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ENviroNmENt NEws – By DEB shAND
Friends of Bogong work party 22–23 November 2015

Five Melbourne Bushwalkers joined with 10 other Friends of Bogong on a weekend of perfect weather on 
the Bogong High Plains near Falls Creek. Under the leadership of Ranger Rudi we worked on preparing 
three High Country huts – Wallace’s, Cope and Faithfull’s – for the coming fire season by clearing 
vegetation and grass around them. We also did some general maintenance and a clean up of the huts. 
Thanks to all involved for good work and great company.

People’s Climate march 27 November 2015
On the Friday evening before the Paris Climate Summit commenced, 10 Melbourne Bushwalkers (and 
one dog) swelled the ranks of people who had gathered to participate in the Melbourne People’s Climate 
March to send a signal to our politicians that we want action on measures to halt global warming. The 
Melbourne march was one of the first in a worldwide series of events over that weekend and was the 
largest gathering with an estimated 60 000 people attending. The recent Paris agreement gives hope that 
our leaders will now commit to renewable energy technologies rather than fossil fuels, although it is up to 
all of us to keep encouraging them along this path.

musings of a conservation volunteer
I have walked many tracks all around Victoria. 
I have often wondered who actually created these tracks, and kept them open.
Surely my stomping wasn’t enough to keep them there for the next person.
Since doing track maintenance I have learnt it is a complex balance between authorities, contractors and 
volunteers, and many tracks are disappearing through lack of resources.
I figure that if every bushwalker gave up just one day per year to clear, all those tracks and routes marked 
on old maps might still be there.
Few walkers put up their hands to volunteer, however, and so I also wonder what they are thinking when 
they enjoy their time on a track. J.B.
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mEmBEr oF

Members of the Melbourne Bushwalkers Inc meet 
on Wednesday evenings between 7:00 and 9:00 pm  
in the club rooms at:
royal historical society of victoria
362 william street
(Cnr william and A’Beckett streets)
melbourne
vic 3001

Visitors are always welcome!

General correspondence should be directed to:

The Secretary 
Melbourne Bushwalkers Inc 
PO Box 1751 
MELBOURNE  VIC  3001
www.melbournebushwalkers.org.au

The News of the Melbourne Bushwalkers Inc  
(The News) is published monthly, and is the official 
newsletter of Melbourne Bushwalkers Inc.

Editor: Merilyn Whimpey

Walk previews, walk reviews, articles, poems, news 
items, photographs of club events, reports of new 
gear, book/movie reviews, letters to the editor, 
advertisements, et cetera are always welcome. 
However, the Editor reserves the right to edit 
contributions where space, clarity or propriety 
dictate, and to maintain editorial consistency.  
Note: photographs should be sent as separate files 
which are capable of being edited.

Please send your contributions as unformatted 
text files by email to news@mbw.org.au

Closing date for receipt of material for The News 
is the 21st of the month. 

Advertisements should relate to bushwalking 
(e.g. gear, maps, trips, tours, health and fitness 
etc.). These may be published subject to space 
availability and Editor’s discretion. For current 
advertising rates contact the Editor at  
news@mbw.org.au.

Please note: 
Next committee meeting will take place on 

monday 1 February 2016

NEw mEmBErs
We welcome the following new members  

Bree Abell, Susannah Dax, Erin Geary,  
Michelle (Kathy) Hofilena, Gail Redman,  

Barbara Watson

Join the moFs and social walkers for a 
wALK AND CrUisE oN thE 

BLACKBIRD 
monday, 15 February

The MOFs (Monday Old Fogies) and Social 
walkers are combining in February for a walk 
and 2-hour cruise on the Maribyrnong River. 
(See page 11 for details of the walks.) 

If there aren’t enough walkers to fill the 
boat we will welcome non-walkers. There is 
a carpark in Saltwater Place (Melway 25 K9) 
which is near the ‘Blackbird’ jetty. Non-walkers 
ring Jean about availability of seats.

For sALE
One pair of LOWA hiking boots. 
German brand. 
GORE-TEX Lining
High Quality. 
Size Womans US 11. 
Purchased in USA in 
October 2015. 
Worn on two occasions 
only.
Sizing too small for the 
original owner.
Purchased for US $230 (approx. $314 AUD)
A hiking store in Melbourne (Vast) is importing 
them next year and will retail them for $429.

my price $285
Check out website for specifications – https://
www.lowaboots.com/womens/hiking/renegade-
gtx®-mid-ws?id=2907
I’m more than happy to negotiate a place to try 
them on before you buy.

CAROLINE BROWNE
caroline.browne73@me.com
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ExPrEssioN oF iNtErEst 
FALLs CrEEK ANNUAL wiLLow hUNt 

saturday 22 to sunday 24 January 2016
Greetings

This is an annual event where we search the high plains near Falls Creek for Sallow Willow, which is a 
weed in the Alpine area. Our efforts have contributed to the control of its spread in the area. 

30 volunteer places are available. We encourage new participants as well as participants from former 
years to respond. Places will be allocated in order of receipt. If there are in excess of 30 expressions of 
interest, we will create a ‘stand by’ list in case vacancies occur. 

Participants need to have a base level of fitness, be able to walk off track, be prepared to bend and cut 
Sallow Willow at ground level with secateurs and be prepared to use chemical applicators. 

what the organisers provide:
Accommodation at Alpha Lodge, Falls Creek on Friday and Saturday nights. 
Extra nights can be booked through the lodge manager if required at your expense.
Saturday night BBQ dinner.

Food and drinks:
You will need to supply all your dietary needs other than for the Saturday night BBQ, including liquid 
refreshments for both on the track and the evening/s. Please also bring some nibbles/treats to share in 
the evening/s.

Clothing:
Bring both warm-weather (it can get cool) and wet-weather gear, walking boots, sunscreen, a sun hat, a 
first-aid kit, any personal medicines, a pair of rubber washing up gloves (to protect your hands from the 
chemicals).

Possible extra day of activity:
Parks Victoria asks whether participants would be interested in working on Monday 25 January. (Tuesday 
26 January is the Australia Day public holiday.)

If there is sufficient interest in working on the Monday, an extra night (Sunday) of accommodation and 
an extra day of work will be included in the activity plan. 

Expressions of interest:
Please email your expression of interest in to Charlie Ablitt at conservation@bushwalkingvictoria.org.au
Please advise any special dietary requirements for the BBQ.
NB. Please indicate whether you are prepared to work on Monday 25 January.

more information:
Further details of the activity and associated arrangements will be provided after expressions of interest 
are received.

Regards

Charles Ablitt
Vice President BWV
Track & Conservation Coordinator BTAC
Mobile: 0400 967 054

Conservation
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Notices

PrEsiDENt’s CoLUmN – JANUAry 2016
The end of a year often brings with it a time for reflection and thoughts of what may 
be ahead. 2016 may well be recorded in history as the year the global community 
agreed to a legally binding effort to slow the impacts of climate change following 
the Paris Agreement; an outcome from the 2015 United Nations Climate Change 
Conference. The process of adaptation to change will impact us all, not least on 
our interest in bushwalking. I can only ponder what it may mean for the Melbourne 
Bushwalkers Club. We have been in existence for over 75 years. Will we exist for 
another 75 years and what will bushwalking be like? Continued global warming is 
and will have direct impacts on all outdoor recreation activities.

The weather, often a subject of small talk and the butt of humour (How hot is it? It’s so hot the trees 
are whistling for dogs! ) now seems to attract more serious commentary. Record temperatures and heat 
waves, heavy flooding rains and damaging winds throw into question whether these extreme events 
are simply a continuation of historic variability or a sign of a new climate trend. A Bushwalking Victoria 
submission in 2013 to the Senate Inquiry on Extreme Weather Events noted it has ‘serious concerns 
about the effects of climate change on bushwalking’. CSIRO and the Bureau of Meteorology predict the 
number of days over 35°C across the nation will increase significantly by the end of the century.

A 2012 CSIRO report of an investigation into the effects of climate change on biodiversity predicted 
that by 2030 a transformation of many natural environments will be well under way, and by 2070 [without 
corrective actions], they will be obvious ‘… an increasing “sameness” will characterise the landscape, 
as rainforest becomes dry forest, woodland becomes scrubland, and scrub bleeds into open grassland’. 
Some change is inevitable.

On a shorter time frame the Southern Australia Seasonal Bushfire Outlook 2015–16 published by the 
Bushfire and Natural Hazards CRC in October 2015 predicted for Victoria: ‘… significant rain would be 
required over the spring period to alter the outlook for an above normal fire potential for most of Victoria’. 
That did not happen, influenced by a strong El Niño and a record-warm Indian Ocean.

As a Club we have, and regularly review, policies and practices that guide our actions in the event of 
extreme weather (‘Fire Season, Total Fire Ban and Extreme Heat Policies’, November 2010, available for 
download from the website). Concerns about lack of water and bushfire risk even now impact on our 
choices of when and where to walk. We expect our leaders to be aware of and implement the policies 
in place to help ensure our continued enjoyment and well-being. It is our individual responsibility to be 
appropriately equipped and aware of forecast conditions and the implications for any personal health 
risks. Change will happen but with sensible forethought we can continue to enjoy our bushwalking with 
the Club for many years to come, and for Melbourne Bushwalkers perhaps even another 75.

Also making news this month:
• During 2015 Melbourne Bushwalkers advised Bushwalking Victoria of its willingness to organise 

the Federation Walks 2017 weekend. Past-President Margaret Curry is leading our involvement. 
A decision has been taken to hold the event at Warburton, and a venue selected. Expect to see 
much more about this as we go forward. With many roles to be filled for walk leaders and function 
teams, your support will be key to the event’s success.

• Our Activities Program for the start of this year lists several overnight trips jointly with other clubs. 
This is good to see. Joint activities enrich the options available to our membership, ensure the 
viability of more marginal trips and build bridges across the bushwalking community.

• We extend our thanks to past-member Shivanee Mansfield for a further generous donation of a 
selection of bushwalking books to be placed in the Club’s library. Our library of books is open 
to all members to borrow, either for trip planning or simply for the enjoyment of reading about 
bushwalking and travel.

Ian Mair
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social events

wednesday 24 February 
sLiDE Night – ADvENtUrEs AND FUN oN FLiNDErs isLAND

Fiona and Fay were two of the fortunate few who 
joined Doug Pocock on a trip to Flinders Island in 
October, 2015. There are a lot of walks on the 
island as well as birdwatching and swimming (for 
the hardy!). This is your chance to hear of the fun 
and adventures they experienced.

For a taste of what is in store, check out 
Mick Noonan’s photos (http://mbw.org.au/
zenphoto/2015/base-camp/2015100201_
Flinders_Island/) and Jan Llewelyn’s trip note 
(http://mbw.org.au/mbw_activities/MBW_
tripnote.php?tripid=2015100201).

Join us for an evening of social catch-up 
 and an unforgettable experience of your own.

Wine and cheese will also be available.     

wednesday 23 march 
ANNUAL gENErAL mEEtiNg

wednesday 27 April 
PAUL BoLstAD’s wiLDErNEss triPs
Paul Bolstad is a professor at the University of Minnesota, spending this year at the University of 
Melbourne working on the Melbourne water supply. He developed a love of the outdoors at a young age, 
and he’s hiked in 30 countries on five continents. 

Paul has the good fortune of living near the southern edge of the boreal forest, and near one of the 
highest concentration of natural lakes in the world. Northern Minnesota and southern Ontario contain the 
Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness (BWCA) and adjoining Quetico Provincial Park. Together they 
cover an area about the size of the Franklin-Gordon and Southwest National Parks in Tasmania, and offer 
weeks-long trips in roadless wilderness. More than 1800 lakes draw visitors the world over for canoeing, 
kayaking, and hiking in the wilderness.

Paul will describe trips to the BWCA/Quetico, sharing experiences gleaned from trips over 20 years. 
He’ll include geography, flora, fauna, equipment, hazards, and information for those interested in planning 
their own trip.

2016 Social Calendar

Photo taken on Flinders Island by Mick Noonan
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members’ contributions

CAmPiNg EqUiPmENt
A really good sleeping bag for back packing 
is a delight to own! It will keep you warm and 
comfortable at night yet be light and compact to 
carry. If treated with respect it will last for decades 
or command a high resale value should you need to 
sell. It is one item worth spending a lot of money on!

My favourite all round bag is the Western 
Mountaineering Versatile. It’s not stocked locally 
but can be ordered from Paddy Pallin. Unfortunately 
it will cost at least $840 (for the smallest size with club 
discount) and could take over six months to arrive. 

If you prefer a really cheap alternative without compromising too 
much on warmth you could consider this bag (http://www.aliexpress.
com/store/product/1000g-Filling-22C-2C-Ultra-light-down-outdoor-goose-
down-sleeping-bag-outdoor-adult-breathable-thickening/513910_1880997493.
html). It is 400 g heavier, significantly bulkier and not as refined as the Versatile but 
still practical for hiking and good for base camps and trips where theft could be a problem. 
If you are interested the Club has one available for its members to inspect or hire.

John Fritze

Do you trust your drinking water?
LifeStraw® transforms microbiologically contaminated water into safe, clean 

drinking water. Perfect for camping, hiking, travel and emergency use. 

$35.95

LifeStraw® 
Personal

$49.45

LifeStraw®  
Go Bottle

$161.95

LifeStraw® 
Home

$161.95

LifeStraw® 
Family 2.0

www.jadavey.com.au/lifestraw

*Does not filter dissolved matter or heavy metals such as salt, iron, calcium or arsenic from water

• Chemical-free
• Filter water from any fresh water source*
• Removes 99.9999% waterborne bacteria
• Removes 99.99% waterborne parasites 
• Removes chlorine & odours 
• Retains essential minerals e.g. fluoride
• Requires no power, batteries, plumbing
• Effective against waterborne diseases such as 

Escherichia coli (E.coli), Salmonella, Cryptosporidium 
parvum and Giardia lamblia

• Reduces turbidity (muddiness)
• Microfiltration membrane technology to filter down to 

0.2 microns

10% Off Prices:

Order 
online now &
get 10% OFF!

Plus FREE 
SHIPPING!

Order online now using 
promo code BUSHWALKERS

Offer vaild for month of 
November 2015



Page 7 Issue 778 – January 2016

Along the Track

BEgiNNErs’ PACK CArry – LErDErDErg rivEr, BLACKwooD 
5–6 December 2015

The weeks leading up to December Beginners’ Pack Carry were a flurry of activity and excitement. Of the 
12 participants booked for the trip, 6 were visitors and less than half of those going could claim to have 
been on an overnight hike before. There was equipment selection to discuss and hire from the Club’s 
broad range of styles, food and cooking queries to address and curiosity about the location, route and 
fitness expectations. Standard issues we all face when taking that first step to a new world of outdoor 
discovery and pleasure.

We are fortunate as a Club to have a number of experienced members who are happy to give guidance 
to those starting out. It wasn’t just fortuitous that John Fritze was presenting in the clubrooms his 
insightful evaluation of lightweight equipment options a week before the trip. His audience included most 
of the Beginners’ Pack Carry group eager to learn.

The selected route along the Lerderderg River between O’Briens Crossing and Blackwood was well 
suited to the aims and outcomes of the weekend. 
(a) The route was challenging enough to allow participants a chance to test their own capabilities, but it 

was not so demanding/long with the outcome that inexperienced participants would be turned away 
from future walks;

(b) The route offered a variety of walking conditions, but not too difficult for first time pack carry walkers;
(c) The trip allowed participants a chance to compare gear and food options without being overly 

prescriptive through suggested lists and comments;
(d) It had all of the ingredients for a fun weekend.

An added benefit of 
the Lerderderg location 
was the ease of access 
from Melbourne. A 
drive of just over one 
hour meant we could 
leave home on Saturday 
morning and still have 
plenty of time for the 
walk, a factor that was 
appreciated by several 
of the group and made 
their participation 
possible. A late check 
of the planned Saturday 
night camping spot 
at O’Briens Crossing, 
however, threw up an 
unexpected problem. 
Unseasonably low 
rainfall in November 
meant that the 

Lerderderg River was 
dry and there was no 

good drinking water available. Should we carry water in, do a time-consuming water drop, purify what 
was available in shrinking pools, abandon the walk or find another location? A Leader’s nightmare! A chat 
with the Ranger at the Blackwood Mineral Springs and Caravan Park saved the day. A secluded corner of 

(continued over the page)

Inspecting tents.
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Along the Track

the picnic area offered the desirable sense of being away from the crowds but with access to water and 
facilities. The walk was restructured to start at O’Briens Crossing.

And so it was an enthusiastic group that set off on Saturday morning for the approximately 12 km 
walk to camp. Saturday was designed to be relatively easy walking along the flat Byers Back Track before 
dropping down to the dry Lerderderg River bed for the last few kilometres. The weather forecast, though, 
promised a warm day and the easier walking was welcome in the heat. We arrived in camp mid-afternoon 
with plenty of time for some to wrestle with unfamiliar tents and cooking gear. Plenty of time too for an 
inspection and comparison of the seemingly endless diversity in tent features and options. Then, before 
dinner, some chose to soak up shared experience on the features, benefits and pitfalls of GPS navigation 
while some took the alternative option of getting soaked in a nearby swimming hole. 

Dinner times are always a time for comparisons. From meals straight from the packet to self-
dehydrated culinary delights there is always scope to learn something new. Sated with food and 
knowledge, an optional night walk mentioned in the preview was ceremoniously discarded. What is the 
point of camping near the Blackwood Pub and not checking it out? Saturday ended with everyone ready 
to retire to their castle for the night.

Birds have no respect for the weary! A dawn cacophony had us all up and about well before the 
scheduled departure. Sunday would be tougher walking. More hills, river bed rock hopping and off-
track scrub were thrown in to the mix. Unfazed we took it all as it came and enjoyed the experience. 
Confidence rising and a thirst for the next walk saw us back at the cars by mid-afternoon. A refreshing 
cool drink at the Greendale Hotel on the way home provided a relaxed chance to say farewell to new 
acquaintances and future walking companions. Yes, it had been fun.

Ian Mair

Testing the water depth at The Tunnel.

 BEgiNNErs’ PACK CArry (continued from page 7)
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Along the Track

two rivErs AND thrEE PEAKs 
the Crinoline 11-13 December

The Crinoline is one of Victoria’s classic peaks. It is not one of the highest, being only 1165 m above sea 
level but it is surrounded by a ring of stepped wedding cake cliffs that give it a unique appearance. Plus it 
is very prominent and gives superb views from its open approaches

The plan had been to do a classic Crinoline trip: start at Tamboritha Saddle, climb over Mt Tamboritha 
and then out along the ridge to Long Hill to camp. Then next day out to the Crinoline and steeply down 
to the Wellington River. Due to the drought and the possibility of no or not much water at the Long Hill 
campsite Mark wisely decided to do a different version of a Crinoline trip, one that Bob Oxlade had led 
some years back which involved climbing up to the ridge top south of the Crinoline, doing side trips to 
both the Crinoline itself and the lower Sugarloaf Peak, and then dropping down to the Macalister River on 
the other side of the ridge where we would have guaranteed good water and campsites. Then on Sunday 
we would go downriver a bit and then climb up a spur off track, over Brunis Knob for more views and 
back down to the Wellington River and the cars

Mark and his crew of 13 duly set off from Breakfast Creek on Saturday morning and we had a lovely 
weekend. There were no disasters and the weather was ideal. After a steep downhill down to the 
Macalister we found a lovely campsite and most of us had a refreshing wash in the river, with at least 
one person (Derrick of course) going right in. On Sunday after the uphill slog to Brunis Knob we had 
another extremely steep descent to the Wellington and for 3 of us at least, a refreshing swim in that 
delightful river. One of them was Derrick of course but leader Mark was also in like a flash and I finally 
couldn’t resist either. The others were obviously too 
desperate to get to the goodies stashed in the cars.

Thanks Mark for leading a great walk and giving 
us all an enjoyable weekend. The only downside 
was that my quads were so sore from the steep 
downhills that I could barely hobble out of the car 
for afternoon tea at Heyfield and it took 3 days for 
them to return to normal. I look forward to your next 
trip at Easter.

Jopie Bodegraven



Page 10 Issue 778 – January 2016

heathland, so come prepare for both. I personally will be 
swimming if the weather is right.

Dinner on Saturday night will be at one of the local hotels.
As I need to book the camp accommodation, can you 

please contact me asap if you are interested in coming down 
and joining me on this weekend.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any 
questions as I will be able to provide more information closer 
to the weekend.

 BAsE CAmP
DEAL ISLAND (TRIP 1)
DAtE 5–9 February 2016
stANDArDs various 
LEADEr graeme robinson

This trip is fully booked.

 sUNDAy BUs
MT DONNA BUANG – CEMENT CREEK
DAtE sunday 7 February 2016
rEtUrN timE 6:30 pm to City
stANDArDs Easy/medium and medium
DistANCEs 11 km and 14 km
ELEvAtioN some steep climbs and descents
LEADErs ian mair and halina sarbinowski
trANsPort Bus – Leaving southbank Blvd at 8:45 am
ArEA mt Donna Buang
mAP rEFErENCE Juliet south 1:25,000
FirE BAN DistriCt Central
tEmPErAtUrE rEFErENCE sitE yarra glen

Mt Donna Buang and its surrounds are perfect for a summer 
walk with the overhanging vegetation providing shade so 
often sought in summer. Both walks will visit Mt Donna Buang 
and Mt Boobyalla, with the Medium group also visiting Mt 
Victoria. We’ll have the opportunity to climb the lookout tower 
at Mt Donna Buang with its 360° views. The area is also 
renowned for the lyrebirds which nest in the area and hopefully 
we sight one on the day.

The highlight of the walk will be at the end when we visit the 
Rainforest Gallery. This beautiful site features a 40 metre long 

Previews of walks and activities February 2016

 toFs wALK
THE BRIARS – BALCOMBE CREEK
DAtE thursday 4 February 2016
stANDArD Easy
DistANCE 10 km approximately
ELEvAtioN A bit of a hill
LEADEr Bill metzenthen
trANsPort Private
ArEA mt martha
mAP rEFErENCE melway 144, 145, 151
FirE BAN DistriCt Central
tEmPErAtUrE rEFErENCE sitE melbourne

Meet at the car park at the corner of Watsons Road and 
Mirang Avenue (Melway 144 J12) by 10:30 am ready to leave 
one or two cars here and drive a short distance to The Briars 
park.

At The Briars we’ll do a woodland and wetland walk. We’ll 
also look at the visitors’ centre, the historic homestead, a 
vineyard, bird hides and all sorts of interesting things. We’re 
likely to see koalas and kangaroos, as well as many types of 
birds.

We’ll finish by following the Balcombe Creek Walkway 
back to the car/s left at Watson Road.

 BAsE CAmP
AIREY’S INLET
DAtE 5–7 February 2016
stANDArD Easy/Easy medium
DistANCE 12 km × 2
LEADEr Del Franks
trANsPort Private
ArEA Airey’s inlet and Anglesea heathland
mAP rEFErENCE otways & shipwreck Coast 1:50,000
FirE BAN DistriCt Central
tEmPErAtUrE rEFErENCE sitE geelong

The plan for this weekend is to stay at the Airey’s Inlet Holiday 
Park and centre our walks from there.

I have a few ideas about where we will be walking; 
however I will be adapting them according to the temperature 
on the days. The walks will include both the beach and the 

A reminder that to view all available previews and any notifications of changes to walks,
just log on to the walks program and previews pages on the MBW website:

http://www.mbw.org.au/mbw_activities/MBW_activities_program.php 

CUt oFF timE For sUNDAy BUs oNLiNE BooKiNgs 
4:00 Pm thUrsDAy Prior to thE wALK.

Bookings notified to busbookings@mbw.org.au after the cut off time will not be processed and a credit will be 
issued.

Payment to the leader of the full bus fee and late fee of $5.00 will have to be made on the day if your 
booking has not been confirmed prior to the walk.
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 sUNDAy CAr PooL
SILVER CREEK (KINGLAKE NATIONAL PARK)
DAtE sunday 14 February 2016
rEtUrN timE 5:30 pm, southbank
stANDArD Easy/medium
DistANCE 14 km
LEADEr stuart hanham
trANsPort Carpool – Leaving southbank Blvd at 8:45 am
ArEA North of Kinglake west, near hazeldene
mAP rEFErENCE vicmap 1:30,000 silvercreek 1 &  

rooftops mt. Disappointment – Kinglake 
ranges Forest Activities map (ed. 3)

FirE BAN DistriCt Central
tEmPErAtUrE rEFErENCE sitE yarra glen
trANsPort Costs (PEr PErsoN) $14

This walk is on the rarely visited eastern edge of the 
Mt. Disappointment Water Catchment area, and just west of 
the Whittlesea-Yea Road. Starting at the Silver Creek car park, 
we’ll follow a different route to a previous Club walk in the 
area. The track is quite undulating and goes through native 
and regrowth forest, open grassland, fire-blackened areas and 
tall tree ferns. 

There will be views of the King Parrot Creek Valley and 
surrounding hills. The attractive Cascades waterfall is the 
intended lunch spot, where a paddle is optional. There are 
several steep hills and descents on the route, but nothing too 
long. A good supply of water is essential. After the walk, we’ll 
drive a few kilometres north for drinks at the quaint Hazeldene 
General Store.

 moFs AND soCiAL ComBiNED
FOOTSCRAY PARKS AND RIVER CRUISE
DAtE monday 15 February 2016
stANDArD Easy
DistANCEs 6 km and 4 km 
ELEvAtioN Flat
LEADErs Jean giese and Alister rowe 
trANsPort train
ArEA Footscray–maribyrnong river
mAP rEF melway 42
FirE BAN DistriCt Central
tEmPErAtUrE rEFErENCE sitE melbourne

We hope you agree that it is time for another trip on the 
‘Blackbird’. Meet at 10:30 on the east side of Footscray 
Station (train from Flinders St. platform 10 at 10:11) for a 
choice of walks — 4 km led by Jean or 6 km led by Alister — 
in the local parks and beside the Maribyrnong River, before 
embarking on the ‘Blackbird’ at 12:30, for a two-hour cruise. 
Bring your own lunch and water.

The fare will be $15 if we have the full complement of 
30 passengers. It is essential to book with Jean by Monday 
8 February because we will welcome non-walkers if we 
haven’t enough walkers to fill the boat. There is a carpark in 
Saltwater Place (Melway 25 K9) which is near the ‘Blackbird’ 
jetty.

observation platform (one of only three of its type in Australia) 
which takes you into the rainforest canopy 15 metres above 
the ground. A 350 metre long elevated walkway takes you 
through the Rainforest Gallery where you will see magnificent 
65-metre tall old-growth mountain ash trees, ancient myrtle 
beech trees (many of which are 300 to 400 years old), ferns, 
mosses and other plants that make up this damp and diverse 
rainforest environment. There are several viewing spots along 
the walkway where you can pause and enjoy the sounds of 
Cement Creek flowing past on its journey to the Yarra River.

We hope that you will share this delightful walk with us.

 wEDNEsDAy wALK
POWELLTOWN, REIDS MILL AND SURROUNDS
DAtE wednesday 10 February 2016
stANDArD Easy/medium
DistANCE 15 km
totAL AsCENt 300 m
LEADEr ian mair
trANsPort Private
ArEA Powelltown, yarra state Forest
mAP rEFErENCE DsE yarra state Forest Notes
FirE BAN DistriCt west gippsland
tEmPErAtUrE rEFErENCE sitE Latrobe valley

‘The Bump’ marks the divide between the Little Yarra River 
valley flowing west and the LaTrobe River valley flowing east. 
It is also the site of a disused tunnel on the former timber 
tramline used to cart logs to the mills at Powelltown. It will 
mark the top of one of the two climbs we will do on our walk.

Starting at the High Lead carpark to the east, we will follow 
the gentle climb west along a recently rebuilt track leading to 
The Bump, as part of the ‘Walk into History’. From there we 
will start to descend the old tramline route to the outskirts 
of Powelltown. Passing through Powelltown, we will see the 
Hotel/General Store which will mark the end of our walk later 
in the day. It is also a place where those who do not want to 
continue on the next loop to Reids Mill can stop and wait in 
comfort. Those up to the challenge will continue on to the 
Reids Mill loop and ascend through thick forest to the top of 
our second climb, where we will find the remains of the old 
mill, before descending again back to Powelltown.

We will meet at the Hotel/General Store in Powelltown at 
10:30am before doing a short car shuffle to the High Lead 
carpark. Allow around 1.5 hours travel time from the City 
centre.

Please see me in the clubroom or telephone for more 
information, or to let me know if you will be joining this 
interesting walk..

 PACK CArry
OVERLAND TRACK (TASMANIA) – GROUP 1
DAtE 11–21 February 2016
stANDArD medium
LEADEr ian mair
trANsPort Private
ArEA Cradle mountain – Lake st Clair NP, tasmania

This trip is fully booked.
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 wEDNEsDAy wALK
TBA
DAtE wednesday 17 February 2016
stANDArD Easy/medium
LEADEr michael quinn
trANsPort Private

For details of this walk please contact the leader.

 PACK CArry
OVERLAND TRACK (TAS) – GROUP 2
DAtE 18–28 February 2016
LEADEr helen geddes
trANsPort Private
ArEA Cradle mountain – Lake st Clair NP, tasmania

This trip is probably fully booked, but contact Helen to find 
out.

 soCiAL wALK
Now joining MOFs on 15 February. See page 11.

 sUNDAy BUs
YEA SPUR
DAtE sunday 21 February 2016
stANDArDs Easy and Easy/medium
DistANCEs Easy 14 km; Easy/medium 18 km
ELEvAtioN Approx. 300 m
LEADErs Brett Daniel and Christina hughes
trANsPort Bus – Leaving southbank Blvd at 8:45 am
FirE BAN DistriCt North Central
tEmPErAtUrE rEFErENCE sitE seymour

The walk along Yea Spur south west of Yea has great views of 
the Goulburn river valley and nearby ranges, especially at the 
lunch break. This undulating walk has a 300 m climb to the 
top of the spur. Some of the walk is on private land. The ridge 
is exposed so walkers need to be prepared for all weather 
conditions. 

 sUNDAy CAr PooL
TANGLEFOOT – MYRTLE CREEK TRACKS (TOOLANGI)
DAtE sunday 28 February 2016
stANDArD Easy/medium
LEADEr Nik Dow
trANsPort Carpool – Leaving southbank Blvd at 8:45 am
ArEA toolangi
FirE BAN DistriCt Central
tEmPErAtUrE rEFErENCE sitE yarra glen

For details of this walk please contact the leader.

ExPrEssioNs oF iNtErEst

 PACK CArry
TONGARIRO NORTHERN CIRCUIT, NEW ZEALAND 
DAtE 12-19 mar 2016

This is a 4 day Medium pack carry, staying in Great 
Walk Huts, through active volcanic areas of the North 
Island, over 43 km (plus side trips). It is an Alpine walk 
fluctuating from 1120m to 1886 m (2287 m on a side 
trip). Four days of travel are also required, flying into 
Wellington, then train to the walk, train after the walk 
to Auckland. Experienced and equipped walkers only, 
contact Roger Wyett at rwyett1@gmail.com

View of Te Maari steaming vents 
from the track past the Blue Lake

Tongariro craters

Ngauruhoe from Oturere valley

this is an active volcanic area, and eruptions are 
possible at any time without warning.
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ExPrEssioNs oF iNtErEst

 PACK CArry
SOUTH COAST TRACK, TASMANIA, MARCH 2016 

This is a joint activity with Ballarat Bushwalking.
LEADEr Carolyn Barrie (Ballarat Bushwalking) – 

cbarrie7@bigpond.com
mBw CoNtACt susan mcinnes 

susanmcinnes@bigpond.com 

The South Coast Track is a bushwalking track located in 
the South Coast region of Tasmania. The 85-kilometre track 
traverses remote wilderness within the Southwest National 
Park, part of the Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage 
Site, and is managed as a wilderness walk. This is a walk 
for experienced bushwalkers. 

The plan is to fly from Hobart into Melaleuca Saturday 
12 March then take 8–9 days to walk around to Cockle 
Creek and bus back to Hobart. A couple of people have 
expressed interest already so the trip is looking good.

The track follows the wild southern coastline of 
Tasmania. It crosses two mountain ranges to avoid 
sections of impassable coastline and also crosses long 
sections of open plains behind the coastline. It only follows 
the coast itself where there are beaches.

Numbers for this trip are limited and early reservation 
of the small aircraft to Melaleuca is required. Early action 
is recommended if you are interested. To book or for 
more information please contact Carolyn Barrie (Ballarat 
Bushwalking) or Susan McInnes (Melbourne Bushwalkers).

 PACK CArry
MT VICTORIA TO LEURA VIA BLUE GUM FOREST (NSW) 
DAtE 25–29 march 2016 (Easter holiday) 
stANDArD medium
DistANCE 36 km plus extra side trips
LEADEr Agajan Akbari
trANsPort Private
ArEA Blue mountains Nsw
mAP rEF: Katoomba 8930-1s & mount wilson 8930-1N 

The walk from Mt Victoria to Leura via Blue Gum Forest 
is one of the classic walks in the northern part of the Blue 

Mountains. Great variety of scenery, terrain, vegetation, 
rock formations and wildlife makes the Blue Mountains a 
magnet for all seasoned hikers. 

The highlights of this walk include the majestic 
cascades on Victoria Creek, Victoria Falls, the Blue Gum 
Forest, the great camp site at Acacia Flat, side trip to 
Docker Head via Du Faur Buttress (a bit challenging), the 
great view from Perrys Look Down and Evans Lookout, the 
panoramas from the top of and near Lockley Pylon and the 
eroded sandstone Pinnacles.

This walk requires 5 days in total: 2 days travelling and 
3 days hiking (25 to 29 March). General plan is to depart 
Melbourne (choose any airline you like) on 25 March 
morning to Sydney then catch train to Katoomba on same 
day, stay overnight in Katoomba (details later), do the 
walk and back to Katoomba on 28 March. Next morning 
(29 March) do some small walks around Katoomba then 
catch the train at noon to Sydney airport for early evening 
flight back home.

Participants are required to have some pack carrying 
experience and fitness, be well equipped with gear for 
all types of weather and carry their own personal first 
aid kit. This walk is a great adventure and therefore is 
recommended. If you are interested in the walk or would 
like more information please contact me via email.

 BAsE CAmP 
TIDAL RIVER, WILSON’S PROMONTORY NATIONAL PARK

DAtE 3, 4 and 5 June 2016 
LEADEr Jill Allen

I have booked a 12-bed lodge at Tidal River. Blankets and 
pillows are supplied; however guests provide their own 
linen and towels. Features include: Central living/dining 
area, fully equipped kitchen with microwave, bathrooms, 
gas heating and barbecue.

The cost will be $61.10 per person for the two nights’ 
accommodation, which will payable on booking.

We will cover some of the great local walks around Tidal 
River, like Mt Bishop, Mt Oberon, Tidal Overlook, Lilly Pilly 
Gully and perhaps some of the northern walks as well, like 
Darby Saddle to Tongue Point. 

To book or for more information please contact Jill 
Allen.
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Bus transport meets at Southbank Boulevard, south side of the Arts Centre, before 8:45 am. Leader or deputy will be there rain, hail or shine!

February 2016
Thu 4 TOF: The Briars – Balcombe Crk Pvt Easy CN:me Bill Metzenthen

5-7 BC : Airey’s Inlet Pvt Easy CN:ge Del Franks

5-9 BC : Deal Island (Trip 1) Pvt var Graeme Robinson

Sun 7 DAY: Mt Donna Buang – Cement Creek Bus E&E/M CN:yg Ian Mair and Halina Sarbinowski

Wed 10 DAY: Powelltown, Reids Mill & surrounds Pvt E/M WG:lv Ian Mair

11-21 PC : Overland Track (Tasmania) – Group 1 Pvt Med Ian Mair

Sun 14 DAY: Silver Creek (Kinglake) Car E/M CN:yg Stuart Hanham

Mon 15 MOF: Footscray parks and river cruise Pvt Easy CN:me Jean Giese and Alister Rowe

Wed 17 DAY: TBA Pvt E/M Michael Quinn

18-28 PC : Overland Track (Tas) – Group 2 Pvt Med Helen Geddes

Thu 18 SOC: Social walk now joining MOFs on 15/2 Pvt Easy CN:me Jean Giese

Sun 21 DAY: Yea Spur Bus E/M&M NC:se Brett Daniel & Christina Hughes

Sun 28 DAY: Tanglefoot – Myrtle Creek Trks (Toolangi) Car E/M CN:yg Nik Dow




