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WE ARE A MEMBER OF

General correspondence should be directed to: 

The Secretary
Melbourne Bushwalkers Inc
PO Box 1751
MELBOURNE VIC 3001

www.melbournebushwalkers.org.au 

The News of the Melbourne Bushwalkers Inc (The 
News) is published monthly, and is the official 
newsletter of Melbourne Bushwalkers Inc.

Editor: Deb Shand

Calls for expressions of interest for club activities and 
extended trips, walk reviews, articles, poems, news 
items, photographs of Club events, reports of new 
gear, book/ movie reviews, letters to the editor, 
advertisements, et  cetera are always welcome. 
However, the Editor reserves the right to edit 
contributions where space, clarity or propriety dictate, 
and to maintain editorial consistency. 

Note: photographs should be sent as separate high 
resolution files which are capable of being edited. 

Please send your contributions as unformatted text 
files by email to news@mbw.org.au 

Closing date for receipt of material for The News is the 
21st of the month. 

Advertisements should relate to bushwalking 
(e.g. gear, maps, trips, tours, health and fitness etc.). 
These may be published subject to space availability 
and Editor’s discretion. For current advertising rates 
contact the Editor at news@mbw.org.au 

Next committee meeting: Monday 12 April

Members of the Melbourne Bushwalkers Inc meet on 
Wednesday evenings between 6.30-8.30 pm in the 
club rooms at: 
Mission to Seafarers Victoria 
717 Flinders Street 
Docklands 
Visitors are always welcome!

Due date for contributions to May News: 21 April 
Email: news@mbw.org.au 

Would you like your trip photos featured in the newsletter?           

NOTICE TO MEMBERS 
Please be advised that commencing this month, at the AGM and future monthly Presentation Evenings (Cheese 
and Wine) the Club will offer a selection of cheese and biscuits for a gold coin donation. Wine will no longer be 
offered; however, a full range of alcoholic and non alcoholic beverages will be available for purchase from the 
bar.

NEW MEMBERS 
We welcome the following new members:
Azumi Ishikawa
Rohan Iyer
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Wominjeka! That means ‘welcome’ or ‘hello’ in the Woi Wurrung 
language, the language of the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin 
Nation, on whose land our AGM was held on Wednesday 24 
March at the Mission to Seafarers.  I included an 
acknowledgement of country to show my respect for Traditional 
Owners and the continuing connection of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples to Country and to recognize the place of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people as the first 
custodians of this land and, importantly, to promote awareness 
of the history and culture of First Nations people. 

Just a year ago at the start of the pandemic our AGM was very 
different with under 10 people in attendance.  So, it felt even 
more special this time to be able to meet again and to hold the 
AGM at our club house. 
In our AGM we said goodbye to Jane McRae our social 
secretary, Brett Daniel our Sunday walk secretary and Christine 
Tach our treasurer.  Susan McInnes our long-standing VP has 
stepped down but remains on the committee as a general 
committee member.  I welcomed two new VP’s to the 
committee: Kim Cowie and David Stockley. John Widmer is our 
new Sunday walks secretary and our new treasurer is Marianne 
Weller. The position for social secretary remains open as we 

were unable to fill the role ahead of the AGM. Can I please encourage you or someone you think would be 
suitable for the role to reach out to me? 

I am looking forward working with the committee on key initiatives spanning finance, member engagement, 
leader, and H&S training and our 80 anniversary which we couldn’t celebrate last year. So, let us celebrate in 
style 80+1 this year. 

Thanks those that have already responded to our call to volunteer in the subcommittee for the anniversary event. 
If you are looking for a way to be involved with the club this year, please consider helping us planning the 
anniversary event. 

Our program is back on, the Sunday bus is again running and well attended by members and visitors. At the time 
of writing carpooling was still not allowed.  We recognise this poses a restriction to those that do not own a 
vehicle, but it also means we do not minimise our impact on the environment by having fewer cars with maximum 
passengers travelling to the start of the walk. We include public transport options where possible and if you feel 
safe please consider choosing this option when available.  As throughout the past year we are reviewing our 
Covid-19 safe protocol regularly to ensure we keep members safe and will communicate any changes with you in 
a timely manner. 

In closing I am looking forward to working with the committee and all of you members in the coming year to 
ensure we hike safely and enjoy a diverse program. For all of those that are exploring our beautiful hikes across 
Australia I am wishing you a safe and memorable hiking trip.  Send us photos to include in the newsletter and 
share your stories in the newsletter and social nights. 

Susanne
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To commemorate Melbourne Bushwalkers 80th 
Anniversary the Club’s committee has decided to 
plant 500 trees as a long-term legacy for the club. 
You can purchase one or more native trees by 
donating to our dedicated 80th Anniversary tree 
planting GoFundMe page https://
www.gofundme.com/f/melbourne-bushwalkers-80th-
anniversary
The link to this GoFundMe page is also available 
under the Membership tab: Notices for members on 
the club's homepage.  The funds will be used for the 
500 native trees and tree guards.
 
The club will organise and attend a tree-planting 
event (location to be confirmed) during winter 2021 
and more details of how you can get involved will be 
posted closer to the date.
 
Fifteen Trees has been selected an independent, 
social enterprise company with established networks 
with Landcare, community groups and plant 
nurseries. Fifteen Trees has organised the planting of 
over 180,000 trees around Australia since its 
establishment in July 2009. 

$1220 raised of $2,500 goal

Melbourne Bushwalkers Committee 2021

President (president@mbw.org.au) - Susanne ETTI

Vice Presidents - Kim COWIE, David STOCKLEY

Secretary (secretary@mbw.org.au) - Christopher COLLETT

Membership Secretary (membership@mbw.org.au) - Halina SARBINOWSKI

Treasurer (treasurer@mbw.org.au) - Marianne WELLER

General Walks Secretary (gws@mbw.org.au) - Stuart HANHAM

Sunday Walks Secretary (sunday@mbw.org.au) - John WIDMER

General Committee Members - John TERRELL, Poppy SICARI, Bettina BRILL, David CASH, 
Susan MCINNES

https://www.gofundme.com/f/melbourne-bushwalkers-80th-anniversary
https://www.gofundme.com/f/melbourne-bushwalkers-80th-anniversary
https://www.gofundme.com/f/melbourne-bushwalkers-80th-anniversary
https://15trees.com.au/
mailto:president@mbw.org.au
mailto:secretary@mbw.org.au
mailto:membership@mbw.org.au
mailto:treasurer@mbw.org.au
mailto:gws@mbw.org.au
mailto:sunday@mbw.org.au
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 2021-22 
Membership subscriptions are due 1st April 2021. You are not required to sign an Acknowledgement of Risk form on renewal, however 
you are advised that payment of fees implies acceptance of the risks involved in any activity you may undertake as a member of MBW. 
Members are asked to read the following wording regarding insurance cover through Bushwalking Australia. 

‘In voluntarily participating in activities of Melbourne Bushwalkers Inc., which are described to me by the activity leaders, I am aware that 
my participation in the activities may expose me to hazards and risks that could lead to injury, illness or death or to loss of or damage to 
my property. I also acknowledge that I may encounter weather conditions that could lead to heat stroke, hypothermia or being in locations 
where evacuation for medical treatment may take hours or days. In particular when participating in abseiling or above the snowline 
activities I am aware that these activities could expose me to additional hazards and risks.’

To minimize risks I will endeavour to ensure that: 

 - Each activity is within my capabilities; 
- I will carry food, water and equipment appropriate for the activity; 

 - I will advise the activity leader if I am taking medication or have any physical or other limitation that might affect my  participation 
  in the activity; 
- I will make every effort to remain with the rest of the party during the activity; 
- I will advise the leader of any concerns I am having; and 
- I will comply with all reasonable instructions of club officers and the activity leader.

I have read and understood these requirements. I will consider the risks before joining any activity of the Club. I acknowledge that I will 
take responsibility for my own actions, that the Club strongly recommends that all participants have comprehensive personal ambulance 
cover, and that payment of my subscriptions will be deemed as full acceptance and understanding of the above conditions. 

RENEWAL SLIP 
If any of your personal details have changed update your details through the Members’ Area of the club’s website, or complete the form 
below and send it by email to membership@mbw.org.au , or if paying by cheque forward it with your payment to the Membership 
Secretary. 
If paying by cheque or EFT please be sure to clearly identify who the payment is for to assist the Treasurer and Membership 
Secretary to identify you and ensure your renewal is properly recorded. 
Payment to the Membership Secretary, together with completed form (if required) by one of the following methods: 

- Cash or cheque on club night (cheques payable to Melbourne Bushwalkers Inc.) 
- Cheque and Renewal Slip posted to Membership Secretary, Melbourne Bushwalkers Inc, P.O. Box 1751, Melbourne 3001 
- EFT to the club account. Please ensure your full name and ‘SUBS’ appear on the transfer. 
(Account Name: Melbourne Bushwalkers, A/c No. 0058-46013, BSB: 013-006). 

Fees (Please circle your membership category) *
Single member: $45 ** Concession: $34* (Proof required *** ) 
Couple/Family: $72 ** Concession: $50* (Proof required *** ) 

* Members who have nominated their Home Club as other than Melbourne Bushwalkers should pay the full amount and a rebate will be 
made when Committee has determined the appropriate amount.
** Members who currently receive their copies of ‘NEWS’ via postal mail should add $25.00 to continue. No new hard copy 
subscriptions will be accepted.
*** Concession membership applies to those who hold an Australian Government concession card, not a Seniors Card only. 

Name: ......................................................................................................... Year of Birth (optional)............... 
Name: ........................................................................................................  Year of Birth (optional)................ 

( Note: Year of Birth is used only for statistical purposes and not published in any lists. ) 

Fill in Address, Telephone number(s) and Email address only if changed since last renewal: 

Street Address: ……………………………………………………………………………………
Suburb /Postcode ................................................................................................
Tel: [H] .................................... [W] ......................................... Mobile: ............................. 
Email: ................................................................................................................................................ 
Emergency Contact ....................................................... Tel:....................................[H][M][W]
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OPTIONAL DISCOUNT OFFERED TO MEMBERS WHO RENEWED IN 2020/21
Although much of the club’s fixed costs remained unchanged, the club is very aware that we have been unable 
to provide the level of activity we wish to offer. In response the Committee has determined that in recognition of 
the loyalty displayed by those members who renewed their subscription for 2020-21 (with an expiry of 31 March 
2021) an optional discount on the 2021-22 subscription will be offered. Should you wish to receive the discount 
please adjust your payment amount, shown on the Membership Renewal Form by the following:

• Individual members (ordinary or concession) - deduct $10;
• Couples/Family members (ordinary or concession) - deduct $15;

If you are unsure whether you are entitled to and wish to take up the discount please contact me prior to 
renewing your membership.  Unfortunately (or fortunately), I will be walking in WA until late April.
Thank you for your continued involvement. We look forward to walking with you again in the not too distant 
future.

Halina Sarbinowski

Membership Secretary

Environment Officer Report 2020
2020 was a very quiet year for conservation and track maintenance activities which we usually undertake with 
Bushwalking Victoria’s BTAC. The catastrophic summer bushfires ensured a late start to planning, with Parks 
Victoria and DELWP staff preoccupied with fire fighting and clean up. Just as a program was starting to be drawn 
up, COVID-19 put a stop to any activities involving travel or physical contact. Other regular activities such as 
Regent Honeyeater Project tree plantings were similarly affected. Hence no stats were recorded for participation 
in conservation and track maintenance by Melbourne Bushwalkers. At the time of writing BTAC has programmed 
a number of track maintenance events for 2021 (see elsewhere in the Newsletter).

Each year MBW donates the interest from one of its bank accounts to an organisation whose aims and activities 
are relevant to our members. In May 2020 we donated $300 to Goongerah Environment Centre in East 
Gippsland https://www.geco.org.au/ to support their advocacy for forests, particularly in response to the 
summer’s bushfires.

To commemorate Club’s 80th Anniversary in 2020 the committee decided to plant 500 trees as a long-term 
legacy from the club. This is being done with Fifteen Trees, an independent social enterprise company with 
established networks with Landcare, community groups and plant nurseries. Planting is expected to take place 
later in winter 2021 and members are invited to contribute funds and to participate in the planting. 

John Terrell



Page 7

Noticeboard

Issue 841 - April 2021

BUSHWALKING TRACKS AND CONSERVATION (BTAC)
John Terrell

BTAC is a standing committee of Bushwalking Victoria that concentrates on tracks and trails strategy, 
exploring opportunities for new or upgraded tracks and trails, articulating a vision that bushwalkers want for 
the future and undertaking fieldwork in Victoria's national and state parks. BTAC actively engages with land 
managers such as Parks Victoria and DELWP to enable Bushwalking Victoria to influence planning and the 
potential impact on bushwalkers at an early stage in the planning process.

Melbourne Bushwalkers encourages its members to participate in BTAC track maintenance activities.
A full range of skills is required, ranging from experienced chain saw operators to anyone who can use a 
spade, rake or secateurs. Most tools are provided. We normally camp near the worksite and participants 
should be self-sufficient with meals etc, although the land manager normally provides at least one evening 
meal.

Some coming BTAC track maintenance 
activities are:

8-11 April 2021 - Baw Baw NP, Stronachs Camp 
(AAWT Stronachs to Phillack Saddle)
29-30 April 2021 - Alpine National Park, Upper 
Howqua (Eight Mile to Eagles Peaks)
15-16 May 2021 - Gariwerd/Grampians National 
Park, joint MBW/VMTC activity 
5-6 June 2021 - Erica State Forest, Caringal 
(East Tyers Walking Track)

It’s a great opportunity to meet walkers from 
other clubs and to give something back to our bushwalking environment. For further information and to 
register your interest, go to https://bushwalkingvictoria.org.au/btac or contact me at 
environment@mbw.org.au or 0427 099 349.

https://bushwalkingvictoria.org.au/btac
mailto:environment@mbw.org.au
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THE GREAT SOUTH WEST WALK GUIDEBOOK (2020)
Ian Mair

A great walk deserves a great guide book and that is 
what the authors Warwick Sprawson and Yasmin 
Kelsall have prepared in conjunction with the Friends 
of the Great South West Walk.

The 252km Great South Walk connects the coastal 
towns of Portland and Nelson in western Victoria by a 
loop track that can be joined at any point, but most 
often starts at Portland. The inland section from 
historic Portland to Nelson is an unforgettable 
experience that winds through the Cobboboonee 
National Park with its hardwood forests before 
entering the Lower Glenelg National Park and 
following the pristine Glenelg River gorge to its mouth 
at the picturesque township of Nelson. The coastal 
section of the Great South West Walk from the 
township of Nelson to Portland takes in aboriginal 
cultural sites, the mighty Southern Ocean with vast 
sand dunes, sandy bays and beaches, rugged cliffs, 
freshwater lakes, Cape Nelson lighthouse, stunning 
Bridgewater Bay and a diversity of natural fauna and 
flora. Distances each day range between 12km and 
23km with no major hills. It is suited to anyone with a 
reasonable level of fitness.

The well-illustrated 214 page Guidebook leads 
walkers through the walk in a 14-day itinerary. 
Comprehensive track notes are complemented with a 

section on the history of the region, starting with an introduction to the Gunditjmara, the Traditional Owners of the 
lands bounded by the Glenelg, Wanon and Hopkins Rivers, who continue to care for the Country through land 
management, ongoing cultural practices and protection of cultural heritage. A section on the geology and 
reference notes on the flora and fauna, each with individual images to help identification, complete the 
background material. For walkers on the track the Guidebook adds invaluable information to make the walk an 
even more memorable experience. For a casual reader interested in the area the very readable notes provide 
gems of information that benefit from the passion and experience of the Friends of the Great South West Walk.

No Guidebook is complete without notes to help walkers plan and undertake their walk. The authors have 
addressed every question a walker might have, including advice on WiFi coverage so essential to those who 
cannot live without a connection! Advice on transport, accommodation, best time to walk and much more are 
aimed at ensuring your walk is enjoyed without overlooked preparations.

I highly recommend this $35 guidebook which can be obtained via an online order form on the Friends of the 
Great South West Walk website. Delivery in a well-bound package arrived within one week. https://
greatsouthwestwalk.com/shop/ 

https://greatsouthwestwalk.com/shop/
https://greatsouthwestwalk.com/shop/


Page 9

Noticeboard

Issue 841 - April 2021 

MAP DOWNLOAD UTILITY UNDERGOES MAJOR UPGRADE
Ian Mair (Webmaster)

In the December 2020 newsletter we announced the availability from the Members’ Area of a browser utility to 
enable the download of free maps, including GetLost Maps 1:25k and 1:75k topo maps, and GPS files from past 
club activities. Since December additional features have been added to provide a major upgrade to the utility and 
increase the value to members. Notable of these are:

A. The number of basemaps and 
aerial/satellite image sources has 
been expanded to provide a 
range of levels of detail which 
members can use to explore 
areas of interest. Among these 
are access to the VicMap and 
GetLost Maps mapping tile 
servers;

B. Added detail can be overlain on 
the maps display to include 
VicMap contours, water streams, 
UTM grid lines and more, 
accessible by a single click of a 
checkbox;

C. The easy switching between topo 
maps and satellite imagery 
enables detailed investigation of 
regions of interest, very useful in 
route planning. For greater utility 
the map display can be switched 
to full screen mode to provide larger area coverage;

D. GPX files of previous trips in an area of interest can be viewed as a map overlay. This feature has 
now been extended to provide an elevation profile of the track and key statistics such as distance 
and total ascent;

E. Members can now upload their own GPX files by clicking on a folder icon and view them in the 
map display window. The map display and GPX file overlay can be printed out or saved as an 
image file for future reference;

F. Members can continue to download the full size map sheets prepared by GetLost Maps, Parks 
Victoria and others. The enhanced map print feature enables Members to download only the 
displayed segment of interest in A4 format, including any GPX and other selected overlays, at a 
higher resolution suitable for in-field use;

G. Selecting a location of interest can still be done by dragging the map display. This has been 
enhanced by adding a map search feature which will locate place names included with the 
displayed map.

Whether you are a walk leader planning a trip, or a member interested in knowing more about where a trip is 
going, the map display and download utility is a powerful tool to enable greater enjoyment, all available in your 
browser from within the Members’ Area of the club’s website.
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THE FATE OF THE SNOWGUM - HOW YOU CAN HELP
John Terrell

My favourite area for bushwalking is 
the Victorian High Country and one of 
the most enduring images is of the 
snow gum whose gnarled and twisted 
forms demonstrate a remarkable 
ability to withstand the harshest 
winter weather conditions in the most 
exposed locations.

I’ve noticed over recent years how 
many of the large snow gums I saw in 
the 1970s have been burned by 
recent bushfires, only to regrow from 
the base. Thus the tree keeps living, 
albeit in a diminished form. However 
recently I have become aware of threats to the tree’s very survival from at least two sources. 

The increased frequency of bushfires means that this regrowth is more vulnerable to being killed outright by 
subsequent fires. Cam Walker documents this in his article https://themountainjournal.wordpress.com/

2021/03/11/tracking-snow-gum-decline/ which includes 
details of how bushwalkers can report instances where 
snow gums are not recovering from fire, or are very 
badly impacted by fire, i.e., there are no, or very limited 
numbers of, seedlings or new stems growing from the 
lignotuber. This information will be compiled to 
demonstrate the scale of the problem and will be 
delivered to the Victorian government.

The second threat is from insect attack, believed to be 
the native longicorn beetle, which seems to be thriving 
in the hotter climatic conditions while these same 
conditions are causing severe stress for the trees. A 
similar effect has been observed in North America with 
the pine beetle. See https://www.abc.net.au/news/
2021-03-10/sudden-death-of-snow-gums-longicorn-
beetle/13226128?nw=0 and https://
themountainjournal.wordpress.com/2019/07/24/snow-
gum-die-back-linked-to-climate-change.

Further research is being undertaken at ANU and 
bushwalkers are invited to report instances of dead or 
damaged snow gums to the Snowgum Dieback project: 
https://biocollect.ala.org.au/acsa/project/index/
ae23508e-6f53-4278-a50f-4bd594e085ad. 

https://themountainjournal.wordpress.com/2021/03/11/tracking-snow-gum-decline/
https://themountainjournal.wordpress.com/2021/03/11/tracking-snow-gum-decline/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-03-10/sudden-death-of-snow-gums-longicorn-beetle/13226128?nw=0
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-03-10/sudden-death-of-snow-gums-longicorn-beetle/13226128?nw=0
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-03-10/sudden-death-of-snow-gums-longicorn-beetle/13226128?nw=0
https://themountainjournal.wordpress.com/2019/07/24/snow-gum-die-back-linked-to-climate-change
https://themountainjournal.wordpress.com/2019/07/24/snow-gum-die-back-linked-to-climate-change
https://themountainjournal.wordpress.com/2019/07/24/snow-gum-die-back-linked-to-climate-change
https://biocollect.ala.org.au/acsa/project/index/ae23508e-6f53-4278-a50f-4bd594e085ad
https://biocollect.ala.org.au/acsa/project/index/ae23508e-6f53-4278-a50f-4bd594e085ad
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60 YEARS ALONG THE TRACK
Doug Pocock

I was at a loose end in March 1961 when I saw an article in 
the newspaper about the Moomba Day Walk to be held on 
Labour Day, organized by the Federation of Walking Clubs. 
Nothing ventured, nothing gained, so I joined in the fun, not 
realizing that it would change my life! On the walk various 
clubs gave out their programs and contact details. As I had 
enjoyed the walk so much I checked through the programs. 
Due to night school commitments, Melbourne Bushwalkers 
meeting on Friday evenings was my choice. Going into the 
clubrooms at room 110 Victorian Railways Institute I booked into Athol Schafer’s walk in the Warramate Hills. 
Both the Warburton and Healesville trains were running in 1961 so an investment of 11s. 3d gave me a hiker’s 
return ticket to allow travel to Killara station and return from Tarrawarra station. I was hooked! I was 18 when I 
joined and many members were around that age. Indeed a few started walking at 15 and had to wait to turn 16 
before they could become members. The committee had many young people as members.

My next visit to the clubrooms was the celebration of the clubs 21st birthday. Part of the frivolity was the 
awarding to the club of the “key of the door”, this being the key to Wilkinson Lodge which the club had just 
acquired. Like many people I threw myself into bushwalking, soon graduating to weekend and extended walking. 
The club hired Gronow’s furniture vans for trips that couldn’t be done by public transport. For a weekend walk we 
would meet at Batman Avenue corner St Kilda Rd (since rerouted) and get picked up by one of the smaller vans 
and dropped off at the starting point of the walk. The day walk would often be in the same area so returning to 
Melbourne we would be picked up in a larger van which would also pick up the day walkers and we would sing 
most of the way home. There were a few clubs that used furniture vans that met at Batman Avenue, we had to 
make sure we had the right club members in the right van!

Eventually Gronow’s sold the business to Jack Baxter who continued to run vans for us. In time Baxter’s gave 
the game away and the Club bought the van outright. We were lucky that we could employ Dennis Barson to 

drive for us. He had driven for Gronow’s and Baxter’s for 
many years. Maintenance, garaging and inspections all had 
to be organized and much of the work fell onto the 
committee. After much soul searching and debate, in 1992 
with a heavy heart the van was sold and we started using 
buses. While the buses are more comfortable they are not as 
sociable and have killed the singing!

Equipment was more basic in 1961. Tents were generally 
simple “A” tents of japara cotton. A one-man tent sold for 7 
pounds 7s./3d ($14.72). No built in floor and no tent poles. 
Arriving at the camp spot would precipitate a search for 
suitable fallen branches to use as poles. Many people had 
capes of rubberized canvas (instead of parkas) which 
doubled up as groundsheets. Packs were generally “A” frame 

but you could tell a person who had walked in NZ as they would usually have an ”H” frame pack (and an oiled 
japara parka). I started with a kapok filled sleeping bag, heavy and bulky and not very warm. I soon upgraded to 
a Paddy Pallin Hotham bag ($29.30).  Some people carried heavy lilos to sleep on but generally we would make 

The author on the Acropolis, Tasmania
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a base of cut bracken or more likely use newspaper. The paper 
doubled up as firelighter and on a long trip the bed base got 
thinner and thinner. No synthetic thermal wear, woollen clothing 
had to suffice in cold weather. 

Choofers were rarely used, we cooked on an open fire. Not 
much in the way of dehydrated foods. A mainstay was Dewcrisp 
dehydrated vegetables which formed the basis of a stew to 
which we would add Oxo cubes, bacon or chopped salami to 
give it flavour. Milk powder was available but it was not instant, I 
started drinking my tea black so as not to have milky globules 
floating around in it.

After many years at the VRI clubrooms we were forced out by the neighbouring ballroom starting loud rock and 
roll dances. It became impossible to have speakers as they could not be heard. We moved our meeting place to 
ANZ building, 161 Flinders Lane. There was a motion passed at a general meeting that the club change its 
meeting night to Wednesday in the future to allow W/E walkers to attend the clubrooms.  When these clubrooms 
became unavailable we found a room at the rear of the Forum Theatre, entry from Hosier Lane. We went into the 
lease with the Men’s Club (MAWTC) and as they met on Fridays we changed to Wednesdays. It was a very 
small clubroom, OK for ordinary gatherings but meetings would be packed with people out on the stairs trying to 
hear what was going on.

Our next clubrooms were in Hardware Lane off little Bourke Street, we were here for a few years eventually 
moving to the Gardener’s Cottage, Mackenzie St rear of Horticulture Hall. Initially we shared these rooms with a 
drug rehab group but eventually they moved so we had our very own clubroom for the first time. There was a 
small garden and we sometimes had a barbecue meal there. As we were the only tenants we could have 
committee meetings and social events there. Stuart Hodgson held 16mm film nights there. The government 
carried out renovations on the hall and on our rooms. Then a theatre group stated using Horticulture Hall on a 
regular basis and decided they needed the cottage for change rooms. Instead of notice to quit the government 
department put our rent up astronomically and forced us out. We moved to the Historical Society room (which I 
found very convenient) eventually moving to the present site.

When I joined, the club had just acquired Wilkinson Lodge, “Wilky”. This was a wonderful cottage on the Bogong 
High Plains. It was threatened with being demolished but some members got together and bought it and donated 
it to the Club. The idea was to have a base for families to use and as such people made good use of it. In 1964 a 
group skied in for a week in winter. They used downhill skis but, as people discovered langlauf/XC skis, Wilky 
became more popular in winter. It took a lot of work parties to keep Wilky in good order but these were always 
fun as well as hard work. Like many club members I spent a 
lot of time with my children at Wilky and always enjoyed 
introducing friends to the High Plains.

In the sixties few people had cars and there were few roads 
in the high country. Many areas we now drive to for a walk 
were only accessible on a long Christmas walk. The Club 
often had 3 or 4 walks over the Christmas period varying 
from 4 days up to 3 weeks.   

A count of my 1961 members list shows membership at 124 
with 44 being women. I’m sure we have a much higher 
proportion of women now.

Wilkinson Lodge
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BEERIPMO WALK – MT COLE STATE FOREST/MT BUANGOR 
STATE PARK
Keith Dudson

Thirteen walkers, ably led by Richard Hanson, enjoyed a 
delightful weekend walk in the Mt Buangor State Park at the end 
of February. This area may be one of Melbourne’s least known 
walking havens. Only 2.5 hrs from Melbourne via Beaufort on 
the Western Freeway and the small town of Raglan, approx 70 
km NW of Ballarat, this park is a gem. 

Tall Stringybarks, Peppermint Gums, Blue Gums and believe it 
or not, massive, tall, straight, Alpine Snow Gums! Yes – it seems 
not all Snow Gums are the small, twisted friends we love to see 
above the tree line. Between 800 – 1100 m above sea level 
these massive trees provide a high canopy which allows enough 
light for low growth at ground level but yet, not enough light for 
higher, dense scrub which can restrict the view from a walking 
track. 

Notwithstanding that we were walking under a substantial 
canopy, the walking environment frequently felt like an open, 
bright glade. The area was also noteworthy for the absence of 
blackberries and best of all, litter. A remarkable environment by any measure, yet so close to Melbourne. Still, a 
walk is largely only as good as the company and we had a wonderful group comprising: Richard, Ian, Halina, 
Jeanette, Gayle, Naz, Deb, Judith, Susan, Ray, Jenny, Jopie and myself.

The nitty-gritty of the walk: Day 1. We met at Richards Carpark (no 
doubt named in our illustrious leaders’ honour) then walked approx 
7.2 km to camp at Beeripmo Camping Ground stopping for lunch at 
Ditchfields Campground (accessible by vehicle but still a beautiful 
spot). 

Day 2. After a leisurely 9.00 am start, the program included an 
optional walk to Ferntree Falls, (which, with scant water, was still a 
delight) and small side trips to the Mt Buangor Lookout and a short 
walk to up the knoll to the cairn at Mt Buangor. After these pleasant 
outings we walked, mostly downhill, to the cars covering approx 13 
km for the final day.

Highlights of the trip: A full moon: glorious weather (tent fly not 
required); ample clean water at Beeripmo Camping Ground; a 
‘guess the time a stick takes to topple in a fire’ competition which 
was fiercely contested by some MBW members (no, we cannot 
‘name names’ here); the magnificent trees; the remarkable, tall 
Snow Gums at Mt Buangor; the morning bird call – several 
members reported hearing an unusual, continuous call, very, very 
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early on Sunday. It was likened by some as the 
‘mellifluous sound of an angel's lullaby’ - others 
described like ‘a never-ending train crash’; the 
stunning panoramic view from Mt Buangor Lookout; 
and last but not least, as Susan put it  ”….the walk - 
the walking is so pleasant”.

A question without notice: “What is a distinguishing 
feature of a Snow Gum leaf”? Advice on this was 
sourced from our ‘On walk Tree Oracles’ – Jopie and 
Jenny.

Many thanks to Richard for organising this wonderful 
walk.

MIRIMBAH-MT BULLER-HOWQUA RIVER-MT TIMBERTOP 
March 2021
Roy Rossebo

On Saturday morning, after a good night's sleep in the 
Carters Road Picnic Area, we drove to Mirimbah Picnic 
Ground and got ready for the hike up Klingsporn track. 
It was a good track up to Thank Christ Corner where 
we started the off track route up McLaughlin Shoulder. 
This was a bit scrubby and difficult, so it took a while to 
get to the top of Mt Buller, but the views were worth it. 
There were no signs to the Four Mile Spur track, but 
Agajan led us through the labyrinth of ski lifts to the 
start of the track.

The Four Mile 
Spur track was 
quite steep and rocky, and some of the knees were a bit sore when we 
finally came down to the Howqua River. The campsite at Gardiner's Hut is 
great: situated next to the river, and we had a nice camp fire going at 
dinner time. It is worth coming here just for the famous toilet...

We woke up to heavy rain around 2am Sunday morning, and the mood 
went down a couple of notches - the forecast earlier in the week was for 
fine weather the whole weekend. But we had to move on and packed up in 
the rain before walking towards Sheepyard Flat. It was a beautiful morning 
once the rain stopped, and we enjoyed the misty landscape.

To avoid walking on the road, we followed some interesting tracks through 
Howqua Hills before starting the ascent towards Mt Timbertop. Parts of the 
track was very eroded after the recent rain. At lunchtime we met some 
people from Mansfield, and they gave us the latest weather forecast for 
Monday: 15mm rain and strong winds. That made the planned ascent up 
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Buller West Ridge a bit hazardous, 
so we decided to skip the West 
Ridge planned for Monday and walk 
back to the cars after Mt Timbertop. 
What a disappointment! But safety 
first. We can do the missing bit later.

The walk out along Doughty Road 
was uneventful, but loooong. The 
last bit was on a very nice track 
along the river. After a quick freshen 
up, we drove to Mansfield and just 
managed to get some dinner before 
the last restaurant closed. 

A great walk in good company. Many 
thanks to Agajan for leading us safely through the various obstacles! Always a pleasure, and a challenge, to be 
on his walks.

Leader: Agajan Akbari
Walkers: Anita, Ben, Eduardo, Roy

Bears Head Range Sunday walk, Lerderderg Gorge - photos by Ian Mair, Ben McInerney and Geof Martin

Described as a “classic walk” in the 
rugged Lerderderg Gorge, this route 
challenges the nerve, the knees and 
the lungs, but also gives glimpses of 
the wild beauty of this area.
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Upcoming activities

1-5 LOD: Easter at Tanderra Lodge, Mt Hotham Pvt

Sat 3 DAY: Brimbank Park Pvt

Sun 4 DAY: Black Hill, Kyneton & Fryers Ridge, Taradale Bus

Thu 8 TOF: Warrandyte: River & Goldmine circuit Pvt

10-11 PC: Lerderderg Gorge Pvt

Sun 11 DAY: Garden of St Erth-Simmons Reef Car

Mon 12 MTG: Club Committee meeting Pvt

Wed 14 DAY: Long Forest Pvt

Thu 15 DAY: Celebrating 80 years (+1) Pvt

Sun 18 DAY: Serendip Sanctuary & You Yangs Bus

Mon 19 MOF: O’Shannassy Aqueduct, Warburton Pvt

Wed 21 DAY: Lilydale, Mt Evelyn circuit Pvt

Thu 22 SOC: Newport Lakes (train option) Pvt 

E/M

E

E/M&M

E

M

E/M

E/M

E&E

E&E/M

E

E/M

E

Judith Shaw

Maureen Hurley

Richard Long & Theo Mertzanidis

Jopie Bodegraven

Jopie Bodegraven

Christopher Collett

Therese Ryan

Doug Pocock & Jan Llewelyn

Phillip Geschke & Kim Cowie

Graham Hodgson

Richard Hanson

Merilyn Whimpey

23-25 PC: The classic ascent and descent of Mt. Bogong Pvt M/H John Widmer

Sat 24 DAY: Trentham Pvt E Helen Graesser

Sun 25 DAY: Chewton Goldfields
DAY: Lysterfield Lake

Car E/M Stuart Hanham

Wed 28 SOC: The Aussie Camino: Portland, Vic-Penola, SA Pvt Sandra Sisson

April 2021

For detailed preview notes and program updates, please refer to the activities program on our website: 
https://mbw.org.au/mbw_activities/MBW_activities_program.php 
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