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Friday 21st August 1998 

The X-Files 
7.00 ish 

at the Jam Factory 
500 Chapel St, 

South Yarra 

Contact Fiona 

Bookings and money by 19/8/98 please 
(Price to be advised depending on numbers between 

$7.50- $11.50) 

Wednesday 19th August 
8.00pm Clubrooms 

Visit by 

Wilderness SociefY 
to show slides on 

"Wongungarra" 
which is Victoria's Last Unprotected Wilderness. 

The visit is part ofthe ·Wildemess' s campaign to save 
the area and includes info on Bushwalking in the 

area. 

Please come along on this night! 

1 00.000 Walker Celebrations 

Lunch for the Veteran Walkers. 

This lunch is primarily for the past members from 
1940s, 1950s and 60s as a get together. If you know 
of any could you let me know. It's on Sunday 13th 
Sept at the Balwyn Community Centre. We could 

also do with just one more volunteer helper on the 
day if you can spare the time. 

Sylvia Ford 

Half YearlY General Meetini! 
Wednesday 26th August, 1998 at 8.00 pm 

In the Royal Horticultural Society Hall adjacent to the 
Clubrooms 

Agenda 

1. Minutes from the Annual General Meeting 1998 
2. General Business 

Save Our Parks Submission Writini! Nii!ht 
A Save Our Parks Submission Writing Night will 
be held in the clubroom's on Wed 2 Sept. Jenny 
Barnett of the Victorian National Parks Association 
will be giving a short talk on the issues at 7:30PM. 
See also Conservation Forum and the insert 
elsewhere in this issue. We will ·provide all the 
stationary, stamps and a concise summary of the key 
issues. See you there! 

Slide Nii!ht 
·Don Weston 

Wednesday 16th September 
8pm Clubrooms 

The Editor is having a 
Holiday -so the 
absolute deadline for 
all articles is the 

26th August. 
No concessions 
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From the President 

Our celebration last month of the occasion of the 
1 oo,oooth walk and the 5,oooth trip was an 
outstanding success. We had around 135 members 
present and I think that everyone had a great time. The 
bush band and caller had almost everyone on the dance 
floor for most of the time and although some of us 
didn't quite get all of the steps right sometimes it 
didn't matter! Congratulations to social secretary 
Marisa and her team of helpers for the evening - the 
decorated hall, banner, food, band and dancing all 
helped to make a great evening. 

Graphs summarising the research done by Alan Clarke 
were on show during the evening. The lOO,OOOth 
walker occurred on a walk held on Saturday 30 
September 1995. The walk was a Dandenongs walk 
led by Maureen Hurley. We chose the walker during 
the evening by selecting a name from those walkers, 
from a hat. The 1 OO,OOOth walker is Eleanor Weekes. 
Eleanor was not present but she receives a certificate 
and a coffee-table book. Maureen was presented with 
a similar certificate and a book. 

The 5,0ooth walk was a weekend walk; I reproduce 
here a note from Alan Clarke: 

'The 5,0ooth walk (unknown at the time) of the 
Melbourne Bushwalkers was from Mt Hotham to Mt 
Feathertop, to the Bogong High Plains and return, held 
from 29th October to 2nd November 1993. 

It was led by Jerry Grandage and included members 

The NEWS is the official newsletter of the Melbourne 
Bushwalkers Inc. and is published monthly. 
Edited by Judy Gipps. 

Articles, walk reports, poems, snippets of news, reports of new 
gear, book reviews, letters "to the Editor", advertisements, etc are 
always welcome. The Editor reserves the right to edit articles, 
letters or other contributions, where space, clarity or propriety 
dictate. and to maintain editorial consistency 

Please note that articles for The NEWS may be : 
placed in the Red Box in the clubrooms or 
mailed to Judy Gipps, 
or 
faxed to me on 
emailed to 

Advertising Rates 

Y. Page 1 Issue-$20; 3 Issues-$50; 12 Issues (1 year)-$180 
Y: Page 1 Issue-$30; 3 Issues-$75; 12 issues-$270 
Full Page 1 issues-$50; 3 issues-$125; 12 issues-$450 

Only advertisements directly relating to bushwalking will be 
accepted (eg gear, maps, trips, tours) 

Members Ads- FREE 

Closing Date for SEPTEMBER 1998 News is 26th August 98 
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Max Casley, Mark Thompson, Peter Hanneman, Les 
Southwell, David Laing, and visitors Mick Wright and 
Jenny Counsell. 

Leaving Diamantina hut on the Saturday morning, they 
followed the Razorback to Mt Feathertop, and then the 
Northwest spur down to the Kiewa River. A track that 
was expected to be on the spur did not exist, although 
some thick scrub did, and this first day was a rather 
long one. They did fifteen kilometres in nine hours! 
On the Sunday they followed the Kiewa River road 
upstream , taking a logging track east up the side of the 
Niggerheads, reaching the northernmost high point of 
this range. From here it was a short way north to the 

· Little Plain for the night. This day was also long - nine 
km in eight hours. On Monday there was a side trip to 
the Painters, and then they walked south to Tawonga 
Huts, Mt Jim and Youngs Hut. On the last day they 
followed the (then) Alpine Walking Track down to 
Cobungra Gap and Dibbins Hut, then up Swindlers 
Spur to Derrick Hut, Mt Loch and back to the cars. As 
Jerry recalls it, it snowed on this last day!' 

Alan comments 'Obviously a trip worthy of our 
5,oooth· 

Jerry was at the celebration and he was presented with 
a certificate and a book. Framed copies of the 
certificates will hang in the Clubrooms. 

In appreciation of his considerable efforts and 
initiative in doing the investigation and analysis of our 
records back to 1940 Alan Clarke was awarded a gift. 
Never before has such a complete analysis been 
performed on our records! (Alan not surprisingly 
baulked at my request to know how many kilometres 
the 100,000 walkers had walked- it must be around 2 
million, and not a few blisters!) Max Casley also 
received a gift for his work in auditing Alan's results. 

To complete our celebrations of these noteworthy 
events we shall be having a lunch for the Veteran 
walkers on Sunday 13th September. Sylvia Ford is 
organising this and we hope to see many of our 
veterans there. 

Derrick Brown 

Meetings are held in the Clubrooms, MacKenzie St., Melbourne 
(rear of the Royal Horticultural Society building) 

on WEDNESDAY Evenings between 7.00pm and 9.00pm. 

Visitors~ always welcome. 

General correspondence should be directed to: 
The Secretary, Melbourne Bush walkers Inc. 
PO Box 1751Q, MELBOURNE 3001 
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Previews for SePtember Day Walks and a couPle for Aueust 
Saturday 29th August 1998 Upper Ferntree Gully I 
Easy Dandenongs Explorer 

Leaders: Lance Mobbs 
Transport: Private 
Area: Upper Ferntree Gully/ One Tree Hill 
Expected time of return: 4.00 pm 
Approximate length of walk: 12 Km 
Map Reference: Melways Map 7 4 

We will meet at and commence the walk at Upper 
Femtree Gully station at 10.45 am (Melway Map 74 
F5). This walk/area hasn't been done for a couple of 
years and even though the walk is graded easy we do 
have one climb up the infamous steps of One Tree Hill 
but this will be at a leisurely pace. 

Saturday 3oth August 1998 Strath Creek Falls 
Easy/Medium & Medium 

Leaders: 
Transport: 
Area: 

Bernice Webster & Nigel Holmes 
Bus from Southbank Boulevard at 9.00 am 

Broadford 
Approximate length of walk: 
Expected time of return: 

11 & 16 km 
7.00pm 

The walks will be approached from Broadford. 
Medium walkers will start with a steep descent into 
Strath Creek and will walk upstream to the impressive 
Falls. An in\'igorating scramble up the left side of the 
Falls will bring the medium group to a lunch spot 
overlooking Strath Creek. From here the medium 
walkers will follow the easy/medium group who will 
start near the top of the Falls. 

From Strath Creek both groups will walk along a track 
to Diggers Creek and then upstream to a small 
waterfall on a tributary of Diggers Ck. Green Hood, 
Hyacinth and Leopard orchids will be spotted by 
observant walkers. 

Splashing up creeks means wet feet are likely so spare 
dry socks and shoes on the bus would be sensible. 

If the weather is really good some people might care 
for a swim or at least have a laugh at one of the leaders 
h~ving a dip. 

Saturday sth August 1998 
Medium 

Leaders: 
Transport: 

Beards Gully 
Stieglitz 

Pearson Cresswell 
Private 

This walk follows the gorge cut by Sutherland Creek 
as it flows south from Stieglitz. The distance is short 
(6m) but Parks Vic rate it "Difficult". Expect plenty of 
rock hopping, flowers and birds. If it's not so hard we 

can tack on an extra loop or two. Meet at Westgate 
Bridge park (0900) or Stieglitz Court House (1000) 

Sunday 6th September 1998 
Easy ,Easy/Medium & Medium 

Mt Alexander 
Regional Park 

Leaders: Max Casley, Julie Cassar 
&lan McPhee 

Transport: Bus from Southbank Boulevard at 9.00 am 
Area: Castlemaine • Harcourt 
Expected time of return: 7.00 pm 
Approximate length of walk: 113,16 & 18 kms 
Map Reference: Chewton & Barker 1 :25,000 

This is an old gold mining area with magnificent 
views from granite outcrops, huge boulders and ancient 
river red gums/ On the preview we saw wedge-tailed 
eagles, a koala, wallabies, robins, kookaburras and 
choughs. 

We will divide into three groups. Both the medium 
groups (Julie) and ElM groups (Ian) will start 
following a water channel through farmland and then 
along a road into the forest of the regional park. The 
medium group does an extra 2 km loop in the Koala 
Park. Both go to Dog Rocks and then up to Mt 
Alexander for excellent views to farmland 350 metres 
below. Then down through the forest to finish among 
oak trees. 

The easy group (Max) does the climb slowly, before 
lunch. Then down to Dog Rocks and the Koala Park. 
We then go steeply down to finish in the oak forest. 
All groups climb 340 metres, so be prepared for a bit 
of huff and puff. Those who have walked here before 
may remembers the pine forest at the end. This has 
been clear logged. As far as I can discover this will 
revert to native forest, but this depends on a "Box 
Ironbark Review" conducted by the Environment 
Conservation Council, due next November. 

Sunday 13th September 1998 
Easy/ Med & Medium 

Three Sisters 
Flowerdale 

Leaders: Janet Norman & Keith White 
Transport: Bus from Southbank Boulevard at 9.00 am 
Expected time of return: 7.00pm 
Approximate length of walk: 14 & 18 kms 
Map Reference: Reedy Creek & Flowerdale 

Both walks begin with a pleasant meander down 
country lanes. Then its off into the bush and after 
locating Diggers Creek we follow this up stream into 
an attractive gorge to a small but interesting waterfall. 
The medium walk explores a bit more to another 
waterfall. There is a steep scramble out and its off out 
of the bush to the Three Sisters. These are treeless 
hills or knobs. On the preview they were in the clouds 
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but emerged later and were being used by paragliders. 
The walks are completed with a steep drop into 
Flowerdale. Both walks have steep sections and off 
track walking. 

Wednesday 16th September 1998 Churchill Pk 
Easy/Medium Lysterfield 

Leader: 
Transport: 
Area: 
Map Reference: 
Expected Time of return: 
Distance: 

Jean Giese 
Private 

Lysterfield 
Melways 82 

5.00pm 
14-16km 

Newly acquired land now links Churchill Park with 
Lysterfield Park. We will explore the remnant 
bushland of Churchill park then go on into this new 
area for grand views of the city, surrounding suburbs 
and right across the bay. 

Expect to enjoy seeing kangaroos and lots of flowers. 

Meet near the toilets in the picnic area Mel 82C 10 at 
9.45 or Jean's Place, Surrey Hills at 8.30. 

Sunday 2oth September 1998 Coliban Falls 
Easy &Easy/ Med Granite Creek Falls 

Leaders: John Kittson & Brian Crouch 
Transport: Bus from Southbank Boulevard at 8.30 am 
Area: North of Kyneton 
Expected time of return: 7.00pm 
Approximate length of walk: 13 & 16 kms 
Map Reference: Metcalfe 1 :25,000 

Please note 8.30 start and $7.00 entrance fee which 
includes afternoon tea. This is to be paid by each 
participant on booking the walk. Members = $20, Con 
members $16. Visitors $25 con visitors $21 

These walks are on the beautiful undulating 
countryside of Coliban Park. A 3500 hectare sheep 
property north of Kyneton. We are grateful for the 
warm hospitality of Rita and Anthony Barber for 
sharing this special place with the Busbies. Both walks 
are entirely on the Coliban Park property and include 
spectacular vistas of creeks and rivers and the lush 
surrounding farmland. Both groups will visit three 
significant waterfalls including the Coliban Falls. 
Birdlife is very abundant and River Red Gums and 
Box Trees along the creeks and the river provide some 
sensational scenery. This walk will conclude with 
afternoon tea being provided by the Barber family. 
Our afternoon tea which was enjoyed on the preview 
day by myself and the co-leader was extremely good 
and I can recommend it as good value for money. To 
allow time to enjoy the ambience of the Barber 
homestead and to partake in a leisurely afternoon after 
our walk we plan on making this an 8.30 start. If you 
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don't do any other walks this year make sure you don't 
miss this one. 

P.S. There is no need to bring a thermos to leave on 
the bus for this walk "Trust me" 

Sunday 27th September 1998 Arthurs Seat 
Easy/Med & Med Highfield-Greenbush 

Leaders: Peter McGrath & Joan Haigh 
Transport: Bus from Southbank Boulevard at 9.00 am 
Area: Mornington Peninsula 
Expected time of return: 7.00pm 
Approximate length of walk: 13.5 & 18 km 

The Easy/Medium walk will commence at Bombay 
Road and taking the OT Dam trail progress to Arthur's 
Seat. This is a lovely trail with some lovely views of 
the bay to be enjoyed. The Easy/Medium walk will 
then travel by bus down to the start of the Easy Walk. 

The Easy Walk will start at Baldry' s Crossing and 
walk via Green's Bush passing Highfield along the 
way to Bushranger Bay and Cape Schank. The views 
to be enjoyed on the walk are unsurpassed with 
spectacular views of the bay on the Easy/Medium 
Walk, Bushranger Bay and Cape Schank on both 
walks. Along the way one also sees a beautiful 
collection of grass trees and one may also see the odd 
kangaroo. 

This walk is a must for those who enjoy beautiful 
views and the lush green bush to be found on the 
peninsula. 

WALKERfSJ WANTED FOR NEW ZEALAND 
FEB 1999 

I am intending to visit NZ for a month of walking in 
Feb 99 and would like one or several busbies to 
accompany me. I envisage several walks of duration 
up to one week, so a seven day pack carrying 
capability is needed. Please contact me before August 
14 or after November 13 if you are interested. 

Jerry Grandage (phone ) 

Thanks from Bob. Our SundaY Bus Driver 
Bob McClelland would like to thank all those who sent 
him Get Well Greetings. At the moment he is in and 
out of hospital. He will be going back into Bellbird 
Private Hospital at Blackburn in the next week or so. 
We all wish him a speedy recovery. 
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Previews for SePtember Weekend /Pack-CarrY/Base CamP/Ski TriPs 

4-6 September 1998 
Medium 

Leader: 
Transport: 
Map Reference: 

Tawonga Huts - Mt Fainter 
Ski Trip 

TBA 
Private 

Bogong Alpine Area 1 :50,000 

Ski from Falls Creek via Pretty Valley to Tawonga 
Huts. Thence explore the Niggerheads and even the 
Painters if you are feeling fit. We still need a leader 
for this one. Any volunteers ? 

11-13 September 1998 
Easy Medium 

Leaders: 
Transport: 
Area: 

Warby Ranges 
Pack Carry 

Rod Novak 
Private 

North Eastern Victoria 
240km from Melb 

Expected time of return: 8.00 pm Sunday evening 
Map Reference: Vic Map 1 :25,000 Warby Ranges 
Approx Distance 16 + 14 = 30kms 

. The W arby Ranges is a state park located near 
Glenrowan with spectacular views of the nearby snow 
covered Victorian Alps. We will walk through open 
forest of red gum, stringybark and box, with austral 
grass trees, and hopefully lots of Spring wildflowers. 
Over 140 bird species have been observed in the area. 
This will be a weekend pack carry, with an info sheet 
available from the leader on the booking night. 

18-2oth Sept 1998 
Medium 

Leader: 
Transport: 
Distance: 
Map Reference: 

Limit: 

Razorback-Feathertop 
Ski Trip 

Bill Metzenthen 
Private 

About25km 
1 :50k Outdoor Leisure Map 

: Bogong Alpine Area 
12 

This is another of the classic ski trips on the club 
programme almost every year. 

The trip starts at Diamantina Hut on the slopes of Mt 
Hotham. We ski along The Razorback, usually to the 
top of the Champion Spur where camp is established. 
Then a side trip is made to Mt Feathertop and other 
features of interest. There should be opportunity to 
sample a few of the numerous gullies which slide off 
the ridge. 

Sunday can be spent exploring more of the gullies 
while returning to the cars. 

This trip depends upon weather and snow conditions. 
The ridge is quite exposed and not pleasant in blizzard 
conditions. It can also be very hazardous if the snow is 

icy. If conditions dictate, the trip will be changed to 
another area. 

18-20 September 1998 
Easy/Medium 

Leader: 
Area: 
Transport: 
Expected Time of return: 

Northern Wilsons Prom 
Pack Carry 

TBA 
Wilsons Prom 

Private 
Sunday evening 

This will be a classic club trip to northern Wilsons 
Prom. Access to the area will probably be by boat. 
See the leader in the clubrooms. 

25th -27th September 1998 Grampians Wildflower 
Easy Base Camp (The Pines) 

Leader: 
Area: 
Transport: 
Map Reference: 

Pearson Cresswell 
Grampians 

Private 
Northern Grampians 1 :50,000 

Outdoor Leisure Map) 

If it's spring then it must be time to get back to the 
Grampians. Camp will be at the "Plantation" Camping 
Ground, about 18km north of Halls Gap on the Mt 
Zero Road (GR 347974). From this base we will 
organise works of easy to medium standard to explore 
the flora. 

26th -3rd Oct 1998 
Easy/Medium 

Leader: 
Area: 
Transport: 

Snowy Plains 
Base Camp 

Lance Mobbs 
Mt Tamboritha 

Private 

We will base camp at the Gorge which should be no 
more than a kilometre from the cars. I hope to do day 
walks to Racecourse Plain, Mt Arbuckle and Mt 
Tamboritha areas. There is a possible chance of snow 
around so bring along warm gear. As I have no phone 
on please see me in the club rooms. Lance 

~r---- Northern 
Wilsons Promontory 
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Our LibrarY 

The Melbourne Bushwalkers has a small library kept in the comer of the meeting room. The books in it are 
available for free loan to members. It contains about 100 books and reports. Many people seem to be unaware of 
its existence; hence this brief note. 

I won't attempt to list all of the books, but here is a sample. 
• Tyrone Thomas, various editions of his Walks in Victoria, New South Wales, Tasmania and the Grampians. 
• John Chapman and/or John and/or Marion Siseman, various books on Tasmania, The Alpine Track, 

Wonnangatta Moroka National Park. 
• Fred Halls, two books on bushwalking in Victoria. 
• Sandra Bardwell, Park Walks near Melbourne. 

Plus a motley collection of books on wildflowers, search and rescue manuals, walking in the Flinders Ranges, and 
Flinders Island, the Otways, the Snowy Mountains, the Budawangs, New Zealand, British Columbia, Yosemite, 
the Central Sierra and Argentina. There is a book on Venomous Australian Animals, a couple of books on cross
country skiing, the Melbourne Bushwalkers Song Book (I didn't know we had one), and even a book entitled 'How 
to Shit in the Woods'. 

Alan Miller (MBW Librarian) 

fonn of APPOintment of ProXY 
I ...... ......................................................... of .................................................................................................................. . 
being a member of Melbourne Bushwalkers (Inc), hereby appoint 
............................................... .................. of ................. ................................................................................................. . 
being a member of Melbourne Bushwalkers (Inc), as my proxy to vote for me on my behalf at the half yearly 
general meeting to be held on Wednesday 26th August, 1998and at any adjournment of that meeting. 

+My proxy is authorised to vote (in favour of/against)* the following resolution(s): 

Signed: .... .................. ............... : ...................... . 
Date: ................................................................ . 

* Delete as appropriate 
+ Delete if not applicable 

and Wonderful I 
Have you ever enioyed being 
rained on while on a bushwolk? 
Tropical rain is a pleasure to walk 
in, something that has to be 
experienced to be believed. 

lhe pleasure of walking in wonn 
rain is only a small port of the story. 
If you wont to enjoy Kakodu and 
the Kimberley ot their lush, green, 
magnificent best, if you wont to see 
spectacular waterfalls like those in 
the tourist brochures, you need to 
come between late December 
and April. 

Easy, hard and everything in 
between, we offer trips to suit every 
bushwalker who wants to experience 
the tropical summer. We can give 
you a fully accommodated trip 
where you walk by day and relax 

in a dry bed ot night, short walks 
where you return to accommadotion 
every four or five days and major 
expeditions where you are out in the 
wilderness for two weeks or more. 

Plan aheacl. Get in early and 
you con save up to 20% with our 
advance purchase discounts. 
Save even more with the d iscount 
airfares which ore normally on 
offer ot this time of year. 

s~,.~ 

G ~ctrif'4~~ 

Willis's Walkabouts 
12 C:~rrington St 
Millner NT 0810 
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Bush Dance - 1 OO.OOOth Walker Celebrations 
A hearty vote of thanks to Marisa and Fiona for the excellent 
organisation of the recent bushdance. There was a bumper turn 
out of more than 130 people - much greater than originally 
expected. Alan Clarke had done a great job sifting through the 
Club records to calculate the trip with our 1 OO,OOOth walker. This 

turned out to be a 
walk led by 
Maureen Hurley. 
Names of those 
on this trip were 
put in a hat and 
Eleonor Weekes was drawn as the 100,000th walker. Alan had 
also worked out that the 5,000th trip had been led by Jerry 
Grandage. Also he had produced large scale charts showing the 
level of Club activity over the last 58 years which were on display 
on the night. 

Melbourne Bushies showed many different dancing styles and the Bushband kept us moving. It was just as well 
that the evening was cold because it was hot work. Thanks, also to 
Sylvia for the huge 
banner which Stuart 
installed over the 
stage. 

Congratulations on 
an enjoyable 
evening. 

Max Casley 

ARE YOU FIT ENOUGH FOR THAT WALK? 
There's nothing like a good walk when you're feeling fit, but what if you are not? Recently we have had a number 
of instances of walkers setting off on trips which they were not capable of completing, even though the walks 
might only have been of easy-medium grade. The outcomes range from the walker simply having to turn back to 
calling in the search & rescue. In any case it is unfair to the leaders who have to take responsibility for the problem, 
to other walkers who give of their time and energy to assist, and to the rest of the party who suffer the delays. 

All of our walks are graded so that walkers know what they are in for. The guidelines for grading can be found in 
the leaflet "Introduction to the Melbourne Bushwalkers". Leaders will do their best to ensure that thegradings are 
appropriate. We also try to present a balanced programme of both easy and harder walks so there is something for 
everyone. By these definitions, an 'Easy' walk may be up to 15 km in flat country, usually a little less if there are 
hills. Clearly this is more than an amble to the shops or a stroll around the park and that is why we always 
recommend that new walkers start with 'easy' trips- it's probably enough. 

Please stick to walks that you know to be within your capabilities. This particularly applies to new walkers, but 
also to others who may be feeling unfit or recovering from injury or illness. It is your responsibility to present 
yourself in a fit state to undertake the trip. Leaders should remember that they have a right to turn down anyone 
whom they do not consider capable of completing the trip. 

So please: (1) Ask the leader about the trip and the terrain. (2) If in doubt, stick to the easier walks. (3) Get fit 
before you go. 

Pearson Cresswell 
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Letter from 
Jennv Flood and JoPie Bodesraven in EuroPe 

- 3 JulY 1998 
Hi to all our fellow Melbourne Busbies. We're into 
the fourth week of our European trip and things are 
going swimmingly. Greece for two weeks was very 
enjoyable with visits to Samaria Gorge on Crete, Mt 
Olympus and Vika Gorge/Mt Astraka in the north. 
Only at Mt Olympus did weather thwart us but it was 
still scenic and we only missed out on the top 300 
metres. Many people speak English which is just as 
well as our Greek ain't that flash (non-existent, in 
fact). Greece has western Europe's highest road toll 
and we've discovered why. Their driving is 
atrocious, drivers (including bus drivers) are 
impatient and totally ignore pedestrians. They 
overtake on double lines, red lights are a guide only, 
not to be taken seriously. In the end we chose trains! 
The attitude to rubbish is very bad and the roads and 
footpaths are full of obstacles for the unwary. 

We are now in France where the drivers are 
courteous and patient with the likes of us (tourists 
driving a rented car with red number plates) but they 
do speed more than Australians - obviously no speed 
cameras. 

After the trauma of getting used to driving on the 
wrong side of the road and fmding our way out of 
Paris's thoroughly ghastly heavy traffic we headed 
straight for the French Alps at Chamonix where we 
have had four days of glorious walking among high 
peaks and glaciers with wonderful views. Mt Blanc 
is beautiful. 

Today is our first crummy day but that gives us a 
chance to write letters, to learn French and to rest our 
weary legs. From here we will head south to other 
parts of the French Alps, then to the Pyrenees, the 
Italian Dolomites, the Austrian Alps, with a few 
French gorges thrown in for good measure, before 
spending a week with relatives in Holland. Then it's 
on to Nepal for five weeks before finally heading 
home in late November. Until our next 
instalment ... Best wishes to you all 

Jopie and Jenny 

Bunurons Coastal Park 24-26 July 1998 

Three Melbourne Busbies enjoyed a relaxing 
weekend at Cape Patterson. Thanks go to our leader 
Cameron for selecting a fantastic campsite, with the 
sound of waves crashing onto the shore and sheltered 
from the wind. On Saturday we walked to Eagles 
Nest, alternating between beach walking and cliff 
scrambling. Eagle's Nest is a famous site for 
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dinosaurs, but we did not meet any, but we did get 
buzzed by an acrobatic plane. Locals explained the 
significance of Shack Bay - "the" beach resort of the 
State Coal Mine at W onthaggi which operated from 
1910 to 1968. On Sunday, we beachcombed along 
the western shoreline, watching the surfers 
displaying their tricks, with lots of sea-birds and 
marine life. With the constant drizzle we eventually 
made it to "Cameron's Cave" a wind sculptured 
hollow in a cliff. The incoming tide resulted in wet 
feet and some adventurous acrobatics as we hugged 
the cliff-face. Bunurong is a beautiful coastal 
reserve, very close to Melbourne and well worth a 
visit. Thank you to Cameron for leading the week
end and to Gerry for inspiring us on his upcoming 
adventure to K2 and Kashgar. 

Rod Novak 

Tassie TiPs 
For any busbies considering a car based bushwalking 
trip to Tassie the following would be helpful. 

In Devenport a great place to stay is The Magic 
Cottage owned and operated by three North-Western 
Bushwalkers - Heather, Brian and Maureen. It is 
ideal for two people (or 2 couples) and is a lovely 
historic cottage (1890) with bed and breakfast, and is 
much better than a motel. Also, in Devenport try 
Molly Malone's Irish Pub for an evening meal - truly 
scrumptious. 

On the way to Cradle Mountain try Weindorfer's 
Great Food and Real Coffee restaurant, located under 
Mt. Rowland at Gowrie Park. As the name suggests, 
Charlotte the chef has huge delicious meals and the 
coffee is the best in Tassie. 

At Cradle Mountain, try the Waldheim cabins 
operated by the Parks and Wildlife Service. They 
have been refurbished and are ideally located for the 

· day walks. 

On the way to Strahan, do the Montezuma Falls walk 
(3 hours) and visit the mining museum at Strahan. In 
Strahan, the Visitor's Centre has an excellent exhibit 
called - West Coast Relections - which features the 
Huon Piners, Penal Colony and the fight for the 
Franklin. There is an interesting play The Ship that 
Never Was in the late afternoon (after your Gordon 
River cruise). A good day trip is to visit the 
Teekapoona Huon Pine Reserve, which is a four hour 
hike from the King River bridge. Also go and see the 
moonbirds at dusk at the ocean beach. 

If anyone is interested, I will put some brochures on 
the club noticeboard. 

Rod Novak 
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Conservation Forum 
Somewhere in this issue is an insert listing the issues 
in relation to the excision of land from the Alpine 
National Park and asking for people to write to 
Ministers Maclellan and Tehan. The Club will be 
holding a submission-writing-night on Wed 2 Sept 
where we provide everything you need to write a 
submission. Jenny Barnett of the Victorian National 
Parks Association will be giving a short talk at about 
7:30 PM on the night. So please come along. 

This is an important issue: the secretive way the 
legislation was introduced and the lack of the 
requirement for an environmental effects statement 
(EES) for the proposed development threatens all 
Victorian National Parks and belittles the democratic 
process. It's not too late to effect the outcome here. 
The development is not a forgone conclusion. The 
Minister for Planning, Rob Maclellan can demand an 
EES. It's his prerogative- and it' s his responsibility. 
If enough political pressure can be brought to bear on 
the minister then he will have to call for an EES or 
risk the consequences. There are signs that his 
department might be slowly coming to realise the 
sensitivity of the politics of this issue, so please -
make a contribution to keeping up the pressure. We 
can stop the denlopment and we can reverse the 
excision! 

I was pleased that The Age of 118/98 published my 
letter to A cess Age on this theme. I wrote in response 
to an excellent article by Brian Walters (brother to 
our Mark) in The Age on 2717/98 (p13) about the 
secretive legislation passed to exclude everyone 
without written permission from public forests in 
the Otways and in East Gippsland. There is a hefty 
and draconian fine if you stray into these areas and 
the boundaries of the restrictions are not marked or 
signposted. I'd recommend Brian's article to anyone 
who may have doubts about the politics and the 
agenda's behind these issues. 

Thanks to all the people who signed up pledging to 
write submissions at the 1 oo,oooth walker festivities. 
These will make a valuable contribution and they will 
be very timely. 

Graeme Thornton 

Page 91 

Alpine National Park Mt McKay Excision 
Late last year the state government excised 285 ha 
from the Alpine National Park without notice to 
expand the Falls Creek alpine resort. Apart from the 
precedent of removing areas from national Parks to 
promote commercial development the area contains 
the threatened Mountain Pigmy Possum and 
endangered plant communities. 

You can help by signing the petition and 
writing letters. 

If you have not already done so, please write to your 
local state parliament members and also to Rob 
Maclellan or Marie Tehan telling them what you 
think and asking that the area be returned to the 
National Park. 

At the moment our greatest chance of saving Mt Me 
Kay and environs is to request the Minister for 
Planning, Rob Maclellen, to require a full and 
comprehensive Environmental Effects Statement 
(EES) on the proposals. There is no requirement for 
an EES at the moment - an incredible situation. 

Write to: 

Rob Maclellan, 
Minister for Planning, 
Nauru House, 
80 Collins St, 
Melbourne 3000 

asking that an EES be undertaken for any 
development proposed in the Mt McKay area. 

Marie Tehan, 
Minister for Conservation and Land 
Management, 
8 Nicholson St, 
East Melbourne 3002 

protesting the excision of areas from our 
national parks to allow development. 
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Points you could make include: 

• The excision of Mt McKay was done without 
public consultation. 

• The excision of the southern slopes was against 
the advice of the Director of National Parks, 
based on advice from the Alpine Resorts 
Commission - in breach of the Alpine Resorts 
Act. 

• The whole area is within a sensitive alpine 
environment, and was formerly part of the Alpine 
National Park. 

• Mt McKay contains habitat for the endangered 
Mountain Pygmy Possum. 

• One ski-lift and 5 or 6 proposed runs pass 
through the ' preferred habitat' of the Mountain 
Pygmy Possum in breach of the Flora and Fauna 
Guarantee Act, which requires no clearing or 
earthworks in or within 30 m of ' preferred 
habitat'. 

• West Mt McKay contains an unusually large 
pristine area of alpine bogland, which is of 
exceptional conservation value. 
Downhill skiing infrastructure would threaten 
this area. 

• The Mt McKay area contains Coprosma moorei, 
a very rare plant species found nowhere else on 
the Bogong High plains. 

• The slopes include large boulders and cliffs and 
stands of dense snow gums and tall heath. 

• The area has geological features of regional 
significance including a perched valley with 
interglacial boulder deposits . 

• Extensive clearing and major works will be 
necessary to establish ski runs, and other 
facilities such as shelters, ski-hire, cafeterias, car 
parks, access roads. 

• Mt McKay has 360° views of the National Park 
and surrounding areas, and is an important 
summer recreation destination. Development 
would mar the landscape and detract from these 
uses. 

• The proposed down-hill ski field is massive; 
nearly one and a half times the size of the present 
resort ski field. 

• Developing the ski-runs would involve removing 
thousands of snow-gums, large areas of dense 
tall heathland, and numerous large boulders. 

• The bottom of the ski-lifts and many of the runs 
impinge on alpine boglands and the Pretty Valley 
Creek threatening the integrity of these areas 
through siltation and run-off. 
Clearing by hand will not remove this threat. 
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• Most of these works are in the headwaters of the 

Pretty Valley Creek catchment, which feeds 
directly into the water supply for the Kiewa 
Hydro-Electricity Scheme 

• The slopes of Mt McKay are very steep and 
suited only to advanced skiers. 

• The steep slopes will be vulnerable to landslide, 
as occured at Mt Hotham a few years ago. 

VtcWalk 

Conservation Issues 
Some readers might remember that I was handling 
conservation issues for the club a couple of years 
ago. I still have an involvement in conservation 
issues but now I represent all clubs which belong to 
the Federation of Victorian Walking clubs rather than 
just the Melbourne Bushwalkers alone. 

The Federation has a conservation committee of 
about fifteen active people. The committee attempts 
to cover a wide range of conservation issues related 
to bushwalking and welcomes the participation of 
individuals who can contribute. If you would like to 
be involved then please contact your Federation (tel 
9421 31 00) or one of your club's delegates. 

One issue which particularly concerns the Federation 
is the apparent move by governments to 
commercialise our national parks. Examples include 
the moves to tum Tidal River into a resort and the 
excision of land from the Bogong National Park. The 
Federation has joined with the VNPA and other 
interested groups in a coalition which is resisting 
commercialisation of the Wilsons Prom National 
Park. In many ways The Prom is the most important 
park to most Victorians and because of this protest 
action is being concentrated (but not exclusively) on 
this park. The first protest meeting occurred at Tidal 
River a few weeks ago. Even though there was short 
notice of the protest it was attended by about 700 
people. Planning is now taking place for another 
protest in November which will involve a long 
distance walk from Tidal River to Parliament House. 
The walk will commence on the weekend of 14/15 
November and finish on Sunday the 29th November. 
More details will be available later. For most impact, 
as many people as possible should take part, 
especially for the final day of the walk. 

Put it in your diary now! 

Bill Metzenthen 
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RelicoPters. XC fees and dams 
The Minister for Planning and Local Government 
wrote to me about the Falls Creek - Hotham 
helicopters. He attempted to justify them, but did not 
do so as his reason were general and specious. I 
have written to him seeking further clarification, but 
no reply - five weeks later. 

Mark Stone of NRE said 'I understand that persons 
who wish to access areas outside the Falls Creek 
resort can do so without having to access to groomed 
trails and would not be required to pay a fee if they 
used these alternative trails. It is my understanding 
that the access provided is viable and safe. Boards 
are responsible for ensuring the safety of the 
facilities provided within resorts for visitors and will 
make every effort to ensure that risks are minimised.' 
Enquires are continuing with the Mt Beauty CIB to 
locate these routes. As a result of the above I wrote 
to Falls Creek Resort Manager Neil Tappe about free 
access to the High Plains for XC skiers. He declined 
to show the routes on a map that I provided, but said 
that we could use the High Plains Road to the Nordic 
Bowl. This is a bit different to the advice from Mark 
Stone, as the Nordic Bowl is within the resort. 
Enquires are pending. 

In Early July the Mount Hotham Management Board 
announced that XC track fees would be waived for 
the remainder of the 1998 season. They were 
spending about five times administering the system 
as they were receiving. So forget Falls Creek, go to 
Hotham- it's free! 

The CEO of Southern Rural Water Dr Martin Kent 
advised that ' .. (dams are) unlikely and therefore 
resolved not to move to more detailed analysis of 
such storages.' He seems to be saying that there will 
be no dams on the Mitchell, Thomson or Macalister 
Rivers, but does not explicitly say so. In the 
Melbourne Age of 20 July the Deputy Premier 
Patrick McNamara was quoted as saying that a dam 
on the Mitchell River was a possibility. Enquires 
are pending. 

Stephen Lake 

THAT INFURIATING * !!! * & % * I ZIP! 
There are few things in life more maddening than a 
zip that doesn't. It did - maybe for years. Then, all of 
a sudden it won't. Teasingly, you think you've .fixed 
it, and it works a few more times providing you twist 
it just so.. . but then it falls over again, always when 
you are in a hurry and it has to work. All the people, 
myself included, whom I have ever known as owners 
of MacPac Olympus Mk II tents have faced the 
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problem with the front closure to the inner tent, 
essential for keeping mosquitoes out. Word must 
have got back to MacPac, because the Mk III 
featured a front wall to the inner tent completely . 
redesigned so as to remove the strains the older 
design placed on this zip (and at the same time 
provide more leg room for the dramatically taller 
new generation of bushwalkers). My Mk II, no 
longer mosquito proof, had died of old age and over
use. I was otherwise so pleased with its performance, 
however, that I bought a Mk III, even though I had 
not grown one millimetre and may even have shrunk 
a bit. 

In the Mk III the problem transferred to the outer. 
Flawless operation for about four years; then one 
day, oops! daylight where none should be. Before 
long it's happening nine times out of ten and the heat 
under the collar is rising. But for those who know the 
delightful green grass and shady trees in the camping 
ground at Kings Canyon, I'd given myself the 
afternoon off after a hot morning's drive and two 
hard days before that. So I decided to give the zip a 
close, if leisurely look, trying not to lose my temper 
in the process. Things always went wrong at exactly 
the same place, which I marked. Very careful 
examination revealed no irregularities in either 
direction perpendicular to the axis of the zip, either in 
the teeth or in the webbing· in which they were 
embedded. Nor was there any irregularity in the 
spacing of the teeth along the zip axis, nor any 
observable damage to the teeth. This was somewhat 
baffling. Surely whatever was causing the problem 
could not be on a scale that was microscopic? 

After more experimentation, I found that if I got it 
past the first place it sometimes went wrong further 
on, again in places where there was no obvious 
reason why it should. The only other observation I 
could add was that the way in which it went wrong 
was for the two halves to overlap, one in front of the 
other. I went off to take some photographs and 
cogitate. The only possible explanation was that there 
was too much room for the two halves to move 
around in, inside the body of the slider, if they chose 
not to mesh. This at least was consistent with 
faultless operation when new, followed by decline 
into complete uselessness as internal wear took its 
toll. It also suggested the appropriate surgery,which 
would have to wait till the end of the trip. 

The essential tool (back in Melbourne), was a pair of 
locking pliers (mine are the Smm size, brand name 
"Vise-Grip", manufactured in the US of A). Anyone 
unfamiliar with these needs to play around with them 
a bit to gain the essential understanding required for 
success. In particular, notice how turning the screw at 
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the end of the handle affects the spacing in the final 
locked position. If you can judge it right you can 
squeeze the edges of the slider together by just the 
right amount. What is the right amount? Well, too 
much would have them biting into the fabric in which 
the teeth are embedded and it would no longer be 
possible to move the slider at all. Also, you have to 
keep well out towards the edges - the centre shaft of 
the slider is incompressible, and in fact, gave me 
serious doubts that the experiment would work, 
because it makes it impossible to reduce the spacing 
where it most seems to need it. 

Does it work? To my amazement - yes - perfectly! 
Foolishly, I'd waded straight in and done it on my 
MacPac III. But of course a sample of size one tells 
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you almost nothing that is reliable. So I needed to 
increase the size of the sample. That was no trouble 
at all. I live in a junk heap because of a distressing 
habit of never throwing anything away, including old 
bushwalking equipment which has been retired for 
reasons which nearly always include zip failure. The 
old Mk II? Score two out of two. That now works 
perfectly too. The failed zip on the front pocket of a 
discarded Hallmark? Bang! Different result! The 
metal casting of the slider was much more brittle than 
that in the tent zips, and the central shaft snapped. 
Even in a case like this, however, it seems that only a 

. new slider, not an entire new zip is needed. 

Graham Wills-Johnson. 

Internet Snow Sites 

The sites below are for information. I hope that there are no typos, especially with the Canberra XC Ski 

Club address. I have not checked them all recently as there is no skiable snow (yet!). Perhaps someone could 
review the sites and recommend the good ones. Me, I'm off skiing. 

http://www.ciau.eom.au/snow/reports.htm 

http://www.pcug.org.aul-kamoylanlcxcscltextlhome.html 

http://www.ski.eom.au/ 

http://www.goski.eom.au/ 

http//www .adfa.oz.aulaais/ 

http://www.cyberski.eom.au/index.html 

http://www.webspot.eom.au/skilindeLhtml 

http://thredbo.eom.au/ 

http://rmd-www.mr.ic.ac.uklsnow/snowpage.html 

http://www.ausport.gov.aulskiinglskiahome.html 

http://www .heckler.com/ 

http://www.inch.com/-fatmag 

http://www.geocities.com/Colosseum/5160 

New members 

JACQUELINE LOUISE BRENNAN 

Cyber Interchange Australia 

Canberra XC Ski Club. 

Snow information 

Go ski, links, summer in the hills 

Australian Alpine Information Service. Good 
general resource covering Australia and NZ. 

Cyberski. General snow site, general information 
and snow reports. 

Victorian Ski Home Page, Victorian reports only, 
including Hotham and Lake Mountain. 

Thredbo Winter Home Page, Thredbo only 

The Snow Page. Excellent collection of links for 
skiers and snowboarders. 

Ski Australia. Dull: profiles of Australian skiers, 
calendar of events and general news. 

Heckler Magazine. Online magazine, 
snowboarding, skateboarding and music. 

Fresh and Tasty Like Heckler, but for women. 
Good links to other sites. 

Hotham on the web (Unofficial) Requires Frames 
and Java Capable browser. 

Stephen Lake 

LINDIA CERKVENIK 

JENNY GRICE 
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MANDY MITCHELL-TAVERNER 

CATHERINE O'CONNOR 

MERNA HAZEL O'SULLIVAN 

CAROL RIEDELL 

WENDY VINE 

Add to membershiP list: 
TANIA ADAMSON 

BOONSUGOH 

PETER HANNEMANN 

PHILIP R HEATHCOTE 

DEBORAH HENRY 

PATRICE MARRIOTT 

JAN MCELROY 

LORRAINE ROBINSON 

BRENDA SHANAHAN 

Altered Address/Phone: 
STEPHEN DOWN 

JOSEPH WRZESNIEWSKI 

ALAN IDE 

ANDREW MCCONNELL 

NINASAVVA 

BETTY VAN NEWKIRK 

Membership: 

Life Members 
Honorary Members 
Single Memberships 
Family Memberships (2x 48 ) 
Total membership 

Committee RePOrts 
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12 
10 

344 
96 

462 

Treasurer: Accounts for July1998 

Opening Balance 
Receipts 
Payments 
Closing Balance 

Walks Secretary: 

Sunday Bus 

Pack Carry 

Base camp 

Other Day 

Cancelled 

$55,684.69 
$6,808.18 
$9,310.71 

$53,182.16 

Attendances for June 98 

Trips Av 1997 

4 35.3 43.6 

2 8 10 

2 17.5 18 

3 13 16.3 

0 

Next Walks Committee meeting lOth Aug 1998 

Duty Roster 

12th Aug 

19th Aug 

26th Aug 

2nd Sept 

9th Sept 

Alan & Stuart 

Jan& Fiona 

Jean & Peter G 

Peter C & Jenny 

Peter H & Judy 

Next committee meeting 7th September 1998 



Walks in August/September 1998 

Date Location Stand 
7-9 RAWSON LODGE W/E - SKI & WALK Private EIM&M 
9Sim BLACKWOOD RANGES LOOKOUTS Bus EIM&M 
14-16 SKIING: THE BLUFF Private M 
16San YEA SPUR (YEA) Bus E&EIM 
19Wed BRISBANE RANGES- ANAKIE GORGE Private ElM 
21-23 KAMEROOI<A (PACK CARRY) Private ElM 
23Sun UPPER LODDON STATE FOREST Bus E&EIM 
28-30 SKIING: MT BUFFALO Private ElM 
29Sat DANDENONGSEXPLORER Private E 
JOSun STRATH CREEK FALLS Bus EIM&M 
4-6 Sep TA WONGA HUTS -MT FAINTER (SKI) Private M 
SSat BEARDS GULLY -STIEGLITZ Private M 
6Suo MT ALEXANDER REGIONAL PARK Bus E,EIM*M 

The NEWS of the Melbourne Bushwalkers 
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If Undelivered, please return to: 
MELBOURNE BUSHWALKERS INC. 
GPO BOX 17510, MELBOURNE, 3001 

Leader 
Merilyn Whimpey 
Judy & Peter Gipps 
Denick Brown 
John IGttson & Fay Pratt 
Trevor Tbomsoa 
Jean Giese 
Maureen Peck & Trevor Thomson 
Ken McMahon 
LaaeeMobbs 
Bernice Webster & Nigel Holmes 
TBA 
Pearson CressweU 
Mu Casley. Julie Cassar & laD 
McPhee 
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AUSTRALIA 

_}( __________________________________________________ __ 
Change of Address and/or Phone Numbers 

N.A}.ffi ···· ···································································· ··· ·· ·············· ·· ············· 

OLD ADDRESS ................................................................. ........... ......................................... ...................... . 

NEW ADDRESS ........................................................................................................................................... . 

OLD PHONE (h) .................................. (w) ...... .. ....................... . 

NEW PHONE (h) .................................. (w) ............................... . 

Make cheques or money order payable to "Melbourne Bushwalkers Inc" and post to 
Membership Secretary, GPO Box 1751Q, MELBOURNE, 3001 
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