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PRESIDENT’S CORNER
As part of Bushwalking Victoria’s strategic review into what the future of ‘bushwalking’ in Victoria should be, all 
Club Committees, Club Members and a sample of the general public are being surveyed for their inputs. I will 
complete our Club Committee Survey with input from the Committee Members. 

All Club Members including Committee Members (I will be doing it too!) are invited to complete the 
Members Survey to help Bushwalking Victoria understand more about why you are bushwalkers, what 
you enjoy about bushwalking, and what you believe BWV should be doing to foster better bushwalking for 
all. Details are included in the Letter from Bushwalking Victoria which is included in this News (page 5–6). 
The survey is open until 2 December.

At the October Committee Meeting we set the agenda for the Leaders’ Training Night on November 19th. 
We are still finalising the content and the session leaders. 

As I advised last month, each year the Club donates the interest from our Special Account to conservation, 
environment and/or walking track support groups. For 2012 we decided to donate $400 to Trust for Nature, 
$300 to the Victoria National Parks Association, and $300 to Friends of the Great South Western Walk. Also 
our finances are going well with the Sunday Bus continuing to show a surplus. 

A number of you will know Jenni Sykes who has been Bushwalking Victoria’s Admin Officer for the last 
14 years. Jenni is retiring on 26 October. Many times as President and Vice President she has helped me out. 
I want to thank Jenni and wish her the best for the future.

Please keep Tuesday December 4th free for our Christmas Party at the Melbourne Lawn Bowls Club in 
Flagstaff Gardens (see the advert in this copy of the News). There is no need to RSVP – just come along and 
bring a plate to share! 

By now everyone should have our Summer Program. There are lots of great things to do this summer and in 
particular over the Christmas/New Year period including 5 Base Camps, 4 Pack Carries, 2 new Sunday Walks, 
and 3 Bike rides. So Happy cycling and walking!!!!

Mick Noonan

NExT LEaDERS’ TRaININg NIghT 
For current and future walk leaders!

Leading can be great fun, help you gain skills and confidence, 
and the get the satisfaction of helping others enjoy the outdoors. 

So learn about leading, share your experiences … be there!!!

Monday November 19, in the Clubrooms, 7–9 pm

RSVP to mili.loco@bigpond.com or just come along. 

Food and Drinks Provided!!!

Walkers on the  
Greens Bush–Gunnamatta–walk  

last summer.

Photo by Ian Mair.
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Members of the Melbourne Bushwalkers Inc meet 
on Wednesday evenings between 7:00 and 9:00 pm  
in the club rooms at:
Royal historical Society of Victoria
362 William Street
(Cnr William and a’Beckett Streets)
Melbourne
Vic 3001

Visitors are always welcome!

General correspondence should be directed to:

The Secretary 
Melbourne Bushwalkers Inc

MEMBER OF

 
PO Box 1751 
MELBOURNE  VIC  3001
www.melbournebushwalkers.org.au

The News of the Melbourne Bushwalkers Inc  
(The News) is published monthly, and is the official 
newsletter of Melbourne Bushwalkers Inc.

Editor: Merilyn Whimpey

Walk previews, walk reviews, articles, poems, news 
items, photographs of club events, reports of new 
gear, book/movie reviews, letters to the editor, 
advertisements, et cetera are always welcome. 
However, the Editor reserves the right to edit 
contributions where space, clarity or propriety 
dictate, and to maintain editorial consistency.  
Note: photographs should be sent as separate files 
which are capable of being edited.

Please send your contributions as unformatted 
text files by email to news@mbw.org.au

Closing date for receipt of material for The News 
is the 2nd last Wednesday of the month. So for 
November News, the closing date is 21 November.

Advertisements should relate to bushwalking 
(e.g. gear, maps, trips, tours, health and fitness 
etc.). These may be published subject to space 
availability and Editor’s discretion. For current 
advertising rates contact the Editor at  
news@mbw.org.au.

Please note:  
Next committee meeting will take place on 

Monday 29 October 2012

extensive experience exploring the bushextensive experience exploring the bush

bushwalkingtours.com.au 08 8369 1779
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Exploranges prides itself on 
fully-catered tours that let you 
enjoy nature in all its beautiful 
simplicity. 

Whether it’s quietly soaking up the 
scene of a stunning sunset, or 
walking and talking with new-found 
friends, we’ll guide you to an 
experience you’ll never forget. 

Call 08 8369 1779
and find out more about our style of 
walking holiday.

Above: Descent from Mt McKay, January 2012. 
Photo by John Fritze.

Below: The view from Mt Beckworth, September 2012. 
Photo by Ian Mair
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Noticeboard

 

Slide nights, presentations and functions
November 14: 

PRESENTATION: HIMALAYAN OVERVIEW
Jerry Grandage will present a big-picture perspective on the Himalayan region.  The presentation will be 
based on photos from various visits since the 1970s as well as research material from university libraries etc.

November 28:
WINE AND CHEESE

Roger and Sue will present a slide presentation on their recent hiking trip in Nepal.

Friday 30 November and Tuesday 1 January
Susan Maughan has got events on these two days. See over the page for details.

VENUE   Melbourne City Bowls Club (Opposite the clubrooms) 

DATE    Tuesday 4 December 2012  

TIME    7.00 pm to 10.00 pm 

BYO Plate 

Drinks can be purchased from the bar 

Please note – bus bookings need to be made by 8:00 pm on club evenings when presentations are 
scheduled.

Kerry McKeand—SOCIAL SECRETARY
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Noticeboard

SOCIaL WaLK IN ST KILDa FOLLOWED BY DINNER ON FRIDaY 30 NOVEMBER
Meet at St Kilda Botanical Gardens for a 7 p.m. departure. (Melways 58 B1). They were formally established in the 
1850’s and include extensive flower beds, exotic forest trees, and by 1932 Australian species were added, too.

It is registered with Heritage Victoria.
 Access is from Blessington, Tennyson, Dickens and Herbert Streets.
You can take the 96 tram to the Acland Street/Barkly Street junction and walk along Blessington Street, or 

67 tram to Brighton Road/Mozart Street junction and walk along Mozart Street.
The Gardens are open till sunset, which is 8:26. 
This will give us time to explore, walk along the Esplanade, and meander to our dinner destination (which is 

yet to be decided on).
When booking, let me know if you are walking, dining, or both.

TUESDaY, 1 JaNUaRY 2013
It’s on again....the New Year’s Day BBQ!
I have decided to stick with last year’s venue, as it proved to be very popular, and it’s around the corner 

from home!
Birdsland Reserve, Mt Morton Rd, Belgrave 3160, from midday.
As usual, I ask that you re-wrap an excess Xmas pressie and pop it into the Lucky Dip.
This time I suggest you bring a small contribution for lunch as we will have a long table set up, so bring a 

chair, too. Let me know if you can help with tables.
If you would like to be picked up from Belgrave station, let me know.

Susan Maughan

MaP NEWS
The 1:25,000 VicMaps we currently use have been largely superseded by Internet sourced 1:30,000 maps 
supplied as PDF’s. These 1:30,000 maps will be updated annually while the 1:50,000 maps will be updated in a 
3-5 year cycle.

A small number of unspecified 1:25,000 maps will continue to be updated.
The 1:30,000 maps are available at services.land.vic.gov.au/maps/imf/search/Topo30Front.jsp
There is a sample A4 map that you can download for free.
The maps are available in A3 and A4 size with either landscape or portrait orientation.
A single 1:25,000 map becomes 2 × A3 maps or 4 × A4 maps. This multiplication of maps is a disadvantage 

of the 1:30,000 series.
An A3 map covers 12 × 7.5 km and an A4 map covers 6 × 7.5 km. 
A compensating feature is the ability to select your own area to be mapped as A3 or A4 with either 

landscape or portrait orientation. This is useful for walks located on the edges of several current maps.
If you select an area greater than the specified size then extra maps will appear but you can de-select these 

with a panel that appears on the left hand side. If you select a smaller area then it will automatically enlarged, 
with the upper left hand corner as the anchor point – a very useful feature. It’s possible to experiment with 
these selections till you get the one that is most suitable. There is also a zoom feature to that is helpful for 
locating the area you want.

The costs for A3 are $4 standard and $5 custom, and for A4, $2 standard and $2.50 custom. There is a 
$1.10 service charge per order and payment is by VISA or Mastercard.

Officeworks print A3 colour on high quality paper for $1.76. The PDF can be supplied on CD, DVD or USB 
memory stick. I’ve also printed an A3 map on A4 paper and it’s usable.

Our existing 1:25,000 maps will continue their quiet life in the filing cabinets with occasional outings for 
work experience.

If you think one of these maps may be useful for your next walk then please contact me.
Mark Heath, Maps Officer
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Noticeboard

CONSERVaTION MaTTERS
WILSONS PROM NP – the following tracks and roads are scheduled to re-open by 21 December: Loo Errn 
boardwalk, Whisky Bay beach access track and car park, Cotters Lake walking track and car park, Mt Oberon 
Road, Mt Oberon summit walk. Bookings are now being accepted for accommodation at the Lighthouse 
Cottages, mainly at weekends but by December they will be available full time. Work is currently taking 
place on the Sealers Cove track east of Ferny Glade. Ferny Glade itself still needs major engineering work 
(e.g. bridges) so that the whole track will therefore not be re-opened before Easter 2013. Major boardwalk 
construction on the Waterloo Bay track is scheduled to commence in March 2013. The track will remain open 
to walkers during this time.

On 23 September thirteen Bushwalking Victoria volunteers completed the clearing of the track Lighthouse 
Point to Chinaman Long Beach; they also removed some recently fallen trees from the track between Tin Mine 
Cove and Chinaman Long Beach.
aLPINE NP – In May track maintenance was done in the area near Viking Saddle. The following work was 
done by Parks Victoria: 3 km of regrowth cleared between Viking Saddle and Razor Ridge, 2 km section of 
Viking Ridge towards Barry’s Saddle has been cleared, 1.5 km section of heavy scrub cut back from Catherine 
Saddle up to Mt Despair, 6.5 km section from Catherine Saddle towards Viking Saddle was cleared and 
marked.

McKillops Bridge – In June Parks Vic completed a program to eliminate the feral goat population at 
McKillops Bridge. Moroka Hut has been repaired following damage caused by vandalism.

The australian alps National Parks strategic plan for 2012 – 2015 has been released and can be 
downloaded from http://www.australianalps.environment.gov.au/publications/alps-program/strat-plan-12-15.
html
BaW BaW NP The tracks in the Baw Baw National Park and Walhalla Historic area have suffered a lot of 
damage from the terrible windstorm that swept through the area in mid-September. The AAWT is closed from 
Walhalla to the Thompson Valley Road (many trees down) and the Mt Erica Road is also closed to vehicular 
traffic, cutting off access to the AAWT, Mushroom Rocks area and Mt Erica. 
MTS COLE/ BUaNgOR/ LaNghI ghIRaN aREa – All Parks Vic tracks are now open in the area except the 
Buckatillable Track – from Cave Hill to Fern Tree Picnic area. 
POWELLTOWN REgION – the Walking Trails (Walking into History) Project has been cancelled in the current 
light of cuts to the public service. This money has been offered up as a saving.
CONSERVaTION PROJECTS 
The annual alpine Restoration weekend is scheduled for January, at Falls Creek.

Snake Island (project cancelled in July due to bad weather) is still on the agenda awaiting advice from 
Parks Vic.

Parks Victoria has announced that voluntary staff reductions are under way to reduce the total staff by 
about 10%. This will not include ranger staff.

Rod Novak

BUShWaLKINg VICTORIa STRaTEgIC REVIEW 
WE NEED YOUR hELP!

Bushwalking Victoria (BWV) is an organisation in a constant state of change. Like all similar organisations, it is 
affected by many kinds of change – changes in what people who bushwalk want, changes in the social and 
political sphere, and in the physical environment. 

(continued over page)

MBW_740_Nov12_web.indd   5 29/10/12   9:09 AM



Page 6 Issue 740 – November 2012

Noticeboard

In order to prepare and position BWV for the future, to ensure that we achieve our vision of ‘better 
bushwalking’, we need to understand much better what people who bushwalk want and expect from us.

So, BWV is undertaking a program to ask these questions. An important part of this program is to ask our 
club members to tell us why they like bushwalking, their needs, expectations and views on bushwalking, and 
what they want in the future.

At the same time, we are asking your club committee about the opportunities, issues and challenges your 
club faces, and what we can do to help.

The survey will be on-line, and will be ‘open’ from Monday 22 October to Sunday 2 December. It should 
take no more than 20 to 30 minutes to complete and all information provided will remain anonymous.

Please take the time to complete the survey and help us plan for the next five years, to achieve better 
bushwalking for all.

To access the survey go to: http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/BWVClubMembers
Chris Towers

President
Bushwalking Victoria

BUShWaLKINg VICTORIa (continued)

BOOK REVIEW
 Goldfields Track Walking Guide

Author: Wettenhall, Gib et al
Publisher: em PRESS Publishing, June 2012 (154 pages)
ISBN: 9780975777855
Recommended Retail Price: $29.95 (includes postage)

Published by the track’s champions and volunteer builders for over 20 years, the Great Dividing Trail 
Association (GDTA, the Goldfields Track Walking Guide provides the first comprehensive coverage of the 
track. The 210 km Goldfields Track stretches from Mt Buninyong in western Victoria via Ballarat, Creswick, 
Daylesford and Castlemaine to Bendigo, through some of Victoria’s richest goldfields. The Goldfields Track 
Walking Guide consists of 33 full colour, large scale, contour maps of all sections of the 210 km track along 
with detailed track notes and beautiful photographs. Descriptive sections from local experts on a range 
of topics from geology, flora and fauna to the rich cultural heritage of the region complement the track 
descriptions and provide invaluable background information for walkers. The presentation style is easy to 
follow and reflects the passion of the authors for their respective fields of interest.

In setting out to prepare a comprehensive coverage of the track the authors have commendably achieved 
their goal. “The tracks are divided into short and long day walks. Maps showing the vehicle access to trail 
heads en route can be found at the end of the map spreads.” The map pages provide a 6 km by 4 km grid 
at 1:25,000 (GDA94, 20 m contours) with a generous overlap between pages. Cross-referencing between 
guide notes and the maps is clear and maps are repeated if necessary to avoid the need to skip backwards 
and forwards. I did find the grid markings a bit hard to read, however, the spiral bound pages facilitate easy 
enlargement on a photocopier for aging walkers like me!

The limitations of the Guide are more a limitation of the Goldfields Track supporting infrastructure, and 
not the Guide itself. Through walkers thinking of doing the total track, or significant sections of it, in one go 
will find the information on camping or accommodation options limited. The Guide provides a summary of 
the designated campsites, whilst the Goldfields Track website lists accommodation on or near the track. 
Hopefully these options will become more extensive with time. For now, walkers without vehicle support may 
need to limit themselves to shorter multi-day walks planned around the designated campsites and available 
accommodation.

In summary, the Goldfields Track Walking Guide is a worthwhile addition to the library of all bushwalkers 
interested in walking through a part of Victoria that is synonymous with our short history and an area from 
which many of our social values evolved. A copy is available in the Melbourne Bushwalkers Library.

Ian Mair
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Suggestions

The Top End wet season is spectacular and, more

importantly, enjoyable. This is, in many ways, my

favourite time of year. This trip is a combination

of some of the short wet season walks that I most

enjoy doing myself.

I enjoy them all so much that I’ll run the trip for

as few as two people at no extra charge. I’ve

designed it to allow participants plenty of time to

acclimatise as we work our way from day walks

up to longer overnights.

If you have ever wondered what our wet season is

really like, you owe it to yourself to have a look at

our trip notes.

Russell's Light Wet Special

10-24 February 2013

www.bushwalkingholidays.com.au rrwillis@internode.on.net    Ph: 08 8985 2134

Willis’s Walkabouts

Thought I should send this through ‘by popular request’. Just led a weekend camp up at the Grampians – 
fabulous array of flowers and birds not so bad either!

Rosemary Cotter

RECIPE 
ChEWY OaT SLICE 

David Herbert, The Weekend Australian Magazine 15-16 Sept 2012

100g (soft) brown sugar 125g rolled oats
140g plain flour 125g butter, cubed
½ teaspoon bicarbonate of soda 250g blackberry or peach jam
Preheat oven to 180° C. Grease a 20 cm square cake tin and line with baking paper.
Combine sugar, flour, bicarb, a pinch of salt and oats in a large bowl.
Rub in butter to form a crumbly mixture.
Press three-quarters of the mixture into the bottom of the cake tin, spread jam over the base (but not quite to 
the edges as it will spread).
Sprinkle remaining mixture over top and lightly press down.
Bake for 35-40 minutes or until lightly browned. Allow to cool before cutting into bars.
Makes 12.

PS I suppose you could use other jams or even fruit mince, we had a jar of blackberry/lavender jam lurking in 
the cupboard and this was fine. 
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along the Track

a WEEK IN WINTER WONDERLaND 
CROSS-COUNTRY SKIINg, aUgUST 11–18 2012

The annual MBW skiing week began on Friday night at Tawonga community centre. We were able to meet 
up and stay the night there as organized by the Bogong Rovers whose guests we would be for the week. 
On Saturday morning it was up early for a quick breakfast and then down to Mt Beauty to catch the 7.30 bus 
to Falls Creek. At the bus depot Merilyn distributed parcels of fresh food to carry in. 

There was plenty of snow to ski in to the Rover Chalet and we were able to keep our skis on all the way. 
Arriving at the Chalet we had lunch then various people began their tasks to prepare for the week. Bill and 
David disappeared into the Workshop organizing the generators and heaters while Merilyn and Jan put the 
food away into the fridges and checked for any shortages. Doug outlined the procedures for the week and 
organized the roster for the various jobs to be done. Some were able to fit in some snow play on the slopes 
behind Cope Hut.

So began the week. Sunday’s full day trip was to Ryders Yards via Mt Cope. This was short to allow 
unaccustomed muscles to get used to the exercise. Monday was to Fitzgerald’s Hut in fine weather but 
Tuesday’s trip to Pretty Valley and Mt McKay was shortened due to lousy weather. On Wednesday we hoped 
that High Plains Creek waterfall might be a sheltered run. It wasn’t too bad but lunch was a tad cool so was 
rather hurried and we didn’t hang around admiring the falls with a good surround of snow. Evenings were 
spent enjoying dinner then quiet enjoyment playing Scrabble, cards or reading. The bakers produced fresh 
bread each night.

Thursday’s trip to McNamaras was also designed to be sheltered. On the open Plains we had the wind 
behind us and then we were sheltered as we skied along the High Plains Road. It appeared to us that, being 
sealed, the melt rate on the road was more than when unsealed so we called a halt at Bucketty Plain where 
we had lunch at a picnic table in the gently falling snow. Friday brought a big dump of snow and strong winds. 
A few souls who ventured forth soon returned plastered with snow.

Saturday was changeover day. Doug and Jan had arranged to ski out later and so finish off the last minute 
clean-up. Due to the heavy 
snow an advance group 
of strongest skiers left 
to form a path to make it 
easier for the rest of the 
group. Everyone had left by 
7.00 am with Doug and Jan 
finishing off. However, they 
could see the ski tracks 
were rapidly disappearing 
so they finished off quickly 
and headed off. When they 
got to Falls Creek they 
found that half the group 
had missed the bus but 
were able to get onto the 
later bus so all was O.K.

An enjoyable week 
was had by all the group 
consisting of Doug 
Pocock, Jan Llewelyn, 
Bill Metzenthen, Merilyn 
Whimpey, David Laing, Max 
Casley, Susan Maughan, 
Mike Love, Nik Dow plus 
seven other guests from 
other clubs.

Doug PocockDoug skiing in to the Rover Chalet on the High Plains Road on day one. 
Photo by Bill Metzenthen.
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Members’ contributions

WaLKINg IN WESTERN aUSTRaLIa
I first became interested in W.A. walks after reading 
John Chapman’s book Bushwalking in Australia 
which has top walks from each state described. This 
included a seven day section as a highlight of the 
Bibbulmun Track. The Bibb track is a 956 km walking 
trail from Kalamunda near Perth to Albany in the south 
and goes through beautiful forests and also in and 
out along the coast in the south. I would grade it E/M. 
Some days are around 20 km but these are usually 
fairly level and can be on old logging rail formations 
with no rails. September to November is a good time 
to walk and to view the well known wild flowers. 

Geoff Schafer (brother of the late Athol) is a regular 
visitor in the clubrooms and he is the one who, in 
1972, convinced the then W.A. Minister of Forests to 
support the idea of the original track which was opened in 1979.

Although there are no fees for walking the track, I send a donation to the Bibbulmun foundation. 
The best information for walkers is published in two excellent books, the northern half and the southern 

half, which include track notes and maps and are all that is required. Larger scale maps are also available.
The track has campsites at convenient distances and these include a sleeping shelter (usually beautifully 

sited) with a picnic table under cover, tent sites and water tanks and toilet. Most use the shelters which 
accommodate 10 to 15 persons with usually only one to four there. Some also carry a tent. The log books 
are interesting to read. The track passes through an interesting town every 5 to 8 days with good budget 
accommodation available if desired. Most towns have food stores and if walking long sections food can be 
posted for pick up. 

I consider the track safe to walk alone, although recently the first 11 nights I camped I had a companion on 
only 1 night, but walkers are never far away. Many do the whole track (End to Enders). 

Detailed information is available at www.bibbulmuntrack.org.au and also John Chapman’s website.
The nice people you may meet? In 2011 I camped 3 nights with an appropriately named card playing 

couple, Winsome and Ray, when upon hearing that I had not booked accommodation prior to my 8 am return 
flight suggested I stay at their place for the night and Ray would drive me to the airport. I did so and they have 
a lovely block adjoining 100 metres of parkland to the Swan River. 

In recent years I have walked the whole track:
October 2009. Walpole to Denmark with 5 MBW companions. 7 days. 
September 2010. Denmark to Albany. 5 days after a 3 day off track walk in the area with the Perth 
Bushwalking Club. 
March 2011. (Bit hot) Northcliffe to Walpole 7 days. 
Sept 2011. Pemberton to Northcliffe 3 days and Walpole to Denmark (for the second time) 7 days.
October 2011. Kalamunda to Gringer Creek. 9 days (could be done in less) and  
Sept 2012. Gringer Creek to Pemberton 23 days includes 1 rest day in Collie.

Depending on the type of walking one likes I suppose Walpole to Denmark is a highlight but I also enjoyed 
the 8 days from Balingup to Pemberton which includes the magnificent oldest regrowth Karri forest in the 
South West which was burnt out in 1852.

Another walk is the 6-7 days Cape to Cape track which goes from Cape Naturaliste in and out along the 
coast to Cape Leeuwen in the South West. The Cape to Cape book has all the information that is needed for 
the walk.

An early flight from Melbourne on a Sunday will give plenty of time to get gas etc and a bus to the South 
West in the same day. Other days may require an overnight in Perth. The excellent YHA is close to the CBD, 
camping supplies, Central train station and bus depot. One can return from the South West to Perth and 
a midnight flight to Melbourne on the same day if desired. The shuttle or an economical public bus from 
St Georges Terrace will get you to the airport. 

Needless to say I can recommend these walks. 
Bob Oxlade

Geoff Schafer (left) whose idea in 1972 led to the birth of the 
Bibbulmun Track, with Jim Freeman, a many-time end-to-
ender, at the opening of the new northern half of the Track  

in August 1997.
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 SUNDAY cAr POOl
UPPER YARRA GOLDFIELDS
DaTE Sunday 2 December 2012
STaNDaRD Medium
LEaDER Kevin hitchman
TRaNSPORT Car – Leaving Southbank Blvd at 8:45 am

For details of this walk, please contact the leader.

 TOFS WAlk
SHOREHAM TO BALNARRING
DaTE Thursday 6 December 2012
STaNDaRD Easy
DISTaNCE 10 km
LEaDER alister Rowe
TRaNSPORT Private
aREa Mornington Peninsula
MaP REF Melway 256, 257, 192, 193

We will walk from Shoreham to Balnarring along the foreshore, 
with occasional forays along the cliff tops. Meet at 10:15 am 
(because a car shuffl e is necessary) in the Shoreham Beach 
carpark – enter via Beach Road – Melways 256 F10. 

 BASe cAmP
SOUTHERN GRAMPIANS BASE CAMP
DaTE: Dec 7–9
STaNDaRD Medium-hard
DISTaNCE: 25 km fi rst day, 6 km second day
LEaDER: Judith Shaw
TRaNSPORT: Private
CaMP:  Jimmy’s Creek campground

On Saturday we start walking at 8:00 am after a quick car 
shuffl e, heading from Jimmys Creek over the Major Mitchell 
Plateau, up Mt William and then back down to the cars at 
the beginning of the Mt William track. With a total ascent of 
around 1200 m and short sections of rock scrambling up and 
down the escarpment, this is a reasonably strenuous walk 
through rugged remote country, with magnifi cent views and 

Previews of walks and activities November–December 2012

 SUNDAY cAr POOl
MOGGS CREEK – FAIRHAVEN
DaTE Sunday 4 November 2012
STaNDaRD Easy/Medium
DISTaNCE 13 km
LEaDERS Theo Mertzanidis (andrew Francis)
TRaNSPORT Car – Leaving Southbank Blvd at 8:45 am
aREa great Otway National Park – aireys Inlet
MaP REF Vicmap anglesea South 7721-3-S (1:25,000)
FIRE BaN DISTRICT Central
TEMPERaTURE REFERENCE SITE aireys Inlet 

The walk starts below the Aireys Inlet lighthouse at the 
entrance to the Distillery Creek with a stroll along the beach 
heading west passing the Fairhaven Surf Club and Moggs 
Creek. Crossing the Great Ocean Road, the walking track 
climbs slowly to the ocean lookout with scenic surf coast 
views. The walk heads into the bush along walking tracks and 
dirt roads with moderate undulations. Moggs Picnic Ground 
is passed through along the way with views of ironbark, 
peppermint and gum forests accommodating many birds and 
grass trees. Departing the bush, the walk meanders through 
Fairhaven and back across the Great Ocean Road. A short 
beach walk to fi nish with dramatic views approaching the 
lighthouse from the west. 

 WeDNeSDAY WAlk
TRENTHAM–DOMINO TRAIL–LYONVILLE SPRINGS

NOTE: Change of leader and change of departure point.
DaTE Wednesday 14 November 2012
STaNDaRD Easy/Medium
DISTaNCE 14 km
LEaDER Fay Dunn
TRaNSPORT Private
aREa Blackwood
MaP REF Melways x909 11E

Meet ready to go at 10:30 am at the Blackwood Hotel. This 
walk takes in old diggings, mineral springs and part of the 
Great Divide walking track. There are a couple of creek 
crossings that shouldn’t present any problems at this time 
of year, otherwise most of the walk is on well defi ned tracks. 
We skirt around the back of the Garden of St Erth and walk 
through to the mineral springs via Barry’s Reef then back to 
Blackwood. Let me know if you are coming.

A reminder that to view all available previews and any notifi cations of changes to walks,
just log on to the walks program and previews pages on the MBW website:

http://www.mbw.org.au/mbw_activities/MBW_activities_program.php 

CUT OFF TIME FOR SUNDaY BUS ONLINE BOOKINgS
4:00 PM ThURSDaY PRIOR TO ThE WaLK.

Bookings notifi ed to busbookings@mbw.org.au after the cut off time will not be processed and a credit will be 
issued.

Payment to the leader of the full bus fee and late fee of $5.00 will have to be made on the day if your 
booking has not been confi rmed prior to the walk.
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If you would like to join the trip, or just get more 
information, please telephone or email me, or see me in the 
club rooms on either of the preceding two Wednesdays.

 SUNDAY BUS
STRzELECKI RANGES RAIL TRAIL AND BREWERY
DaTE Sunday 9 December 2012
STaNDaRDS Easy and Easy/Medium
DISTaNCES 13 km and 17 km
LEaDERS Jan Colquhoun and arron Laki
TRaNSPORT Bus from Southbank Boulevard at 8:45 am
RETURN TIME 6:30 pm
aREa gippsland: Boolarra, Mirboo and Thorpdale
MaP REFERENCE Boolarra 8121-2-3, Mirboo 8121-3-2, 

Thorpdale 8121-3-1

This is a delightful walk through a variety of terrains; 
picturesque farmland, pine plantations, fern gullies and 
towering gum trees. The area is known for its variety of gum 
trees including the rare Strzelecki Gums (unique to the area), 
Mountain Ash, Manna Gums, Yertchuk, Peppermint and 
Mountain Grey Gums. At the time of previewing we were 
treated to a display of delicate wildflowers which I hope will 
hold out until early December. The Easy/Medium walk will 
start a few kilometres out of Bolarra and explore the area back 
into town before commencing the 13 km Rail Trail, whereas 
the Easier group will just focus on the Rail Trail. This is an 
ideal walk for beginners, or those who want to take it easy 
after a night out. The trail is a well formed, gently undulating 
track. Those of us who are more seasoned bushwalkers will 
know that there is nothing that quite ‘hits the spot’ on a sunny 
day as an ice cold beer at the end of a walk. Well, this walk 
delivers. We end at the Grand Ridge Brewery which has won 
more Australian and International awards than I could mention 
in this preview so check it out for yourself (www.grand-ridge.
com.au). It has a reputation for being Australia’s best boutique 
brewery. They offer taster platters of 6 beers (equivalent of two 
pots) for $10. We shared one. For teetotalers they also offer 
soft drinks, tea and coffee. In breaking with tradition, the bus 
will have a convenience stop on the way back to Melbourne. 

 WeDNeSDAY WAlk
WARRANDYTE STATE PARK
DaTE Wednesday 12 December, 2012
STaNDaRD Easy/Medium
DISTaNCE 12 km
ELEVaTION Minimal
LEaDERS Margaret Curry
TRaNSPORT Private
aREa Warrandyte
MaP REF Melways Maps 23 and 24
FIRE BaN DISTRICT CN
TEMPERaTURE REFERENCE SITE me

This is a circuit walk close to Melbourne with many points of 
interest. We wander through the bushland of Warrandyte State 
Park, have scenic views along the Yarra River, walk through 
historical areas viewing old mine workings and tunnels, before 
reaching Warrandyte township. We return to the cars following 
a meandering path beside the river. 

As this is our Christmas walk, please bring along some 
delicious goodies to share and maybe a chair. There should 
be ample time to enjoy our afternoon tea in a pleasant picnic 

a variety of vegetation types ranging from dry forest to fern 
gullies and sub-alpine heathland and snowgums up on the 
plateau. As much of the track is above 1000 m, be prepared 
for high-altitude weather conditions. On Sunday we have a 
leisurely walk up Mt Abrupt (6 km, 400 m ascent) and return to 
Melbourne in the early afternoon after lunch at the top.

Low clouds, Major Mitchell Plateau

 PAck cArrY
BUNGALOW SPUR – MT FEATHERTOP – BON ACCORD SPUR
DaTE 7–9 December 2012
STaNDaRD Medium
DISTaNCE 33 km
LEaDER Ian Mair
TRaNSPORT Private
aREa alpine National Park; Mt Feathertop
MaP REF Bogong Outdoor Leisure Map 1:50,000
FIRE BaN DISTRICT North East
TEMPERaTURE REFERENCE SITE Falls Creek

Mt Feathertop is an iconic destination for those who aspire 
to walk in the Victorian Alps. With its exposed peak and 
360 degree panoramas to the surrounding mountain ranges 
and valleys, it draws walkers from all directions. The chosen 
route, up Bungalow Spur and down the Bon Accord Spur, 
with a visit to Mt Feathertop before traversing the captivating 
Razorback which links the two spurs, might be considered to 
be the classic route. It is definitely one that should be included 
on the list of all who tramp the Victorian Alps.

Our circuit will start and finish in Harrietville. It will be 
necessary to travel up on Friday night so that we can get an 
early start on the 1200 m climb to Federation Hut, and then 
a further 200 m to the summit with day packs, to complete 
the day’s ascent. After dropping back down from the 
Mt Feathertop peak we will carry on a a short distance along 
the Razorback to our camp site for the Saturday night to keep 
the second day’s walk to a reasonable distance. On Sunday 
we will complete the Razorback traverse towards Mt Hotham 
before joining the Bon Accord Track for the 12 km descent 
back to Harrietville.

Although graded as medium, I will be aiming to move at 
a moderate pace to allow those with limited experience to 
savour this enjoyable challenge. In keeping with walking in the 
alpine zone it will be necessary to be prepared for any sudden 
change in the weather and full wet weather gear and warm 
layers should be carried.
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 SUNDAY BUS
NEW: PICNIC aT haNgINg ROCK
DaTE Sunday 16 December 2012
STaNDaRDS Easy and Easy/Medium
LEaDERS Michael Murray and Christina hughes
TRaNSPORT Bus from Southbank Boulevard at 8:45 am

For details of this walk, please contact the leaders.

 mOFS WAlk
INNER CIRCLE WALK
DaTE  Monday 17 December 2012
STaNDaRD Easy
DISTaNCE 9 km
LEaDER Peter green
TRaNSPORT Public 
aREa  Carlton
MaP REF  Melway Map 29E11

This is an easy walk along the Inner Circle Railway and Merri 
Creek tracks starting at Royal Park Station and fi nishing at 
The Convent in Abbottsford. This is not a loop walk so you 
must get to Royal Park (zoo) station by tram (No. 55) or by 
train (Upfi eld Line) by 10:30 am. Return home via Collingwood 
Station, Doncaster bus or Barkers Road tram (Nos 24/109). 
For more information on the Inner Circle go to ‘http://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inner_Circle_railway_line’.

 SUNDAY cAr POOl
SAN REMO–CAPE WOOLAMI
DaTE Sunday 23 December 2012
STaNDaRD Easy
DISTaNCE 13 km
ELEVaTION 112 metres
LEaDER halina Sarbinowski
TRaNSPORT Carpool – Leaving Southbank Blvd at 

8:45 am
aREa Philip Island
MaP REF Philip Island Special 1:25,000
FIRE BaN DISTRICT Central
TEMPERaTURE REFERENCE SITE Wonthaggi
TRaNSPORT COSTS (PER PERSON) $20.00

After leaving our cars at San Remo we make our way over 
the bridge to Philip Island to explore Cape Woolami with its 
spectacular pink granite cliffs, the views of Pulpit Rock and 
some of the best swimming and surfi ng beaches in Victoria.

Not only are we planning to enjoy the walk but we will have 
ample opportunity to enjoy a swim either at the pristine calm 
waters at the Old Quarry or the Woolamai Surf Beach (or both). 
The track over the cape will take us through the short-tailed 
shearwater (muttonbird) breeding grounds so care will need to 
be taken to stay on track to avoid the burrows. Although the 
highest point of the Cape is only 112 meters high it still offers 
spectacular views of the surrounding coastline.

In the tradition of car pool walks we’ll enjoy a coffee, a 
wine or the fi sh ’n’ chips that San Remo is renowned for 
before heading home to enjoy the holiday season. This is the 
last Sunday walk for the year. I hope that you will join me in a 
celebration of a great year of walking.

area where shelter, picnic table, some seating and toilets are 
available.

From the Warrandyte-Ringwood Road, turn off at the 
roundabout along Jumping Creek Road. Follow it for 1.2 km 
until you come to the entrance of Warrandyte State Park on 
your left. Turn into the park and follow the road to the parking 
area at the bottom of the hill – Melways Map 24:A11. Meet at 
10:15 am for a 10:30 am start. 

 PAck cArrY
WILSON’S PROM – 
FIVE MILE BEACH AND JOHNNY SOUEY COVE
DaTE 13-16 December 2012
STaNDaRD Easy/Medium
TRaNSPORT Private
LEaDER Richard hanson

For details of this walk, please contact the leader.

 cYclING
MALVERN – STUDLEY PARK CIRCUIT
DaTE Saturday 15 December 2012
STaNDaRD Easy/Medium
DISTaNCE 45 km approx.
ELEVaTION Only a few short hills
LEaDER Max Casley
TRaNSPORT Private. Circuit from Malvern railway 

station.
aREa Melbourne suburbs
MaP REF Melways maps nos.44, 45, 59, and 60

Boroondara TravelSmart map
FIRE BaN DISTRICT Central
TEMPERaTURE REFERENCE SITE Melbourne

This bicycle ride is a circuit through some suburbs of 
Melbourne, mainly on cycle tracks (Gardiner’s Creek and 
Capital City Trails) with only a few crossings of major roads.

Meet at 10 am, north side of Malvern Station (trains every 
10 minutes both directions). We start (and fi nish) at Malvern 
railway station, cycle through Hedgeley Dene Gardens, 
through a tunnel under Monash Freeway, along Gardiner’s 
Creek, and then go north via Hartwell to the Kew Billabong at 
the Yarra River. We then go west down the river and across to 
Merri Creek where the café area at North Melbourne Institute 
of TAFE looks a good place for lunch. Our route then follows 
Merri Creek to its junction with the Yarra at Dights Falls, then 
to Studley Park. We then follow the Yarra to Collingwood 
Childrens’ Farm and Heyington and go up Gardiner’s Creek to 
Glen Iris and back to Malvern station.

This should be a fairly easy ride, so if you have not been on 
a Club ride before, this might be the one to start on. However, 
bring a spare tyre tube in case of a puncture!

MBW_740_Nov12_web.indd   12 29/10/12   9:09 AM



Previews of walks and activities December 2012

Page  13  Issue 740 – November 2012

 BASe cAmP
MT HOWITT–BRYCES GORGE–MOROKA AREA
DaTE Wednesday 26 December 2012 – 

Wednesday 2 January 2013
STaNDaRDS Various
LEaDER Ian Langford
MaPS Tamboritha-Moroka (1:50 000), howitt-

Selwyn, 1:50 000, Licola-Wellington 
(1:50 000), VMTC Snowy Plains, Mt 
Kent and Lake Tali Karng, including the 
Crinoline, Snowy Bluff, Moroka gorge and 
part of the Wonnangatta-Moroka National 
Park (1:50 000)

gUIDE BOOK Van der Knijff, g. 2004. Bushwalks in the 
Victorian alps. Melbourne: Open Spaces 
Publishing.

TRaNSPORT Private. Cost 10 cents per kilometre, may 
be $70-80. 

A moving base camp in the Howitt and Wellington Area, 
including the Crinoline, Bryce’s Gorge, Mt Howitt and Moroka 
Gorge. 

26 December drive to the first base camp. Access is via 
Gippsland through Heyfield (205 km) and Licola (54 km) to a 
camp at Breakfast Creek (19 km). 

27 December ascent of the Crinoline, an out and back trip 
from the base camp. 

28 December, Wellington River Walk, out and back from 
Tarli Karng car park, which is 3 km from the base camp. 

29 December move base camp to a spot East of 
Mt Reynard, beside a track leading south into Shaw Creek, 
Grid Reference approximately 778611 Tamboritha-Moroka 
Map. Drive to Bryce’s Gorge car park for an easy circuit 
including Bryce’s Gorge and Guy’s Hut. 

30 December drive to Mt Howitt Carpark and climb 
Mt Howitt, an out and back walk, 15 km graded easy. 

31 December, a walk from the base camp.
1 January move base camp to Horseyard Flat and walk 

to Moroka Gorge, an out and back trip of 10 km starting at 
Horseyard Flat. 

2 January return to Melbourne. 
Bring 6 dinners, or 7 if you eat in camp on the first night, 

8 breakfasts and 6 lunches. We sometimes get snowstorms 
in the mountains at Christmas. It’s happened to me twice. 
So bring dress for above the tree line in all weathers. When 
booking please give name, suburb, telephone number, email 
address, name and telephone number of your emergency 
contact, medical conditions and say if you need a lift.

 PAck cArrY
GREY HILLS–MT BOGONG–ROPER’S HUT CIRCUIT
DaTE 29 December 2012 to 2 January 2013
STaNDaRD Medium
LEaDER Roger Wyett
TRaNSPORT Private

A preview of this walk will appear in December News.

 BASe cAmP
CHRISTMAS BASE CAMP AT CATHEDRAL RANGE
DaTE 23–27 December 2012
STaNDaRD Medium/difficult
DISTaNCE Varied
LEaDER Susan Maughan
TRaNSPORT Private
aREa Cathedral Range, Buxton
MaP REFERENCE Vicmap Cathedral Range
FIRE BaN DISTRICT North Central
TEMPERaTURE REFERENCE SITE: SC
TRaNSPORT COSTS (PER PERSON) 8c per km

I plan to set up camp at Cooks Mill on Sunday afternoon, 
23 December. There will be an option to have dinner in the pub 
at Buxton that night.

Monday 24th will be an easy walk along the river, starting 
late morning. Provide your own dinner for the barbecue that 
evening.

On Christmas Day (Tuesday) there will be a variety of walks 
to accommodate people’s ability, skill or energy levels. That 
evening will be bring-a-plate (so bring a table and chairs) 
followed by home grown (or groan) entertainment. I’ll brew up 
some gluhwein to keep us warm.

Boxing Day (Wednesday) there will be more walking 
options or lying-around-convivially options.

Thursday 27th is pack up and return to Melbourne.
Please book early: let me know which nights you want, if 

you are looking to car pool, and what you will contribute to the 
Christmas dinner table.

Left: You may visit Conglomerate Falls on Ian Langford’s 
post-Christmas base camp. Photo by Jopie Bodegraven.
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Bus transport meets at Southbank Boulevard, south side of the Arts Centre, before 8:45 am. Leader or deputy will be there rain, hail or shine!

December 2012
Sun 2 Upper Yarra Goldfields Car Med Kevin Hitchman

Thu 6 TOF: Balnarring to Shoreham Pvt Easy Alister Rowe

7-9 BC: Jimmy Creek, Major Mitchell Plateau Pvt M/H Judith Shaw

7-9 PC: Bungalow Spur–Feathertop–Bon Accord Spur Pvt Med Ian Mair

Sun 9 Strzelecki Ranges Rail Trail and Brewery Bus E & E/M Jan Colquhoun & arron Laki

Wed 12 Warrandyte State Park Pvt E/M Margaret Curry

13-16 PC: Wilson’s Prom – Five Mile Beach & Johnny Souey Cove Pvt E/M Richard Hanson

Sat 15 Cycling: Malvern–Studley Park Circuit Pvt E/M Max Casley

Sun 16 NEW: Picnic at hanging Rock Bus E & E/M Michael Murray & Christina hughes

Mon 17 MOF: Outer Circle Railway Trail Pvt Easy Peter Green

Sun 23 San Remo–Cape Woolami Car Easy Halina Sarbinowski

24-26 BC: Buxton Cathedral Range Pvt E/M Susan Maughan

26-1Jan BC: Mt Howitt–Bryces Gorge–Moroka Area Pvt E/M Ian Langford

29-2 Jan Jan PC: Grey Hills–Mt Bogong–Roper’s Hut Circuit Pvt Med Roger Wyett

Sun 30 MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR (No Walk)

 RENEWaL SLIP

Payment to the Treasurer, together with completed form by one of the following methods:
•	Cash or cheque on club night (cheques payable to Melbourne Bushwalkers Inc.)
•	Cheque and Renewal Slip posted to Treasurer, Melbourne Bushwalkers Inc, P.O. Box 1751, Melbourne 3001
•	EFT to the club account. (Account Name: Melbourne Bushwalkers, A/c No. 0058-46013, BSB: 013-006).  

Please ensure your full name and ‘SUBS’ appear on the transfer.
Fees: Single member:  $45 or $55* Concession: $34 or $44** (Proof required)
(Please circle your Couple/Family: $72 or $82* Concession: $50 or $60** (Proof required)
membership category) News Subscribers: $20
Notes:  * Additional $10 charged to members who receive their copies of ‘NEWS’ via postal mail
 ** Does not refer to holders of a Seniors Card

Name:  .....................................................................................................................................................................................................  Indicate below if 
you agree details 
can go on Club 
Membership list

Name:  .....................................................................................................................................................................................................

Fill in Address, Telephone number/s and Email address only if changed since last renewal:

Address:  .................................................................................................................................................................................................  YES/NO

Postcode:  .......................... Tel: H) ….....….........………….. W) ……..….....….....……..... Mobile: …..…....…........……….. YES/NO

Email:  ......................................................................................................................................................................................................  YES/NO
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