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PLEASE NOTE! 
THE CLUBROOMS WILL BE CLOSED ON 21 AND 28 DECEMBER 2011.
This is due to there being no Sunday walks on either Christmas Day or New Year’s Day.
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tBring a plate to share.

NOTE: This is a licensed venue.

Please do not bring alcohol or 
soft drinks.

The Christmas Party 
Tuesday 6 December – from 7:00 pm

Melbourne Lawn Bowls Club, Flagstaff Gardens,  
Cnr Dudley and William Streets (Melways 2F, A1)

COMMITTEE POSITIONS – CAN YOU HELP?????
We are seeking nominations for Committee to the following roles which will fall vacant at the Club’s Annual 
General Meeting in February 2012. Margaret is standing down and Mick Noonan has been nominated to fi ll the 
role of President.
SECRETARY GENERAL WALKS SECRETARY SOCIAL SECRETARY
VICE PRESIDENT GENERAL COMMITTEE 

Position Descriptions are available for all the above roles and can be forwarded to you for your consideration. 
If you feel you can contribute in some way or know of anyone who may be suitable for any of these positions, 
please contact Margaret Curry (President) or Mick Noonan (Vice President).
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Members of the Melbourne Bushwalkers Inc meet 
on Wednesday evenings between 7:00 and 9:00 pm 
in the club rooms at: 
Royal Historical Society of Victoria
362 William Street
(Cnr William and A’Beckett Streets)
Melbourne
Vic 3001

Visitors are always welcome!

General correspondence should be directed to:

The Secretary
Melbourne Bushwalkers Inc

MEMBER OF

PO Box 1751
MELBOURNE  VIC  3001
www.melbournebushwalkers.org.au

The News of the Melbourne Bushwalkers Inc 
(The News) is published monthly, and is the offi cial 
newsletter of Melbourne Bushwalkers Inc.

Editor: Merilyn Whimpey

Walk previews, walk reviews, articles, poems, news 
items, photographs of club events, reports of new 
gear, book/movie reviews, letters to the editor, 
advertisements, et cetera are always welcome. 
However, the Editor reserves the right to edit 
contributions where space, clarity or propriety 
dictate, and to maintain editorial consistency. 
Note: photographs should be sent as separate fi les 
which are capable of being edited. 

Please send your contributions as unformatted 
text fi les by email to news@mbw.org.au 

Closing date for receipt of material for 
The News is the 2nd last Wednesday of the 
month. So for January News, the closing date is 
23 December.

Advertisements should relate to bushwalking 
(e.g. gear, maps, trips, tours, health and fi tness 
etc.). These may be published subject to space 
availability and Editor’s discretion. For current 
advertising rates contact the Editor at news@mbw.
org.au.

Please note: 
Next committee meeting will take place on

MONDAY 9 JANUARY 2012

MEMBERSHIP
We welcome the following new members to 
the Club:

Gary Wynen  Vittoria Stojanov

BUSHWALKING VICTORIA ALPINE 
WORK PARTY 26–29 JANUARY 2012

Bushwalking Victoria have organised an Alpine 
Work Party for the Bogong High Plains. We assist 
Parks Victoria Rangers and scientists with weed 
mapping and removal (invasive weeds such as 
sallow willow & hawkweed). Based at Falls Creek 
with accommodation and one evening BBQ 
provided. This very popular Bushwalking Victoria 
activity has limited spots available. If interested, 
then please contact Rod Novak. 
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER
I look forward to seeing as many members as possible at our Christmas Party on Tuesday 6th December. This is 
a new venue close to our clubrooms and promises to be a wonderful night.

The days are warming up and members are asked to familiarize themselves with the Club’s ‘Fire Season, 
Total Fire Ban and Extreme Heat Policies’ which can be located under ‘Downloads’ on the website. You should 
also refer to the back of the Activity Program for additional information, Fire Ban Districts and Temperature 
Reference Codes. 

Over the warmer months ahead, it is recommended you carry a minimum of two litres of water a day, use 
sunscreen and wear a sunhat. There have been many snakes sighted on recent walks due to the heavy rains, 
warmer weather and now thick undergrowth. Wear gaiters and walk with care.

The Melbourne Walking Club – Pioneers of Bushwalking exhibition at our clubrooms (entrance from A’Beckett 
Street) closes Thursday 9th December. If you haven’t yet had a chance to visit then this is a fi nal reminder. Open 
10 am – 4 pm Monday to Thursday and 10:00 am – 3:00 pm Friday.

Our clubrooms will be closed on Wednesday 21st and Wednesday 28th December due to the Christmas/
New Year holiday season. All walk/activity bookings should be made well in advance either in the clubrooms 
for Sunday walks or directly with the relevant leader. Contributions for the January Newsletter should reach the 
Editor by Wednesday 21st December.

The Club’s Annual General Meeting will be held on Monday 20th February, 2012 at 7:45 pm. Please diarise 
the date and it is hoped that as many members as possible will attend.

Best wishes to everyone for a safe and happy Christmas and a wonderful New Year.
MARGARET CURRY
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SOCIAL COLUMN

FRIDAY, 2ND DECEMBER
MOFs, TOFS and Wednesday Walkers, et al are are invited to an end-of-year lunch at the Mt Dandenong Hotel. 
You might want to combine this with a visit to the highly recommended Cloudehill Gardens, Olinda, which are 
open 10 am till 5 pm. Entry is $7.50 or $5.00 concession.

Lunch is at 1 o’clock. Book no later than Wednesday 30th November, please. (Seniors’ menu available.)

TUESDAY, 6TH DECEMBER
THE MELBOURNE BUSHWALKERS CHRISTMAS PARTY

Bring a plate to share and pocket money for drinks from the bar. (NOTE: NO BYO of any kind, including 
soft drinks.)

Commences at 7 pm at The City of Melbourne Lawn Bowls Club, Flagstaff Gardens, Dudley Street. 
It is located near the corner of William Street, with parking available at Vic Market.

Should it be a warm night there is an outdoor area for our use, too. Melways 2F A1.
You are invited to display your photos of club walks or the bush. We are allowed to blu tac them to 

the walls. Give me a call!

SUNDAY, 1ST JANUARY 2012
NEW YEAR’S DAY BBQ AT BIRDLAND RESERVE, TECOMA.

Bring everything. Options: Bring some walking shoes, bike, or bat and ball. Defi nitely bring a wrapped gift for the 
‘Lucky Dip’ which is now a tradition for our New Year’s Day celebration.

No need to book, just come along and enjoy yourself.

SATURDAY, 14TH JANUARY

Kayak up the Yarra to Herring Island. Depart at 9 am, fi nishing at the Casino at 12 noon. A different way of 
looking at our city.

Photos from the Bushies/Cancer Council Fashion Parade. Ian Mair and Sylvia Harris took the pictures.
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CONSERVATION MATTERS
Cinnamon Fungus – a reminder to all walkers that this fungus is rampant and in order to keep it in check it is so 
important for walkers to stay on tracks. In order to prevent spread to healthy parks and other areas: immediately 
remove any soil from boots, walking poles/tent pegs etc. before leaving the infected area and then treat all these 
objects with a spray of metho.
News from the Alps 42 (Australian Alps NP newsletter)
Peter Jacobs, Chief Ranger Parks Vic Alps was quoted as saying that not nearly enough brumbies are being 
removed, but a new management plan will be critically addressed. In June Parks Vic had a meeting with the 
International Mountain Bike Association. Bart Smith, Ranger in Charge King Howqua Unit, said he has a keen 
interest in developing ‘epic status’ tracks around Mt Buller.
Mountain Pygmy Possums – Recent research by Dr Linda Broome, NSW Parks, indicates that these possums 
live much lower than previously thought, down to around 1200 metres. 
Grampians NP – Parks Victoria has announced the following openings: McKenzie Falls, Sundial Peak walk, The 
Pinnacle from Sundial Car park, Silent Street loop walk – only access from the Sundial–Pinnacle Walk track – no 
access Grand Canyon and Wonderland Car Park or Venus Baths Walk track, The Pinnacle via MacKay’s Peak 
track, Jimmy Creek Campground and Buandik Campground.
Wilson’s Prom NP – Parks Victoria announced that Tidal River has reopened, but the walking tracks on the 
Southern Prom and all overnight campsites, as well as the lighthouse are still closed.
Grand Strzelecki Track – work should be completed by Christmas.
Mount Buangor State Park – the track from Middle Creek Campground to Cave Hill is now open to the public.
Alpine NP – The yet-to-be-launched Falls To Hotham Alpine Crossing – Ranger team-leader Kevin Cosgriff 
with the Bogong Management Unit explains. ‘We wanted to break down barriers, to make this peak and rolling 
high plains experience available to more people.’ The result is an achievable fi ve star 60 kilometre walk over 
three days and two nights – a remote wilderness experience that’s easy to do. ‘The walk will start at the resorts, 
where there is plenty of accommodation; the packs will be carried; it’s fully catered and an experienced guide 
helps visitors appreciate their setting. The experience they get should be mind blowing.’ With this as the end 
goal, much has been and still is taking place to achieve it. Firstly the walk has received three signifi cant ticks 
of support: from the Victorian Nature-based Tourism Strategy, the Board of Alpine Resorts Tourism, and the 
National Landscapes Initiative. Further support has come from Tourism Victoria, the resorts involved, Parks 
Victoria and the Department of Sustainability and Environment. Actual works began on the existing network of 
tracks earlier this year, upgrading surfaces to make the walk more comfortable. An estimated 25 kilometres will 
need intensive work, scheduled for completion next year.

The offi cial launch may still be some time away, yet tours are likely to be up and running by the end of the 
year.

NOTES FROM THE BUSHWALKING VICTORIA ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE
DSE recently launched a new interactive map called Public Access Map. This is an interactive map that shows 
where State forest road, recreation site and walking track closures are in place. The site is now live and the link 
to the Public Access Map on the DSE external website. Please note it does not include Parks Victoria road, site 
and track information at this stage but hopefully will later in 2012.
ALPINE NP – Minor traffi c delays may be encountered on sections of Tamboritha Road north of Licola from 
October 2011 onwards due to scheduled maintenance works. Heavy machinery will be in operation during this 
time. Minor traffi c delays may be encountered on sections of McMillans Road (Grant Historic Area) north of 
Dargo from November 2011 due to maintenance works. Heavy machinery will be in operation during this time.

The Heathy Spur Track is being re-aligned. It will now start at the Ropers Lookout car park at the end of the 
dam

On the 19th November Parks Victoria opened a new walking track from Cope Hut to Wallaces Hut. This is 
aimed at the increased visitor numbers following sealing the High Plains Road. Opening of the Bogong Alpine 
Way visitor facilities and rebuilt Westons Hut.
MT BUFFALO NP – The Big Walk has recently been cleared and there is a new bridge at the start. South 
Buffalo track has many fallen logs but will be cleared very soon. The track from Eagle Point to Mollisons Galleries 
is heavily overgrown but has been taped ready for clearing.

Noticeboard

(continued over page)
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WILSONS PROM NP UPDATE – Some tracks reopen ahead of schedule. Walking tracks in the Tidal River 
precinct are now complete – some ahead of schedule. Visitors are now able to access the Mt Bishop walking 
track, the Mt Bishop Circuit track and Squeaky Beach directly from the Squeaky Beach car park. The Tidal River 
watercourse downstream of the Tidal River Bridge and the Darby River beach access track are also open.

The gateway to the Southern Prom – Mt Oberon Road sustained extensive damage after the March fl ood 
event. The road was blocked in several places by landslips and massive boulders. Other sections of road 
were washed away or severely undercut by landslides. The mammoth task of repairing the fl ood damage on 
Mt Oberon Road commenced recently and works are progressing well. We anticipate having the road cleared 
by Christmas to enable a shuttle service to ferry visitors to the Telegraph Saddle car park. However private 
vehicles will not be permitted on the road. With Telegraph Saddle likely to be open to visitors via shuttle 
service only by Christmas, Parks Victoria has scheduled works to commence shortly on South East Track in the 
southern section of the Prom. We anticipate these works will be completed by Christmas for a Christmas/New 
Year reopening. This will allow visitors access to South Point Track, Roaring Meg, the Lightstation, Waterloo Bay, 
Little Waterloo Bay, Refuge Cove and Sealers Cove via Telegraph Track. Chief Ranger at Wilsons Promontory 
National Park Helen Dixon said ‘This is a major achievement for all involved in the recovery process’. Due to 
extensive damage on the Sealers Cove walking track, Sealers Cove will only be accessible from South East 
Track and visitors will be unable to walk directly to Sealers Cove from Telegraph Saddle until major repair works 
are undertaken in consultation with engineers and contractors.

Northern Wilderness Walks Update – Flood repair works have commenced on Five Mile Road and the 
Wilderness Walks in the northern section of the Prom. It is likely that the track from Five Mile car park to Five 
Mile Beach via Barry Creek camp will be open by Christmas, but all other tracks in the Northern Prom circuit will 
remain closed. The Northern Wilderness program of repair works is supported by the Friends of the Prom and 
Bushwalking Victoria, who will both undertake a number of volunteer activities through November.

What will remain closed over summer? The following tracks will remain closed until scheduled repair works 
are undertaken to ensure that tracks are safely accessible: Loo-Errn boardwalk and fi shing platforms, Whisky 
Bay car park and beach access track, Cotters Lake, Picnic Point and the Telegraph Saddle to Sealers Cove, 
Telegraph Saddle to Oberon Bay, Little Oberon Bay to Oberon Bay, Five Mile Beach to Johnny Souey Cove, 
Johnny Souey Cove to Tin Mine Cove, Tin Mine Cove to Lower Barry Creek and Lower Barry Creek to Five Mile 
Road junction walking tracks.
THE GRAND STRZELECKI TRACK – The Deputy Premier and member for Gippsland South launched the 
construction at 1:30 pm on Friday 25th November .

Rod Novak
BV Environment Committee club delegate

CONSERVATION MATTERS (continued)

THE WHIP AND YOU …
One of the critical roles on a walk is that of the Whip! It’s always important but is even more critical when we 
have large groups and/or large numbers, e.g visitors. The Whip is responsible for:
• assisting the leader in keeping all the group together;
• monitoring walkers with problems or who are slow;
• ensuring people don’t get behind.

The Whip should always be an experienced walker and when there are large visitor/walker numbers may also 
be an experienced whip or a leader.

All participants have responsibilities on activities that assist the Whip, such as doing what the Whip asks, 
keeping in contact with the people in front/behind, stopping at junctions, helping visitors, etc. – refer ‘Participants’ 
Responsibilities on Club Activities’ on the Website for detailed information.

The Whistle signals for ‘Regroup’ (2 blasts) and its ‘acknowledgement’ (1 blast) are particularly important 
when walking in a large group … the other signal being ‘Emergency’ (3 blasts).

Mick Noonan
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MELBOURNE BUSHWALKERS
ACTIVITY STATISTICS JULY–SEPTEMBER 2011

Activity Month Number
Participants 
and Visitors

Km Covered
Reports 

Submitted

Pack Carry July 2  12 (–) 53 2

August –  – – –

September 2  14 (–) 53 2

Total 4   26 (–) 106 4

Base Camp July –  – – –

August –  – – –

September –  – – –

Total –  – – –

TOF July 1  12 (–) 9 1

August 1  10 (2) 8 1

September 1  15 (–) 9 1

Total 3  37 (2) 26 3

MOF July 1  7 (–) 10 1

August 1  16 (2) 14 1

September 1  7 (–) 19 1

Total 3  30 (2) 43 3

Cycling July 1  7 (–) 60 1

August 1  17 (–) 65 1

September 1  17 (–) 37 1

Total 3  41 (–) 162 3

Wednesday July 1  15 (–) 15 1

August 1  8 (–) 12 1

September 1  10 (–) 13 1

Total 3  33 (–) 40 3

Social July 1  11 (1) 6 1

August 1   8 (2) 6 1

September 1  9 (1) 7 1

Total 3  28 (4) 19 3

Conservation July –  – – –

August 1  4 – 1

September 1  7 – 1

Total 2  11 2

Other August 2  18

Total 2  18 2

Total for activities 23  224 (8) 396 23

Noticeboard
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Along the Track

SO WHAT DID YOU DO CUP WEEKEND? 
Seven of us walked 55 km along the Overland Track 
and into Pine Valley. What a great way to spend the long 
weekend. We walked from the southern end of Lake St Clair 
to Narcissus Hut, spent the night at the hut and next day 
walked into Pine Valley. Some nice board walks amid the 
lush green moss. After arriving at Pine Valley hut and with 
just our day packs we made a valiant attempt to get to the 
top of the Acropolis. It was a good climb to above the snow 
line and quite close to the top but as they say it’s the journey 
not the destination that’s important.

We spent the next two nights in the Pine Valley public hut 
and we did a day walk into the Labyrinth. This was wonderful 
country full 
of tarns, 
pandani and 

moss. It must be incredibly wet most of the time, but the weather 
gods smiled on us and whilst we wore our coats and overpants 
most of the time, we didn’t have bad weather at all.

Some people did it a lot harder. We met men carrying 29 kg 
packs and 13 people camped outside in the rain while we were 
snug inside the public hut around a coal fi re drinking whisky.

Thanks to Agajan for doing a great job organising and leading 
another fabulous walk … and to Alwin, Carol, Deb, Di and Sylvia 
for their companionship.

Richard Hanson

 www.bushwalkingholidays.com.au

rrwillis@internode.on.net

Going places most people only dream about

Off Track Walking
We don’t do anything else

How could we? There are no tracks in almost 

all of the areas we walk

You have to experience it to believe it!
Explore hidden waterfalls, ancient rock art, 
flowing streams and deep pools of pure, clean 
water with experienced guides leading the way. 

If you like bushwalking you will LOVE a Willis’s 
Walkabouts trip

We offer a range of walks to suit different 
budgets and different levels of experience.
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Along the Track

14 NOBS CLEAR THE BLUFF IN 4 DAYS
The tale of a 4 day pack carry, 28 October to 1 November, 2011

Participants: Max Casley (leader), Ian M, Halina, Ray , Les, Jopie, Jenny, Del, Bob, Alex, Bert, Leon, Diane, Fran, 
Bill, Merilyn, Rod N

17 eager bushies duly assembled at Sheepyard Flat Saturday morning for Max’s trip. The forecast was mixed and the 
hills looked big. After a one hour drive to our starting point at a bridge over the Jamieson River Max pointed us up a 
big hill. This looks ominous, we thought!. 

Some shot up that hill. Some laboured up. Some struggled up and nearly didn’t get there. We all got there 
eventually and made camp. After lulling us into a false sense of relief with lunch, Max rewarded us for our efforts 
by sending us up another hill! Luckily for Max the views from the top of the Nobs were superb so we decided not to 
mutiny after all.

Next morning our 17 reduced to 14. One decided that 3 days of leisurely photography and unhurried side trips 
sounded a lot more appealing than what he feared Max had in store for us. Ian had only returned from London on 
Friday and whether it was the jetlag or the evil bug he picked up on the journeys or a combination of both, he was in 
no fi t state to continue. We left him in a deep slumber in his tent with Halina to guard him from the ever prowling drop 
bears. 

Day 2 had more hills but we were getting fi tter now. Over High Cone, no problem and more superb views. Square 
Top was our next obstacle. The map showed a nice level track bypassing it on the north. Let’s avoid the climb over the 
top by taking it, we said. Unfortunately whether due to the bushfi res, regrowth, lack of use or the possibility the track 
was a pure fi gment of a demented cartographer’s vivid imagination, the track was non existent and the level route 
became an increasingly diffi cult, slow and unpleasant sidle on a steep sideslope and eventually we admitted defeat 
and climbed to the top of Square Top anyway. You win some and you lose some. By this time the mists had descended 
and we had on and off drizzle. We carefully navigated our way over Mt Clear and did our best to imagine what the 
extensive views from this prominent peak were like. The rest of the walk to our camp at Chesters Yards was uneventful 
except for the water running down our necks and the mud and puddles we did our best to dodge. No campfi re tonight 
as we huddled in our tents to escape the cold and the rain.

Day 3 and we were in a whole new ballgame. The day quickly turned into beautiful sunshine and we quickly forgave 
Max for the wet weather of yesterday. Today was probably the highlight of the trip with wonderful alpine views from 
King Billy 1 and 2, Picture Point and Mt Eadley Stoney for the keener ones who went over it. We had a classic lovely 
campsite at the Blowhole just before the Bluff with a warm and cheery campfi re, exactly what we always hope for. And 
to top it all off it was Max’s birthday and to show how good a leader he was, he had brought along his own birthday 

cake and carried it for 3 days! What a leader! We even had a choice 
of pecan or chocolate! That really was above and beyond the call of 
duty. We sang Happy Birthday as we wolfed it down and resolved to 
make sure that Max is always leading a trip on his birthday. 

Day 4 was another brilliant day. We romped up the Bluff for 
more stunning views and then the group split. The sensible 11 took 
Max’s route down the foot track and fi retrail back to the cars. The 
other 3 adventurous fools – oops I mean explorers – continued 
along the cliffl ine and down the untracked spur directly to the cars. 
The distance was less than half but it took us about the same time. 
The section along the cliffl ine was beautiful and easy but the spur 
going down had been burnt out in the bushfi res of a few years back. 
Underfoot was incredibly rocky and the fi res had left a tangled 
legacy of fallen trees and branches. The grass had grown up to 
cover said rocks and branches and we had a recipe for a broken 
ankle making us proceed very slowly and carefully. We now know 
what the spur is like and have no desire to ever repeat it, at least for 
the next 10 years and by then we’ll all be too old anyway.

The 3 we had left at the Nobs campsite were waiting at the cars, 
having had a ridiculously easy and pleasant time, and we were 17 
again. Thanks Max for taking us around one of Victoria’s classic 
alpine circuits and for the yummy birthday cake. 

Jopie Bodegraven
Max leads the way down the gully from the Bluff. 

Photo by Bill Metzenthen
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has been done by this club since the devastating bushfi res 
of February 2009. The effects of the fi res are still defi nitely 
apparent but there is considerable regeneration occurring 
and there should be many wildfl owers in this area at this time. 
Marysville is being rebuilt and Lake Mountain resort has some 
smart new buildings.

The walks start with a climb to the summit of Lake 
Mountain. After that we follow grassy ski trails which have 
moderate gradients as they go through the forest past snow 
plains. We may add the Hut trail of about 2 km if there is 
enough time. These walks are all on well-defi ned tracks, with 
views of the alpine areas, Marysville and perhaps Melbourne if 
there is good visibility on the day.

Join us for this fi rst Sunday walk for the New Year. Please 
arrive early as we want the bus to depart promptly.

 WEDNESDAY WALK
MT EVELYN AQUEDUCT
DATE Wednesday 11 January 2012
STANDARD Easy/Medium
DISTANCE 14 km
LEADER Ed Neff
TRANSPORT Private
AREA Mt Evelyn, Dandenong Ranges National 

Park
MAP REF Melway 120 B3,

Park Notes, Olinda Creek Walking Track
FIRE BAN DISTRICT CN
TEMPERATURE REFERENCE SITE md

We will meet at the far end of the Mt Evelyn Reserve, off 
Tramway Road at 10:15 for a 10:30 am start. Parking is 
available near the toilet area.

The fi rst half of the walk follows the redundant aqueduct 
which fed the O’Shannassy Reservoir from the Silvan 
Reservoir until around 1972. We skirt some residential areas, 
follow the Aqueduct Trail and then enter open forest areas in 
the Dandenong Ranges National Park. After lunch at Silvan 
Reservoir we return to the National Park, joining the Pipeline 
Track, the site of the pipeline that replaced the aqueduct.

  NO SUNDAY WALK ON 
JANUARY 1ST

 TOFS WALK
YARRA RIVER WALK
DATE Thursday 5 January 2012
STANDARD Easy
DISTANCE 9 km
ELEVATION 30 m
LEADER Graham Hodgson
TRANSPORT Private
AREA Yarra Bend Park, Kew
MAP REF Parks Victoria
FIRE BAN DISTRICT CN
TEMPERATURE REFERENCE SITE ME

A leisurely walk along the mostly shady banks of the Yarra. 
We will start at the Studley Park boat house, cross over the 
river via Kanes bridge and then amble along through the gums 
and poas. We may meet the odd reptile, hopefully only the blue 
tongued and maybe see a red rumped parrot or two. We will 
inspect the occasional newly created wetlands and eventually 
reach the Fairfi eld boathouse where we will have plenty of time 
for coffee, ice creams etc.

After any culinary indulgences we will cross the Yarra at 
the pipe bridge and press on, continuing to follow the river 
upstream towards the Chandler Highway bridge. Upon reaching 
the bridge we will do an about turn and head downstream 
negotiating some interesting rock formations, and take in the 
odours of the famous bat colony as we pass by.

A tranquil walk (if you are able to block out the sounds of 
the freeway at certain times) which may end up being quite hot, 
so bring plenty of sunscreen, water and a large hat.

We will meet at 10:30 am at the fi rst carpark on the left off 
the entrance road to the Studley Park boat house.

 SUNDAY BUS
LAKE MOUNTAIN
DATE Sunday 8 January 2012
STANDARDS Easy/Medium and Medium
DISTANCES 12 and 15 km
ELEVATIONS Moderate
LEADERS Max Casley and Sue Ralston
TRANSPORT Bus – Leaving Southbank Blvd at 8:45 am
AREA North-east of Melbourne, near Marysville.
MAP REF Marysville – Lake Mountain 1:50,000; 

also www.lakemountainresort.com.au
FIRE BAN DISTRICT Central
TEMPERATURE REFERENCE SITE Yarra Glen

Here is your chance to enjoy the freshness of alpine air 
and escape the summer heat. This is the fi rst time this walk 

A reminder that to view all available previews and any notifi cations of changes to walks, 
just log on to the walks program and previews pages on the MBW website: 

http://www.melbournebushwalkers.org.au/activities/Walks/MBW_walks_program.htm 

Photo by David Arnold
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 SUNDAY CAR POOL
MOUNT DESPAIR – MURRINDINDI CIRCUIT
DATE Sunday January 15 2012
STANDARD Medium
DISTANCE 21 km
ELEVATION 500 metre uphill climb
LEADER Halina Sarbinowski
TRANSPORT Carpool – Leaving Southbank Blvd at 

8:45 am
TRANSPORT COST $17.00 (per person)
AREA Murrindindi
MAP REF Taggerty South 1:25,000
FIRE BAN DISTRICT North Central
TEMPERATURE REFERENCE SITE Yarra Glen

From the Suspension Bridge Carpark we will start with a 
500 metre uphill walk to Mt Despair, after which it is downhill 
most of the way to Murrindindi Road. After the challenges of 
the fi rst half of the walk, the gentle walk along the length of the 
Murrindindi Scenic Reserve is most welcome. This walk hugs 
the banks of the rushing Murrindindi River. The forest is varied, 
and there are numerous historic relics of the timber industry 
along the way. Murrindindi means ‘Mountain Home’ in the 
Wurundjeri language, and well describes this tranquil valley. 

 MOFS WALK
FINNS RESERVE TO RUFFEY LAKE
DATE Monday 16 January 2012
STANDARD Easy
DISTANCE 10 km
ELEVATION fl atish!
 LEADER  Alister Rowe
TRANSPORT Private
AREA Templestowe and Doncaster
MAP REF Melway 33 B4 to G9
FIRE BAN DISTRICT CN
TEMPERATURE REFERENCE SITE me

Meet by 10:30 am in the car park near the footbridge across 
the Yarra River in Finns Reserve, Templestowe, We’ll walk up 
the Ruffey Creek track to Ruffy Lake Park and return.

An easy walk for summer but carry plenty of water and be 
protected against the sun if hot.

The walk may be cancelled or truncated if the forecast is 
over 33°. 

  PACK CARRY: BUNGALOW 
SPUR–MT FEATHERTOP–
BON ACCORD SPUR

Photo by Deborah Shand

DATE 13–15 January 2012
STANDARD Medium
DISTANCE 35 km
ELEVATION 1800 m
LEADER Del Franks
TRANSPORT Private
AREA Bogong High Plains
MAP REF 1:50,000 Bogong Alpine Area Outdoor 

Leisure
FIRE BAN DISTRICT North East
TEMPERATURE REFERENCE SITE North East
TRANSPORT COSTS (PER PERSON) about $35

The route for this walk climbs the Bungalow Spur to Mt 
Feathertop with overnight camp at the top of the Diamantina 
Spur. We will pass Federation Hut, destroyed by bushfi re in 
2003, but since rebuilt. The walk continues across the high 
ridge of the Razorback (one of the most scenic high ridges 
in the Australian Alps and a destination in its own right) and 
terminates with a long walk down the Bon Accord Spur and 
fi nally along an old mining route to Harrietville.

Saturday: We will meet at the National Parks car park 
for Bungalow Spur (just outside of Harrietville) on Saturday 
at 8:30 am. Most people will probably travel part or all of the 
way to Harrietville on Friday night. It takes about 4 hours from 
Melbourne. 

The walk starts in a small, lush forest then continues 
through different levels of mixed forest, alpine ash, peppermint 
gum and snow gum. The total climb for the day will be about 
1200 m. Our camp will be at the top of the Diamantina Spur 
and we will collect water from a spring just below Feathertop 
summit, which is about 2–3 km from camp.

Sunday: Due to the long second day, we will start early and 
will walk along the Razorback towards Hotham and the Big 
Dipper. From there we will follow the Bon Accord Spur, which 
was fi rst used by skiers back in the 1930s when an old mining 
route was upgraded to enable tourists on horseback to reach 
the ski slopes. The ruins of the Johnsons Hut, on the upper 
reaches of the spur, are the only reminder of Eric Johnson, one 
of the guides who led skiers across these ranges until 1939 
when the hut was destroyed by bushfi re. We can’t guarantee a waterfall, but this is the sort of scruffy 

mob you’re likely to encounter on a MOFs walk. 
Photo by Bob Oxlade 
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BBQ facilities are scattered throughout the Park. We will return 
to Footscray along the gravel trail following the Maribyrnong 
River from Brimbank Park until we reach Essendon West and 
then retrace our path back to the station.

 SUNDAY BUS
GREENS BUSH – BUSHRANGERS BAY – GUNNAMATTA

Photo by John Fritze

DATE Sunday 22 January 2012
STANDARDS Easy and Easy/Medium
DISTANCES 14 km and 18 km
ELEVATIONS Moderate
LEADERS Ian Mair and Matt Jones
TRANSPORT Bus – Leaving Southbank Blvd at 8:45am
AREA Mornington Peninsula
MAP REF Two Bays Walk Notes and Melway maps 

258 and 259
FIRE BAN DISTRICT Central
TEMPERATURE REFERENCE SITE Frankston

A walk on Mornington Peninsula is ideal for the warmer 
summer weather. One that covers Greens Bush and the cliff-
top scenery above Bushrangers Bay before descending to the 
beach for a well-deserved dip seems to have it all. The Easy/
Medium group will be dropped off at the Highfi eld carpark on 
Boneo Road and do a traverse of Greens Bush, taking in the 
mixed grassland and native forest surrounding Lightwood and 
Main Creeks before reaching the Bushranger Bay Carpark. 
Kangaroos were plentiful on previous trips to Greens Bush. 

The Easy group will commence their walk from the 
Bushranger Bay Carpark, from where both groups will follow 
the same route along this popular coastal walk. You’ll have the 
opportunity to enjoy the remnant banksia forest on the way to 
Bushranger Bay, explore the rock pools at Fingal Beach, view 
dramatic scenery from cliff tops, tramp the boardwalk and eat 
an ice-cream at Cape Schanck and swim (between the fl ags 
if time permits) at Gunnamatta Beach. What more could you 
ask for?

Come and enjoy this walk which provides a variety of 
experiences, but remember the sun hat, the sun screen, the 
insect repellent, your bathers, plenty of water and your zest for 
fun.

See the leaders in the clubroom or telephone Ian Mair for 
more information.

 SOCIAL WALK
SOCIAL: GLEN IRIS WETLANDS
DATE Thursday 19 January 2012
STANDARD Easy
DISTANCE 5.75 km
LEADER Jean Giese
TRANSPORT Private
AREA Glen Iris
MAP REF Melways 59 and 60

We will enjoy a 5 km walk in the parks, wetlands and bush 
bordering Gardiners Creek before arriving at the Bakery Café 
for lunch. There will be a further ¾ km walk to the cars after 
lunch. Meet to start walking at 10:30 am in the carpark off the 
end of Estelle Street, Melways 59K9. 

(Note change to 3rd Thursday to avoid Australia Day 
holiday.)

 CYCLING
MARIBYRNONG RIVER – STEELE CREEK
DATE Saturday 21 January 2012
STANDARD Easy/Medium
DISTANCE 45 km
LEADER Ian Mair
TRANSPORT Private
START TIME 9:30 am at Footscray Station (Hyde Street side)
AREA Between Footscray Station and Brimbank Park
MAP REF Melway 42, 28, 27, 15, 14 and 26

This ride is for you if you like riding through bushland by a river 
on a winding gravel trail; if you have an interest in history and 
the redevelopment of part of Melbourne’s industrial heritage 
into extensive wetlands and new residential villages; or if you 
have an eye for engineering and want to see some fi ne old 
metal rail bridges as well as sweeping fl yovers as you wind 
your way along the quieter river bank below. It is also for you if 
you just want to have a pleasant ride with great company.

The ride will start outside Footscray railway station on 
the east side (Hyde Street), where there is ample parking for 
those who arrive by car, and pick up the river trail at Shepherd 
Bridge. The fi rst stage of the ride is on a well made sealed track 
with no hills, passing by icons like Flemington Racecourse, 
and provides a relaxing opportunity to take in the history of the 
area. For those that have not ridden this area in recent years 
the changes along the river will be notable, from new wetlands 
developments to construction of a signifi cant Bhuddist temple 
with a 16-metre statue of the Heavenly Queen. 

Reaching Essendon West, there is a short but sharp rise up 
to a spectacular lookout over the Maribyrnong River Valley with 
the Melbourne city skyline in the background. The track then 
descends sharply again to where we pick up the Steele Creek 
Trail which winds through the Valley Lake housing estate from 
where we will wind our way until we reach Brimbank Park along 
a route found by Ross Berner.

Europeans fi rst settled Brimbank Park in the 1830s soon 
after Melbourne was founded. It derives its name from the 
practice of the locals driving their stock ‘around the brim of the 
bank’ of the Maribyrnong River. Archaeological surveys indicate 
that Aboriginal occupation extends back 40 000 years, making 
it amongst the oldest known human inhabited sites in Australia. 
A café (Leaping Lizard) attached to the Parks Victoria visitor 
centre can cater for those who don’t want to carry their own, or 
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  PACK CARRY
MOUNTS NELSE, COPE AND MCKAY CIRCUIT
DATE 25–29 January 2012
STANDARD Easy/Medium
DISTANCE 33 km with full packs, up to 21 km side 

trips with day packs
LEADER Jopie Bodegraven
AREA Bogong High Plains
MAP REF Bogong Alpine Area Outdoor Leisure Map 

1:50,000

Join me for a ramble over the glorious Bogong High Plains, 
visiting some of the higher peaks, some old cattlemen’s 
huts and a waterfall. There should be lots of colourful alpine 
wildfowers and great views, weather permitting. The pack carry 
days will be approximately 8, 10, 7 and 8 km. Every day will 
have the option of a side trip(s) which you can opt out of if you 
wish. The compulsory ups with full packs will only amount to 
about 750 m but about a third of it will be off track. The side 
trips will contain quite a lot of off track.

We will will camp Wednesday night at Mountain Creek. On 
Thursday we will drive to the carpark just on the east side of 
the Rocky Valley Dam and do a 5 km car shuffl e to Mt McKay 
before we begin our walk. Make sure you bring a day pack 
for the side trips, food for 3 nights and 4 lunches, and full foul 
weather gear as the High Plains can have snow and blizzards 
even in mid summer.

Book with me by the clubnight of Wednesday 18th January 
at the latest as then is when I will be arranging transport. 

 BUSHWALKING VICTORIA ALPINE 
WORKING PARTY

DATE  27-29 January 2012
ACTIVITY  Bushwalking Victoria Alpine Work Party
LEADER  Rod Novak
AREA  Bogong High Plains, north-east Victoria
MAP  VicMap: Bogong High Plains
RETURN HOME  9pm Sunday evening

There will be thirty volunteers attending from the various 
Bushwalking Victoria clubs from around the state. The intended 
project is working on sallow willow (a weed). [Last year we 
used GPS to map it for the scientists and then Parks Victoria 
crews removed it – so I am guessing it will be a similar project]. 
The following will be provided: Two nights accommodation in a 
ski chalet at Falls Creek and a supplied BBQ on the Saturday 
night. We need to bring everything else but can use the chalet 
self-catering kitchen for other meals etc. Will need to bring day 
bushwalking gear (day pack, thermos, water bottle, lunch and 
snacks), your own gardening gloves, and be prepared for warm 
sunny days (sun hat, sun cream, sunglasses) and/or cold and 
wet conditions (parka, overpants, gloves etc). Limited spots 
available. 

 MT HOTHAM LODGE WEEKEND
DATE 26–29 January 2012
LEADERS Halina Sarbinowski and Ian Mair

This weekend is fully booked, but you could contact the leaders 
in case there’s a cancellation.

I know it’s a little way off yet, but the March 
Wednesday walk will be at Mt Baw Baw and I have 
booked the ski lodge up there for the nights of
Tuesday 13th and Wednesday 14th March.

I can start taking bookings: it’s only $25 per 
night per person, with quite a range of sleeping 
arrangements.

I think the facilities may be a little better than the photo!

FROM THE NEWS EDITOR
It would be a great help to me if leaders could 
include the date of a walk in the fi le name: e.g. 
29/1/12-Sunday Car Pool.doc

Merilyn Whimpey

 SUNDAY CAR POOL
SILVAN RESERVOIR – MT EVELYN AQUEDUCT
DATE Sunday 29 January 2012
STANDARD Easy/Medium
DISTANCE 14 km
ELEVATION Some steep sections
LEADER Kevin Hitchman
TRANSPORT Car Pool – Leaving Southbank Blvd at 

8:45 am
TRANSPORT COST $10.00 (per person)
AREA Dandenong Ranges National Park
MAP REF Melway 120 B3
FIRE BAN DISTRICT Central
TEMPERATURE REFERENCE SITE Mount Dandenong

The fi rst half of the walk follows the redundant aqueduct which 
fed the O’Shannassy Reservoir from the Silvan Reservoir 
until around 1972. We skirt some residential areas, follow 
the Aqueduct Trail and then enter open forest areas of the 
Dandenong Ranges National Park. After lunch at the Silvan 
Reservoir we return to the National Park, eventually returning 
to our starting point along Pipeline Track, the site of the pipeline 
that replaced the aqueduct. 
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The News of the Melbourne Bushwalkers
If undelivered please return to:
MELBOURNE BUSHWALKERS INC
GPO BOX 1751, MELBOURNE 3001

ALTERATION TO PARTICULARS / SUBSCRIPTION RENEWAL

Current details: New details:

Name:

Address:

Phone: Home: Work: Home: Work:

Mobile: Mobile:

Email:

2011 SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION

Ordinary:
Concession

Single $45/$55* Couple/family $72/$82*
Single $34/$44* Couple/family $50/$60* Proof req.

Tick if address details are NOT to be published in 
the membership listing issued to Members only

* An additional $10.00 is charged to members who receive their copies of The News via Aust Post

Forward to: Membership Secretary, GPO Box 1751, Melbourne 3001 or membership@melbournebushwalkers.org.au

PRINT
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338888/00016

POSTAGE 
PAID

AUSTRALIA

Bus transport meets at Southbank Boulevard, south side of the Arts Centre, before 8:45 am. Leader or deputy will be there rain, hail or shine!

JANUARY 2012

Sun 1 HAPPY NEW YEAR – No Sunday walk

Thurs 5 Yarra River Walk Private Easy Graham Hodgson

Sun 8 Lake Mountain Bus E/M & E Max Casley & Sue Ralston

Wed 11 Mt Evelyn Aqueduct Private E/M Ed Neff

13–15 Pack Carry: Bungalow Spur–Mt Feathertop–Bon Accord Spur Private Medium Del Franks

Sun 15 Mt Despair – Murrindindi Circuit Car Medium Halina Sarbinowski

Mon 16 Finns Reserve Private Easy Alistair Rowe

Thu 19 Glen Iris Wetlands (Social) Private Easy Jean Giese

Sat 21 Cycling: Maribyrnong River – Steel Creek Private E/M Ian Mair

Sun 22 Greens Bush – Bushrangers Bay – Gunnamatta Bus E & E/M Ian Mair & Matt Jones

25–29 Pack Carry: Mts Nelse, Cope and McKay circuit Private E/M Jopie Bodegraven

25–29 LODGE: Mt Hotham Private Various Halina Sarbinowski & Ian Mair

26–29 Bushwalking Victoria Alpine Working Party Private Easy Rod Novak

Sun 29 Silvan Reservoir – Mt Evelyn Aqueduct Car Easy Kevin Hitchman


