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The Presidenfs weekend base camP 

20-22 November 1998 
Hughes Creek (near Seymour) · 

The President invites all members to join him for 
all or part of the weekend. The Sunday walkers will 

join the weekenders for tea on Sunday. 

Walk-in base camp - the walk in is about three km. 
This weekend is for everybody - those who just want 
to camp and laze about can do so in a pleasant spot 
with waterholes on hand. There will be a number of 
walks of various grades led by Presidents on Saturday 
and Sunday. 

Arrive Friday night or Saturday morning. Saturday 
walks start at 10 a.m. 

Saturday evening: Nibbles and aperitifs provided. 
BYO wine and tucker. Evening dress or fancy dress 
required. Singing, dancing, musical acts, mime, jokes 
and verse are welcome. Marissa is co-ordinating the 
concert so please register your act with her. 

On Sunday we will meet up with the day walkers 
for tea (bring your own mug). 

Join us for a great Bushie weekend! Booking 
essential for catering. 

Slide Show 

WednesdaY 21st October 8.00Pm 

Russel Willis of Willis's Walkabouts will be 
showing slides of some of his trips. Many club 
members have enjoyed Russel's trips and can 
thoroughly recommend them so come along and see 
some wonderful parts of Australia and other areas 
where he organises trips. 

ReallY Great Prom Walk 
November 15- 29, 1998 

This walk is being organised in sections where there 
are Open sections and other sections where numbers 
are limited. The Open sections are easy walking, and 
are as follows 

Sun 15/1 1 Tidal River to Lilly Pilly 3km 
Gully 

Thurs 19/11 Meeniyan to Leongatha 16km 

Sun 22/11 Poowong to Nyora 15 km 

Mon 23/11 Nyora to Lang Lang 15 km 

Sat 28/11 Huntingdale to Kooyong 
Park 

There will be a meeting in the clubrooms on the 
28th October at 8pm to coordinate our participation 
in this event. On Sunday 29th November the walk will 
culminate with a rally in the Treasury Gardens. The 
club will organise a BBQ lunch after attending the 
rally. The Sunday Bus Trip on the 29th November will 
be cancelled. 

Movie Niabts 

FridaY 16th October 

•••e Floattl 
Jam Factory Chapel St, South Yarra about 7pm 

Final Number and payment by the 14th October 
$11 perticket or a book of 10 = $8.50 perticket 

Please see Marisa or phone 

FridaY 23rd October 

Tra••••• llllow 
at the Rivoli Camberwell about 7pm 

Contact Fiona (H) (W) 
(Price to be advised depending on numbers attending -

$11.50 or less) 
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Obituary 

Norm Richards passed away on 31 July 1998. Norm 
had been ill for a time and had had heart surgery. He 
was a Life Member and the following notes are taken 
from our fifty-year history 'The Melbourne Busbies -
fifty years along the track'. 

Norm joined the Club in 1944 and became its first 
President the following year. He remained President 
until 1951, then served as President again in 1957 and 
1958. In the intervening years he was vice-President, 
and again in 1959 and 1960. Norm and his committee 
were responsible for writing the first constitution in 
1945, establishing the monthly newsletter, the News, in 
1948, printing regular walks programmes and 
implementing a management committee structure. 

Norm led many day walks, weekend trips and extended 
tours. He had a special empathy with areas above 5000 
feet. On leaving the mountains his parties would 
always sit down for half-an-hour at the 5000-feet line 
for a lingering farewell. He was active in many ways 
and held a private pilot's licence. Norm was a cross
country skier and skied when there was one hut at Falls 
Creek and no down-hill resort at all. Norm was 
appalled by the rapid deteriation of our countryside, 
with the trail bikes, four-wheel drives and the 
commercialisation of the mountains. He remained 
optimistic though, and thought that people would 
continue to work hard to protect the bush. 

Derrick Brown 

The NEWS is the official newsletter of the Melbowne 
Bushwalkers Inc. and is published monthly. 
Edited by Judy Gipps. 

Articles, walk reports, poems, snippets of news, reports of new 
gear, book reviews, letters "to the Editor", advertisements, etc are 
always welcome. The Editor reserves the right to edit articles, 
letters or other contributions, where space, clarity or propriety 
dictate. and to maintain editorial consistency 

Please note that articles for The NEWS may be : 
placed in the Red Box in the clubrooms or 
mailed to Judy Gipps, 
or 
faxed to me on 
emailed to 

Advertising Rates 

%Page I Issue-$20; 3 Issues-$50; 12 Issues ( I year)-$180 
~ Page I Issue-$30; 3 Issues-$75; 12 issues-$270 
Full Page I issues-$50; 3 issues-$125; 12 issues-$450 

Only advertisements directly relating to bushwalking will be 
accepted (eg gear, maps, trips, tours) 

Members Ads - FREE 

Closing Date for NOVEMBER 1998 News is 28th' October 98 

Winnim! Women Wanted 
rsor~"Y GuYsJ 

We are currently a group of 5 fun-loving women who 
are taking on the challenge of the Murray River Canoe 
Marathon. We'd like the company of 3 other women to 
join us! 

We aim to 'win' . A 'win' for us is to meet the 
challenge of crossing the finishing line and have a 
helluva Iota fun along the way! 

We are not interested in being 'First Over"; we are 
interested in 

• experiencing the sense of achievement thatcomes 
from realsing a goal and, 

• exploring new outdoor activities that nudge our 
limits physically and emotionally. 

We are interested in experiencing the fun and 
excitement that is inevitable in an environment of team 
spirit and in participating in an event that supports such 
a worthy cause. 

The Marathon run from Dec 27 and finishes with a 
fantastic New Year' s celebration on Dec 31! 

Interested? Call 

Carole Patterson 

Fiona Gallery 

Jan Palich 

Clare Loneraan 

Clare has not been well recently and has been in and 
out of hospital and we do wish her a speedy recovery 
and get well soon. 

WANTED 
Good Home for 4 old Wilkie Chairs 

Sylvia Ford asap 

Meetings are held in the Clubrooms, MacKenzie St., Melbowne 
(rear of the Royal Horticultural Society building) 

on WEDNESDAY Evenings between 7.00pm and 9.00pm. 

Visitors are ~welcome. 

General correspondence should be directed to: 
The Secretary, Melbowne Bushwalkers Inc. 
PO Box 175IQ, MELBOURNE 3001 
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Previews for November DaY Walks and a couPle for October 
Wednesday 21" October 1998 
Easy/Medium 

Pyrites Creek 

Leaders: 
Transport: 
Map Reference: 
Area: 
Expected Time of return: 
Approx Distance: 

MaxCasley 
Private 

Toolern Vale 1:25,000 
Gisborne 

6.00pm 
15km 

Note: The date shown on the programme is 
incorrect. 

This area is about 5km south of Gisbome in native 
forest. The walking is mainly on tracks which are fairly 
steep in places with at least two climbs over 150 metres. 
We will probably walk along. Pyrites Creek for about a 
kilometre. However, I will check the water level closer 
to the day of the walk. 

Meet 9am Westgate Bridge Park or 10 am at the comer 
of Hobbs Road and the Gisbome-Melton Road, about 
5km south of Gisbome. 

Saturday 24th October 1998 
Easy 

North Eastern 
Explorer 

Sugarloaf Reservoir 
Christmas Hills 

Leaders: 

Transport: 
Map Reference: 
Area: 
Expected Time of return: 
Approx Distance: 

Maureen Hurley ( 
( 

) 
) 

Private 
Melways Map 273 B2 and G5 

Eltham-Yarra Glen 
4.00pm 
13km 

We will meet at the Main Car Park (don't cross the 
Bridge) at 10.30am. We will do a very easy car shufile 
taking some cars across the Bridge, which will shorten 
our walk at the end by several kilometres of walking on 
concrete. 

The walk follows the main track around the Reserve and 
its a very pretty walk. Many kangaroos have been 
sighted previously. We will retire after the walk to the 
local pub which has wonderful views across the valley. 
Here we can contemplate on how good life is!. Please 
join me on what should be a great day. 

Please confirm your attendance so I'm aware of who to 
wait for. 

Sunday 25th October 1998 
Easy & Medium 

Northern Brisbane 
Ranges 

Leaders: 
Transport: 
Map Reference: 
Area: 

Alan Miller & Darryl Weinert 
Bus from South Bank Blvd. 9.00am 
lngliston & Staughton Vale 1:25000 

South of Bacchus Marsh 
Expected Time of return: 
Approx Distance: 

6.300pm 
14& 19 km 

This is a perfect walk for early October! If the weather 
is not too hot, many of the wildflowers will still be out. 
On our preview we noted: pink heath ( epacris ), holly 
grevillea, hakea, leptospennum, wattles, ·eggs & 
bacon' (pea flowers), many grass trees, caladenia 
orchids, and several others which we could not name. 
The easy walkers will probably have frequent 
wildflower stops. The medium walk will move a little 
faster, but there should still be time to gaze at some of 
the flora. 

The most energetic part of both walks will consist of 
descending into Spring Creek and climbing out on the 
far side. On our preview, we realised that our climb 
out of the creek was up a track made by kangaroos. 
When we reached the rim of the plateau on the north 
side, about 15 heads popped up a few metres away. 
After a few seconds examining us, they decided it would 
be safer to hop away. 

The easy walk will be mainly on tracks or along the 
grassy plateau next to a fence. There will be more off
track walking for the medium walk This is open 
eucalypt country with plenty of shade. The easy walk 
is suitable for new walkers. 

Sunday 1" November, 1998 
Easy & Easy/Medium 

Bamgani 
State Forest 

Leaders: Jean Woodger ~ Marisa Ri~uuto 
Transport: Bus from Southbank Boulevard at 9.00 am 
Map Reference: Grenville, Elaine, Bamganie, Medina 

Area: 
Expected Time of return: 
Approx Distance: 

1:25,000 
Meredith 

7.00pm 
14& 16 km 

Spring has burst through the winter stillness of the 
Bamganie State F crest. Pardalotes have built their 
nests in the clay walls of the dry creek bed and 
honeyeaters are busy flitting from bush to bush 
collecting nectar. Some of the walk follows Woodbume 
Creek. The easy group will cross the creek when we 
encounter steep rocky outcrops, the easy/medium will 
negotiate some of these, involving some extra 
scrambling. 
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Part of the forest is home to a colony of koalas, so look 
carefully and chances are you'll spot one or two. 
Heading west down the creek from here. We'll pass a 
few old diggings and cross to look at the remains of an 
early stone dwelling. Both groups follow a similar 
route, but the easy/medium will walk a couple of extra 
kilometres, as well as the extra climbing. 

I Saturday ,U. November 1998 
Medium/Hard 

Mt Juliet 

Leaders: Rod Novak 
Transport: Private 
Area: Healesville 
Approximate length of walk: 18 km 
Expected time of return: 6.00pm 
Map Reference:Juliet 1:50,000- Lake Mountain 1:30,000 

This is a VERY STEEP climb to Mt Juliet (which has 
no views). We will walk through magnificent mountain 
ash forest, with silver wattles and stringybark on the 
summit, and on the way down there is a glimpse of the 
Sugarloaf and the Cathedral Range. There will be a 
limit of 10 walkers (very little parking is available at the 
start of the walk). The track is very slippery when wet, 
so if it rains, we will walk in another area. 

A well earned devonshire tea and/or coffee and cake at 
Healesville will com lement a eat da . 

Sunday 8th November 1998 Cathedral Range 
Easy/Medium & Medium 

Leaders: Stuart Mann & Fiona Gallery 
Transport: Bus from Southbank Boulevard at 8.30 am 
Area: Buxton 
Approximate length of walk: 10 & 13 km 
Expected time of return: 6.30- 7.00pm 
Map Reference: Cathedral Range 1:25,000 

Both walks follow a very similar circular route with the 
Medium walk taking an extra side trip to explore 
Cathedral North and Little Cathedral. Beginning at 
Neds Gully we take our time climbing in altitude 400 
odd metres over 2.5 kms to The Cathedral (Cathedral 
Peak) with wonderful views all round. From there the 
fun begins as we carefully make our way along the 
rocky ridge with one eye on the view and the other at 
our feet. We descend at the Farmyard and pass between 
the Jawbones down to Cook's Mill. This is a fairly 
steep descent and will be slippery if wet. However, 
there are good views of the many peaks and valleys on 
the way down. From there it is fairly easy walking back 
to Ned's Gully with the sounds of Little River as 
company.lf you have never experienced the Cathedral 
Ranges this is not to be missed! 

Please note the 8:30am start (it is a bit of a 
lengthy drive 
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Wednesday 18th November 98 Bunyip Sate Forest 
Easy/Medium Labertouche 

Leaders: Margaret Borden 
Transport: Private 
Map Reference: Spion Kopje 1 :25,000 
Area: Gippsland, north of Princess Highway 
Expected Time of return: 6.00pm 
Approx Distance: 14 km 

It will be a circuit walk west, north and east of our 
starting point and hopefully we will still be able to see 
and enjoy some of the beautiful flora of the area., 
including the broad leafed grevillea. There will be 
magnificent ferns and mountain grey gum, messmate etc 
and some areas with good views plus a short nature 
walk with a waterfall. Some rather gentle climbs and 
descents, walkiilg tracks and unsealed roads. 

Sunday15th November 1998 
Easy & Easy/Medium 

Portarlington to 
Edwards Point 

Leaders: Clare Lonergan & Fay Pratt 
Transport: Bus from Southbank Boulevard at 9.00 am 
Area: Bellarine Peninsula near Geelong 
Approximate length of walk: 13 & 15 km 
Expected time of return: 6.30 

This should be a great Sunday walk along the beach 
from Edwards Point Wildlife Reserve to Portarlington. 
We hope to incorporate a few little extras such as a 
lunchtime stop at a great bakery in St. Leonards, and to 
finish at Kilgour Estate Winery which has stunning 
views over Corio Bay. For those who are not wine 
connoisseurs, there is also an emu farm at the winery. 
For those who are wine connoisseurs, this area 
specializes in Pinot Noir. The 1996 vintage was one of 
the best ever for this grape, and it should be available 
for tasting (and buying). 

Sunday 22nd November 1998 
Easy/Medium & Medium 

Hughes Creek 
Presidents Weekend 

Leaders: Jean Woodger & Brian Crouch 
Transport: Bus from Southbank Boulevard at 8.30 am 
Area: NIE of Seymour 
Expected time of return: 7.00 pm 
Approximate length of walk: 14 & 17 kms 
Map Reference: Dropmore, Mt Stewart, 

Mt Bernard 1 :25,000 

Note 8.30 Start The walks will be in open country 
above Hughes Creek, after an initial climb of 300 
metres over 3km, we' ll stay up on the hilltops to enjoy 
the wonderful views of the surrounding countryside. 
We plan to finish our walks in time to meet the weekend 
walkers at 3 .30pm, when we shall all join together for 
afternoon tea as a finale to the President' s weekend. 
B.Y.O. Mug. 
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Previews for November Weekend /Pack-CarrY /Base CamPs 
30th Oct -3rd Nov, 1998 
Easy/Medium 

Leader: 
Area: 
Transport: 
Map Reference: 

Hattah Lakes 
Pack Carry 

MaxCasley 
Mallee, near Ouyen 

Private 
Hattah Lakes 1 :25,000, 

Colinan Sth & Nth, Algona Map 
Expected Time of return: Late Tuesday 
Approximate Distance SSkm 

This walk will be through mallee scrub country, 
native pine woodland, going past some pennanent 
lakes (across dry ones). There should be plenty of 
kangaroos, emus and other bird life. We will camp 
Friday night at Lake Hattah, the next two nights 
beside the Murray and the last night at Lake 
Moumspoul finishing back at Lake Hattah on 
Tuesday. If the weather is warm enough we might 
spend some time swimming. Walking will be partly 
beside the river but mainly across country. This is 
flat country so it is a good chance to practice compass 
navigation. Bring a pedometer if you have one ! 
Bring water in the car for Friday night and Saturday. 
We will drink water from the Murray River. 

30th Oct -3rd Nov, 1998 
Various 

Hattah Lakes 
Base Camp 

Leader: Bob Steel 
Area: Near Mildura 
Transport: Private 
Map Reference: Hattah Lakes Outdoor Leisure Map, 
Expected Time of return: Late Tuesday 
Approximate Distance 40kmkm 

I intend camping at either Lake Hattah or Lake 
Moumpall (maybe at both) and doing day and half 
day walks. I may do walks requiring a car shuffle -
depends on numbers and interest. I'm hoping there 
will be plenty of water in the lakes - we will just have 
to wait and see. Lots of interest, lakes, mallee, 
sandunes, kangaroos and emus and other wildlife, the 
Murray River, lovely old red river gums. Bring water 
as local supplies are limited. 

I will be there from Friday evening to Tuesday, so 
some for 2,3 or 4 days. 

F..- .. 1~ 

Australian Mountains The Best 100 Walks bY 
TYrone Thomas and Sven Klirute. 

It's new and I'd like to sell it for $20 or best offer. My 
contact number is (work) after Oct 18. 

Alison Jenkins 

I~; November Wilky Work Partyl 

Leaders: Mick Mann, Bob Steel & Les Sorbey 
Transport: Private 
Area: Bogong High Plains 
Expected time of return: Sunday 10pm 

Mick Mann, Bob Steele and Les Sorbey (from 
Albury) and company have kindly offered to do the 
spring clean. These good people will score brownie 
points for getting the week they want for skiing next 
year .... 

6-8th November 
Easy 

Leaders: Uoyd Young(' 
Transport: 
Area: 
Expected time of return: 
Map Reference: 

Approx Distance 

Location to be confirmed. 

Wilsons Prometory 
Photographic Bushwalk 

after 6pm only) 
Private 

Gippsland 
Sunday 10pm 

Wilsons Prom 
Outdoor Leisure Map, 

25kms 

This is the first time I have led a trip like this. 

The plan is to spend some of the weekend walking and 
take some photos when we reach picturesque 
locations. Don't be afraid to bring whatever 
photographic paraphernalia you wish as I will be 
using a bucket load myself and walking at an 
appropriately reduced speed. 

It will be a good trip to take some decent shots if you 
already know how and pick up some tips if you are 
learning. I may have a night in the clubrooms two 
weeks prior to discuss what to take. 

13-15th November 1998 
Medium 

MtBogong 
Pack Carry 

Leader: Cameron McMillan 
Transport: Private 
Area: Victorian High Plains Near Mt Beauty 
Distance: 20km 
Map Reference:Bogong 1 :50,000 Outdoorleisure Map 
Expected Time of return: Sunday evening 

This Mt Bogong walk will be a circuit trip that I and 
maybe even the club has never done before. 

Friday night camp will be at the Mountain Creek 
camping ground where we will start walking from 
next morning at 8.30am and earlier if it's hot! 

Saturday we will walk along the Mountain Creek 
track then climb up the Eskdale Spur to Mt Bogong 
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for hopefully great allround views. Water can usually 
be found at the Old Summit Hut Site from a soak in 
the ground. I am not sure if the Mitchell Hut on the 
Eskdale Spur has a water tank but promise to find 
out. Camp shall be made in Black Saddle or Stirling 
Gap further on where good flowing water is close by 
in Bogong Creek. 

Sunday from East Peak we will walk north west to 
Little Mount Bogong then down a spur 1000 metres 
back to the cars at mountain creek. This might be 
scrubby so gaiters are recommended. Please bring 
clothing for cold or wet or hot conditions and carry 
two litres of water. This walk is suitable for 
reasonably fit walkers with some walking experience. 

13-15th November 1998 
Easy 

Leader: 
Transport: 

Introduction to Wilky 
Wildflower Weekend 

Sylvia Ford ( ) 
Private 

Come and find out about our wonderful piece of real 
estate on the Bogong High Plains. It requires some 
driving experience so members need to learn the ropes 
if they wish to make use of it for themselves. There 
are lovely walks from there and the early spring 
flowers should be blooming. 

20-22nd November 1998 
Easy & Easy/Medium 

Leader: 
Transport: 
Area: 
Distance: 
Map Reference: 

Expected Time of return: 

President's Weekend 
Hughes Creek 

Derrick Brown 
Private 

Near Seymour 
Various 

Mt Stewart 7923·1-4, 
Mt Bernard 7924-2·3 

Sunday evening 

Description of walk: See front page. 

Member of 

~ 
Federation has moved 

They are now at 

332 Banyule Road, Viewbank 3084. 
Tel94551876 Fax 9457 5438 
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Walk in the WarbY Ranses 
There had been bountiful spring rains in the W arby 
Ranges and as we headed off, the ground was covered 
with a carpet of early nancy's. We made our way 
through open forest and soon were discovering many 
of the paxks wild flowers, small pink and blue 
Caladenias, large purple wax lips, many green hoods 
and nodding blue lilies which we were to find 
everywhere during the course of our walk. We made 
our way north west to the old fire tower. The views of 
the mountains were obscured by the could. On the top 
of the ridge the grevillea alp ina was in full flower with 
various wattles and fringe myrtle. 

When we stopped for lunch Klaas had his first 
experience with a drop bear, as a koala fell out of a 
tree. We then headed south for Ryans lookout, where 
the leader provided us with a lucky dip, then we 
headed along Loggers Lane to our camp site at 
Wenharns. While thunder clouds built up all around 
us we lit the fire and watched a spectacular display of 
thunder clouds as we tucked into an array of goodies. 

Next morning after a few brief early showers, we 
headed off around the Friends Track where we were 
once again treated to a marvellous array of wild 
flowers including mass displays of green hood and 
donkey orchids. We made our way across country, 
bird watching as we went to our lunch spot, where 
just as we opened our packs, a brief shower passed 
over. We then made our way back to Pine Gully 
through open forest with a large stand of cypress pine. 
A final walk around the nature trail ended a wonderful 
weekend walk. Thank you Rod for a great well 
organised walk. 

Rod, Sylvia, Dave, Klaas, Jo-Anne, Cameron, Carol, 
Stephen and Pearson. 

Dave and Sylvia Andrews 
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The ·1o0.000th Walker" Veterans· lunch 

Sunday 13 September 1998 
Balwyn Community Centre 

Many of us often experience a special feeling about 
the Bushies at certain times; coming back from a 
Sunday trip on the bus, perhaps, or actually on a 
walk. For me it occurs when I'm sitting around the 
campfire after a good day' s walking. It occurred 
again when more than 60 veteran Bushies from the 
1940's, 50' s and 60's got together for a lunch as part 
of our celebrations for the 100,000th walker and the 
5,000th Club trip. To see so many people who so 
obviously enjoyed their continuing association with 
the Club get together and talk about their bushwalking 
past was a very special experience. 

A number could not make it; we had apologies and 
best wishes from June and Bruce Muir, Majorie 
Elmore, Fred Scofield, Susan Carlyon, Earl Lavender, 
Anthony (Bill) Hordern, Val Elder, Jean Giese, Barry 
and Gwenda Short, Neville and Carol Simpson, Daryl 
and Anne Sullivan, Sue and Rex Filson. Among those 
who attended we had such luminaries as Egon Donath 
(a founder member), Fred Halls, who made it in a 
wheelchair, Nick Cole and Sue Forrester. Still-active 
members were represented by Rod Mattingley, Doug 
Pocock, Jan Llewelyn, Bob Steele, Lance Mobbs and 
Athol Schaffer. Some of the veterans had travelled 
interstate to be with us. They has all passed the 
navigation 'test' - the invitation had provided the 
wrong Melway page reference - it pointed to the 
cemetery! 

After a delightful lunch provided by Wendy Truscott, 
served by a willing band of helpers, I welcomed our 
guests and talked about the events which had triggered 
this occasion. Our lOO,OOOth walker, Eleanor 
Weekes, was present and Eleanor was presented with 
her certificate and a gift. Eleanor responded to the 
company, saying what a surprise it was to her to be 
told that she was 'the one' . The commemorative cake 
was cut by Athol Schaffer. Athol was the longest
serving Bushie present who was still an active 
member. Athol joined the Club in 1952, has been a 
long-time walk leader, an editor of the 'Walk' 
magazine, a 'News' convenor, and he was made a Life 
Member in 1969. He continues to lead walks and is 
still a Federation representative. As he cut the cake he 
remarked that it reminded him of a relief map of the 
High Plains! 

The Club was presented with a sugar bowl by Henry 
and Suzy Cymbalist. These rather nice silver-plated 
bowls were, at one time, presented to couples who had 
met and married as Club members. This one was 
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presented almost fifty years ago, on 22/12/49. These 
days couples only receive a spoon! 

We continued the afternoon chatting over old times 
and looking at an exhibition of photographs taken by 
Bob Steele and some photograph albums belonging to 
Barbara Bryan. There were many photos of the 
veterans, looking rather young, slim and fit! Old 
photographs of Wilky caused someone to remark that 
there were no fewer than five ex-Wilky managers 
present, together with the current manager! 

John Siseman gave a vote of thanks to Sylvia Ford 
and the helpers who had done such a grand job to 
organise and run the day. It was clear that the 
veterans really appreciated this occasion to get 
together again. For my part, I felt inspired by the 
veterans' fond memories and by their continuing 
interest in our exploits. It was, I think, a day that we 
can be proud of. 

A note from the 1 oo.ooo1h Walker 

Having my name "pulled out of the Hat" as the 
lOO,OOOth Melbourne Bushwalker was a wonderful 
surprise. Its the first time I've ever 'got a guernsey" 
in any sort of raffle or game of chance. But it was a 
thrill because my membership of the Melbourne 
Bushwalking Club does indeed go back many years -
it must be the sixties - but the actual date of joining is 
lost in memory. Certainly I remember going up the 
narrow stairs to the Club Rooms at Hosier Lane, off 
Flinders Street, the air thick with the buzz of voices 
talking of walks being planned, walks just passed, 
photos being passed around and maps being poured 
over. So in a way, perhaps, I may be representative 
of many walkers who have been a member of the Club 
for many years - some years more active than others -
but always able to comfortably return after often 
lengthy times of inactivity. The "Bushies" are always 
welcoming - there are always Bushwalking friends 
from walks and camps shared as well as new faces of 
those who have recently discovered the joys of 
bushwalking - many interesting conversations and 
yarns. Plus - over the years - a certain amount of 
salacious gossip - but discretion rules! 

Some of the experiences over the years includes 
various weeks at ''Wilky" - loving Cross-Country 
Skiing in both sunshine and sleet - eating amazing 
dinners concocted from the dried foods we have 
bought in in the Summer (a surplus of dried beans!) -
countless Sunday walks all around environs of outer 
Melbourne - backpacking and base-camping up 
around Mt Hotham area, trudging back along the 
RazorBack with blisters after a wonderful weekend of 
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walking and camping - boating over to SNAKE 
ISLAND onto a semi deserted island with wonderful 
beaches and Banksia forests. Changes in culture over 
the years - in early days admiring the stalwarts who 
set up a spartan camp with just canvas and tree 
branches as tent poles and an old ground sheet for a 
floor. The process of change as deck-chairs, 'top of 
the range' all complete tents and top cuisine infiltrated 
the base camps. 

Cheerful trips on the old Van, navigation courses and 
learning to read Maps and Compass~ 

The Melbourne Bushwalkers Club is a wonderful 
Club - where there are many "kindred spirits" who 
love the outdoors and a great variety of friendly 
people. 

Congratulations to all who worked for the Club in 
various capacities over the years and the research that 
went into targeting so exactly the walk in which the 
lOO,OOOth walker was located. Again I can only say 
how thrilled and surprised I was to be that person! 

Eleanor Weekes 
September 1998 

conservation Forum 
More on the theme of what is happening to our parks 
- there will be a "camp in" in the Alpine National 
Park to highlight and protest the excision of Mt 
McKay and environs from the Park. It will follow 
after, and build on, the momentum of The Really 
Great Prom Walk. The date hasn' t been finally set, 
but it will be early December. There will be options 
to camp out and, alternately, some under-roof 
accommodation. A week-end will be given to the 
camp-in followed by an organised flora and fauna 
survey over the following 4-5 days. There will be a 
call for volunteers for the survey. More details later 
when they become available. 

Per last months newsletter, the alpine grazing licences 
have been extended for 7 years. I thought it might be 
of interest to ''News" readers if I were to quote from 
the Sept ' 98 edition of the "Mountain Cattlemen's 
News". 

. . . ''The Association is very pleased with the final 
outcome of 12 months of discussion with Parks 
Victoria." 

"Despite claims in the media that the licences contain 
'stringent new conditions to protect sensitive 
conservation areas ' there are NO new conditions in 
the licence document. This means to us that the 
conditions set out in the original licence document 
were more than sufficient to meet the needs of 
conservation of any significant conservation areas. 
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The changes in the licence conditions relate to 
administrative matters." 

"The only condition which has been altered to protect 
conservation values is the clause relating to weeds." 

''There has also been some suggestion from 
conservation groups and reported in the newspapers 
that fees paid by the licencees are far too low and out 
of proportion to the cost of administering the licence." 

' 'This may be the case, however, our Association 
cannot be held responsible for the administrative 
difficulties experienced by Parks Victoria. Many 
Department staff readily agree that the administration 
of grazing licences, in the past, has been a shambles. 
Besides, the conservation groups can hardly complain 
at the lack of revenue raised by grazing licences fees, 
since they are the very ones responsible for the very 
significant reduction in the number of cattle grazing 
on the high country." 

"A simple remedy to increase revenue to the 
Department is to increase cattle grazing on the high 
plains." 

' 'This solution seems to be lost on the opponents of 
grazing." ... 

I don't know about others, but I think that the 
cattlemen have formed a colourful part of our history 
and because of that I have had some empathy for the 
traditional family graziers. But, when I read the 
above and I note that more and more of the traditional 
family runs are now incorporated businesses and it is 
near impossible to work out who actually owns them; 
I loose a bit more empathy. Why have empathy for a 
purely commercial operation? 

As reported last month, one offer put to Parks 
Victoria was for $16 per head not to graze cattle 
(versus the $5 per head to the cattlemen). If the 
cattlemen' s argument on increasing revenue is genuine 
then they should have supported that offer as it would 
have returned 220% more revenue - and with zero 
administration costs. However, this solution seems to 
have been lost on the proponents of grazing! 

The Falls Creek Comprehensive Development Plan 
was released (on 29/9/98) and there are other similar 
plans for Mts Hotham (30/9/98) and Buller. We must 
comment ofthese and I will get copies for The Club. 
I've not sighted the plans and I'm not clear on how 
much of the development will be within the boundaries 
of the existing FC resort and how much is planned for 
the excised land. 

Graeme Thornton 
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SPanish Interlude 

A letter from Jenny Flood and Jopie Bodegraven on 
a walking and touring holiday in Europe. 

Late August 

We expected a quiet night camped in the small 
historical Spanish village whose main function was as 
a base for serious canyoneers. At 10.30pm it began. 
Loud Spanish rock music to be shared with the world 
from a stage in the village square. At 3am it was still 
going. We don't know when it stopped but the next 
night at a different campground 2km from another 
historic village it did stop - at 5.15 am! What must it 
be like on the Costa del Sol or in Madrid. Small 
wonder that Spanish campgrounds were like morgues 
til after 9 am. 

During our 10 days in Spain we did find some 
wonderful scenery. One area called the Sierra Guara 
has some wonderful canyons, most of which require 
wetsuits and abseiling gear, but there is one very 
beautiful one that is easy. We shared it with lots of 
commercial groups in wetsuits, helmets and buoyancy 
vests. Their aim was to stick to the water wherever 
possible through waterfalls, pools, narrow chutes and 
caves. This helped to prevent death through 
overheating in the wetsuits. It was great fun and very 
spectacular. 

Another superb area was a granite massif studded 
with beautiful alpine lakes. It had the incredible name 
of Pare National D 'Aigues Tortes (Saint Maurie! 
(Saint Maurici for short). The Pyrenees excel in 
glacial lakes whereas the Alps are relatively poor in 
them. Too much limestone I think. 

The Pyrenees are a classic example of a rain shadow. 
The French side is green and lush. The Spanish side 
as you descend becomes dry and semi arid, often 
reminiscent of the Flinders Ranges and with 
correspondingly fewer inhabitants and smaller 
villages. 

The Spanish roads were a relief. They are more like 
Australian roads, wide with shoulders, instead of the 
terrifyingly narrow and shoulderless French Pyrenean 
ones squeezed between a rock cliff and a ditch or 
abyss, admittedly often with a stone fence. 

We expected Spain to be cheaper than France and 
indeed petrol was only $1.25 per litre compared to 
$1.65 in France, but camping cost 50% more ($19 to 
$25 for 2 including car) and food was about the same. 

We had a brief encounter with Mediterranean coastal 
madness. On our way from the Pyrenees back to the 
French Alps (on surprisingly better roads than earlier) 
we drove through some coastal holiday towns, jam 
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packed with cars and people, impossible to park in, a 
bit like St Kilda on a Summer Sunday only 20 times 
as big. What a relief to get back into the mountains. 

In the really alpine areas in France the holiday makers 
are almost exclusively French. We hear only French 
as we tramp up to spectaculars glaciers, waterfalls 
and view points. It's a bit intimidating at times but 
the scenery is no less stupendous. We're very good at 
saying Bonjour now, having said it a few thousand 
times. In a few days time we start saying Buon 
Giomo and Ciao in Italy 

The Italian Dolomites 

Early September 

We have been in the Domomites for a week now. 
After 2 months of a glorious European summer the 
weather is taking its revenge. Clouds and now rain 
have obscured much of the stupendously spectacular 
scenery and we have managed only a few shortish 
walks and via ferratas. Every evening we drool over 
the descriptions in our guide books. The potential on 
and among these dramatic craggy limestone mountains 
is fantastic. Tomorrow is forecast to be a good day 
yippee! 

Italy is expensive especially the Dolomites because 
they are so popular. Fuel is $1.70 per litre and 
camping costs nearly double what it does in France. 
There aren't anywhere near as many campgrounds, 
probably because camping isn't part of the national 
culture like it is in France. In peak period, the 
mountain refuges can be as cheap as camping, 
cheaper if you are on your own. Mountain lifts cost 
more than France and food is a bit dearer. The lifts 
will blow our budget when the weather comes good. 

Italy's two top mountain resorts are an experience to 
behold. Madonna di Campiglio and Cortina 
d ' Ampezzo are both beautiful with truly spectacular 
settings (when not in cloud). The hotel balconies are 
festooned with flowers. Both absolutely reek of 
money. Wealth drips from the lavish shop windows 
making T oorak look positively sleazy. We don't 
recommend them for a budget holiday but do come for 
a walk, camp and use the mountain refuges in the 
surrounding areas; as they are superb. 

Tomorrow we hopefully will do a spectacular ridge 
via ferrata route in glorious sunshine. 

Arrivederci 
Jopie and Jenny 
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TALES FROM THE WILD 
r American tales. of courseJ 

• "Too many bugs and leeches and spiders and 
spider webs. Please spray the wilderness to rid the 
area ofthese pests." 

These are actual comments left on Forest Service 
comment cards by backpackers completing wilderness 
camping trips: 

• "A small deer came into my camp and stole my 
bag of pickles. Is there a way I can get 
reimbursed? Please call." 

• "Escalators would help on steep uphill sections." 

• "Instead of a permit system for hikers, the Forest 
Service needs to reduce worldwide population 
growth to limit the number of visitors to 
wilderness." 

• "Trails need to be wider so people can walk while 
holding hands." 

• "Found a smouldering cigarette left by a horse." 

• "Trails need to be reconstructed. Please avoid 
building trails that go uphill." 

• "Please pave the trails so they can be plowed of 
snow in the winter." 

• "Chairlifts need to be in some places so that we 
can get to wonderful views without having to hike 
to them." 

• "The coyotes made too much noise last night and 
kept me awake. Please eradicate these annoying 
animals." 

• ''Need more signs to keep area pristine." 

• "A McDonald's would be nice at the trailhead." 

• "The places where trails do not exist are not well 
marked." 

• "Too many rocks in the mountains." 

Nigel Holmes 

.... IU .... au Coast Expedition 
5 Weeks: March - April 1999 

Waterfalls, gorges, beautiful pools, Aboriginal 
art, seaplanes, and boots - this trip has all 
these and more. If you can't manage the full 
five weelcs, hop on one of the Rights which 
brings in our food drops and you con do arry 
one of the three sections. 

Do you want to ... Kakaclu at its 
lush, green, tropical best without 
having to worry about camping in 
the rain? 

Would you like to relax in beautiful, natural 
pools while you soak up the sights and 5alllts 

A JlOrt ad like this can't begin to desaibe the of the bush around you~ This is the only trip 
incredible wilderness through which those who any lour operator offen which lakes you far of 
toke port willlraYel. the beaten track by day ond brings you bock 
If you are at all interest.cl in what to a comfonable bed at night. 
this land has to affw, you owe it to lntwestecl? Ask for the ~\2 
yourself to as~c tor .... trip naees. trip naees. ~'(~e • 

0 

Formore ~ ~~-~~·~ 
information .J.-o ~ ~ ., . e ·~ ~m~ about these . V C9 I flt'O \. ~ • • 
trips oncJ the rest of ~n . eO Ql , 
our bushwolking .,..,enenC ~ 
program contod: 4Stlii'l\ 

Willis's Wal&:abauts 12 Cca 1 ington St Millner NT 0810 
walkabout@ais.com.au 
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New members 

WENDY CUSTANCE 

BILLFOORD 

KATHLEEN GRACE KERR 

JILL KATHERINE QUIRK 

SUSAN RAFFERlY 

LESLIE SOBEY 

Add to membershiP list: 

ALISTAIR K. BODYCOMB 

ARNOLD LA 

Altered Address/Phone: 

SYLVIA FORD 

ALISON JENKINS 

MARGOT MCNAMARA 

MERRYN & STEPHEN ROWLANDS 

DARRYL WEINERT 
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Committee Reports 

Treasurer: 

Opening Balance 
Receipts 
Payments 
Closing Balance 

Membership: 

Life Members 
Honorary Members 
Single Memberships 

Accounts for Sept, 1998 

$54,614. 25 
$3 ,078. 01 
$5,52 5. 81 

$ 52 , 166. 45 

12 
10 

358 
Family Memberships (2x 48) 96 
Total membership 

Duty Roster 

14th Oct 

21st Oct 

28th Oct 

4th Nov 

lith Nov 

Stuart & Alan 

Jean &Jan 

Jenny & Sylvia 

Judy & Peter H 

Peter H & Peter G 

Next committee meeting 9th November 1998 

Bushwalk at ··varra Granse., 

476 

On Sunday 25th October a bushwalk is being 
organised on this private property on the Yarra River. 
A BBQ and drinks will be available from Sam to 6pm 
included in the entry of $15 per person and $5 for 
children under 14 years. 

R.S .V.P. Michael Herman 
Yarra Grange 
Coldstream 3770 



Walks in October/November 1998 

Date Location 
9-11 MT KOOYOORA-MELVILLE CAVES Private 
9-11 MT MCDONALS -LOW SADDLE- THE Private 

KNOBS 
10Sat TRACK MAINTENANCE Private 
11 Sun MT GORDON RIDGE (8.30 START) Bus 
16-18 BLANKET BAY - CAPEOTWAY Private 
18Sun BUNYIP GOREST:BORONIA & Bus 

GREVILLEA 
21Wed PYRITES CREEK(GISBORNE) Private 
23-25 BRIGGS BLUFF (GRAMPIANS) Private 
24Sat NORTH EASTERN EXPLORER Private 
25Sun NORTHERN BRISBANE RANGES Bas 
Cup Day Weekend 
30-3 Nov HATTAH LAKES BASE CAMP Private 
30-3 Nov HATTAH LAKES PACK CARRY Private 
1 Sun BAMGANIE STATE FOREST Bas 
6-8 WILKY WORK PARTY Private 
7 Sat MTJULIET Private 
8SUN CATHEDRAL RANGE (8.30 START) Bus 
6-8 WILSONS PROM PHOTOGRAPmC TRIP Private 
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Stand 
Easy 
Medium 

Euy 
E&FlM 
Easy 
E&FlM 

ElM 
M 
Euy 
E&M 

Various 
ElM 
E&FlM 
E 
MIH 
FJM&M 
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Leader 
JudyGipps 
Gina Hopkins 

Anile Wilkins 
Peter McGrath & Jan Palich 
Sylvia Ford 
Peter Bavlich & Maqot 
Mc:Namara 
MuCasley 
Alan Clarke 
MaUJ'ftll Barley 
Alan MIDer & Darryl Weinert 

Bob Steel 
MaxCasley 
Jean Wood~ & Marisa Rhzuto 
Sylvia Wilson 
Rocl Novak 
Stuart Mann & Fiona Gallery 
U oyd Young 
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AUSTRALIA 

_}( __________________________________________________ ___ 
Change of Address and/or Phone Numbers 

N~ .................. .... ................................................................................... . 

OLD ADDRESS ............ ... ........................... ................................................................................................. . 

NEW ADDRESS .......... .... ......... ....................................... ... ................................. ... .................................... .. . 

OLD PHONE (h) .................................. (w) .. .... ................... ... ... . 

NEW PHONE (h) .. ........... ...... ...... .... ..... (w) ............................... . 

Make cheques or money order payable to "Melbourne Bushwalkers Inc" and post to 

Membership Secretary, GPO Box 1751Q, MELBOURNE, 3001 
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