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Correspondence should be directed to:

The Secretary, 
Melbourne Bushwalkers, 
Box 1751Q, G.P.O., 
MELBOURNE. 3001. 

Meetings are held in the clubrooms, 377 Little Bourke Street, 
entrance from Racing Club Lane, every Wednesday night 7-9 pm. 
Visitors are always welcome. 

SOCIAL COLUMN 

Saturday 1st June 

WINE TASTING at Ingrid Hedberg's 

Be on time - Champagne opened at 7.30! 

---000---

Saturday 6th July 

MID YEAR DINNER - ARABIAN STYLE 

---000---

Sunday 14th July 

SHERBROOK EQUESTRIAN CENTRE 

Supervised Trail Rides - Time to get the riding 
boots and. breeches out for the leafy lanes of the 
Emerald area. Ride lasts 2 hours and supervision 
will be available for beginners. Experienced 
riders will appreciate a well organised stint in 
the saddle. See you there!! 

Time 10 am 
Place Sherbrook Equestrian Centre, 

Cnr. Magpie & Wellington Rd., 
Clematis 

Cost $15.00 for 2 hours 

FOLLOWED BY B-B-Q in Bob's Park which is close by. 
B.Y.o. food, drink etc. B-B-Qs provided 
(wood) 

Book with Tracy or Caroline Strickland 
Full Price Deposit please. 

---000---

in clubrooms. 

Things to look forward to in August -

Yum Cha at the King Wah Restaurant, Lonsdale Street, 
and another visit to the stars. Keep you posted. 

- Tracy. 

Anybody got any bright ideas for social events? Something you've 
always wanted to do but needed a crowd? Please tell Tracy. 

The PRE-CHRISTMAS DINNER is planned this year to be at the Cuckoo 
Restaurant, Olinda. However, some people have said they would prefer 
to go the i'otters• Restaurant again. What do you think? Let Tracy 
have your opinion. 

Mick Mann still has a few tickets left for the YHA BUSH DANCE on 
Friday May 31, 8 pm - 1.30 am, at South Melbourne Town Hall, at the 
bargain price of $5.00. It was a ripper night last year. 



DAY WA}, ii. ~ 

F 1.985 

-June 2 GELI,IBRAND '.ULT, KATIONAL PARK - DEEP CREEK 
f ,EADER ART TERRY 
TRAfTSPORT VAN FRmi BATY.LAN AVENUE, 9.00am 
F.XPECTED TI~rn OF RETURN 6pm 
APPROX. DISTANCE 16km 
HAP REFERENCE r!.EL·-:AYS ''iAPS 177, 178 c. 4 

An easy, interesting and pretty walk e·.abracing open red gum grazing 
country, the setting of' GelJ.ibrand State Park. The ,Jliddle reaches of 
l!1aribyrnong Riv-er (Deep Creek) are traversed for several ~,iiles. 

JUNE 9 BASS HILL - Al'IDERSON T-IL. L ( 2 walks) EASY & MEDIUM 

LEADERS TRACY GUEST & IAN NEWBOLD 
TRANSPORT VAN FROM BATMAN AVENUE, 9.00am 
For detaila of thes.e walks see leaders in the alubrooma. 

J'UNE 10 ( ?,10N. ) ·aEALESVIJ LE: YARRA YARRA & WATTS RIVERS 

LEADER ATHOL SCHAFER 
TRANSPORT TRAIN FROM FLINDERS STREET - 1.0.26 am 

AND BUS FROE ILYDALE - 11.40am 
EXPECTED irnrn OF RETURN 7pm 
.APPROX. DISTANCE 14km 

EASX 

Our c2.ub has not walked t"'his ar-ea f'or many a long year, so it will. 
be a new walk for most members. After leaving the meanders of the 
:r.iver in its floocl plain, we will climb up to the We.stern Divide of' 
the Chwn Creek Valley, returning via back ra-ads and pBl"ks. 

JUNE 16 

LEADERS 

MT. GISBORNE - }:iT. BULLEN'f:AROOK 
(2 walks) 

F..ASY & MEDIUM 

GRAHAM HARDING (EASY} 

GERRY KOTTEK (MEDIUM} 

- Phone 266-4222 (not as on 
Walks Programme) 

- Phone 878-2843 

TRANSPORT VAN FROM BATlf.AN AVEl\TUE, 9.00am 
EXPECTED Tnm OF RETURN 7. OOpm 
MAP REFERENCE TOOLERN VALE 1:25,000; BULLENGAROOK 1:25,000 

Both the eaey and mediUill walks start and finish at the same place. 
In between though there is a great difference. The eaey walk 
£allows tracks through an open forest which is dry and Ver!Y pl.easant. 
It does have one section of'f tracks, but this is. very pleasant 
through the open f'orest and up to i:it. BuJ.lengarook. '.rhe wal.k has a 
couple of' climbs and decenta but they are OK. 

The medium walk follows very f'ew tracks. The scrub in the forest is 
fairly open. There are two long steep climbs and two steepish 
de-cents which make this a MEDIUM walk. So be warned. If in doubt 
aek the leader BEFORE booking .. 

Both walks start on farmland, travel through forest, and end on farm
land. Highlights include great view.a from both Et. Gisborne and 
Mt. Bullengarook, lovely forest walking, and Roeellas. Water :r,msT be 
carried aince none is encountered on either walk. 

,fUNE 23 EASY & MEDIUM 
LEADERS 

FY.ANSFORD - BATESFORD (2 walks) 
FRAN CHRISTIE & TED LAWTON 

For details of these walks see the leaders in the clubrooms. 

'iVALKERS - PLI'ASE NOTE 
.AJ1TYO!rn WISiUNG TO BE PICKED UP BY THE VA'.: E!'T ROUTE TO A 
'L\L;~ OT.?. DRo·~p-:-:·:-; OF'.i' m:r T'-IE RETURN TRIP.• -,:UST ARRANGE IT 
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DAY WALKS (Continued) 

JUNE 29 (SI\T.) DANDENONGS EXPLORER WALK - EASY 
CHURCHILL NATIONAL PARK 

LEADER DOUG POCOCK 
EXPECTED TIME OF RETURN EARLY 
MAP REFERENCE MELWAYS 82 OR LYSTERFIELD 1:25,000 
APPROX. DISTANCE 8 km 

A very easy walk - the area where the Dandenong Ranges almost 
becomes Dandenong. There has been extensive weed removal since I 
was last in the area, with quite a bit of re-vegetation. I was 
surprised by the bird life, Eastern Yellow Robins, Bell Miners, 
White Eared Honey Eaters, etc. We even saw a small flock of Clean 
Shaven Mormon Missionaries - rather unusual so far from the 
suburbs!! If the weather is lousy we will have lunch at the start 
(in the picnic shelter). Meet at 12.30 at the first car park on 
the right after entering the main gate off Churchill Park Drive. 
Would drivers passing near Glen Waverley station please let me know 
so lifts can be organised for train travellers reaching Glen 
Waverley at 12.00. 

_JUNE__.., _____ 3 ___ 0._ _____ Sl:NATOF. IUM LJI.KE - .MT. TO'·•lRONG -
CHEF-OKEF. _-MT, CHARI..iE C 2 walks)-

LEADERS STE PH EN COURTNEY (MEDIUM) 
PETER LENCH (EASY) 
VAN FkOM BATMAN AVENUE, 9.00 am 

OF RETURN 7.30 pm 

EASY & MEDIUM 

TRANSPORT 
EXPECTED TIME 
MAP REFERENCE VICMAPS 1:25,000 Woodend, Macedon & Riddell's Ck. 

FORESTS COMMISSION 1:35,000 Macedon Forest Park 
APPROX. DISTANCE 15-20 km 

This walk offers a mixture of exotic and native trees, by a small 
tranquil lake and ai:oongst the walking tracks in the fo~est park. 
The forests of Mount Macedon and across to Mount Charlie are unusual 
and v~ried - snow gums, messmate, stringybark, mountain ash1 and as 
well a large range of introduced trees which give you a magnificent 
display of autumn foliage from May to June. On the lower slopes 
there are lush fern gullies, with a large variety of wildflowers, 
ferns and other native plants. Because of the large range of 
habitats within the area, there are many native animals in the 
forest, including koalas, grey kangaroos and black wallabies, and 
spectacular native birds. 
The medium walk starts from Lions Head Road, across to Mount Towrong, 
following walking tracks through the forest, then after lunch we will 
continue across to Mount Charlie. 

The easier walk will start from Barringo Road, across to Cherokee 
and finishing below Mount Charlie. 

If time permits we may finish the day with Devonshire teas. So come 
along for an enjoyable day's walk in a peaceful bush setting. 

With the aid of 'News', our Walk editor has found himself a new 
home. His new address is 34 Macgowan Avenue, Glenhuntly, 3163, 
phone 578 0448 (H). The work phone no. is unchanged (611 3402). 
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WEEKEND WALKS 

J U N E 1 9 8 5 

JUNE 7-10 HATTAH LAKES NATIONAL PARK Easy & Easy/Medium 

LEADERS 

TRANSPORT 

DAVID GIBSON {EASY) 
KEITH WHITE {EASY/MEDIUM) 
PRIVATE 

EXI ECTED Tl?J'..E 
MAP REFERENCE 
APPROX. DISTANCE 

OF RETURN 7-8.00 pm IN MELBOURNE 
THE KULKYNE LAKES SYSTEM - ALGONA 
EASY - AS REQUIRED 
MEDIUM - 40-45 km 

The Easy walk will involve pleasant day or half day walks in open 
country. Details will be decided after meeting at the camping 
ground and discussion of what the participants would like to do. 

Medium walk: The H~ttah Lakes National Park is one of my favourite 
walking areas, particularly in early winter when it can usually be 
relied on for fine, warmish days (and cold nights). 

Walking is generally easy, across flat to undulating country with a 
diversity of land forms - flood plains of the Murray River and 
Chalka Creek, sand dunes and mallee which provide the habitat of the 
kangaroo (much publicised) and a wide variety of birds. 

I plan to start walking on Saturday morning from the camping ground 
at Hattah Lake, heading across country to the Murray River -for 
Saturday camp. We will move further north along the Murray on 
Sunday, then return across country to arrive back at Hattah Lake 
around 1 pm on Monday, allowing an early start to the longish drive 
to Melbourne. 

JUNE 21-23 MARYSVILLE DEGENERA.TE WEEKEND 
- MOUNTAIN LODGE 

BLUDGE 

Come and enjoy a weekend of degeneracy. The food is marvellous, the 
Lodge is comfortable. The new tennis courts are now available BUT 
bring proper tennis shoes, your own bats and balls. Also table 
tennis table, snooker table. For those wanting to play games in the 
evening, bring your Scrabble, Trivial Fursuit, Monopoly, etc. etc. 

You may go to Lake Mountain to ski if there is snow, you may join in 
walking parties, you may go and play golf, or go horseriding, or you 
may stay all day in the Lodge in front of the fire with a good book 
or your knitting. 

Arrival time is after dinner on Friday evening (supper is provided). 
Departure is after lunch on Sunday. 

If you wish to have dinner on Friday evening in the Lodge, please 
contact Graham or Marijke. If enough people are interested, 
Suzette will provide dinner at an extra cost (minimum of 10 people). 

Cost for the weekend $60.00 ($10.00 per room extra for private 
facilities). 
Phone Graham or Marijke Mascas 25 6940 for late bookings. 

WALKS SECRETARY SKIPS COUNTRY 

The walks secretary has fled Australia. He was last seen boarding a 
plane for Tokyo carrying a red travel pack with an Australian flag 
emblazoned upon it. It is not known how much of club funds have 
left th~ country with him. Interpol is investiga~ing. It is 
rumoured that he will be forced to return to Australia about late 
August, at which time he will be intensely interrogated regarding 
his dubious activities overseas. If he is allowed back in, he will 
resume his walks secretaryship and continue same until the expected 
coup in February 1986-

(Continued) 
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WALKS SECRETARY SKIPS COUNTRY {Continued) 

Two stand-ins have been conscripted for the period of his absence. 
We hope they do not also flee in great haste with accompanying 
question mark hanging over their activities. They are 

May 14 - July 10 Sylvia Wilson 
July 10 - late August Phil Larkin 

Kindly direct walk reports, queries, pending disasters, etc. to 
them. Also hassle them if they don't keep the trips board up to 
date or distribute walks preview forms. 

- ANONYMOUS 

WALK 1986 - CONTRIBUTIONS WANTED 

I'm looking right now for articles and track notes for our '86 issue, 
due out for Christmas gift-giving this year. 
Articles could be about 1000-1500 words in length and must be 
consistent with the general theme of Walk - i.e. 'to enhance 
people's appreciation of the natural world and to encourage 
bushwalking as a healthy and enjoyable recreation'. 

I am particularly interested in articles which focus on Victoria, 
as I have already been promised a fair quota of interstate and 
overseas material. If you have submitted an article in the past 
which hasn't been used due to lack of space, please don't hesitate 
to resul::mit for '86 if it is still topical. 
Ideally, articles should be accompanied by good photographs 
suitable for black and white reproduction {we will convert from 
colour if necessary)o Line drawings and cartoons will also be 
considered. 
Track notes should concentrate on Victorian areas and be accompanied 
by photos and sketch maps {we will arrange artwork). I am 
particularly interested in notes on the Powelltown and Bogong areas. 
If you'd like to discuss your ideas with me, phone 578 0448 (home) 
or 611 3402 (work). But honestly, I'd prefer to see your 
contributions. 

- Noel Tolley 
Editor, 'Walk 1986' 

COMMITTEE NOTES 
MEETING 6 MAY 1985 

Correspondence 
Letters from: 

PLEASE NOTE: 

K. Frazer (New Zealand) re books left on van 
G. Matenson - resignation due to ill health 
Merle Halls - thanks for Honorary Membership 
Australia Post - re training courses available 
Dennis Barson - asking that -
1) people refrain from putting feet on seats 

in van7 
2) walk participants do not ring him at home to 

arrange pick up along van route. 
Anyone wishing to be picked up by the van en 
route to or from a walk must arrange it with the 
leader at the time of booking. Do !IQ! ring Dennis. 
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COMMITTEE NOTES (Continued) 

Treasurer 
Balance as at l May 1985 
(Temporary Credit balance!) 
Bills for payment: 

'Walk 85' printing 
'News' printing supplies 
Maps 
Petrol for van 
Dennis Barson - driving 
Garaging for van 
Van repairs, fitting of armrests 
Refund of overpaid walk charges 

Walks Secretary 
March 1985 Day walkers 

Weekend walkers 

Income 

256 
29 

285 

$299.09 

$2992.50 
130.36 
40.50 

566.37 
300.00 
100.00 
350.21 

34.00 

$4513.94 

Members 209 
Visitors 76 

$1548.00 

PAGE 7 

Leaders Please Note: Visitors Fee ($1 per walk) is chargeable 
for all walks, whether by private transport, van o~ train. 

Member§bip 

Maps 

Only 199 renewals so far. 
Absentee membership was granted to Stan and Verle-Ann Attwood 
on their request~ 
Note that Absentee Membership expires at the next Annual 
General Meeting. 

Map library users - please put maps back in correct place. 

Federation 
All clubs have to nominate a person to become a member of 
Federation itself (recently Incorporated). 

Australian Conservation Foundation 

Duty 

Next 

Requested access to members for membership promotion - three 
alternatives offered. We will not give out our membership list, 
so will advise i,CF that an enclosure can be included with 'News', 
subject to requirements of postal registration. 

Roster 
May 15 Noel/Phil 

22 Tracy/Phil 
29 Neil/Noel 

June 5 Hugh/Leonie 

Committee Meeting 
3rd June 
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From Geoffrey M. Matenson 

The President & Committee 
Melbourne Bushwalkers. 

THE NEWS. MAY lS85 

L E T T E R S 

It is with great regret that I feel I have to resign from the 
Bushwalkers. I have only been able to go out once in the past 
three years and I think, with getting older, and having had a 
coronary bypass operation, I could no longer contemplate the walks, 
the length and pace required, on your programmes. The day walks are 
becoming rather expensive, too, and now that I have retired and no 
longer have the benefit of an indexed salary, cost is quite a factor. 
I would like to thank most sincerely all those leaders and walks 
planners whose efforts I have so enjoyed since I joined the Busbies 
in 1975, and I wish you all Alles gut, and good walking in the 
future. Anyway I can always come as a visitor if I feel able, 
can't I. 

From Phil Waring, Honft Sec., Federation of Victorian Walking Clubs 
Further to the article "An Escalating Problem" by Barry Short in 
your April 1985 edition, your readers may be interested to know 
that the Federation wrote to the National Parks Service about thefts 
from cars at Oberon Saddleo We protested about several occurrences 
and asked what they were intending to do about it. Although we 
never received a reply, it is understood that some 'local' villains 
have been apprehended and charged - persons other than the 'two men 
in Cowes', that is. 
The method of leaving your car unlocked when parked in the bush 
certainly has nerit, providGd it is irrunobilised in some way and does 
not contain anything of value. 

s n.1'.dk..Y. 
(§~}: TOURn~G ASSOCIATION OF VICTORIA) 

Many members of this club are keen ski tourers and there are others 
who are interested in learning to ski. Melbourne Busbies do have 
quite a few skiing tours on the program this year, and there are 
also S.T.A.V. Instruction Courses for beginners and those of 
intermediate level, in snow ca~ping and for those wishing to become 
ski tour leaders. 
S.T.A.V., together with the Victorian Ski Association, also runs the 
week long Ski Camps at Bowman's Gap. 
The objectives of the Ski Touring Association of Victoria are: 
1. To represent ski tourers in Victoria in matters affecting their 

interests 
2. To encourage safe ski touring as a recreation 
3. To actively campaign to have suitable snow country and 

environment available for ski touring with appropriate access. 
In its attempts to meet these objectives, S.T.A.V. offers members: 

MONTHLY MEETINGS from May to October with 
• information about ski touring areas, equipment, clothing, 

technique, safety, snow camping, conservation issues and 
other associated topics 

• guest speakers 
• displays 
• films 
• slide shows 

and• the opportunity to socialise with other ski tourers. 
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S.T.A.V. (Continued) 

A REGULAR NE'{IJSLETTER with information and topical articles about 
• the latest ski touring equipment and clothing 

up-to-date information about the latest conservation issues 
relating to ski touring areas 

• technique tips 
• ski touring areas, safety, snow camping~ book reviews, and 
• other matters related to ski touring 

others' ski touring experiences 
with• members' contributions 

• the meetings' schedule 
• details about other activities the association is involved in 

(These are displayed on the Notice Board in the clubrooms.) 

AN INSTRUCTION PROGRAM including 
• courses for the beginner, intermediate and advanced ski tourer 
• sk.i touring and snow camping instruction 
• proficiency testing 
in several different ski touring areas. 

AND.OTHER ACTIVITIES such as 
ft discount buying nights 
• a photographic competition 
• lobbying to maintain Australia's limited ski touring areas 

For members of Melbourne Bushwalkers (an affiliated club} 
membership of s.T.A.V. is $12800. 

S.T.A.V. has produced a publication 'An Introduction to Ski Touring' 
which is a useful resource for beginners and reference for more 
experienced skiers. This is available for $1.00, which contributes 
to its production. 

Information pamphlets will be available soon. These are about 
Ski Areas, Equipment and Clothing1 Snow Camping, Safety and WeatherJ 
First Aid and Hypothermia; Conservation, Minimum Impact and 
Environmental Awarenessr Ski Touring Clubs, Their Contacts, 
Organisation and hctivities: s.T.A.V. and How it Fits into 
Associated Groups. 

The Ski Touring J:~ssociation' s J.nnual General Meeting was Held on 
Wednesday 8th May, and future meetings will be held on the first 
Monday of the month, up until and including October. These will be 
held at 'VICSPORT 1 Olympic Fark Administrative Building, swan Street. 

S.T.A.V. COURSES FOR 1985 are: 

No.. Date Course Description 

l July 7 Lake Mountain Ski Classes Beginner 
Intermediate 

Price 

$15 

2 July 13/14 Lake Mountain Ski Classes Beginner $15/day 
Intermediate 

3 July 20/21 Mt. Hotham Cross Country Downhill - $100 
Advanced 
* Australia's top instructors (Wilderness 

Expeditions) 
* Luxury lodge accommodation included 
* A.SoF. 2nd class proficiency pre-requisite 

4 July 27/28 Mt. St Gwinear Ski Classes - Intermediate $30 
* Accommodation available at extra cost 

5 Aug. 3/4 Mt. Buffalo Ski Classes - Intermediate $30 
Beginner 

* AccoIIUl\Odation available at extra cost 

6 Aug. 10/11 Mt. St Gwinear Ski Touring Skills $40 
Intermediate 
* Introduction to snow camping 

(Continued) 
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S.T,A.V. (Continued) 

!Q. ~ Course Descri12tion 
7 Aug. 10/11 Falls Creek Ski Tutor Course 

* Ski teaching methodology - intermediate 
* Designed for ski tour leaders 

8 Aug. 17/18 Mt. Stirling Ski Classes - Intermediate 
9 Aug. 24/25 Snowy Plains Ski Classes - Beginner 

- Intermediate 
- Children 

* Wilderness Wonder Citizen Race 
* Below snowline camping 

10 Aug. 31 Falls Creek 
Ski Classes - Proficiency Testing 
* Accommodation available at extra cost 

Price 

$30 

$30 
$30 
$60 

(family) 

$15 

All courses open for bookings at the A.G.M. at VICSPORT, Olympic 
Park Administration Building, Swan Street, Melbourne, on Wednesday 
May 8 at 8.00 pm. 

Application forms are available at meetings and from S.T.A.V. 
P.O. Box 20A, Melbourne, 3001. 
BOWMAN'S GAP COURSES are: 
July 28 - August 4 Nordic beginners 

August 4-11 
August 11-18 

August 18-25 
August 25 - Sept. 
September 1-6 

l 

Nordic skills improvement 
Snow safety and leadership 
Nordic beginners 
Nordic beginners 
Cross country downhill 
Nordic beginners 
Nordic campout 
Nordic beginners 
Nordic skills improvement 

Cost for these courses is $330, all inclusive. For further details 
contact v.s.A. - 699 4655. 

- Sandra Mutimer 

EASTER AND A BIT 1985 

About two days out from Melbourne the awful truth dawned that 
instead of being in the company of eleven delightful fellows here 
instead was a bunch of complete degenerates. If I told you, gentle 
reader, of one of large stature who, clad only in his indecent 
Speedos and decrepit runners, walked into a hut full of nuns, I 
doubt you'd beliP.ve me. Or another stating categorically that yes, 
sex was more important than Pritikin diets or even waterfalls. And 
basic, you've no idea. Our colonial visitor added to the common 
vocabulary a word which can be roughly translated into the 
Japanese: Ah Soc (Mind you, this was a particularly valuable piece 
of information for our intrepid leader's forthcoming visit to that 
country.) And the noel (which is a cross between a gnome and a 
troll and lives in interesting looking trees) confessing to letting 
rip with some basic sound while bending down to pack his pack which 
scattered feathers and down in all directions, having slayed two 
passing bush turkeys. (All right, I will admit I can't vouch for 
this as I wasn't actually there (thank goodness) and I do like to 
authenticate my remarks despite what the Monash sceptic thinks.) 
Yes, there were some other ladies present, one of a Social 
inclination and the other of superlative fame. We tried to raise 
the tone of the proceedings. We failed, utterly. 

(Continued) 
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EASTER AND A BIT 1985 {Continued) 

Let me tell you about the trip. It was absolutely magnificent. We 
covered eight National Parks in our 15 days in northern N.s.w. and 
southern Queensland. We cid mighty feats in walking up mountains 
and ridges and pyramids along tracks and thousands of feet down 
the mighty Dandahia Creek (north arm) rock hopping, where several of 
us had moments of truth. 

And the waterfalls, so many, so varied and so beautiful. We 
absorbed the sights and sounds from the front, from beside them, 
even from behind them, and often from under them too. The sub 
tropical rainforests were new to many. Here we walked on cut tracks, 
bushbashing (or falling off the track) being most painful. We 
looked from lookouts and had the world at our feet. 

Perhaps most beautiful of all was Girraween National Park, with vast 
areas of smooth rock, cypress trees and a scarcity of growth that 
made it almost like a Japanese garden. And Mt. Barney where we were 
all psyched up to do this most desperate climb which wasn't an epic 
at all, but was a good day. 

The Melbourne Busbies flag was seen to be flying (metaphorically) 
when four of our stalwarts went out on a nocturnal search for a 
small schoolboy lost in the Warrumbungles. The small boy was found 
at first light next morning none the worse, and it says something 
for the calibre of those fellows who got back at 3 a.m., were up 
again at 7 aoma and stil.1- did a full day's walk. Jopie, Mark T., 
Gerry and John - we're p~oud of youn 

We won't forget the leec;_1es with the G.T. stripes or the stinging 
trees but as the memory ")f the pain fades the dawns from Lamington 
remain and so many other incredible memories, not least that of the 
riotous company. Or as the Superlatives lady said: 'If nothing 
else I shall remember tr·.e trip for the sounds, those personal sound 
effects, the rending of tent zips throughout the night from those 
with ineffective bladde:cs and the great guffaws of laughter'. 

Jopie, your organisatio:1 was fa1..~ltless and your guiding and 
leadership qualities, although constantly under attack, were in fact 
the greatest. It was °i.l'1C most fantastic trip. 

Thank you. - Anon. (Guess!) 

WILKINSON LODGE 

Life is full of surpr:.ses~ •rake a sL-nple trip to Wilky for example. 
Fair enough to find a vapouriser on a Tilley lamp was loose so that 
kero poured out of the lamp. Also to find the water supply part 
blocked and the top spring completeiy·blocked, well, that's OK. 
Some q:iick unblocking, clean.ing and ,fll,lshing soon fixed that! 
However to light the stove- arid to·, find· tbe: kitchen filled with smoke, 
now that was a surprise, considering the efforts of people on the 
March work party. 

So check out the stove, no soot build-up damper working OK, that 
only left the chimneyo I got the extension ladder set up precariously 
on the alcove roof and took up the weighted cord with the brush to 
give the chimney a sweepo Problemsl The rope only went about 
two feet before reaching a. blockage. Further investigation required 
the upper cowl arrangement ~o be removed, which requires the HWS 
overflow pipe to be straightenedo Eventually a clear view of the 
flue was achieved so,. peering down with the aid of a torch, the 
problem was found - A POSSUM!),! 

Now I'm all in favour of peaceful co-existence, but I do like a hot 
shower, so the possum had to go. Hcving great respect for the claws 
and teeth of ring-tailed possums, Wilky was searched for protective 

(Continued) 
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clothing. The best I could do was a japara overmitt, more 
psychological than actual protection. Rolling down my sleeve, 
donning overmitt, balancing on top of the ladder, I shoved my hand 
down the chimney and luckily grabbed the possum's tail and dragged 
it kicking and protesting out of its comfortable nest. Eat your 
heart out Harry Butler. I dropped it on to the roof and for a 
horrible moment felt very vulnerable while it looked as if it might 
try to return to its nest. However it took off into the snow gum 
that reaches across to the kitchen alcove. The rest was fairly easy. 
With the aid of a long pole the nest was pushed down the flue and 
removed at the inspection port above the stove. The nest consisted 
of about half a bucket of twigs, leaves and bark compressed into the 
flue - no wonder the fire wouldn 1 t draw. The cowl was replaced and 
with the aid of some flattened corrugated iron I produced Pocock 1 s 
Patented Possum Protectors. Hopefully they will work until something 
more permanent/aesthetically-pleasing can be installed. 
Whilst on the subject of Wilky, we had a 1 go-through 1 of the kitchen 
shelves. I feel some things are OK to leave for common stock, such 
as sugar, tea and salt, which don't go off, but some things are 
ridiculous, like biscuits and cereals - these go stale very quickly. 
Also scraps of food, for example about~ inch of honey left in a jar, 
two jars of peanut butter with about½ inch left in each, a small 
amount of mayonnaise dated 20/1/84 (this and a few other items bear 
the instruction 'keep refrigerated after opening'),~ inch of 
raspberry jam (smelling off) one year old home-made chutney (also 
smelling off). There was half a packet of T.V.P., at best looking 
like a cross between dog food and wombat turds - no indication of its 
age. All of these I removed, plus other scraps of bits and pieces, 
also two packets of powdered skim milk (which I've left with Rodney 
in case anyone wants to claim them). I enjoyed the~ glass of red 
wine from the cask, but surely that could have been finished and 
taken out. 

If you have food left over, please give a bit more thought to whether 
anyone else would want to eat it or if someone else will just have to 
lug it out to save cluttering Wilky. 

- Doug Pocock 

NEW MEMBERS 

We welcome the following new members: 

David Haylock 

Ceridwen Law 

Jennifer Loft 

Robyn Mylius 

David Pickup 

David Yates 

21 Crawford Street, Cheltenham 3192 
Phone 584 8364 (H); 647 1097 (W) 

Lewis Road, Wandin 3139 
Phone 737 9502 (H); 729 6575 (W) 

10 Southam Street, West Brunswick 3055 
Phone 383 1064 (H); 329 6899 (W) 

5 Bond Street, Mount Waverley 3149 
Phone 232 5175 (H) 

201 Drummond Street, Carlton 3053 
Phone 347 9723 (H): 345 3455 (W) 

82 Wellington Street, Richmond. 3121 
Phone 376 6304 (H) 

Closing date for June 'News' - Wednesday 5th June. Articles for 
'News' can be put in the red box in the clubrooms, posted to the 
address shown on page 2, or sent to the editor, Merilyn Whimpey, 
17 Phillips Street, Coburg, 3058. 
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