00 
300.00 

Dennis 
Wilky - wood supply 

$856.90 ======= 

Members 178 Weekend 90 
Viijitors 46 224 Day 134 

Members 104 Weekend 37 
Visitors 43 147 Day 110 

Total Income 
$959.50 

Total Income 
$892.50 

Winter program will be compiled during February - offers and suggestions 
to Jopie. 

Wilky 
A truckload of wood (3 cords) is to be delivered for the March long weekend 
work party. Unfortunately, briquettes are only available in large bags, 
which is difficult to handle and store. Winter parties will thus have to 
bring in their own as in previous years. 

PropOsed booking procedures for winter 1985 were discussed and are published 
elsewhere in this issue. 
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COMMITTE No TE s (cont.) MEETING 4th February, 1985 

Transport 
Everything running smoothly. Jack Baxter's phone numbers have been painted 
over. 

Equipment 
Neil presented a summary of the present hire equipment and its utilisation. 
Much of the equipment is unsuited for use in adverse conditions. The 
issue of and continuation of the hire facility and expenditure required is 
to be deferred for consideration of the incoming committee. 

Neil/Phil 
Duty Roster 

Feb. 13 
20 
27 

Mar 6 

Mike/Penny 
Rod/Rosemary (A.G.M.) 
Phil/Mick 

Next Committee meeting (first meeting of new Committee) 
4th March 

General Business 
It is clear that subscriptions will have to be increased to cover 
substantial increases in administrative costs over the past year, 
particularly clubroom rental and costs of "News". 

NEW BOOKING PROCEDURE FOR WILKY 

After some disat.isfaction was expressed with the booking procedures for winter 
trips last year, it has been decided to try a new system this year. 

The system is based on having an organiser or a leader for each week. The 
organiser will be expected to have been to Wilky at least once before in winter, 
and will be responsible for tho taking in of briquettes, cleaning up the lodge 
and looking e.ft~r the kE'!ys. 

A list will be posted on the 
third Wednesday in February. 
be confirmed if they are the 
one name on the list for one 

booking board for winter trip organisers on the 
On the 3rd Wednesday in March, the organisers will 

only one for that week. Where there is more than 
weP.k, b1e Lodge Manager will select one. 

The list showing the winter trip organisers will remain on the booking board. 
Anyone wishing to go on a winter trip must contact the organiser for the week 
concerned, and pay a ciepos.i.t of $10 to secure their place. 

The organiser will be able to rofuse any application on the following grounds: 

1) if she/he thinks that the person will not fit in with the rest of the group. 
2) if they alrendy have a full list i.e. at least 8 people. 
3) if they consider that the person is not a sufficiently competent skier. 
4) if the person concerned has medical problems that could endanger the person 

or the group's safety. 

The organisers should keep a waiting list if necessary. Any disputes arising 
from the above to be referred to tho club executive. Those who have been on 
recent working bees will have priority over others, and members will have 
priority over non-members if a conflict arises in selection of organisers or 
party members. 

All those wishing to go to Wilky in winter must have done some skiing with a 
pack beforehand, and are reir.inded that when the weather is bad on the high plains 
it can be atrocious a;·1d they must be prepared for a slow and hard trip in or out. 

_ Rod Mattingley - tooge Manager. 
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