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PACKING A WEEKEND PACK DEMONSTRATION 

Clubrooms Wednesday 14 October, 8.00 p.m. 

This will be a most useful demonstration for both the uninitiated and the experienced 
weekend walker. Come and find out the secret of what you really need for an average 
overnight pack carry, and just as important, what you don't need. 

Pick up a few tips from one of the club's most experienced lightweight pack carriers- our 
President, Jean Giese. 

* * * NOT TO BE MISSED * * * 

BUSH DANCE 

Where: South Melbourne Town Hall 
When: Friday 23 October 1992, 8.00 p.m. 
Cost $10 · 

The band is the Woolly Bull Bush Band. 

See John Tolmie in the clubrooms for 
tickets. 

FEDERATION WEEKEND 

24-25 OCTOBER 1992 
CARINGALSCOUTCAMP 

Don't forget the Federation Weekend this month. 
Come along and enjoy a relaxing weekend. Join 
walkers from other clubs, make new friends and 
participate on walks from the extensive program 
suited to all experience levels. 

Contact Ed Little C ) for further details. 
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Correspondence should be directed to: The Secretary 
Melbourne Bushwalkers Inc. 
PO Box 1751Q 
MELBOURNE 3001 

Meetings are held in the clubrooms, Mackenzie St Melbourne (rear of the Horticultural Society building) 
every Wednesday night 7.00-9.00 p.m. Visitors are always welcome. 

Please note that articles for "The News" may be faxed to the News Convenor on 

Closing date for the November edition is Wednesday 28 October 1992. 

PRESIDENT'S NOTES 

We began the winter very well with a run of sunny 
weekends enabling us to enjoy some glorious 
walks. But we knew it couldn't last and it didn't. 
The skiers have been glad of the good snow but 
have had their bad times battling white-outs and 
near blizzard conditions. The weekend walkers 
have been rained on and had their views obscured 
by cloud, but remained cheerful nevertheless. The 
Snnday walkers have been doing a lot of paddling, 
especially with Rosemary and Trevor in the Upper 
Yarra, I hear. The Dandenong walkers have been 
glad they have located themselves in the hills. The 
Wednesday walkers think anything is better than 
working anyway. 

As it says on the programme, "Leader(s) will be 
there, hail, rain or shine" and they have been, with 
the valiant joining them. Spring must surely be just 
around the comer. 

******* 
A few notes on the President's Weekend Firstly I 
would ask you to note that the Waggs Range walk, 
programmed for Sooday Nov 29, will now be 
replaced by Fraser National Park with leaders Alan 
Miller and Lloyd Young. Waggs Range will be 
explored by the medium/hard walkers on the 
Snnday of the Presidenrs weekend, led by Sylvia 
Wilson. 

The walk-in base camp will be near a swimming 
hole in Hughes Creek, east of Seymour. As well as 
the weekenders, I am hoping that Saturday walkers 
will join us, choosing between the 3 grades of walk 
on offer and staying on for tea and a celebration. 
Daylight Saving time will be operating by then and 
the moon just 2 nights part full, so those who are 
not camping out should be able to find their way 
back to the road. 

Sunday will also offer 3 grades of walk, the bus 
bringing the day walkers to join the weekenders. 
There will be afternoon tea at the end of the walks. 

Sounds good eh? More details next "News". 

Jean Giese, President 

CANBERRA 
TWO DAY WALK 

17 & 18 April1993 
Organised by Canberra Two Day Walk Inc 

in conjunction with ACT "Life. Be in it" 

"The aim of the Canberra Two Day Walk is to 
foster and promote walking as a worthwhile 
activity; to enable people to participate in an 
enjoyable, healthy, active outdoor activity 
regardless of level of fitness, age, gender or 
background." 

The event is held over two days and is a bit like a 
non-competitive fun run. Walks generally follow 
cycle ways or footpaths. There's no night 
walking, camping out, or carrying a large pack. 

Brochures and a newsletter are on the noticeboard 
in the clubrooms. 

Merilyn Whimpey 
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HOW HARD IS A BUSHWALK? 

Several different things have caused me to ponder 
this question recently. One has been that whenever 
I ask new walkers to the Club (as I hope others do) 
how they enjoyed the walk, a common reply is that 
the walk was not in fact "easy", as they had 
expected it to be. My explanation is usually along 
the lines that in fact it is an "easy" bushwalk, and 
not an easy stroll around the park! Bushwalking, 
of course, involves getting away from civilisation 
and engaging in a reasonable level of exercise. 

The Club has guidelines on what constitutes each 
standard of walk (see the Planning a Walk leaflet). 
For instance, an easy walk is up to 15 km, 
depending on the amount of climbing. However, 
this is always subject to the vagaries such as 
whether tracks allow a particular length walk, 
changes on the day, and often the varying 
judgement of those who volunteer to lead walks. 
The weather on the day can also have a big effect. 

On a recent Sunday walk up near Warburton, rains 
significantly changed the walk. Parts of the track 
were under inches of cold water for several 
hundred metres at a stretch. For some who had 
walked in the wilds of Tasmania or other like 
places, it was a time for reminiscing. For others 
without the benefits (?) of such experiences, it was 
not exactly enjoyable, although they naturally 
survived and live to tell the tale! The point of 
course is that the experience differs for each person 
depending on previous experience, attitude, level of 
fitness, etc. 

Which brings me to the answer to the question - a 
bushwalk is as hard as you think it is, and 
generally, the more practice you get, the easier (and 
more fun) they are. 

Alan Clarke 

DID YOU KNOW? 

THE NEWS, OCTOBER 1992 

CONSERVATION SUB-COMMITTEE 
ACTIVITIE$ 

The third meeting of the Conservation Sub
Committee was held on Wednesday 9 September 
1992 and attended by Mary Leonard, Alan Clarke, 
Janet Norman and Liz Telford. 

Actions Taken: 
• Liz wrote letters to Mark Birrell, Jeff Kennett 

regarding the failure of W ongungarra to be 
given wilderness protection. 

• Mary wrote to Barry Pullen concerning the lack 
of protection to rainforests in Victoria. 

• $350 donation given to VNP A to assist with 
Central Highlands campaign. 

Action Pending: ' . 
• Janet to write an article for News on the Liberal 

Party environmental policies. 

• Liz to write an article on Donna Buang. 

• Mary to be conservation contact for the 
Federation. 

Next meeting W.ednesday 28 October at 7.30 in 
the clubrooms: 

The Consetvation Sub-Committee meets every 2 
months and is open to all Club members. Why 
don't you come along and get involved in 
protecting the great areas we walk in! 

Liz Telford 

Further chipping away (pardon the pun) at our bush walking country. 

Logging has begun just above the Sheas Camping and picnic a~a on the East Tyers River. This camping 
site is on the Alpine Walking Track between Walhalla and Mt Ertca. 

A magnificent tree fern gully appears doomed. 
Janet Norman 
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DAY WALKS- NOVEMBER 1992 

SUN 250CT92 GREENSBUSH-CAPESCHANCK EASY & MEDIUM 

LEADERS JAN GROSS & ALAN CLARKE{fOMSETT? 
TRANSPORT BUS FROM SOU1H BANK BLVD. AT 9.00 A.M. 
EXPECfED RETURN : 7.00 P.M. 
MAP REFERENCE CAPE SCHANCK 1:25,000 
APPROX DISTANCE : 14 & 18 KM 

Commencing at Baldry's Crossing, the easy walk will make a small climb to a ridge top then follow the 
track via Greens Bush to the main road. Most of the walk will be on level ground with some panoramic 
views. · 

The medium walk will follow the main creek valley then cut across to Greens Bush and proceed to the main 
road. Both walks will follow the track via Bushrangers Bay and ftnish at Cape Schanck. 

SUN 1 NOV 92 LIMESTONE CREEK - MOLESWORTH E/MED & MEDIUir 

LEADERS STEPHEN BENTLEY & PETER BULLARD 
TRANSPORT BUS FROM SOU1H BANK BLVD. AT 9.00 A.M. 
EXPECfED RETURN : 7.00 P.M. 
MAP REFERENCE MOLESWORTH 1:25,000, ALEXANDRA 1:100,000 
APPROX DISTANCE : 12 & 16 KM 

This area has not been explored by the Club for quite a while. Walking begins. at Limestone Creek and 
initially passes through farmland until climbing onto the State Forest plateau. Some very impressive 
mountain ash and messmate timbers will be seen here. 

During the walk we will climb Mt Cunningham and Mt Nibo which will give breathtaking views of the 
Goulbum Valley below, and across to the Mt Buller plateau. The walk will descend through farmland, 
ending at Molesworth. An easier walk is also offered which is shorter and has less climbing but still 
provides plenty of interesting things to see. 

Bring plenty of water and good cheer. 

SUN -8 NOV92 

LEADERS 
TRANSPORT 
EXPECTED RETURN 
MAP REFERENCE 
APPROX DISTANCE 

ANGLESEA HEATHLAND 

JOHN KITTSON & ELIZABETH SPRIGGS 
BUS FROM SOU1H BANK BLVD. AT 9.00 A.M. 
7.30P.M. 
ANGLESEA & AIREYS INLET 1:25,000 
16 &21 KM 

EASY & MEDIUM 

This area is generally noted for its heathlands and extreme richness of wildflowers. Ferns are to be found in 
the gullies and a great many grass-trees on the ridges, along with green hood orchids. Within the Aireys 
Inlet area exist the Currawong Falls with magnificent views across to the ocean and the Otways themselves. 
These can be seen while walking along the undulating ridges. 

The tracks are extremely well-formed and sidle the only natural swamps which have not been drained in 
Victoria. These swamps provide homes for a variety of small bird life and also kangaroos and wallabies. 
Your walk will also take you alongside Salty Creek, making this one of the nicest walks in the Otway 
Ranges. 

Bring your camera and do not forget to bring fresh drinking water, also a hat and sunblock. 
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SUN 15 NOV92 BIG PATS CREEK- MT BRIDE- STARLINGS GAP E/MED & MEDIUM 

LEADERS PAULINE WILLIAMS & ADRIAN COLE 
TRANSPORT BUS FROM SOtJTH; BANK BLVD. AT 9.00 A.M. 
EXPECTED RETURN : 8.00 P.M. 
MAP REFERENCE GLADYSDALE & ADA RIVER 1:25,000 
APPROX DISTANCE : UNKNOWN 

These walks are in the very wet Powelltown area so adequate footwear is essential. The mediwn walk will 
begin with a very long, steep climb and will be mostly along 4 WD tracks. The easier walk will be on 
tramway walking tracks. Both walks contain fern gullies and of course lyrebirds and other bird life. 

WED 18 NOV92 NEPEAN STATE PARK EASY/MEDIUM 

LEADER 
TRANSPORT 
MEETING PLACE 

EXPECTED RETURN : 
MAP REFERENCE 
APPROX DISTANCE : 

JOAN HAIGH 
PRIVATE 
8.30 AM. ffiAN GifSE•S, 9 ALBERT CRES, SURREY IDLLS, OR 
10.00 A.M. BALDRY'S CROSSING 
6.00P.M. 
CAPE SCHANCK 1:25,000 . 
15KM 

A pleasant walk along one of the new Conservation & Environment tracks joining the old Green's Bush area 
with Nepean Park. A variety of vegetation with good patches of grass trees and banksias; we should also 
see some orchids. We will probably lunch at Long Point and mostly retrace our steps for the return journey. 

SUN 22 NOV 92 PENNYROYAL FALLS- NORTHERN OTWAYS E/MED & MED/HARD 

LEADERS PHIL LARKIN (TEL: ,) & ALAN MILLER 
TRANSPORT BUS FROM SOUTH BANK BLVD. AT 9.00 A.M. 
EXPECTED RETURN : 7.30 P.M. 
MAP REFERENCE BOONAH 1:25,000 
APPROX DISTANCE : 12-15 KM 

Pennyroyal Falls are a few kilometres south of Deans Marsh, one of the lesser known waterfall systems in 
the Otway Ranges. The falls are set in a tranquil setting of Acquila Creek, with several minor falls on the 
side streams and a majestic waterfall above the Pennyroyal Falls on the main stream. Into the falls there is a 
foot track which sidles and crosses Acquila Creek several times, through luxuriant fern glades, shaded by 
the cool Otways Forest. The streams are fringed with magnificent, giant tree ferns up to 6 m in height. 
Beneath these, the forest floor contains a maze of smaller ferns, mosses, lichens and fungi. The 
undergrowth forest includes blackwood, silver wattles and myrtle beech which, in nwnerous places along 
the creek, create a beautiful avenue overhead giving brilliant reflections in the crystal pools. 

The walk will follow the foot track to the base of Pennyroyal Falls. There is a very steep climb to above 
these falls and from there we continue along Acquila Creek to the second falls in time for lunch. From the 
main falls the walk is off track and continues upstream above the second falls for approximately 2 km 
before retracing our steps back to the Dunse Track. If time allows we will finish the day with Devonshire 
teas back at Gentle Annie Berry Gardens in Pennyroyal Valley. 

SAT 28NOV92 DANDENONGS: MITCHELLS RESERVE - MT EVELYN EASY 

LEADER PAULINE WILLIAMS 
TRANSPORT PRIVATE OR TRAIN 
EXPECTED RETURN : 4 .. 00 P.M. 
MAP REFERENCE MELWAYS MAP 120 
APPROX DISTANCE : 12 KM 

Meet at 15 Oak Grove, Mt Evelyn at 12.00 sharp. This walk is on the drier north face of the Dandenongs 
and has a greater variety of wildflowers than most "Dandenongs" walks. The easy/medium grading is 
necessary due to a couple of fairly stiff climbs. This year we'll cone back to my place for afternoon tea. 
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SUN 29NOV92 FRASER NATIONAL PARK EASY & MEDIUM 

LEADERS ALAN MILLER & LLOYD YOUNG 
TRANSPORT BUS FROM SOUfH BANK BLVD. AT 8.30 A.M. *** NOTE EARLY START*-.* 
EXPECfED RETURN : 7.30 P.M. 
MAP REFERENCE FRASER NATIONAL PARK 
APPROX DISTANCE : 15 & 22 KM 

Both easy and medium walks will be circuits. They will go inland then drop down to the lake and follow it 
back to the bus. There should be views of the lake and swims if the weather is good. 

WEEKEND WALKS .. NOVEMBER 1992 

30 OCT -3 NOV 92 INTRODUCTION TO WILKY 

LEADER 
TRANSPORT 
EXPECfED RETURN 
MAP REFERENCE 

MICHAEL MANN 
PRIVATE 
TUESDAY NIGIIT 
VICMAP LEISURE MAP SERIES, BOGONGNATIONAL PARK 1:50,000 

EASY 

Due to the heaps of snow this season, at this stage it is quite likely that the road to Wilky will still be closed 
by this weekend. Please see the leader, Mick Mann, in the clubrooms nearer the time. 

30 OCT-3 NOV 92 VIKING- RAZOR MEDIUM 

LEADER PETER CHALKLEY 
TRANSPORT PRIVATE 
EXPECTED RETURN : TUESDAY NIGHT 
MAP REFERENCE ? 1:25,000 
APPROX DISTANCE : 50 KM 

A four day walk that encompasses some of Victoria's fmest alps. The walk starts at the car park near 
Macalister Springs and camp that night - after crossing Mt Howitt, the Crosscut Saw and Mt Speculation -
will be_ at Catherine Saddle. 

Camp on the second night will be on the saddle between the Viking and the Razor. There should be time to 
explore the rocky surrounds of both these peaks. On Cup day we will try to get a good break and trot down 
Blue Hills to fmish at the W onnangatta River. The way back to the cars on the last day will be via the Zeka 
Track. 

30 OCT -3 NOV 92 RAZORBACK - NIGGERHEADS EASY/MEDIUM 

LEADER TREVOR THOMSON 
TRANSPORT PRIVATE 
EXPECTED RETURN : TUESDAY NIGHT 
MAP REFERENCE BOGONG ALPINE AREA 1:50,000 
APPROX DISTANCE : 55 KM 

This will be an easy paced four-day walk, with ample time to take in the excellent views that this area offers 
(weather permitting). From Mt Hotham, we will follow the Razorback to _Mt Feathertop, then descend the 
Diamantina Spur to cross to the Bogong High Plains, from where we can explore the Niggerheads and Mt 
Fainter with day packs. Our return will be via Cobungra Gap and Mt Loch. 

For those who can get Friday 30 October off, there will also be a day walk from near Harrietsville to the 
MUMC hut via the NW Spur, returning down the Bungalow Spur. 
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31 OCT-3 NOV 92 FLINDERS ISLAND, TASMANIA EASY/MEDIUM 

LEADER DAVE VINCENT 
TRANSPORT HIRE AIRCRAFT- COST $100 EACH 
EXPECTED RETURN : 6.00 P.M. TIJESDAY 3 NOV 

This four day walk to Flinders Island includes the Melbourne Cup holiday. Access to the island will be by 
light aircraft from Moorabbin Airport, Melbourne. For a group of six, the estimated cost of the aircraft hire 
will be $100 each. The planned itinerary is as follows: 

Sat 31 Oct: · Depart Moorabbin and fly to Lady Barron on the southern tip of Flinders Island. Establish a 
base camp and do a short day walk. 

Sun 1 Nov: Leisurely day walk from the base· camp, exploring the unspoilt beaches, secluded coves and 
swimming in the sparkling blue-green water. 

Moo 2 Nov: Depart Lady Barron and fly to Killiecrankie Bay on the northern tip of Flinders Island. 
Establish a base camp and climb Mt Killiecrankie - a short day walk. 

Tues 3 Nov: Day walk exploring the beaches and rock formations around Killiecrankie Bay. Swimming 
and a leisurely lunch followed by packing up the base camp. Depart for Melbourne mid-afternoon and 
arrive Moorabbin at about 5.00 p.m. 

For further details and to book a place on this walk, contact David Vincent at home on phone: 

13-15 NOV 92 THE BLUFF - MT CLEAR - THE KNOBS 

LEADERS JANET NORMAN & KEITH WHITE 
TRANSPORT PRIVATE 
EXPECTED RETURN : SUNDAY EVENING 
MAP REFERENCE VMTC THE BLUFF 
APPROX DISTANCE : 38 KM 

MEDIUM 

Friday night camp will be at Sheepyard Flat 8 o'clock start on Saturday morning to drive to Bluffs Saddle, 
then a longish car shuttle before starting the walk. 

The walk begins with a steep climb to the top of the Bluff. From here we follow the high ridge around to 
Numbers 1 & 2 Divide to our camp at the site of Chester's Yard. 

On Sunday we follow the Great Divide over Mt Clear, Square Top and High Cone to the Knobs, then drop 
to the cars. With good weather there are excellent views of many of the well known peaks of the 
Wonnangatta Moroka National Park. 

20-22 NOV 92 WILSONS PROMONTORY - LIGHTHOUSE EASY/MEDIUM 

LEADER ALANCLARKE 
TRANSPORT PRIVATE 
EXPECTED RETURN SUNDAY EVENING 
MAP REFERENCE WILSONS PROM OUTDOOR LEISURE MAP 
APPROX DISTANCE : 29 KM 

This will be an easy, easy/medium or medium walk depending on how you do it. I have worked out at least 
6 ways, including two for those new to overnight walking. All walks are along well-defmed tracks along 
the centre of the promontory, with the exception of part of two of the harder walks. 

The prom is well known for its relatively undisturbed beauty, and with the weather steadily warming, this 
should be a most enjoyable walk. 
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27-29 NOV 92 MT HOTHAM - LODGE-BASED WEEKEND ALL 

LEADER BILL METZENTHEN 
TRANSPORT PRIVATE 
EXPECfED RETURN SUNDAY EVENING 
MAP REFERENCE BOGONG ALPINE AREA 1:50,000 OU1DOOR LEISURE MAP 
APPROX DISTANCE : VARIOUS 

I have booked the University Ski Club Lodge for our use for the weekend, including Friday night. The 
lodge is one of the oldest at Mt Hotham, is comfortable and has 26 beds. 

Depending upon interest, I will try to organize an easy, a medium and a hard walk on each day. Or you can 
"do your own thing". The walks on Saturday will probably be around the Hotham area, including the Loch 
Spur and possibly including a visit to the Mt Jim area. On Sunday, if we can arrange it with the drivers, we 
could have walks to Harrietville; an easy walk via the Bon Accord Spur, a medium via the Razorback and 
the Bungalow Spur Track, and a hard walk including visits to Mt Feathertop and possibly MUMC hut 

Be prepared for the usual easy chores at the. lodge, including helping to prepare the evening meal on 
Saturday. The cost will be made up of about $15 each for our lodge stay plus a share of the cost of th 
Saturday night meal. 

Please book early for this trip. A deposit of $15 will reserve your place. 

CHRISTMAS TRIP 1992: 

KOWMUNG RIVER- BLUEGUM FOREST (BLUE MOUNTAINS, NSW) 

Saturday 26 December 1992 to Sunday 3 January 1993. 

I will be leading a walking and swimming trip along rivers and creeks in the mountains of NSW. We will 
visit Kanangra Walls, Kowmung River, Bulga-Dennis Canyon, Roots Route, Perrys Lookdown, Dockers 
Ladder, Bluegum Forest, Bridal Veil Falls, Grand Canyon, Beauchamp Falls, Six Foot Track Cox River and 
Clatterteeth Canyon. 

There will be lots of time for swimming. 

If you are interested please contact Spencer George , before 5 December. 

EATING OUT 

Darnum Pub - Good Tucker 

What a fmd! Both times we patronised the Damum Pub on the way to the snow fields (Baw Baw area) we 
were more than pleased with our meals. The steaks were 'par excellence' and the other fare so mouthwater
ing you wished you'd ordered that instead (or as well). The salads - fresh, innovative and inexhaustable. 

In short, an excellent meal for around $11 - $12. The beer was good too. Situated on the Princes Highway 
about 8 km east of Warragul. Well worth a try. 

Tracy Guest 
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STARTING OUT~ EQUIPMENT FOR WEEKEND WALKING 

Following the suggestion of an esteemed gentle
man member of the Club, the committee has been 
busily thinking of ways to encourage day walkers 
to take up the challenge of pack carrying on 
weekend walks. 

So, there are overnight walks on the programme 
designed to suit those wanting to try pack carrying. 
Jean Giese is showing the contents of her pack and 
how she fits it all in (see front page for details). An 
article on "equipment for the pack carrier'' was 
another suggestion and this is it. 

I should draw your attention to a very good article 
written some months ago in this newsletter by 
Merilyn Whimpey on lightweight pack carrying. 
Having only carried a pack for a few years myself, 
I can still remember useful tips given by ·the 
experienced to the uninitiated- me. The first was 
told to me after I arrived on the top of the Cobberas 
some hours after everyone else. 

After you've put into your pack all the things you 
absolutely can't do without, take half of them out 
and leave them at home. The basic principle being 
"keep it light". So that's the first thing to keep in 
mind when you're buying equipment. Another 
little homily to keep in mind is that you get what 
you pay for and I guess that's basically true, so 
shop at the top end of your budget and keep an eye 
on sales. 

A lot of knowledge on different manufacturers can 
be gleaned by seeing what others use and how they 
feel about their gear. There does seem to be a trend 
for people in different clubs to have similar 
equipment. You can always tell a Melbourne 
Busbies camp by the Macpac Eclipses! 

"Wild" magazines are another source of inform
ation about equipment and compare different 
makes and their characteristics in easy to read 
charts. I have these copies, and Paddy Pallin and 
Mountain Designs stock back copies: 

Spring 1992 
Autumn 1992 
Summer 1992 

Spring 1991 
Autumn 1991 
Summer 1991 
Autumn 1990 

- Survey on rucksacks 
- Survey on warm tops 
- Survey on one-person shelters + 

sleeping mats 
- Survey on stoves & lanterns 
- Survey on lightweight stoves 
- Survey on lightweight tents 
- Survey on down sleeping bags · 

Don't forget you can try before you buy; many 
bush walking shops hire equipment and the club has 
packs, sleeping bags and tents for hire for club 
walks. Acquiring information about the gear is part 
of the fun of overnight walking but the best fun of 
all is using it. 

Janet Norman 

THE AVALANCHE- A SURVIVOR'S STORY 30AUG 1992 

An improbable thunder clap. Pow Bam!! With a 
mighty thump in the back I went down, sprawling, 
tumbling, enveloped in snow. AVALANCHE!! 

For those few seconds self-preservation surged to 
the fore. As I was knocked flying I instinctively 
flung my arms upwards, rotating wildly, to make 
an air-pocket. I was in" override survival mode" 
with no time to feel frightened. Then the cavalcade 
stopped and my arms broke through. 

Four heads popped up like comic Prairie Dogs 
checking their territories. We were 0 K, for the 
time being anyhow. Perhaps there was more. Get 
us out QUICK and cut the cackle. This is serious. 
Our Trish, who hadn't been tumbled over, was 
laughing her head off at our quaint antics. GT, in 

the lead, looked non-plussed. What were the 
troops up to? Max had skied out to the side. That 
left Tracy, Rod, Dianne and Rosa buried, with Rosa 
well and truly cemented in. 

Later, at the post-mortem, GT said he was 
surprised it had happened at that particular spot, as 
the cornices off Basalt Hill there weren't particular
ly high or big. Anyhow, all's well that ends well. 
"Avalanche" hadn't been in my skiing vocabulary, 
but it sure is now. The alpine gods were liberally 
libated that evening, and it just goes to show that 
the Bogong High Plains aren't to be taken for 
granted even in a short, low-key morning tour. 

Tracy Guest 
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BROADFORD TO YEA RUN 13 SEP 1992 

Since joining the Club in February this hear I had 
heard numerous stories about the "nearly sane" Art 
Terry and his annual run to stave off old age. 
While I had heard all the stories, I had yet . to meet 
anyone who had actually done it. So with a sense 
of adventure I decided that this was the event for 
me. 

John Roseman organised this year's run and, true to 
form, and going against "tradition", decided that we 
would do it differently!! Well, Mark Tischler and 
Roy Treloar, being more bloody-minded than your 
average Sunday walker, and being ahead of the 
leader, stuck to the old familiar route they knew. I 
followed, feeling it was time to go with the strength 
and not wanting to spend any longer than 
absolutely necessary exposed to the elements. . 

Tim Dent and Jim Ingham also reluctantly joined 
us when they realised that John, now far behind 
with arms waving, was a lost cause. We all now do 
very good impersonations of John leading from 
behind - it cheered us up no-end. John even 
suggested swimming the King Parrot Creek, was he 
joking? 

Weather conditions were good, although the 
amount of recent rain meant that the going was 
slow and muddy. After departing Broadford at 
10.00 a.m. the five of us arrived for a welcome 

shower and cup of tea at the Yea Hospital at 3.30 
p.m. I have to admit to coming in a number of 
minutes after this time. Many thanks to Mark for 
not leaving me for dead on the last 5 kms into Yea. 

Jim (who regularly runs 120 kms/week) and Roy 
(who just drank from creeks along the way) took 
off once they had left the Spur for the fmal run into 
Yea. Once there we met up with Art and a ring-in, 
Barry, who had set off from the halfway mark for a 
run more becoming Art's advancing years err!). 

John, to everyone's surprise, arrived an hour or so 
later and, true to form, displayed no outward forms 
of aggression or violence for the way we had 
treated him. John had come across some startled 
farmers working on a tractor in a pine forest (what 
was he doing there?). They even asked him if he 
had a screwdriver! 

Congratulations to John and Art for organising 
another memorable event. This is the sort of event 
that makes you proud to be a member of the Club. 
This year there were 8 runners which is a record, 
maybe next year the frrst woman will have a go. 

Special thanks to John's brother Conrad who drove 
the mini-bus. 

Peter Day 

"RAINDROPS KEEP FALLING ON YOUR HEAD" - KINGLAKE 5 OCT 1992 

Margaret Borden and Jean Giese's Sunday walk in 
the Kinglake area started off in fme drizzle, which 
developed into steady rain by lunchtime (15 
minutes under dripping trees) and continued with 
no respite throughout the whole day. 

Both parties decided that the prospect of dry 
clothes, vacuum flasks of coffee and an early return 
to Melbourne, would be an excellent alternative to 
lingering in the rain. · So we graciously forfeited 
our afternoon tea break and headed for the bus at 
top speed, only to fmd - no bus! 

Our driver, having been told how well organised 
the Melbourne Busbies are, had taken us at our 
word when we had promised to be back between 
4.00 and 5.00 p.m. So 3.15 p.m. at Gum Creek saw 
both parties very cold, wet and miserable, and 
hardly equipped for along wait for the bus. 

At that point our luck turned - one of the local 
residents, whose name we later found was Mrs 
Colwill, offered us the shelter of her verandah. 

Wonderful! we all thought. We were reasonably 
comfortably ensconced in the shelter of the 
verandah when Mrs Colwill opened her door and 
asked if anyone would like coffee. We politely 
declined, feeling that it was enough of an intrusion 
to have 35 or more strangers dripping on your 
veran~h, without having to provide them with 
refreshments. Two minutes passed. The door re
opened, and Mrs Colwill brought out an airpot of 
hot water for tea or coffee, cups, and two packets 
of biscuits! Another minute passed. The door 
opened again and she brought out towels for us. 

By this time everyone was feeling, and looking, 
much more cheerful. Someone spotted the bus. 
We hastily gathered our belongings, thanked our 
hostess, and venture out into the rain for the last 
time that day. 

Thank you so much Mrs Colwill of Hazeldene -
you saved the day for us! 

Penny Stapley 
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Due to huge public de~and Federation T-Shirts and Windcheaters are now available. 

It is only for a 10-week period and by mail order only. 
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For any enquiries please contact: 

Elizabeth Doery 
Executive Officer, phone: (03) 859 8554 (BH) 

Sky Blue Wayne Emmins 
Secretary, phone: (03) 702 1123 (AH) 
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T-Shirts are only $10.00 each. 

Windcheaters are only $25.50 each. 

Please find enclosed cheque/money order for T-Shirts/Windcheaters: 
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NEW MEMBERS 

The Club would like to welcome the following new members: 

Keith Langham Elsa Viertmann Mary Damousi 

Martin Pocock Paul Stripeikis 

CHANGES OF INFORMATION 

Robyn Sloan Merryn Mitchell Dianne Bester 

Tom & Hannah Broughton 

KAKADU - POSTER PERFECT 
The wetter it is, the better it is. 

No picture can do it justice. Imagine a climate where you 
enjoy walking in the rain. Picture yourself on a leisurely trek 
through a lush, green land full of spectacular waterfalls and 
beautiful pools. No reason to hurry, no need for a heavy 
pack. Stop in a rock shelter and admire the Aboriginal art. 
Tum aronnd and watch the rain come down, just as the 
original artists did long ago. Sit-quietly, soaking it all in, the 
sights, sonnds and smells of this wonderful part of the 
Australian bush. This is an experience you'll treasure for a 
lifetime. 

Write for full details. 

Willis's Walkabouts 
12 Carrington Street, 

Millner NT 0810 
Phone (089) 85 2134 

Fax (089) 85 2355 

Our green season tours range from 
a series of relatively easy three and 
Jour day walks to major expeditions 
to suit the keenest adventurer. 
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COMMITTEE NOTES - 5 OCTOBER 1992 

CORRESPONDENCE IN: 

Harold Graves - Payment to landowners 
Mountain Designs, Hawthorn - Offer of services 

CORRESPONDENCE OUT: 

None 

TREASURER'S REPORT AT 30 SEPT 1992: 

SEPTEMBER RECEIPTS: 

SEPTEMBER PAYMENTS: 

BALANCE: 
Current Account 
Reserves Account 
Postage float 

WALKS REPORT FOR AUGUST: 

$ 
2,738 

3,248 

7,950 
52,000 

500 

$ 

60,450 

Total 
227 

Day walkers 
182 

W/E walkers Members Visitors 
45 182 45 

Fees 
$1933 

Summer programme nearly complete, but more weekend walk leaders required. 

TRANSPORT: 

Bus driver changed to Kevin Yeoman. 

WILKY: 

New key system worked well; priority for members bookings next year; fuel supply to be rationed. 
payment to be made up front at time of booking. 

TRACK MAINTENANCE: 

Federation track clearing this weekend, including our club. 

50 YEAR PUBLICATION: 

In fmal editing stage; start of de~ign. Unlikely to be printed before Christmas. 

GENERAL BUSINESS: 

Software package/database to be evaluated for club business. 

DUTY ROSTER: 

Oct 14 
Oct 21 
Oct 28 
Nov 4 
Nov 11 

Chris & Janet 
Derrick & Gina 
Jean&AlanM 
Becky&GT 
Mary & Merilyn 

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING: 9 November 1992 at 7.00pm 
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