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Notice 

PRICE 60 cents I 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of Melbourne Bushwalkers Inc 
will be held on 

Wednesday 24 February 1999 at 8.00 pm, in the Horticultural Hall, Victoria Street, 
(enter from the Clubrooms, Mackenzie Street) 

for tabling of Annual Reports and Election of Office Bearers. 
All Welcome. Only Members can vote. 

Agenda 

1. Minutes from the Half Yearly General Meeting 1997 
2. Treasurer's Report 

3. A motion on Grievance Procedure (Details of motions in this edition of NeWS) 
4. Election of Committee and Office Bearers 
5. General Business 

Ue~etarian Dinner 
Saturday January 3oth 7.30pm 

The Vegie Bar 
380 Brunswick St 

Fitzroy 

Licenced or (BYO $2.50 p.P.) 

R.S.V.P. Sunday 24th January 
Please Note 

Limited number of 15 
So phone 

As soon as possible to reserve your booking 

Walhalla Weekend 
Saturday 23rd- 25th January 

Places are still available 

The Walhalla Base Camp on Australia Day weekend 
will be different from other years. **Note change 
from dates shown on Walks Program. We will be 
staying for 3 nights namely Sat 23/1, Sun 24/1 and 
Mon 2511. contact Brian Crouch 

Due to Overwhelming Demand 

The Murray River Canoeing is Back!!!. 
23-26 January (Australia Day Weekend) 

Suitable for Beginners (See Details inside) 
Book early so you will not be left out this time. 

Contact George Zamora 

FEDERATION DAY WAlK 
Helpers Needed 

21st March 1999 

If you are able to help in any way, please ring Jean 
W oodger ,, Pearson Cresswell 
Max Casley . (see details inside) 
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From the President 

Thanks to Marisa and many helpers the Christmas 
party attracted what must have been a record number 
this year. Some fine outfits were displayed and many 
Busbies joined in the Christmas carols performed by 
Brian Crouch and his choir. 

Again we had a good number of walkers out over the 
holiday period who experienced a variety of weather 
from snow to rather hot! I look forward to reading the 
reviews. This time of the year is a particularly good 
time for weekend walking, canoeing, liloing, - the 
walks are planned taking account of the weather and 
include lots of water - so don't miss out on the 
opportunities, especially over the long weekend. 

The Annual General Meeting will be held in February. 
All of the Management Committee positrons 
automatically become vacant and anyone wis.hing to 
stand should please let me or one of the committee 
members know. Several of the Committee will not be 
standing for re-election so please consider putting in 
something for the Club. We do like to have some new 
people coming forward each year; you don't need to be 
especially experienced, just willing! We will consider 
job-sharing! 

Derrick Brown 

The NEWS is the official newsletter of the Melbourne 
Bushwalkers Inc. and is published monthly. 
Edited by Judy Gipps. 

Articles, walk reports, poems, snippets of news, reports of new 
gear, book reviews, letters "to the Editor", advertisements, etc are 
always welcome. The Editor reserves the right to edit articles, 
letters or other contributions, where space, clarity or propriety 
dictate. and to maintain editorial consistency 

Please note that articles for The NEWS may be : 
placed in the Red Box in the clubrooms or 
mailed to Judy Gipps, 
e-mailed to 
faxed to Judy Gipps on 

Advertising Rates 

Y. Page I lssue-$20; 3 Issues-$50; 12 Issues (1 year)-$180 
Y. Page I lssue-$30; 3 Issues-$75; 12 issues-$270 
Full Page 1 issues-$50; 3 issues-$125; 12 issues-$450 

Only advertisements directly relating to bushwalking will be 
accepted (eg gear, maps, trips, tours) 

Mem hers Ads - FREE 

Closing Date for FEBRUARY 99 News is 27th January 99 
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FEDERATION DAY 

Helpers Needed 

Melbourne Bushwalkers is the host club for Federation 
Day on 21st March 1999, to be held at the Old School 
Camp, Steiglitz, Brisbane Ranges National Park. 

We have drafted up 20 walks of varying lengths and 
grades, and need some more volunteer leaders for the 
day. We will also need at least 15 volunteers around 
the Camp to help with walk bookings, parking, tea 
making, first aid. 

If you are able to help in any way, please ring Jean 
Woodger , Pearson Cresswell 
Max Casley 

This will be great day for meeting up with old friends 
and new ones. More details in next month's News. 

Jean Woodger 

WilkY UPdate 

l. Don't forget Pearson Cresswell is holding the fort 
till I come back at the end of Jan ( ) 

2. Alpine National Park work party is on March 12-
14th - not Jan as appeared in last News. We stay at 
Wilky and go out and do good deeds as directed by the 
Park Rangers. Always lots of Fun. 

Sylvia Ford 

At the Christmas Party 

Meetings are held in the Clubrooms, MacKenzie St., Melbourne 
(rear of the Royal Horticultural Society building) 

on WEDNESDAY Evenings between 7.00pm and 9.00pm. 

Visitors are always welcome. 

General correspondence should be directed to : 
The Secretary, Melbourne Bushwalkers Inc. 
PO Box 1751Q, MELBOURNE 3001 
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Previews for February DaY Walks and One for January 
Sunday 31 January 1999 
Easy/Medium & Medium 

Yea Rock 
Murrindindi 

Leaders: 
Transport: 

Stuart Mann & John Kittson 
Bus from Southbank Boulevard at 9.00 am 

Area: 
Expected time of return: 
Approximate length of walk: 
Map Reference: 

Near T oolangi 
7.00pm 

14 & 19 km 
Taggerty South 

8023·3-S 1 :25 000 

It sounds good, but is it _______ Yeah Rock or 
Yeah Rock. 

Come along and find your own missing adjective. 

Depending upon, the under the weather conditions of 
the leaders, both walks may have such rewards as 
suspension bridges, hills, waterfalls, cascades, hills, 
ferns, hills, rain forests and search parties. 

Then again, there might be none of the fore mentioned. 

The leaders might even decide not to go to _____ _ 
_YEAH _______ ROCK. (And find out why they 
are supposed to do a walk preview, and then explain 
why there was a club walk to Mount Koala, that did 
not go to Mount Koala.) 

Saturday 6th February 1999 
Medium 

Dandenongs 

Leaders: 
Transport: 
Area: 

Jerry Grandage 
Private 

Dandenongs 

This will be a challenging walk in the Dandenongs. 
Call the leader or see him in the Clubrooms. 

Sunday 7th February 1999 
Easy/Medium & Medium 

Dyers Creek 
Bunyip River 

Leaders: 
Transport: 
Area: 

William Cone & Peter McGrath 
Bus from Southbank Boulevard at 9.00 am 

Bunyip State Park & 
Gembrook State Park (Healesville) 

Expected time of return: 7.00pm 
Approximate length of walk: 12 & 15km 
Map Reference: Gilwell & Beenak 1 :25,000 

This are on the eastern border of Melbourne is alive 
with forests that have been former logging camps as 
they are a rich source of timber especially Mountain 
Ash. As was usual, Tramways transported the logs to 
regional transport hubs - in this case a narrow gauge 
rail line connected Ferntree Gully to Gembrook Forest 
harvesting (logging) ceased in 1990 and the parks were 
declared in 1992. 

The distance of both walks has been reduced as both 
walks involve a little extra climbing. 

Both walks will visit Egg Rock which is a prominent 
spot and offers an excellent view over the area. Expect 
a "mountain experience" similar to the other family of 
walks the club offers in the area i.e. Powelltown, Nojee 
and water catchment areas all vitally important to 
Melbourne's part and future. 

Sunday 14th February 1999 
Easy & Easy/Medium 

Cape Woolamai 

Leaders: 
Transport: 

Brian Crouch & Ros Breen 
Bus from Southbank Boulevard at 9.00 am 

Area: 
Expected time of return: 
Approximate length of walk: 

Phillip Island 
7.00 pm 

15 & 18 km 

This walk will be enjoyable as it takes in some 
spectacular scenery with a mix of rugged coastline, 
grasslands and sandy beaches. A highlight will be 
reaching Cape Woolamai where we get spectacular 
views across Phillip Island and towards Wonthaggi. 
This is the highest point on the island. Mutton bird 
rockeries, old granite quarry and the Pinnacles are 
other interesting features. Some of the time will 
definitely be beach walking either on the Eastern 
sheltered side of the island or on rugged Woolamai 
Surf Beach. 

The area has NO SHADE so be prepared. 

Wednesday 17th February 1999 Donna Buang 
Easy/Medium Cement Creek 

Leaders: 
Transport: 
Area: 
Expected time of return: 
Approximate length of walk: 

Map Reference: 

Max Casley 
Private 

Warburton 
6.00pm 

15km (will be 
reduced if hot) 

Juliet South 1 :25,000 

Meet at 9 Albert Cres, Surrey Hills at 8.30am or at 
Cement Creek car park at 10.15 am. 

Some people may like to inspect the new canopy "sky" 
walk, and the new metal walkway to Cement Creek. 
There is also a smart new toilet block - not as graceful 
as the old stove buildings. 

We start walking generally north east up a grassy track, 
past huge eucalyptus trees, up to Boobyalla saddle for 
lunch and a climb up 320m over 5km distance. From 
there we go over Mt Boobyalla and on to Mt Donna 
Buang for views from the tower. If we feel energetic 
we can follow the foot track to Mt Victoria. This track 
is easy and fairly level but a bit overgrown in parts. 
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A magnificent area with, myrtle beech trees ferns fresh 
air and shade from the summer sun. 

Sunday 21st February 1999 
Easy & Easy/Medium 

Ben Cairn
Mt Toolbewong

Pantom Gap 

Leaders: John Kittson & Fay Pratt 
Transport: Bus from Southbank Boulevard at 9.00 am 
Area: S.E. of Healesville (along Don Rd) 
Expected time of return: 7.00p, 
Map Reference: Juliet South 8022·4-S 

The bus will take us out along Canterbury Road via 
Lilydale, with out toilet stop at Healesville, then along 
the Don Road to Panton Gap, our starting point at GR. 
741262 on the Juliet South Map. The easy walkers 
leave the bus at this point and head out to Mt 
Toole_Be_ Wong. If the weather is clear you will be 
able to get good views. 

This area has a good varied bird life to be seen, along 
with tall Mountain Ash and fern gullies - also being a 
summer walk it should be cooler than in Melbourne. 

The easy/medium group will leave the bus at Don Gap, 
GR 767266 and walk on four wheel tracks out to Ben 
Cairn - again good views - then re-trace their steps 
back via Don Gap to Panton Gap and out to Mt 
Toole_Be_ Wong. Looking at reports this is a walk 
that has not been done by the Club before. If it's a 
warm day bring plenty of water to drink. 

·---Cape Woolamai 

\;----Wilsons Promontory 

Saturday 27th Feb 1999 Dandenongs Explorer 
Easy Sassafras- Sherbrooke Forest 

Leaders: 
Transport: 
Expected time of return: 
Approximate length of walk: 
Map Reference: 

Michael Humphrey 
Private 

Approx Spm 
12 kms 

Melways Maps 66 & 75 

Come along and join me in this very beautiful part of 
the Dandenong' s. Beginning at Grants Picnic Ground 
(Melway map 75 K4) we make our way to Beagleys 
Bridge where we pick up the walking track which 
skirts Sassafras Creek to Olinda. 
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We will have lunch at a very pretty spot beside 
Sassafras Creek and then continue to the town ship of 
Sassafras and Ferny Creek Reserve for afternoon tea
after which we make our way into Sherbrooke Forest 
for the return journey. I have chosen this area for it's 
cool and shady surrounds as this time of year can be 
very hot. 

We will continue the walk promptly at 12.00 midday at 
Grants Picnic Ground. If you are coming by public 
transport, the train arrives at 11.22am at Belgrave 
Station. Please phone me at home on if you 
need to be picked up. 

To finish the day and welcome in another year of 
Dandenongs walks you are all invited to a barbeque 
back at Grants Picnic Ground -BYO everything. Even 
if you don't join us on the walk why not join us at the 
barbeque- we'll be back around 5.00pm. 

Sunday 28th Feb 1999 
Easy & Easy/Medium 

Lost Childrens Track 
Daylesford 

Leaders: 
Transport: 

Peter Havlicek & Jan Palich 
Bus from South bank Boulevard at 9.00 am 

Area: 
Expected time of return: 

Daylesford 
7.00 pm 

14& 17 km Approximate length of walk: 
Map Reference: Eganstown - Daylesford -

Bullarto - Barkstead 2723- 1/2/3/4 

The walk retraces for the most part the tragic 
wanderings of three small boys (age 4-7) in the 1860's. 
The walk is is all on tracks. There are no major 
climbs. The easy/medium will visit Sailors Falls, a 
beautiful waterfall which hopefully will be full with 
some January rain. The easy walk takes in Jubilee 
Lake, once Daylesford water supply which was 
temporally converted into a dredging operation. The 
walks finish near the spot where the children were 
found dead after they had crawled into a hollow log fo: 
shelter. 

At the Christmas Party 
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Previews for FebruarY I JanuarY Weekend & Pack-CarrY Walks 

22-26th January 1999 
Easy 

Leaders: 
Transport: 
Area: 
Map Reference 

Murray River 
Echuca to Cohuna Canoeing 

George Zamora 
Private 

Echuca Torrumbarry Weir 
River Murray Charts • 

Approx Distance from Melbourne: 
Maureen Wright 

250km 

On Saturday we start our paddle downstream to the 
Torrumbarry Weir. The next two nights we will 
camp along the river, where we see nice beaches ( 
and there are plenty on this trip). We should arrive at 
our destination on Tuesday afternoon after smooth 
water paddling all the way. For those people who 
have been on previous canoeing trips, this is a 
completely new area, it has never been explored by 
our club, the local residents around Echuca say "is 
one of the nicest places on the river", the paddle 
steamer have regular weekends to this area with 
tourists. You will see magnificent River Red Gum 
Trees, kangaroos and many types of birds, and you 
will see people swimming in the nude (warning 
:This is not recommended for people with heart 
problems, you may look the other way). Beautiful 
camp sites will provide a trip to remember. It will be 
an easy trip with lots of swim stops plus lunch and 
afternoon breaks WARNING: It will be hot - old 
pyjamas or loose cloths and plenty of+ 15 and a hat! 

We will hire two person Canadian canoes, which are 
supplied with life jackets, waterproof barrels and 
detailed amps. A non refundable deposit of $10 will 
be required to secure the canoes. A great adventure 
and a photographer's dream. THIS TRIP IS A 
MUST. Book at the club rooms or ring on (AH) 

or (BH) 

5-7th February 1999 
Easy 

Leaders: 
Transport: 
Area: 
Approx Distance from Melb 

Mt Buller 
Stirling Lodge Weekend 

George Zamora 
Private 

Mt Buller and Mt Stirling 
237 km 

The attraction of Mt Buller/Stirling at this time of the 
year is the natural lush green forest beauty, rugged 
peaks, deep river gorges and a wide variety ofNative 
fauna with lots of walking trails. 

The view from Mt Buller at 1805 metres high is 
breathtaking. You will see magnificent valleys and 
alps. 

We will be staying at the luxurious Walking Club 
lodge, located in the centre of the village. The lodge 

has separate rooms, ensuites, large living areas, 
games room, large kitchen etc. The cost is $20 pp 
per night for this luxury. 

From the lodge we will walk to Mt Stirling, Mt 
Buller and other places. All the walks will be EASY. 
Bring your favourite food. Book at the club rooms or 
ring or 

12-14 February 1999 
Medium 

Leader: 
Transport: 
Expected time of return: 
Approximate length of walk: 
Map Reference: 

Mount N else -
Big River - Spion Kopje 

Gina Hopkins 
Private 

10.30 pm 
30km 

Bogong Alpine Area 
Outdoor Leisure Series 

We'll meet at Howman's Gap at 08:30, Saturday 
morning, then drive to the Heathy Spur walking track 
to start the walk. We should have great views from 
the tops of Mt Nelse and Mt Nelse North, then we'll 
get an even closer look at Mt Bogong from Timms 
Lookout. Along the way, we'll see the delightful 
Whiterock Falls. From Timms Lookout we descend 
to the Big River and camp at Bogong Creek Saddle, 
and anyone really keen can do a side trip up Quartz 
Ridge to Bogong West Peak! On Sunday we have a 
short but steepish climb up to Mt Arthur and then a 
very pleasant ridge walk over The Grey Hills to 
Spion Kopje. From there it's back to Howman's Gap, 
with some steep downhill and a rocky creek crossing 
just before the end. This should be a beautiful alpine 
summer walk, and if it's very hot there will be an 
opportunity for cooling off in a mountain stream at 
the end of the day. 

12-14 February 1999 
Medium 

Leader: 
Transport: 
Expected time of return: 
Approximate length of walk: 
Map Reference: Vicmap: 

Note: There is a limit of 12 walkers. 

Mount Buffalo 
National Park 

Rod Novak 
Private 

9pm 
26km 

Eurobin 1 :25,000 

This is a great National Park and has just celebrated 
its IOOth birthday. We will base camp at LakeCatani 
(yes, there are hot showers!! and a beaut. lake for a 
swim). On Saturday we will walk out to Mount 
McLeod (14 kms) for a view into the Ovens Valley. 
On Sunday, after a small car shuffle, we will go 
down 'The Big Walk' via Rollasons Falls (about 12 
kms). See the leader at clubnight for an information 
sheet. 
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Camp to Defend Mt McKaY 

Our conservation convenor - Graeme Thornton - has 
asked us Bushies to be proactive with conservation 
issues that affect our walking areas. The commercial 
development at the Prom and the excision of Mt 
McKay from the Alpine National Park have been key 
issues this year. Graeme placed the Victorian 
National Parks Association flyer "A Camp to Defend 
Mt McKay" in the November edition of The News 
and six Melbourne Bushies expressed an interest and 
attended this fantastic weekend. Graeme, Jean, Peter 
and Rod joined the fauna survey and workshops 
based at Howman's Gap, with Bill and Merilyn 
staying at Wilkie and walking over to Mt McKay to 
join in with the activities. 

On the Friday evening, Peter Jenkins (Ranger in 
Charge of the Alpine National Park) presented a two 
hour slide show focusing on the ecology and 
recreational pressures on the 'Australian Alps 
National Park'. This was a superb introduction to the 
Alpine National Park and explored the many issues 
with a "balanced" management plan. 

Up early on Saturday and after a hearty Howman's 
Gap cooked breakfast we headed up to Mt McKay to 
join the fauna survey. Sixty Elliot fauna traps were 
set on the previous evening. We were divided into 
three teams and ably led by the research scientists of 
Linda, Dean and Alex. We were very lucky as we all 
gained a first hand experience with the Mountain 
Pygmy-possum (Burramys parvus). Seven female 
possums and several bush rats were checked, 
weighed and recorded. This was a great learning 
experience as the research scientists gladly shared 
their expertise and insights on the Burramys. We 
learned about indicative species such as the Mountain 
Plum Pine (Podocarpus lawrencei) , and the breeding 
cycle ofthe Bogong Moths. 

We then walked the proposed ski trails along the 
Rocky Knolls. These alpine heathlands were 
featuring Bossiaea foliosa and Hovea in full bloom, 
and the Busbies enjoyed lunch in the shade of some 
old snowgums (Eucalyptus pauciflora). After lunch, 
we then explored the unique perched valley and 
alpine bog communities (with Richea continentis), 
with an interesting series of cascades and waterfalls 
as this special valley met the main Pretty Valley 
creek. After a three course dinner, we enjoyed the 
swarming Bogong Moths at dusk on top of Mt 
McKay, watching the sunset and a lightning storm 
over the distant ranges. 

Over fifty people attended the protest on Sunday 
morning, and all came away with a sense of 
wonderment and appreciation of the flora and fauna 
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values of the Mt McKay area. Thanks go to Graeme 
for keeping us up to date with Alpine issues and to 
Jean for organising the weekend. Bushies - help us 
to continue the momentum of "hands off our national 
parks" campaign. Be aware of the issues and get 
involved. 

Rod Novak 

THE POINT NEPEAN PARK WAlK 
SUNDAY 13th DECEMBER 1998 

A welcome cool change swept in overnight, 
In time for this memorable day, 
A journey into history lay within sight, 
As we headed for the tip of the bay. 

Early tide was low at London Bridge, 
And though the blowhole was bare, 
T'was the perfect chance to add to our knowledge, 
Of life in the rockpools there. 

We thought we'd lost Stuart, but not by the whip. 
For he'd pushed on ahead as usual, 
As it happened, he'd taken himself on a trip 
To the cemetery, where his ghost was visual! 

Old tombstones there tell a magic tale 
Of the Cheviot and other like vessels, 
All the way from England, only to fail, 
Near this coast where the shipwrecks nestle. 

As the perilous rip swirled beneath our eyes, 
The ships seemed to pass by with ease, 
Yet our bay lends itself to a damning disguise, 
As evidenced by those past tragedies. 

We searched for Harold Holt, of course, 
only his name was found on a monument, 
So solid, unlike the treacherous force 
Of Cheviot, where life was last spent. 

Along every track, we saw warning signs, 
"Keep Out, Unexploded Bombs", 
Thank goodness we knew of such "battle lines", 
In between all the tunnels and tombs. 

Forts Pearce and N epean are disappearing, 
As steel rusts and concrete crumbles, 
Whilst "Reveille" was well within our hearing, 
Time has stolen the cannonball rumbles. 

This walk was a "first" for me in this place, 
A sentimental journey, some would say, 
For it's triggered memories of my Army days, 
That were slowly fading away 

Jill Dawson 

P.S. Hello Nancy. So pleased it was YOU (and not your 
ghost) on this walk! 
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fttrema Creek. Morton National Park 
27 December- 2 January 

Eight Melbourne Busbies met up together at 
Braidwood in NSW to revise the original planned 
walk and take up the second option suggested by 
Mark. The second option offered more dips in 
various parts of the creek much to the delight of the 
skinny dippers amongst us. 

We had all driven up to Canberra on various days 
before December 28. We then continued to 
Braidwood and Nerriga. Our walk was through the 
gorge inside Morton National Park. After the car 
shuffle the walk started down toward Bullfrog Creek 
where we immediately came across a group of 10 
walkers, all scientists from a nuclear reactor in 
Sydney. 

Day 1 - there was plenty of rock hopping and dips 
until we set up camp for the night under trees on a 
sandy shelf along Ettrema Creek. Those who knew 
the area walked without sleeping bags or tents as the 
nights remained warm. Mark freely offered white 
wine from the four litre cask he was carrying in order 
to have a water bladder for later on the trip. The 
wine certainly had a good kick in it from all reports. 

Day 2 - we were woken by a strong chorus of birds 
including the Wonga bird Whoop Whoop! We 
continued along Ettrema Creek up to Jones Creek 
where we shared the campsite with a couple (who 
would have preferred to left alone). There were 
countless swims during the day which was the best 
way to wash off the sweat, though there were times 
we almost shared our swim with snakes. 

Day 3- We left Jones Creek having split the party. 
Pearson, Mark and Stan investigated the caves 
further up Jones Creek while the rest of the party 
walked ahead along Ettrema Creek until we came 
across Tullyangela Creek. Lizards were great and 
small in this area - we came across gonnas and small, 
shiny and gold monitor lizards who were often out 
catching the sun. They would soon move as our feet 
stepped onto their rock. The campsite at the junction 
of Tullyangela and Ettrema Creek was the home to 
the Golden Whistler. His tune was beautiful and 
endless at most times during the day. The hazard in 
this area is the infamous Gympie Tree- touch it and 
the pain is known to be excrutiating for months. 

Day 4 - as we stayed 2 nights at this campsite it was a 
pack free day to explore the top of Barons Crown. 
We played with the echo point and eventually 
shouted down to Lloyd to start up the billy on the fire 
for a cuppa on our return to base. After lunch there 
was a slight drizzle which made the rocks slippery. 
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We came across the Canberra Bush walkers who can 
easily access this area in about 2 hours whereas we 
took 8 hours from home. After swapping track notes 
with the Canberrians we went up Sinch Creek, 
mostly following Stan' s large wet footprints· (at least 
we hoped they were Stan's!) We declared Happy 
New Year at about 8.30pm, knowing we planned an 
early start. 

Day 5 - As the weather looked to stay clear it was 
decided to walk up Tullyangela Creek; rock and 
boulder hopping before a bush bash back to the cars. 
We left the camp site at 7am to walk up out of the 
gorge. The walk was regraded on this day up to 
medium hard. The stronger walkers often lent a 
helping hand as we scrambled up rocks that had 
become large boulders with sometimes hard to find 
hand holes. A rope was used to haul the packs up 
before us walkers undertook some rock climbing. 
Bruises were dished out during those less agile 
moments onto arms and legs and other body .parts. 
There were sections where the creek was deep and 
we swam with our packs to continue on. It was 
tough going up and down boulders and through water 
then carrying a wet pack. At 5pm we made it to the 
top of creek where we started the bush bash. It had 
taken 10 hours to travel 5.5km up the creek .. The 
bush bash through the labyrinth was successful 
thanks to Mark's excellent navigation, which 
continued after dark. During sunset we came across 
black cockatoos. 10.30pm Mark yelled out cars and 
it was a relief to know that we would soon (midnight) 
be asleep. 

Before starting our drive back to Melbourne we 
farewelled Mark as he continued his holiday and 
dropped off Stan to travel on to Sydney. The rest 
enjoyed a pleasant lunch with Pearson?s family in 
Canberra. 

Thanks to Pearson as our leader and thanks for the 
company of the members Sak Hong, Mark, Stan, 
Lloyd, Anne, Max, Pearson. See you next time 

Marika. 

HOUSE SITTING WANTED 
Marika and Sak Hong are building a house and 
would like to know of any house sitting opportunities 
over the next 6 months. Please ring or 

if you require house sitting. 
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A wander around the Bo!:!on!:! Hi!:!h Plains 
We left the cars at Strawberry Saddle on Boxing Day 
in a supposed 'passing shower' which turned into 
hail and then large hailstones. It was relatively late 
in the afternoon and we only had a four kilometre 
walk to the camp site and by the time we arrived 
there the shower still had not passed and the rain had 
got heavier so we pitched the tents and thought that 
the weather would probably pass by the following 
morning. The rain did stop during the night but it 
seemed to get colder but we were all surprised in the 
morning to look out the tents at the carpet of white 
snow ( a white Christmas after all). The sleet 
continued most of the morning so we put off packing 
up and as it did not cease until the afternoon we 
stayed in the tents for most of the day apart from 
some short walks around to relieve the boredom: 

Morning of 27th December 

The next day this weather had all passed and we 
packed up promptly, glad to get some exercise at last. 
The camp that night was to be near Youngs Hut so 
we walked along the aqueduct and left our packs on 
the track and went to visit High Plains Falls near 
where we had planned to camp the previous night. 
Then it was up over the tops and down to Youngs 
Spur where we set up camp. The day was 
sufficiently sunny to burn a couple of the members of 
the party. Later that evening Trish, Diane and Kathy 
joined us. They had left Melbourne at 7am that 
morning and had left their car at Mt Hotham and had 
come in via Cobungra Gap. 

Next morning the party set out for McNamara's Hut 
and Dinner Plain. Not that all of us had any plans to 
go the full distance but some did plan a walk part of 
the way. Well as the day got hotter and the route 
became more and more obscure the whole P.arty 
decided to pack it in for another time and we returned 
to out campsite high on the hills near Youngs Hut. 

Next day we headed for the Niggerheads. At the 
intersection of the Alpine Walking Track we said 

Page sl 
farewell to Trish, Diane and Kathy who were heading 
home and we continued on to the Niggerheads 
Saddle where we camped the night. There were 
wonderful views of Feathertop and you feel that 
everything would be perfect on the High Plains if 
they would just get rid of the cattle and with them 
would disappear the millions of flies. We all sat 
around the fire while Jean and Dave went up the first 
of the Niggerheads to look for Bogong moths which 
they did not seem to see but the sunset was beautiful 
from all the vantage points. 

In the morning we set off with day packs for the 
Fainters. Once again it was a very hot day but the 
views from Fainter South were well worth the effort. 
We were amazed at how few people we had seen up 
to this point walking on the High Plains. Between us 
we had seen three others in the days we had been 
out. . It just seemed deserted. Dave, Sylvia and Cess 
decided to retrace their steps to the camp and the rest 
of us returned via Tawonga Huts where there were 
many day trippers who had come in from the Rocky 
River Dam. They all looked so cool and clean. 

Next morning we packed up and headed back 
towards the cars at Strawberry Saddle. Wandering 
along the Alpine Track Peter and I encountered Jean 
W oodger and Lance Mobbs off on a days walk from 
the Base Camp near Wilky. They joined us for a 
while we all caught up with the rest of the group and 
had a chat about where we had all been for 
Christmas. That evening Barbara and George left us 
to return to Melbourne. Next day some of us headed 
home. Jean, Sylvia and Dave stayed on for one more 
day to visit Cope while Peter, Judy, Cess and Liz 
returned to Melbourne. Thanks Jean for another well 
organised trip and to Dave for finding the way. 

JudyGipps 

Advance Notice - Extended Walk 
I intend to do an eight day pack carry - up, around 
and beyond Mt. Bogong - from Saturday 3rd April to 
Saturday I Oth April 1999. I envisage two 4 day trips, 
walking a figure of 8 circuit with a re-supply and no 
car shuffle? Possible route will be Up Bogong! along 
the Long Spur, Mt Bogong, West Peak, Quartz 
Ridge, Timms Lookout, Big River, Cleve Cole, Mt 
Wills, then a 4 day trip on the east side - following 
the Alpine Walking track, then back to the cars?? 
Early expressions of interest welcome. 

Rod Novak 
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wow 
In a dynamic performance, the Women on Water 
(WOW) team won the women's open relay section of 
the 3oth Murray Marathon. All the pain and hard 
work certainly was rewarded by the achievement of 
winning at their first attempt in a TK2 Kayak. 

There was strong competition within the team to see 
who could get the award for having the greatest 
variety of injuries. These include: 

• Various rashes and abrasions in lots of interesting 
places. 

• Blistered fingers and hands. 

• Swollen forearms and wrists. 

• Sore backs and aching shoulders. 

The final make-up of the team included four 
Melbourne Bushies: 
"Fabulous Fiona" 
"Powerful Pallich" 

FionaGallery 
Jan Pallich 

"Captain Courageous Carole" Carole Patterson 
"Go get 'em Gregory" Jill Gregory. 

These four were supported by the addition of: 
"Juggernaut Jan" Jan Cartens 
"Passionate Paula" Paula Di Lorenzo 
"Jubilant Jo" Jo Chapman 
"Awesome Alice" Alice Ewing 

The Winning WOW Team of Champions 

The team were ably supported by a strong ground 
crew consisting of 4 four Busbies: Michael Mann, 
Tek Chin, Alan Clarke and myself. Also helping ing 
the ground crew were Toni Green and Tony 
Marasco. 

Conditions on Day 1 were very demanding, with cold 
winds making the Mighty Murray very choppy. But 
from Day 2 onwards, weather conditions improved 
and the temperature increased. The motivation level 
of the team increased dramatically when we surprised 
ourselves by being 10 minutes in the lead at the end 
of Day 1. This lead was then steadily increased each 
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day to give an overall winning margin of I hour and 
28 minutes after 405 km and 5 days paddling. 

The Murray Marathon is a wonderful event to be part 
of, and is well organised and supported by the Red 
Cross, doctors and a huge troop of volunteers. The 
spirit of determination and challenge amongst the 
competitors is balanced by a friendly and supportive 
bond between the competitors. It was a positive 
experience to be part of and will give us all vivid 
memories foe a long tome. The spirit of the event 
was epitomised by aT-shirt I saw a paddler wearing 
at Tocumwal. 

Don't let your fears stop you 
from reaching for your dreams. 

Who knows what will happen next year, maybe a 
Melbourne Bushwalkers team could become a 
reallity. 

Thanks to all those who supported us. 

Brian Crouch 

1951 

The following is an extract from early editions of 
'Wild Life Journals' where they had a regular feature 
on Bush Walking Clubs. How does the standard 
compare with today's walks. 

l\IELBOURNE 
July 1 (Sun. L-Melbourne Bust 

walkers: cockatoo-Shepherds Cree~ 
Cockatoo: 12 mtles. medium: 8.55 a.n 
train. 2::1d return, F.T.G.; leader, Fran 
Pitt (XB5736). 

July 1 -(Sun.) .-I\.felboume \Vomen 
\Va.lking Club: Lower F.T. Gully. Ly!: 
terfield Hills. Dandenong; 12 miles; 8-~ 
a.m. train to L.F .T. Gully from FllndeJ 
St.: fare 2/3; leader, E. Johnson. 

July 7 (Sat.).-Melbourne Women 
Walking Club; Diggers Rest. Redston 
Hill. Sunbury; 13 miles; 7.50 a.m. tmi 
to Sunbury from Spencer St.~ fare 21 
single ana bus; lea.cier, o. Wooster. 

July s (Sun.) .-Wa.lkin~ Club of. Vic 
tor.ia: Thomastown - Plenty Gorg• 
medium: 8.45 a.m. Princes Bridge Sta 
tion: leader K. Shattock (MU5383 hus.: 

Will Rolland 
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New members 

MARIANNE GEMPERLE 

GERT & VILMA HARANT (NEWS Subscribers) 15 HAROLD 

Altered Address/Phone 
BARBARA L BANN 

GLENN BERRY 

LIZ DEVLIN 

Walks Secretary: 

Sunday Bus 

Pack Carry 

Base Camp 

Wed, Hist, 
Dandenong 

Cancelled 

Membership: 

Life Members 

Honorary Members 

Attendances for 98 

Trips Av 1997 

4 43.8 40.8 

6 7.5 

3 9.3 8.7 

3 10.6 14 

2 ( 1 Due to Great Prom 
Walk) 

11 

10 

SYLVIA FORD Single Memberships 370 

CARMEL HAMMOND 

MERRYN & STEPHEN ROWLANDS 

Committee RePorts 

Treasurer: Accounts for December,98 

Opening Balance 
Receipts 
Payments 
Closing Balance 

$52,500.32 
$1,134.05 
$2,450.08 

$51,184.29 

Family Memberships (2x 48 =) 

Total membership 

Duty Roster 

Jan 2oth Alan & Fiona* 

Jan 27th Jean & Peter G 

Feb 3rd Peter H & Stuart* 

Next committee meeting 1st February, 1999 

Wednesday Walk coordinator is now Max Casley 

MOTION 

"That the following rule be added to the Club ' s constitution: 

'Grievance Procedure 
(I) This procedure is to apply to any dispute between Association members or between a member and the Association. 

(2) A member may appoint any person to act on behalf of the member in the grievance procedure. 

(3) The Association will be represented by two members of the Committee. 

96 

487 

(4) The parties to the procedure must meet and discuss the matter in dispute and, if possible, resolve the dispute within 14 days after 
the dispute comes to the attention of all parties. 

(5) If the parties are unable to resolve the dispute at the meeting, or if a party fails to attend that meeting, then the parties must, within 
10 days, hold a meeting in the presence of a mediator. 

(6) The mediator can be a person chosen by agreement between the parties and can be a member of the Association. 

(7) In the absence of agreement as to a mediator, it shall be 

(a) the Committee of the Association in the case of a dispute between two members 

(b) a person who is a member of the Dispute Settlement Centre of Victoria (Dept of Justice) in the case of a 
dispute between a member and the Association. 

(8) In considering a grievance under this procedure natural justice will apply."' 
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Form of nomination of Officers and Members of the Committee of the Melbourne 

Bushwalkers Inc. 
Nomination for .. ... ... .... ... ... ....... .... ...... ................... .. .... .. ........ ........................... ...... .......... ............. ..................... . . 

Enter President, Vice-president, Treasurer, Secretary, Walks Secretary, Assistant Walk Secretary, Social 
Secretary, "News" Editor, Wilkinson Lodge Manager, General Committee, as appropriate. 

Name ofNominee 
Proposed by 
Seconded by 

Acceptance of 

····· ···· ············ ············· ··· ·· ··· ·· ··· ··· ·· ·· ········· ··· ···· ··········· ····· ··· ········ ·· ····································· 
····· ·· ··· ···· ··· ······················· ······························································ ·················· ·· ···· ····· ····· 
···· ·················· ······· ·· ··············· ·· ······························ ·· ········ ············· ··································· 
Nomination. I agree to stand for this position 

··· ·· ········ ····· ··· ··· ·············· ··· ·· ·· ····················· ········· ···· ·· ···· ····· ······ ························ ·· ·· ·· ··· ·· ··· ··· ········ ·········· 
Signature ofNominee Date 

National Park 
Our two week Karijini expedition in June-July 1999 takes you deep 

into the Hamersley Ranges where deep, red-walled gorges hide 
magnificent pools and waterfalls. 

This is spectacular walking country, about 
as far as you can get from Sydney and 
Melbourne and still be in Australia. 
On this expedition, you do a series of relatively short 

walks culminating in an all-day lilo trip through Red and 
Joffre Gorges. Bring a camera and something to keep it dry 

and you'll get photos that will be the envy of many a 
professional photographer. 

You also do a one week walk through the Munjina and Dales-Oignam 
gorge systems, finishing at Fortescue Falls, the largest in the park. 

Space is limited. We won't offer this trip again until ~ ,c;~ 1f~ 
2001 w geHn ~ ;I you ~nt lo toke part. a 

~ " ~ . . 
Willis's Walkabouts ~ ,_j 
12 Carrington St Millner NT 0810 ~ ~ 
Email: walkabout@ais.net.au ~ 



Walks in January/February 1999 
Date Location Stand Leader 
15-17 Upper Wongungarra 
Jan 
17 Sun White Swan Reservoir- Slatey Creek 

(Creswick) 
20 Wed Coolart- Somers Beach (Westernport) 
AUSTRALIA DAY WEEKEND 
22-26 Moroka Gorge 
22-26 Murray River Canoe Trip 
23-26 Walhalla Lodge Weekend 
24 Sun Angahook Heath lands (Surf Coast) 
29-31 Upper Thomson Lito Trip 
31 Sun Yea Rock- Murrindindi 
5-7 Feb Mt Buller/Stirling Lodge Weekend 
6 Sat Dandenongs 
7 Sun Dyers Creek- Bunyip River 

(Gembrook) 

Private MIH 

Bus E&E/M 

Private ElM 

Private Medium 
Private E 
Private Var 
Bus E&E/M 
Private E 
Bus E/M&M 
Private Easy 
Private M 
Bus E/M&M 

The NEWS of the Melbourne Bushwalkers 
Print Post Approved. PP No 338888/00016 
If Undelivered, please return to: 
MELBOURNE BUSHWALKERS INC. 
GPO BOX 17510, MELBOURNE, 3001 

Bill Metzenthen 

Peter Gipps & Bill Donald 

Joan Haigh 

Jopie Bodegraven 
George Zamora 
Brian Crouch 
Jean Woodger & Julie Cassar 
Geoff Kelly 
Stuart Mann & John Kittson 
George Zamora 
Jerry Grandage 
William Cone & Peter McGrath 

SURFACE 

MAIL 

POSTAGE 
PAID 

AUSTRALIA 

-~------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Change of Address and/or Phone Numbers 
NAME .. .... .. ... .. .. .. .. .. .. ..... ...... .... .. ....... .... ... ..... .. .. .. ... .. ... ..... .. ... .... ....... ........ ... . 

OLD ADDRESS ....... ........ ...... ........... .... ..... ..... .... ... ............ ..... ..... ... .... .. .. .......... ... .......... .. .. ...... .. ... ............... . 

NEW ADDRESS ..... .. .. .. .... .. ..... .. ..... .. ...... ..... ....... ... ... ..... .. ...... ..... .... .. ...... ... ... ............ .. ........ .... .. ..... ..... ..... ..... . 

OLD PHONE (h) ... ...... .... ... .......... .. ...... (w) ....... ... ................ ..... . 

NEW PHONE (h) .... .. .. ... ....... ..... ... ... ... .. (w) .......................... ... .. . 

Make cheques or money order payable to "Melbourne Bushwalkers Inc" and post to 

Membership Secretary, GPO Box 1751Q, MELBOURNE, 3001 


	1999 january p1   001
	1999 january p2   002
	1999 january p3  003
	1999 january p4  004
	1999 january p5 005
	1999 january p6 006
	1999 january p7 007
	1999 january p8 008
	1999 january p9009
	1999 january p10010
	1999 january p11011
	1999 january p12012

