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WE ARE a MEMBER OF

Members of the Melbourne Bushwalkers Inc meet on 
Wednesday evenings between 7:00 and 9:00 pm in the 
club rooms at:

Mission to Seafarers Victoria
717 Flinders Street
Docklands
(Melway map 2E 8J)

Visitors are always welcome!

General correspondence should be directed to:

The Secretary
Melbourne Bushwalkers Inc
PO Box 1751
MELBOURNE VIC 3001
www.melbournebushwalkers.org.au

The News of the Melbourne Bushwalkers Inc 
(The News) is published monthly, and is the offi  cial 
newsletter of Melbourne Bushwalkers Inc.

Editor: Wen Qi

Walk previews, walk reviews, articles, poems, news items, 
photographs of Club events, reports of new gear, book/
movie reviews, letters to the editor, advertisements, 
et cetera are always welcome. However, the Editor 
reserves the right to edit contributions where space, 
clarity or propriety dictate, and to maintain editorial 
consistency. 

Note: photographs should be sent as separate high 
resolution fi les which are capable of being edited.

Please send your contributions as unformatted text 
fi les by email to news@mbw.org.au

Closing date for receipt of material for The News is the 
21st of the month.

Advertisements should relate to bushwalking (e.g. gear, 
maps, trips, tours, health and fi tness etc.). These may 
be published subject to space availability and Editor’s 
discretion. 

For current advertising rates contact the Editor at 
news@mbw.org.au.

Next committee meeting will take place on
Monday 3rd February.

Notes from Anitha:

The hiking poles are in new 
condition and have never been 
used as they proved to be too large 
for my height. 

The asking price is $240, which is 
less than the MRP that I bought it 
at. 

HIKING POLES for sale:
new Leki Micro Vario Carbon Strong

For any queries regarding the 
product, please contact Anitha at: 
otheranitha@yahoo.com
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February 2020President’s Column

First up I hope you are safe and well and extend my well 
wishes if you or your loved ones have been aff ected by 
the bushfi res. And in some way, all of us are aff ected, 
directly or indirectly. 
 
Over the past weeks, from the beaches of Mallacoota to 
the smoke-streets of Melbourne and Sunday/ multi-day 
hikes being cancelled and/or altered due to bushfi res, 
Australians are reckoning with a terrifying truth: that 
the impacts of climate change are here now. The fi res 
are still burning, but as the national focus shifts to the 
recovery eff ort, we have to work together now – across 
all levels of government, industry and society – to 
transform Australia’s climate change response.
 
As we have entered 2020, allow me to share with you 
some refl ections about my fears and hopes for an 
important decade. I fear that we are running out of 
time: At the start line for the Decade of Action, the 
world is falling badly behind in the race to avert the 
climate crisis. 2019 was the hottest year on record, 

concluding the hottest decade on record. And the 
trend is set to continue. We are all impacted by climate 
change. Heatwaves, wildfi res, storms, droughts, fl oods 
and rising sea levels are threatening the livelihoods 
and safety of billions of people around the world. But 
I have great hopes for a year of unity: 2020 marks the 
beginning of the “Decade of Action on Climate Change”. 
A decade of opportunity also for us members of the 
Melbourne Bushwalking Club to play a role.
 
I invite you to join me and the committee at the AGM 
on Wednesday 25th March to fi nd out more about our 
plans to embrace climate action and how you can play 
a role.
 
2020 is also the year where our club turns 80 years 
young. To mark this important milestone, we like you 
to keep Sunday 3 May free for a day of walking and 
celebration. More information to come but for now 
check out the walk “Ferntree Gully-Mt Morton” led by 
Doug Pocock in this issue. 
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how to remove a tick

Did you know freezing tics in their place is the best method for removing the blood-sucking insects? 

ABC Catalyst recently set the record straight on the best way to both treat and avoid tics. 

Read here: https://www.abc.net.au/news/science/2020-01-01/what-do-you-do-when-you-have-a-tick/11789538

Noticeboard / Social 

Caroline Gonzalez

After years of being awed by 
the tales of fellow walkers following 
their exploits in the Alps of soutern 
Germany, Austria and, more often, 
the Dolomites of northern Italy, it  
was time to conquer apprehension 
and make it happen. The fi nal 
push to get it moving was a chance 
discussion with Rob Bonnici on a 
club Sunday walk. Rob had recently 
completed a walk from Munich 
to Venice that sounded fantastic. 
Even the name inspired - the 
“Dream Path (Traumpfad)”. The 
ball started rolling. Jenny Andrewes 
who also spoke with Rob was keen 
to take it on. Time passed, dates 
came and went as we planned and 
procrastinated. 

In the end two groups of two 
(Jenny Andrewes & Deb Shand 
followed by Ian Mair & Halina 
Sarbinowski 3 weeks later) set off  
mid-2019 on the adventure with 
more blind determination than real 
appreciation of what was involved.

It was challenging and uplifting. 
After all ,a walk of 550km across the 

alps of Europe in around 30 days 
walking with around 26km of total 
ascent is not a walk in the park.

Join Halina,  Jenny and Deb as Ian 
(with unplanned interjections and 
embellishments from the fl oor) 

wine & cheese: 
walking from munich to venice across the alps
Wednesday 26 February, 8 - 9 pm, club room at 717 Flinders Street

enthralls you with stunning views 
and nerve-testing images that 
hopefully will inspire you to give it a 
go. “If we can do it you can too!” It is 
an unforgettable journey for long-
distance hikers that can be done in 
total or in stages.
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Noticeboard 

It is very encouraging to have had a wonderful 
response to our whole day training which we ran at the 
Seafarers on Sat 18th January. Our nine participants 
Stacy, Carmen, David, Pei, Kellie, Glenys, Alan, Bert & 
John who have now accumulated valuable knowledge 
about leading walks for MBW. Some of the participants 
have already lead walks and were keen to refresh and 
understand the aspects of becoming an eff ective walk 
leader. While the others were very keen to step up and 
undertake the next phase and become more active in 
other roles within our MBW club.
 
Remember our club is successful because we have 
committed leaders who off er their time and services to 
maintain the breadth of activities in the outdoors. Our 
training is based on the BUSHWALKING VIC. Training 
and has been adapted to the needs of our club, so it 
has been trialled and tested and envied by other clubs. 
I have had regular inquiries from other walkers who 
recognise the value of such training. 

Each participate contributed to a fruitful day last 
Saturday and collectively were keen to undertake a 
hands on training leader day. Our club is committed 
to off ering as much support as possible to ensure our 
walking program is safe, satisfying and successful and 
always has potential leaders who will give back to the 
club they gain so much from. 

leader training day
Angela Vetsica (training offi  cer)

Ian and Mick presented the training material, 
complementing it with their wealth of successes and 
failures which we really appreciated.

Further training days will be off ered later in the year. 
However, if you are interested in our training and I 
have enough interest I can organise them before, so 
let me know! 

Further planned training opportunities at this stage 
include:

NAVIGATION TRAINING 
Roger Wyett, Sat 13th June full day
Werribee Gorge

GPS TRAINING: 
Ian Mair, Sat 25th July 10am-4pm

CRITICAL INCIDENT 
Mick Noonan, Wednesday night November (TBC)

FIRST AID TRAINING 
Later in the year
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Along The Track

mt buller circuit
Trip Leader: Agajan Akbari, Trip Report: David Cash, Photos: Celesta Fong & Agajan Akbari

Traversing some of Victoria’s most rugged and scenic 
alpine country. The plan was to meet on Saturday 
morning at Mount Buller, our departure point. We 
would spend the next 7 days walking in a circuit taking 
in The Bluff , Mount Magdala, Mount Howitt, the Cross 
Cut Saw, Mount Koonika and the huts around Mount 
Stirling.

Six walkers met at 9:00 am for coff ee at Mount Buller 
village before our departure. The temperature was mild 
with some smoke haze which locals assured us was 
from the New South Wales fi res. We duly walked up 
towards the Mount Buller summit and found the head 
of the 4 Mile Spur track leading down to the Howqua 
River. The track was quite rocky in places and this 
required some care in negotiation. A steep decent and 
river crossing was followed by a pleasant lunch spot on 
the veranda of Gardiners Hut. It was here we realised 
the temperature had increased considerably. The 
afternoon’s walk involved about 10 river crossing which 
were quite refreshing in the heat of the afternoon. Our 
arrival at 8 Mile Flat campsite was welcomed after a 20 
km walk. Although there were a many other campers 
it was quite peaceful for an early night after a longish 
walk in the heat.

The second day’s walk involved climbing up The Bluff  via 
the 8 Mile Spur track and having lunch at Refrigerator 
Gap before a fi nal ascent up The Bluff . By lunch, the 
temperature was well into the high 20s or low 30s. 
Climbing and rock scrambling up the north face of 
The Bluff  in dappled shade and sometimes full sun 
proved exhausting. Once at the summit we admired 
the views as we rested in the shade of a snow gum. 
I was running low on water and pretty keen to get to 

This was a walk I had been looking 
forward to since October.

Bluff  Hut. Thankfully there was plenty of water in the 
tank at the hut. 

After a pleasant evening cooking in the hut and an early 
night, we set off  at 8:00 am bound for Mount Magdala. 
The morning walk was mainly on the ridge top via 
Lovick’s Hut along a jeep track. There were plenty of 
ups and downs but great views and a pleasant morning 
tea at Lovick’s Hut. The temperature at this point made 
the afternoons walk quite taxing and we were looking 
forward to water at our campsite just beyond Mount 
Magdala and Hells Window. The views and ruggedness 
of the terrain meant Hells Window was aptly named. 
Alas there was no running water at our campsite but 
after a lengthy search along the creek off  the southern 
side of the ridge we found some puddles of still water 
we were able to fi lter. Being a total fi re ban we were 
unable to cook, so dinner consisted of dried biscuits 
and spreads. Another early night was had with a plan 
to start walking at 7:30 am given the heat.

Today our plan was to walk to Mount Speculation via 
Mount Howitt and the Crosscut Saw. Given our water 
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Along The Track

situation, 2 of us were dispatched down to Macalister 
Springs to collect water for the group. Two of our party 
- Ian and Di - decided to leave our group for a lift from 
Mount Howitt car park down to Licola. The walk along 
the Cross Cut Saw is most speculator with views to many 
of the major alpine peaks in Victoria from its narrow, 
rocky ridgeline. Today did not disappoint. Lunch at 
the aptly named Mount Buggery was a welcome break 
from the heat with a short hail storm and cool breeze. 
The relief did not last long with loud claps of thunder 
and a column of smoke noticed in the Howqua Valley 
near The Bluff  where we had walked 2 days earlier. This 
fi re popped on the Vic Emergency app. More thunder 
on our ascent of Mount Speculation meant that there 
would be lighting as well. My alarm was confi rmed 
by a yell from the party ahead confi rming there was 
a column of smoke rising over the next ridge from 
Mount Speculation towards Mount Cobbler. Once on 
the summit we joined a couple from South Australia 
and a young women who had just called the CFA to 
report the fi re. She was about to head back to her car 
at Mount Howitt car park.

Our group of 6 including the couple from South 
Australia discussed our situation which was looking 
serious. There were other columns of smoke further 
away towards Mount Hotham. It was decided we 
would call 000 and ask for the police. Thankfully on the 
summit of the mountain we had good reception.

I informed the police of our location and proximity to 
the fi re. They took my details and those of another 
party member and told us to stand by for a call back 
within half an hour. By now we could hear helicopters 
presumably brought in to assess the fi re and direct 
ground crews. After a few call backs from the police 
and giving them our GPS coordinates they decided to 
send in a helicopter to evacuate the party. It was quite 
surreal seeing a police helicopter hovering over the 
mountain about to touch down on the summit.

On touch down, the policeman ran up and met us away 
from the noise of the machine and told us what our 
options were. He explained the fi re was unpredictable 
and would begin to spot ahead of itself. On that basis 
we decide to evacuate immediately minus our packs if 
necessary. As luck would have it we were able to take 
our packs if we went 2 people per trip. Given the short 
distance by air to Mount Buller we decided to do this.

 Three trips and a short time later we were all standing 
in the Horse Hair carpark at Mount Buller. We were 
all very grateful to Victoria Police and I shook hands 
with the offi  cer and thanked him profusely. A sense of 
great relief came over me and the rest of the group. As 
Agajan said, we live in a great country. 

Down at the Delatite Hotel in Mansfi eld we all sat down 
to a beautiful counter meal and the food was delicious 
after the stress and adventure of the afternoon.

Thanks to Agajan for his leadership and decision making, 
Adrian for his communication with the emergency 
services, Celeste, Ian, Di, Marnie and Graham for their 
support and great company throughout the walk and 
afternoon ordeal.
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It was the week before Christmas and sanity was under 
threat. Preparations for the holiday had the nation 
in a sweat. Now was the time to escape to the bush, 
the time to avoid the maddening push. Charged with 
excitement and a spirit of elation, nine hardy walkers 
made their way to Upper Ferntree Gully station.

So began the epic walk from Upper Ferntree Gully 
station to Lilydale station. So too began the big con! 
Initially listed as a Medium/Hard walk covering 27km 
with a total ascent of 600m, a late amendment adjusted 
the distance to 28km after a rough check of the route 
on a digital map. This did not phase the assembled 
walkers who were keen to get on their way. Alas, while 
the revised distance was a bit more accurate than the 
original thumb and string estimate on a paper map, 
it was still a bit off . By the end of the day we would 
have covered 35km with 1400m total ascent, well 
deserving of the grading of Medium/Hard! There were 
no grumbles from the seasoned participants.

Walking from Upper Ferntree Gully station to Lilydale 
station is a tour de force of the Dandenong Ranges 
National Park walking tracks. Almost before the legs 
have had a chance to get into their stride the route 
thrusts you into the heart-pounding Kokoda Track 
Memorial Walk (1000 Steps) teaming with fi tness 
enthusiasts and “wanna-be” weight watchers. No time 
to pause on the ascent though. We had a long way to 
go. Like a steam train in motion we ground our way 
relentlessly to the top. The relief was evident when the 
leader called a brief stop at One Tree Hill. 

Breathing more easily it was time to enjoy the bush 
as we moved on to places less often frequented. For 
the next 4.5km it was all downhill along tracks fl anked 
by slopes covered with majestic trees, across gullies 
boasting lush green tree fern canopies, and relative 
peace and silence. After our “late” start at around 
10:30am it was now approaching 12:30pm and we 
were only 7.5km into the walk (remember, it was going 
to be 28km!). Too early to stop for lunch despite the 
growling of stomachs starting to disturb the peace. 
With universal accord we elected to tackle the next 
hill before lunch. An hour later and a further 200m of 
ascent behind us even the hardiest of our crew were 
ready for lunch. With some of the group having pre-
arranged to return to Upper Ferntree Gully where 
they had left their transport the 11km we had so far 
covered was a good time to stop, just before crossing 
Dandenong Creek.

Now down to a group of six walkers it was time to tackle

the making of an MBW legend
Report & photo by Ian Mair

Upper Ferntree Gully to Lilydale, Sunday 22nd December

the next big climb up the zig-zag Channel 10 Track to 
where we would relish the views across the suburbs 
of Melbourne, with the City skyline in the distance. 
Sadly, it was an ominous foretaste of days to come with 
the smoke of NSW bushfi res blanketing the State. We 
moved on, contouring around Mt Dandenong, rising 
and falling at the will of the track, until we reached 
our next goal of getting to the Skyhigh Café. This was 
the highest point of the walk and the place for a well-
earned refreshment break. 16.5km down less than 
12km to go!

Refreshed and still fi lled with enthusiasm we looked 
forward to the predominantly downhill run to Lilydale 
Station. In quick succession we passed through Musk 
Park Reserve, Mt Dandenong Arboretum, Mechanics 
Reserve, crossed and then followed Olinda Creek 
and fi nally on to the Lilydale-Warburton Rail Trail that 
would lead us to our fi nal destination. The surrounding 
bush and natural diversity of the route maintained our 
interest. Along the way we passed through the 28km 
mark and Lilydale still seemed a long way away. The 
clock too was ticking off  the minutes. 6:30pm found 
us only at the historic Mt Evelyn Station. Weariness 
was creeping into the legs but the determination and 
resolve to fi nish never wavered.

Lilydale at last! 35km walked with over 1400m of total 
ascent. We all felt good, but there was no time to stop 
and savour the moment. The 7:50pm train was already 
in the station and preparing to depart. Thank you to my 
fellow starters: Jopie, jenny, Halina, Agajan, Cameron, 
Bert, Ralph and Alan. Thank you too to Mark who 
developed the route. Would I do it again? Absolutely! 
But an earlier start time would be a good idea.
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February 2020Previews of Walks and Activities

 SUNDAY CARPOOL - 
BARWON RIVER & BUCKLEY FALLS, GEELONG
DATE Sunday 1 March 
STANDARDS Easy/Medium
DISTANCES 18 km
LEADERS Stuart Hanham
TRANSPORT Carpool – leaving cnr A’Beckett and 

William Streets at 8:45 am
TRANSPORT COST $13 per person
MAP REFERENCE Melway maps 450 & 451
FIRE BAN DISTRICT Central
TEMPERATURE REFERENCE SITE Geelong

This little-known area off ers a surprising range of attractions. 
Since our previous trip in 2017, the walk has been changed 
to include more bushland and some more challenging hills. 
Starting at the peaceful Balyang Sanctuary in Newtown, the 
route will head upstream along the Barwon River, taking in a 
couple of boardwalks, before crossing to the west bank. Soon, 
the group will climb to some great lookout points above the 
river gorge, to see the Buckley Falls, and the historic 1870s 
Barwon Paper Mill. Hopefully the mill waterfall will be fl owing, 
too. We’ll descend to the main falls, then follow a lovely bush 
track beside the river, which gives views of the impressive 
stone weir and water race that supplied the mill.

Looping back inland, the route then climbs steeply, before 
descending on a tall wooden staircase to river level, where 
we may get a close view of the mill waterfall. After re-crossing 
the river, the group will take another beautiful bush track 
and then climb a very steep, but low volcanic hill, which gives 
great views of the area, before exploring a former, steeply 
terraced garden between the mill and the river, which also 
off ers big views. Continuing on the river trail, we’ll climb to 
a panoramic lookout point over the valley, then see the mill 
weir and the quarry that was used to build the mill and its 
waterworks. Further along, the route loops through bushland 
and eventually crosses the Fyansford Common. Soon, we will 
climb a steep bush track to another high point, with more 
impressive views of the river gorge. This is followed by a 
steep descent on a loose track, to a riverside wetland.

The return journey will be on the other side of the river, which 
includes a section of pine forest. Just before the cars, the 
group will explore the birdlife around the lake at the Balyang 
Sanctuary. Drinks will be at the very interesting Paper Mill. 
This walk has plenty of variety in terrain, vegetation and 
scenery and has many photo opportunities. For the steep 
hills, grippy footwear is recommended and a hiking stick 
would be useful.

To view all available previews and any notifi cations of changes to walks,
please log on to the walks program and previews pages on the MBW website:
http://www.mbw.org.au/mbw_activities/MBW_activities_program.php 

CUT OFF TIME FOR SUNDAY BUS ONLINE BOOKINGS:
4:00 PM THURSDAY PRIOR TO THE WALK
Bookings notifi ed to busbookings@mbw.org.au after cut-off  time will not be processed and a credit will be issued.
Payment to the leader of the full bus fee and late fee of $5.00 will have to be made on the day if your booking has 
not been confi rmed prior to the walk.

The current departure point for Sunday walks noted on 
the walks program and in previews is at the bus stop 
on the northern corner of A’ Beckett Street and William 
Street opposite the Royal Historial Society building.

DEPARTURE POINT FOR SUNDAY WALKS

Dudley Street
Peel Street

Flagsta  
Gardens 

W
illiam

 Street

A’Beckett Street
Departure
Point 

La Trobe Street

King Street

Q
ueen Street

Flagsta   Station is open on weekends

Sunday car parking around Flagsta   Gardens:
Dudley St & King St - all day on both sides.
La Trobe St - all day on north side,
William St - 2 hour limit (OK for carpools)
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The walk will start and fi nish at the Port Melbourne Tram 
Terminus near Station Pier. Toilets are located in the old 
station building.

We will walk along the foreshore past Beacon Cove and Garden 
City to the Webb Point Observation Platform. Morning Tea 
will be at Sandridge Beach. We will proceed along Todd Road 
to Westgate Park for lunch. After lunch we will walk around 
the Westgate Park lakes and under the Westgate Bridge to 
the Lower Yarra River. We will pass the Westgate Punt and 
marinas on the Yarra River before returning via Westgate 
Park and along Todd Road to Station Pier.

We can visit a Café at Station Pier for a coff ee.

Meet at the Port Melbourne Tram Terminus (Melway 57A3 
or 2J, A6) before 10.30 am. Port Melbourne Tram Terminus 
can be reached from the City by tram on route 109 (Box Hill – 
Port Melbourne) which runs down Collins Street and Spencer 
Street.

Book with Alan & Jan.

This hike traverses some of the Victoria’s most spectacular 
Spurs and mountain summits with great views, including 
Mount Buggery, The Crosscut Saw, Mount Speculation and 
more.

We will be walking through a variety of natural landscapes; 
ghost-white Mountain Ash, snow gums, walking over 
fallen logs and maybe through thick scrub and over some 
rugged area, narrow and exposed ridgelines and very steep 
ascending / descending with remarkable cliff -top lookouts.

This is a demanding walk and could provide some challenges. 
Participants are required to be experienced, fi t, and have 

some skills with vertical rocks scrambling.  As the Victorian 
Alps weather is unpredictable and rescue challenging, 
walkers are required to be well equipped with all types of 
hiking gear (for: wet, cold, hot etc.) including gaiters, walking 
poles, carrying own personal fi rst aid kit and have valid 
Ambulance Victoria (or similar) membership.

Plan is to drive up Friday 6 March, camp close by the walk 
(detailed program including Friday night camp site - later). If 
interested in the walk or would like more information contact 
me via email.

DATE Thursday 4 March
START TIME See notes below at 10:30am
STANDARD Easy
DISTANCE Approximately 13 km
TOTAL ASCENT Predominately Flat
LEADER Alan Case

TRANSPORT Private
TRANSPORT COST See arrangements below.
ACTIVITY AREA Port Melbourne
MAP REFERENCE Melway 56, 57 and 42
FIRE BAN DISTRICT Central
TEMPERATURE REFERENCE SITE Melbourne

 TOFS WALK : WESTGATE PARK

 PACK CARRY - STANLEY NAME SPUR - SPECULATION - MUESLI SPUR

DATE Fri 6 - Mon 9 March
START TIME See notes below at 10:30am
STANDARD Medium
DISTANCE Approx. 34 km
LEADER Agajan Akbari
TRANSPORT Private

TRANSPORT COST See arrangements below.
ACTIVITY AREA Buller - Howitt Alpine Area
MAP REFERENCE Buller - Howitt Alpine Area Outdoor 

Recreation Guide 1:50,000
FIRE BAN DISTRICT North Eastern
TEMPERATURE REFERENCE SITE Mount Buller

 MNT - BUCKWONG CREEK (AAWT) TRACK MAINTENANCE

DATE 7 - 9 March
START TIME See notes below at 10:30am
LEADER John Terrell

TRANSPORT Private
FIRE BAN DISTRICT North Eastern
TEMPERATURE REFERENCE SITE Frankston

Refer website for details
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 SUNDAY BUS - MASON FALLS AND MT SUGARLOAF
DATE Sunday 8 March 
RETURN TIME Return to Cnr. A’Beckett and William 

Streets at 6:30 pm
STANDARD Easy/ Medium & Medium
LEADER Theo Mertzanidis & Lesley Hale

TRANSPORT Bus – leaving cnr A’Beckett and William 
Streets at 8:45 am

FIRE BAN DISTRICT Central
TEMPERATURE REFERENCE SITE Yarra Glen

 WEDNESDAY WALK - SASSAFRAS CREEK

Meeting at the Sassafras Hall in Sassafras at 10.00. Walking 
down the beautiful Sassafras Creek and then into Alfred 
Nicholas Gardens for morning tea by the lake. Thru the 
gardens and into Sherbrook Forest to do a loop including the 

falls and have lunch. Then back along a pretty path next to Mt 
Dandenong Tourist Road. Please text me if you’re interested 
in joining us.

DATE Wednesday 11 March 
RETURN TIME 3 pm
STANDARD Easy/ Medium 
DISTANCE 14 km
ELEVATION 400 m
LEADER Richard Hanson

TRANSPORT Private
ACTIVITY AREA Dandenongs
MAP REFERENCE Melway Map 66 & 75
FIRE BAN DISTRICT Central
TEMPERATURE REFERENCE SITE Mt Dandenong

Refer website for details

DATE Sun 15 - Wed 25 Mar
STANDARD Easy / Medium
LEADER Kellie Aston
TRANSPORT Private
ACTIVITY AREA New Zealand

Call for Expressions of Interest

Easy/Medium (mostly day walks/base camping, one overnight 
hike to cabin)

4.5 hour ferry ride from Auckland and small plane ride back 
to Auckland

Walks through forests to panoramic views, beach walks, 
natural hot springs, swimming, sea kayaking

If interested please contact Kellie Aston.

  BASE CAMP - GREAT BARRIER ISLAND, NEW ZEALAND

DATE Sunday 15 March 
STANDARD Easy / Medium
DISTANCE 13 km
TOTAL ASCENT 300 m Rise
LEADER Chris Collect
TRANSPORT Carpool from cnr A’Beckett and William 

Streets

Woodbourne Creek winds through the little known Bamganie 
State Forest which is home to kangaroos, koalas, and 
honeyeaters, a few kilometres south-west of Meredith.

The forest is surrounded by open farmland, and it is not 
unusual to see wedge-tailed eagles hovering above. There are 
some mine shafts dotted throughout the forest, reminders 
of the late 1800’s when gold was discovered in the area and 
nearby Steiglitz was a booming gold mining township with 
over 1000 inhabitants.

Some of the walk follows Woodbourne Creek, crossing 
as necessary when large rocky outcrops block the way. 
Sometimes we will climb above them, then descend to the 
creek again. There are quite a few crossings, but the local 
wildlife has already formed the best spots to cross. Other 
sections of the walk involve forest roads and undulating 
tracks.

 SUNDAY CARPOOL - BAMGANIE STATE FOREST (MEREDITH)
START TIME 8:45 am
RETURN TIME A’Beckett and William Sts at 6:30 pm
TRANSPORT COST $20.00 per person
ACTIVITY AREA Meredith
MAP REFERENCE Vicmap Mercer and You Yangs 1:50,000
FIRE BAN DISTRICT Central
TEMPERATURE REFERENCE SITE Geelong
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 MOFS WALK - YARRA RIVER : KEW - HEIDELBERG
DATE Monday 16 March 
STANDARD Easy 
DISTANCE Approx. 10 km
LEADER Bill Metzenthen
TRANSPORT Private
START TIME See notes below at 10:30 am
RETURN TIME Return to start location by 2:30 pm

Meet at 10:30 am in the Eaglemont Tennis Club car park, 
Melways 31K11. Sorry, no toilets there, but there are bushes.

We walk along the true right bank to a picnic area for morning 
tea. Then we cross the river by the Banksia Street bridge, 
and return on the other side. Lunch will be at the rear of the 
Veneto Club.

After lunch we walk through Bulleen Park. Because of a golf

club with a No Trespassers sign, we’ll have to leave the park 
and walk beside Bulleen Road for half a km or so before 
getting into parkland again.

Come and see some more of Melbourne’s urban bushland, 
with trees, paddocks, billabongs and birds.

TRANSPORT COST See arrangement below
ACTIVITY AREA Kew - Ivanhoe
MAP REFERENCE Melway 31 and 32
FIRE BAN DISTRICT Central
TEMPERATURE REFERENCE SITE Melbourne

 WEDNESDAY WALK - BADGER WEIR / DONNELLY’S WEIR
DATE Wednesday 18 March 
STANDARD Easy / Medium
DISTANCE 13 km
LEADER Margaret Curry
TRANSPORT Private
START TIME See notes below at 10:00 am

Two walks packed with scenery and variety. We will start 
at Badger Weir where we explore this area with towering 
Mountain Ash trees and spectacular tree fern vegetation, 
while walking close to Coranderrk Creek and beside the 
aqueduct leading to the weir. After morning tea we will drive 
the short distance to Maroondah Reservoir. Crossing the 
dam wall we walk through open bushland before following 
the disused Maroondah Aqueduct into Donnelly’s Weir for 
lunch. On the return, we walk past hobby farms and through 

open forest, before crossing a small ford and following a 
steep track to climb Henderson Hill before our descent into 
the picnic area near our cars.

Meet 10.00am at Badger Weir Picnic Area (furthest carpark) 
by taking Don Road 4.5km from Healesville to Badger Weir 
Road and turn left for 2km. (Melway 278:K9 or Page 10:R5).

Book with Margaret.

TRANSPORT COST See arrangement below
ACTIVITY AREA Yarra Ranges
MAP REFERENCE Melway 278 K:9 and 270 K:10
FIRE BAN DISTRICT Central
TEMPERATURE REFERENCE SITE Yarra Glen

 PACK CARRY - CRINOLINE CIRCUIT
DATE 20 - 22 March 
STANDARD Medium
DISTANCE 13 km
LEADER John Widmer

TRANSPORT Private
FIRE BAN DISTRICT West Gippsland
TEMPERATURE REFERENCE SITE LaTrobe Valley

Refer website for details
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 CYCLING - MACEDON CIRCUIT (MOSTLY DOWNHILL)
DATE Saturday 21 March 
STANDARD Medium
DISTANCE 63 km
LEADER Jopie Bodegraven
TRANSPORT Private
START TIME See notes below at 9:30 am

On this ride we start 450 vertical metres higher than we 
fi nish, hence mostly downhill. Being the hilly Macedon area 
there is however still about 440 vertical metres of climbing, 
hence medium, but it is spread out in manageable bites and 
we can have extra rest stops as required. It’s mostly bitumen, 
with about 4km that I’m not sure of but if it’s not sealed it 
should be good gravel.

We will meet at the Camels Hump Carpark at 9.30am. We 
will do the car shuffl  e down to Mt Macedon township and 

then off  we go, with a big downhill initially. Morning tea (self 
catered) will be at the Kerrie Hall, lunch will be in the park in 
Riddells Creek with cafes and shops close by and afternoon 
tea will probably be in Mt Macedon township after the ride.

So come along on a lovely ride in lovely countryside, specially 
designed to have some lovely downhill runs.

TRANSPORT COST See arrangement below
ACTIVITY AREA Macedon Ranges
MAP REFERENCE Kilmore 1:50,000
FIRE BAN DISTRICT Central
TEMPERATURE REFERENCE SITE Melbourne

DATE Saturday 21 March 
STANDARD Easy 
DISTANCE 13 km
TOTAL ASCENT 300m rise
LEADER Richard Hanson

Meet at 10.00 at the Turntable Carpark in the You Yangs 
Regional Park where there are toilets.

We will walk to Flinders Peak and return. Then hike the East 
West walk which is a lower level circuit around Flinders Peak. 
Lunch followed by the Branding Yard trail circuit. This walk has 

fabulous views over Geelong, Port Phillip Bay and Melbourne. 
Also of interest is “Bunjil”, a 1,500 tonne rock sculpture laid 
out on the ground in the shape of an eagle. The You Yangs 
have great granite rocks everywhere.

Please text me if you would like to join us.

 DAY - YOU YANGS
TRANSPORT Private
START TIME See notes below at 10:00 am
TRANSPORT COST See arrangements below. To be advised 

by leader if carpool proposed.

DATE Sunday 22 March 
STANDARD Easy & Easy / Medium
LEADER Bettina Brill & Susanne Etti
TRANSPORT Bus from cnr A’Beckett and William 

Streets at 8:45am

 SUNDAY BUS - DRYSDALE AND QUEENSCLIFF RAIL TRAIL
START TIME 8:45 am
RETURN TIME A’Beckett and William Sts at 6:30 pm
FIRE BAN DISTRICT Central
TEMPERATURE REFERENCE SITE Geelong

Refer website for details
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DATE Wednesday 25 March 
VENUE Clubroom
ORGANISER Committee
TRANSPORT Private

The Annual General Meeting of the Melbourne Bushwalkers 
(Incorporated) will be held on Wednesday, 25 March, 
2020 from 9.00 pm at the Clubrooms, 717 Flinders Street, 
Docklands (Melway Reference: 2E, 8J)

Members are invited to attend. Non-members are welcome 
but are not eligible to vote.

Business:
* Apologies
* Confi rmation of minutes from the 2019 Annual General 
Meeting
* President’s report

* Treasurer’s report
* Walks Secretaries’ reports
* Other reports
* Determination of the annual subscription fee for 2020
* Election of Offi  ce Bearers & Committee Members
* Appointment of Reviewers of Financial Statements
* Conferral of Honorary Memberships
* General Business

Proxy forms are available in the Clubrooms.

Refreshments will be provided.

 MEETING - ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
START TIME 8:00 am
FINISH TIME 9:00 pm
BOOK WITH secretary@mbw.org.au
MAP REFERENCE 717 Flinders St (Melway Ref: 2E, 8J)

DATE Thursday 26 March 
STANDARD Easy 
DISTANCE 5 km
ELEVATION none
LEADER Derrick Brown

 SOCIAL WALK - GREEN LINKS - SOUTH FROM CANTERBURY (TRAIN BASED)
TRANSPORT Private
AREA Eastern Suburbs
FIRE BAN DISTRICT Central
TEMPERATURE REFERENCE SITE Melbourne

The walk follows the Shrublands Creek, starting at historic 
Canterbury Gardens, following footpaths and gardens to 
Hartwell station where we will have lunch before catching a 
train back to Canterbury station.  

  BASE CAMP - DEAL ISLAND, TASMANIA

DATE Sun 29 March - Thu 2 April
STANDARD Various
DISTANCE 35 km over 3 days
TOTAL ASCENT 300 m
LEADER Geof Martin

• Costs (at this stage) - Boat trip $500 pp, Tasmania Parks Pass 
(min cost $30) and Pre-departure accommodation in Port 
Albert ($30-50) and transport costs to get there.
• We will have three days of walking and exploring on the 
islands and two days of sailing.
• The trip departs Port Albert, which is 3 hours from 
Melbourne and the boat takes 9 hours to get to the islands, it 
can be rough and even hardened sailors can or will get sick if 
the weather is rough (but these islands are worth it!).
• The trip back takes 9 hours but feels like 19 hours!!
• There are NO facilities on the island, it is a base camp and 
there are NO showers or toilets. You have to take all of your 
own camping gear and supplies.

• You have to allow an extra day before and after in case the 
trip is delayed or extended due to bad weather, so if you are 
limited in leave, this is a consideration.
• A deposit of $200 is required to book on the trip and fi nal 
payment will be required in February and the amount paid is 
NOT REFUNDABLE unless we can fi nd someone else to take 
your place.

If you want to check out the Kent Group National Park 
information use this link:
https://www.parks.tas.gov.au/indeX.aspX?base=3429

Also the club website has a photo gallery of previous trips.

TRANSPORT Private
TRANSPORT COST See arrangements below. 
ACTIVITY AREA Deal Island, Kent Group, Tasmania
MAP REFERENCE Tas. Parks Info Sheet

A cancellation has opened an opportunity for one more on this trip. See the preview for details. Contact the leader 
to express interest.

Toilets are available at several points on the walk.  

Meet at Canterbury station at 10.15a.m for a 10.30a.m.start.  
Car parking is available in Daphne 
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DATE Sunday 29 March 
STANDARD Medium
DISTANCE 13 km
TOTAL ASCENT 300 m Rise
LEADER Ron Hampton
TRANSPORT Carpool from cnr A’Beckett and William 

Streets at 8:45am

Beginning at Square Bottle track we follow Razorback Track 
down into one of the least visited but nonetheless spectacular 
sections of the Lerderderg Gorge and pick our way along 
the river bed searching for the best trails as we make our 
way to MacKenzie Camp where we will encounter evidence 
of past gold mining operations. From MacKenzie Camp we 
continuing to follow the river to Ah Kow Ruin a small, fl at site 
where, in the 1870’s, Chinese miners used to grow vegetables. 
From here we climb out of the gorge along Ah Kow Track to 
Lohs Lane then a short walk along Blackwood Road back to 
the cars.

Most of the walk is on well formed tracks with a short section 
on a sealed public road. The approximately 3km section 
along the Lerderderg River is rocky and slow going however 
there is unlikely to be much water at this time of year so feet 
will stay dry. Sturdy footwear is essential and a walking pole 
is recommended. The climb out of the gorge is steep. Bring 
plenty of water. You cannot drink the water in the river. 

 SUNDAY CARPOOL - RAZORBACK & AH KOW SPURS
RETURN TIME A’Beckett and William Sts at 6:00 pm
ACTIVITY AREA Lerderderg NP
MAP REFERENCE Meridian Maps
FIRE BAN DISTRICT Central
TEMPERATURE REFERENCE SITE Melbourne

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

14 -18 September 2020

base camp
little desert national park

Little Desert National Park is more than a desert, it contains a changing landscapes and diverse fl ora and fauna. Travel through 
pure mallee heathland, rolling sand dunes, and on to the cypress pine and casuarina woodlands. 

ACCOMMODATIONS:

Little Desert Nature Lodge is located in bush land and surrounded by Native wildlife ( www.littledesertlodge.com.au )
A tentative booking for 12-20 people in shared standard ensuite bedrooms is in place. Visit the web page for more details of 
features. If you wish to book directly, options available are:
• Deluxe garden view ensuite rooms
• Standard ensuite rooms
• 4 person Bunk rooms with shared amenities block

COST:

• It is estimated that the accommodations’ cost will be $55 -75 per person per night depending on the number of persons 
per room and the standard of room.

• All rooms are twin share with option of single or double beds. Bunk room has 2 bunks.
• Trip / Petrol cost will depend on each driver and number of passengers.
• The booking fee to secure your place will be $200. This must be paid upon receipt of email confi rming your place on the 

trip and is not refundable unless you can be replaced. The balance is due at a later date to be confi rmed.

WALKS:

Various walks will be planned, both easy and medium, including a trip to Mt. Arapiles, will be arranged.

Bookings are open and deposit will be due immediately upon receiving a confi rmation email that you are listed on the Camp 
(See costs below). 

To submit your Expression of Interest, or to seek further information, email Raf at rafmky@gmail.com
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EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

16 - 29 July 2020
Vanuatu Jungle Adventure
This is an exciting adventure for those who are fi t and looking for a challenge. It takes you from your comfortable western 
lifestyle into the remote tropical jungle, where you will eat food sourced from the jungle, sleep in basic village huts, the weather 
will be hot and humid or rainy, the trails can be muddy and slippery. No hot showers and very basic drop toilets in the villages.

Max No. 10. Cost is around $2500.

If interested or you want more info please email Jill Allen.

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

Easter 2020 (10-13 April)
The classic 60km Southern Circuit walk over 4 days is a gem of the Wilsons Promontory National Park. A booking has been 
made for 12 people on this very popular circuit. Expressions of interest are invited now. Walkers will be advised early February 
whether they have been succesful. This is not a “fi rst in wins” selection. Preference will go to members and those who are 
active contributors to the clubs walks program.

If you are interested in being considerred please contact Ian Mair by Friday 8th February.

wilsons promontory
southern circuit

MBW 80TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION WALK 

In April 1940 a group of people from Egon Donath’s School of Languages did the walk from Upper Ferntree Gully to Mount 
Morton which was deemed so pleasant that the group eventually formed into Melbourne Bushwalkers.

In 1940 the electric train terminated at Upper Ferntree Gully and from there the service was Puffi  ng Billy. The original walk 
started from UFTG station and walked along the railway track to Tecoma and then to Mount Morton. In 1940 this would have 
been along unmade bush tracks. From Mount Morton the walk continued to Belgrave where Puffi  ng Billy would have been 
caught to return to UFTG and then normal service back to Melbourne.

Egon led the same trip in 1950 for the clubs 10th anniversary with about 50 members. However, in 1953 a landslide near Selby 
blocked the Puffi  ng Billy track and Victorian Railways offi  cially closed the line in 1953. So in 1960 an anniversary walk was held 
from Belgrave South to Mount Morton and on to Sherbrooke Forest but this would have been by furniture van.
On Thursday 2nd April I am planning to more or less replicate the fi rst walk (with some variations!) We will commence at 
UFTG station after a car pool from Birdsland reserve and follow the relatively new walking/cycling track following the railway. 
From Tecoma we will follow roads to Mount Morton for lunch. After lunch we will change from the original walk and will go to 
Birdsland reserve for afternoon tea and general celebration.

I would imagine most people will travel by car but we will be starting from UFTG station where we can meet up with those 
people who would like to be more authentic and travel to the start by train.

In the meanwhile there will be some people who would like to come to the celebration without doing the walk. For these 
people I am suggesting you may like to come to Birdsland and have a picnic lunch. We have organized for MBW to have the 
use of the Environmental Centre for the day and there will be a barbecue available for those who would like. There will be hot 
water and we will provide tea, coff ee, milk and sugar, otherwise BYO everything. We may organize some short walks before or 
after lunch, making sure the picnic group and the walkers meet up to celebrate together.

When celebrations are fi nished we will organize car pooling  to get everyone back to their means of transport.
As this is in the Dandenongs and there are a few hills I think the walk is more E/M rather than Easy as shown in the program. 
There will be more times and details in March News. If you have any queries you can call Doug Pocock and Jan Llewelyn.

Upper Ferntree Gully - Mt Morton, 2nd April
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Sun 1 DAY: Barwon river & Buckley Falls, Geelong Car E/M CN:ge Stuart Hanham

Thu 5 TOF: Westgate Park Pvt Easy CN:me Alan Case

6-9 PC: Stanley Name Spur - Speculation - Muesli 
Spur

Pvt Med NE:mb Agajan Akbari

7-9 MNT: Buckwong Creek (AAWT) Track 
Maintenance

Pvt Var NE:fc John Terrell (contact)

Sun 8 DAY: Mason Falls and Mt Sugarloaf Bus E/M&M CN:yg Theo Mertzanidis & Lesley 
Hale

Wed 11 DAY: Sassafras Creek Pvt E/M CN:md Richard Hanson

15-25 BC: Great Barrier Island, New Zealand Pvt E/M Kellie Aston

Sun 15 DAY: Bamganie State Forest (Meredith) Car E/M CN:ge Christ Collect

Mon 16 MOF: Yarra River : Kew - Heidelberg Pvt Easy CN:me Bill Metzenthen

Wed 18 DAY: Badger Weir / Donnelly’s Weir Pvt E/M CN:yg Margaret Curry

20-22 PC: Crinoline Circuit Pvt Med WG:lv John Widmer

Sat 21 CYC: Macedon (mostly downhill) circuit Pvt Med CN:me Jopie Bodegraven

Sat 21 DAY: You Yangs Pvt East Richard Hanson

Sun 22 DAY: Drysdale and Queenscliff  Rail Trail Bus E&E/M CN:ge Bettina Brill & Susanne Etti

Wed 25 MTG: Annual General Meeting Committee

Thu 26 SOC: Green Links - South from Canterbury 
(Train based)

Pvt Easy CN:me Derrick Brown

29-2 BC : Deal Island (Tasmania) Pvt Var Geoff  Martin

Sun 29 DAY: Razorback & Ah Kow Spurs Car Med CN:ba Ron Hampton

Bus transport meets at cnr A’Beckett and William Streets, Melbourne, before 8:45 am. 
Leader or deputy will be there rain, hail or shine!

march 2020


