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WE ARE A MEMBER OF

General correspondence should be directed to: 

The Secretary
Melbourne Bushwalkers Inc
PO Box 1751
MELBOURNE VIC 3001

www.melbournebushwalkers.org.au 

The News of the Melbourne Bushwalkers Inc (The 
News) is published monthly, and is the official 
newsletter of Melbourne Bushwalkers Inc.

Editor: Deb Shand

Calls for expressions of interest for club activities and 
extended trips, walk reviews, articles, poems, news 
items, photographs of Club events, reports of new 
gear, book/ movie reviews, letters to the editor, 
advertisements, et  cetera are always welcome. 
However, the Editor reserves the right to edit 
contributions where space, clarity or propriety dictate, 
and to maintain editorial consistency. 

Note: photographs should be sent as separate high 
resolution files which are capable of being edited. 

Please send your contributions as unformatted text 
files by email to news@mbw.org.au 

Closing date for receipt of material for The News is the 
21st of the month. 

Advertisements should relate to bushwalking 
(e.g. gear, maps, trips, tours, health and fitness etc.). 
These may be published subject to space availability 
and Editor’s discretion. For current advertising rates 
contact the Editor at news@mbw.org.au 

Next committee meeting: Monday 2 August

Members of the Melbourne Bushwalkers Inc meet on 
Wednesday evenings between 6.30-8.30 pm in the 
club rooms at: 
Mission to Seafarers Victoria 
717 Flinders Street 
Docklands 
Visitors are always welcome!

Due date for contributions to August News: 21 August 
Email: news@mbw.org.au 

Would you like your trip photos featured in the newsletter?           

NEW MEMBERS 
We welcome the following new members:
Peter Heading
Natalie Holman

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR WEDNESDAY 
EVENINGS
Do you enjoy walking with MBW and would you like to share that enjoyment with 
potential new members? If so, please consider joining the small group of volunteers 
who are present in the Club Rooms each Wednesday from 6.30 until 8.30pm to talk 
to people who come in to find out about the Club. A roster is prepared six months in 
advance twice a year with each volunteer offering an evening or two as it suits. For 
further information contact Judith Shaw at judithshaw@protonmail.com

Bushwalking Victoria 

mailto:judithshaw@protonmail.com
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Dear members

Another month that is impacted by COVID-19: cancelled walks, walking 
holidays delayed and social nights postponed. It’s been nearly 18 
months since COVID-19 hit Australia. I hope you are keeping well 
especially those that live on their own, have overseas family and friends 
and whose work has been impacted. The coronavirus pandemic has had 
a profound impact on all facets of society. It's crucial that people take a 
practical approach to dealing with COVID-19 and look after their mental 
health.  Please take special care and connect with MBW members by 
phone. Remember you can get in touch with other members via our 
dedicated members section on our website.

The cancellation of our July social night is a disappointment however be 
assured that we will invite the speaker for another night once it is safe to 
do so. Safety of our members is our priority and is a standing agenda 
item in our monthly committee meeting along with risk management, 
H&S, walks, social activities, and members.  In regards to COVID-19, we 
continue to follow the guidance of the Department of Health, The State 

Government and the Mission to Seafarers. One thing everyone has in common is the importance of vaccination 
to keep people safe and to ultimately end this pandemic. I’m extremely grateful to have had mine and I am 
looking forward receiving my second vaccination later this month. In the meantime, if you are eligible and able to 
access a vaccine, please, get yours as soon as you can.  This will help to keep you, your family and everyone in 
your community safe. And it is how we will reopen the world for travel again.

We advised you in June that our 80th anniversary event was postponed once more as well as our tree planting.   
We have now reserved Sunday 12th December 2021, combining our annual Christmas party with the 
anniversary event. Invite and details to follow soon.  For the tree planting I want to share my ongoing thanks to 
all of you who have donated to date. I am very much looking forward to welcoming you all to the tree planting 
event once it is safe and we have  confirmed a new site with our partner Fifteen Trees to make our MBW 
community tree planting project happen. This event will be open to all members to help to plant our own 500 
trees, engage with the MBW community and enjoy a day out in the environment. Do as much as you want. No 
chain gang here. Fresh air, connect with members, amazing landscape … you get it all. Once we have the new 
date, we will be in touch with you all. 

Just before lockdown 5 started I managed to enjoy a few days on Gadubanud land.  The Gadubanud people 
occupied the rainforest plateau and rugged coastline of Cape Otway in Western Victoria covering the present 
towns of Lorne and Apollo Bay.   The Gadubanud translates as the language of the King Parrot people. The first 
time I enjoyed the area was during the Federation walks event in 2019 that showcased the diversity of walks, 
scenery, landscapes, flora and fauna of the Otways.  The lockdowns show us we need nature now more than 
ever before. Nature is restorative. Seeing and hearing it makes us feel at home. It makes us feel connected and 
happier and I hope we soon can enjoy our beautiful hiking trails and plan for our next trips  such as the 
Federation Walks Event 2021  which is hosted by the combined Gippsland clubs.  This year the event will be a 
unique experience, with an extended weekend of activities for participants to make the most of travelling to this 
remote part of Gippsland.  Join the Gippsland clubs on this adventure in their very special “back yard” - come 
and be inspired.

Keep well and warm. 

Best,  Susanne  MBW President 

https://15trees.com.au/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cape_Otway
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lorne,_Victoria
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apollo_Bay,_Victoria
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MBW LEADER TRAINING: NAVIGATING 
THROUGH LEADER PAPERWORK 

When: Wednesday 18 August, 2021
Where: Melbourne Bushwalkers club rooms, Mission to Seafarers
Time: 7:30pm-8:30pm
Leader: Ian Mair

Come along and complete this unit with our highly knowledgeable webmaster who will take you through some of 
the administration required to lead a walk. Don’t be daunted - most of the hard work has been taken care of and 
all you need to do is click on the right icon to find what you need. 

Ian will cover the following:

• Preparation required prior, at the beginning, during and after walks.
• Walk description and grading, walker registration
• Map and walk notes, transport plans, emergency details, incident reports

NAVIGATION TRAINING
When: Saturday 4 September, 2021
Where: Werribee Gorge
Standard: Easy/Medium
Distance: 5–6 km 
Elevation: 120 m (fluctuating)
Leader: Roger Wyett 
Transport: Car pool 
Werribee Gorge Map Reference: Melway Key Map 7 B5 
Transport costs: Approx. $15 per person 
Time of Return: By 5 pm 

Commencing from the top car park at the entrance to Werribee Gorge at approx. 9.45am. After a short 1.5km 
walk we will undertake the theory aspects in a shed (in case of rain) and then undertake a number of group 

navigation tasks across country to gain experience navigating on a 
bearing, as well as a picking up a few tips and tricks to make 
navigation easy. 

The group will be limited to 6 participants, so all participants will 
have a chance to navigate in a small group, without any pressure, 
as this is all about learning. Please bring a compass (borrow one 
from another club member) and standard day pack, as we will be 
away from the cars all day, but it is likely to be an early finish as 
long as no one gets lost! Car-pooling to be co-ordinated the 
Wednesday prior if COVID free.

Contact Roger if interested: 0409 902 536, rwyett1@gmail.com

mailto:rwyett1@gmail.com
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FEDERATION WEEKEND 2021 - LICOLA
Registration for the 2021 Federation Weekend at Licola Wilderness Village is to commence on Monday 2 
August. The Village is located about 250kms from Melbourne. There are 22 walks on offer that highlight the 
southern section of the Australian Alps showcasing mountain tops, deep gorges, waterfalls and expansive snow 
plains. Choices range from easy to hard day walks and include 3 overnight walks.  The walks will be led by 
members of Ben Cruachan, Strzelecki, Peregrine, South Gippsland and West Gippsland Bushwalking Clubs. Be 
prepared…be ready…know the walks that you want to attend and on Monday click on the “Registration” button 
to register for what will be a great weekend.  Full description of each walk and registration is available at https://
fedwalks.org.au/ 

The all-inclusive package is expected to cost about $260.00 (to 
be confirmed) and covers 3 nights’ cabin style accommodation 
and all meals from Friday night till Monday morning. 

Once your registration has been confirmed please email 
gws@mbw.org.au to advise your 
booking.  It is important that the 
club knows how many members 
are participating.  Please also 
note that registrations close 
Sunday 19 September.  

Issue 845 - August 2021  

PARK CLOSURES DUE TO SEVERE WEATHER
Due to recent storms some sites may be closed due to storm and flood damage, and 
others may be at capacity. Check the park page before heading out.The following parks 
are currently closed (or partially closed) for public safety. More details here: https://
www.parks.vic.gov.au/get-into-nature/safety-in-nature/changed-conditions-and-closures

Eastern Victoria
* Baw Baw National Park (partial closure) including Australian Alps walking track
* Holey Plains State Park (partial closure) including Wattle Track
* Morwell National Park
* Tarra Bulga National Park (partial closure)
* Wilsons Promontory National Park (partial closure) including Sealers Cove walking tracks and Little Oberon 

Bay Track
Greater Melbourne
* Dandenong Ranges National Park (partial closure) including 1,000 Steps - Kokoda Memorial Walk, Olinda Falls 

Picnic Ground, Kalorama Park, and Black Hill Reserve
* Dandenong Ranges Gardens (partial closure) William Ricketts Sanctuary, and R. J. Hamer Arboretum
* Sassafras Creek Nature Conservation Reserve including Perrins Creek Reserve
* Yarra Ranges National Park (partial closure) including O'Shannassy Aqueduct Trail (between Mt Donna Buang 

Road and Cement Creek Road)
Northern Victoria
* Kinglake National Park (partial closure) The Gums Campground, Wombelano Falls and other walking tracks
Western Victoria
* Hepburn Regional Park (partial closure)
* Lerderderg State Park (partial closure) north of O'Briens Road only
* Macedon Regional Park including Harbisons Picnic Area (and Top of the Range Tearooms), Mount Macedon 

Memorial Cross Reserve and Days Picnic Area
* Trentham Falls (Coliban River Scenic Reserve)

-§:=... 
r ........_ 

=----= FedWalks2021 

https://fedwalks.org.au/
https://fedwalks.org.au/
mailto:gws@mbw.org.au
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BTAC UPDATE
An update on what has been happening with the hardworking Bushwalking Victoria Tracks and Conservation 
group and some of the challenges they face in helping to keep our tracks open and safe.

26 - 27 June: Grampians National Park
BTAC volunteers joined David Witham of the Grampians Walking Tracks Support Group over two days to carry 
out minor track clearing maintenance on several tracks near Halls Gap.  Twelve volunteers made the trip from 
Melbourne, Geelong, and Gippsland to participate.
 
31 July - 1 August:  Alpine National Park – Mount Eliza Walking Track
This planned activity is now fully booked, a small crew has volunteered to clear a small 
part of this track.  The track is one of the walks on offer for the Federation Walks 
Weekend event in November.
 
East Tyers Walking Track
Funding was received to reinstate the track. Unfortunately, the recent storms and 
flooding in Central Gippsland have decimated the track. A team from BTAC and local 
Gippsland bushwalking clubs is reviewing the track to identify if it is recoverable. The 
photo shows what remains of one of the repaired log bridges. Another five log bridges 
have been totally swept away. The team will report on the overall condition of the track 
and recommend further action.

Jan’s Hut, Thomson River State Forest
Jan’s Hut, located in the Thomson River State Park is also another 
victim of the severe weather that battered central Gippsland. While 
hidden, the hut is a popular hiking destination for those in the know. 
The hut is either a side trip from the Australian Alps Walking Track or 
an easier route using a logging track in the State Forest. The 
damage was discovered and reported by a BTAC Committee 
member BTAC has offered its services to the Victorain High Country 
Hut Association to support any make-safe or repair works it may 
undertake.

Federation walks – 12-15 November 2021
BTAC volunteers continue to assist the FedWalks organising committee with track work and marking on some of 
the tracks being offered to participants.

Upcoming activities 2021  
10-12 September      Alpine National Park        Chromite Mine to Lake Tarli Karng
October                     Alpine National Park        Mount Wills area
4-5 November           TBA
December                 Tanjil State Forest            Upper Yarra Walking Track  
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COVID-19 leads to growth in bushwalking participation rates
Ian Mair

The ability for Australians to be active in their communities has been interrupted since COVID-19 was first 
confirmed in Australia in late January 2020.

AusPlay, funded and led by Sport Australia, is the only national population survey about participation in sport and 
physical activity. Each year, 20,000 adults aged 15 or over complete the survey.

AusPlay was designed to measure participation changes over the long-term. However, in its latest report 
COVID-19 had disrupted the lives of Australians for over 12 months and AusPlay data was available for the first 
nine of those months – April to December 2020. Activities that were accessible in a COVID-19 environment or 
able to be performed socially distanced experienced increases from 2019 to 2020.

Walking is a main contributor to increases in high frequency participation, The activities below experienced 
statistically significant increases in their estimated number of participants nationally year-on-year which indicates 
a 493,000 increase in adult participation in bushwalking in Australia from 2019 to 2020. The increase has been 
reinforced by the Bibbulmun Track Foundation which has noticed an increase in hikers on the Bibbulmun Track.

Additionally, the top five of these activities have previously been reported in AusPlay within a category called 
‘endurance/health’. When participation rates for endurance/health activities are plotted across 2019 and 2020 by 
quarter, a sustained increase in participation for this category of activities after COVID-19 commenced is evident.

(Source: "Ongoing impact of COVID-19 on sport and physical activity participation - June 2021 update"
https://www.clearinghouseforsport.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/1012846/AusPlay-COVID-19-update-
June-2021.pdf )

ESTIMATED INCREASE IN PARTICIPANTS FROM 2019-2020 
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Candlebark Park - Eltham Lower – Westerfolds Thursday 1 July 2021
Peter Heading

This was my second walk with the Melbourne Bushwalkers 
– an easy 11 kms. I managed to convince my wife Brigitte 
to also come along, so that was extra special. Most of the 
group (a good 50/50 gender mix) were assembled by the 
scheduled time of 10 am, but there was some confusion 
with the start time. Our illustrious leader, Jopie, rocked up 
at about 10.20 am. All was forgiven and the group of 13 set 
out at 10.30 am. The weather forecast was perfect for 
walking.  

One of the benefits of these walks is that you get to see 
things that are so easily missed. I had no idea of the 
beautiful bush that I normally miss when I cycle the Main 
Yarra Trail. An added bonus was that we also got to see 

some of the majestic houses in Templestowe that back 
onto Candlebark Park.

Morning tea was had in Eltham, near the Diamond Valley 
miniature railway. Unfortunately the railway does not 
operate mid-week. Kids (and some bigger kids like me) 
love it.
We had a pleasant lunch by the banks of the Yarra river. 

Jopie had organised a short off-track section which saw 
us scrambling down and then up a steep creek bed. It 
was fairly slippery with the recent rain but we all 
managed it with some assistance.

We also wandered up to the Westerfolds Manor house 
located in the heart of Westerfolds park. It is a magnificent solid brick building and worth a visit if you have not 
seen it before. Once owned by the Turner family from the 
1930’s to the 1960’s, it was then purchased by AV 
Jennings. It was later purchased by MMBW, (now Parks 
Victoria) in 1973 and turned into a restaurant and 
aboriginal art gallery. The restaurant closed in 2013 and 
the site currently lies vacant, awaiting new business 
tenants to develop, refurbish and restore the manor. 

The walk was completed around 2.30 pm, without any 
casualties or missing persons.
Thanks for organising the walk Jopie – it certainly opened 
my eyes to what is on offer in the nearby suburbs.
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Port Campbell Base Camp 2-4 July 2021
Chris Lord

Part of the Great Ocean Road, the Port Campbell National Park is famous for its spectacular cliff and ocean 
views. This area is also referred to as the “shipwreck coast” as many ships came to grief on the hazardous 
shoreline. The high cliffs meant there were few protected harbours for ships to shelter from storms.  Port 
Campbell was one of these, but the entrance is very hazardous in big seas and ships had to “ride out” the storms 
at sea. If the skipper got the navigation wrong then the consequences were almost always fatal. Apart from the 
shipwrecks the area is internationally known for the “Twelve Apostles” and “London Bridge” attractions: 70 metre 
plus sandstone rock stacks jutting out of the ocean created from the erosion of the cliffs by sea and rain.

Accommodation was at the Sow and Piglets Guest House and 
Brewery. This turned out to be an inspired choice by our leader 
Halina. The “brewery” part had initially got my attention, but as 
I drove up from Melbourne into ever darkening clouds and 
heavy rain, I was thinking more about the water proofness and 
heating of the accommodation than the beer! The Sow and 
Piglets turned out to be a delightful place with a very modern 
industrial feel with hanging lights, soft couches and rustic 
tables.

So, to the walking – 10 of us started on Friday afternoon to do 
part of the coastal walks through the Bay of Island Coastal 
Park.  We rugged up in all our wet weather gear and drove to 
our starting point. Despite the weather we were all keen to see 

what the “Shipwreck Coast” had to offer.

Along the track we visited places such as Wild Dog Cove, Falls of Halladale Shipwreck, Worm Bay and Bay of 
Martyrs, The Arch and the Grotto. Walking along the clifftops enabled us to get excellent views of the sheer cliff 
faces, the Apostles and to “sample” the elements as the rain and wind increased significantly near the seashore. 
Huge waves (4-5 metres) added additional drama as they smashed against the base of the Apostles and cliffs, 
shooting cascades of water high into the air.

Returning to our accommodation we were cold and damp but thrilled by the spectacular sights we had 
experienced. The fierce weather with strong winds and 
heavy rain just added to the raw beauty of the coast. We 
assembled in the lounge to reflect on the day, have a few 
drinks and enjoy the delicious homemade pizzas. Our 
host Jerry (Jiri?) worked extremely hard to keep everyone 
fed and watered.

On Saturday, we joined the Great Ocean Walk from 
Princeton with an additional three members. Kangaroos 
sprinting at full speed greeted us as we alighted from the 
cars. Ian cheerfully predicted that we had a 100% chance 
of rain around midday.  I took this as a hint to put on all 
my wet weather gear and be prepared to hunker down. 
Others wisely unleashed umbrellas and ponchos.
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As we walked up the coastal sand hills we took in the stunning views 
and could see the “apostles” appearing along the coast. A wedge tailed 
eagle glided across our line of sight searching for prey below. Reaching 
the Gibson Steps we descended to the beach to view the dramatic 70-
metre-high vertical cliffs and the Gog and Magog limestone stacks.  

We made our way back to the Twelve apostles information centre as the 
rain descended again. Lunch was called under the shelter of the Centre 
and the hot coffees and food helped rekindle the spirits. A beautiful Buff 
Banded Rail visited looking for a free lunch.

After lunch and a car shuffle we headed off to Loch Ard gorge where the 
clipper Loch Ard grounded and sunk on Mutton Island just off the 
entrance. After sailing for three months, unfortunately the ship ran into a 
mist that obscured the Cape Otway lighthouse and the coast. The ship’s 
captain, George Gibbs, tried to sail away from land but was swept back 
onto the reefs and sunk. Only two people survived, Tom Pearce the 
ship’s apprentice (19) and Eva Carmichael (19) one of the passengers.

Inspired by the dramatic events of Loch Ard we pushed on through torrential rain to Thunder Cave. Thunder cave 
is spectacular, with huge waves “thundering” into the rock and exploding up the cliff face.  Previously there was 
an arch here, but it collapsed just as the London Bridge arch did in 1990. The beauty of being here in winter is 
that the huge storm waves add to the drama and with the sensational views you look forward to the next spot.

The weather had wearied some of our group and a vote was taken on who wanted to go to the next highlight. Our 
leader, Halina, was enthusiastic as ever and wanted to push on to the Sherbrooke River outlet. Five of us headed 
off to the river whilst the others headed back to the warmth of the cars or off to the hostel for an early hot shower.

At Sherbrooke River we were treated to spectacular views as huge waves crashed onto the cliffs at the fast-
flowing river entrance. A quick photo was taken and then we sprinted for the cars. Back at the accommodation 
hot (very) showers were secured after which we reflected on a very special day of sightseeing as we dried off our 
gear in front of the fire. A beautiful meal and drinks at the pub rounded off the day.

Sunday came and more heavy showers. Rugged up we were off to explore the cliffs on the first part of the Port 
Campbell Discovery Walk. This is a short walk along paths through coastal heath to the cliff tops overlooking Two 

Mile Bay.  The spot provides wonderful views of Port 
Campbell and back along the coast towards Sentinel Rock 
and the Twelve Apostles. Returning to Port Campbell, Jan 
suggested a coffee break at a local café which was 
eagerly accepted by the group.  Fully refreshed we 
headed off to explore Port Campbell harbour, the pier and 
Sturgess Point.

Thanks to Halina for organising a terrific weekend and for 
keeping us enthusiastic despite extremely challenging 
weather. Top marks for creativity go to Naz who turned her 
garbage bag pack liner into a coat to improve her jacket’s 
waterproofness. Thanks everyone for making this a very 
enjoyable weekend.
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Pyrenees Endurance Walk 25-27 June 2021
Bernadette Harrington

Pyrenees History
This area was first occupied by the Jajowurrong people, 
who knew it as Peerick.  Major Mitchell travelled through 
the region in 1836, followed by pastoralists.  Gold was 
discovered around 1854 with associated mining, slate was 
quarried with the material obtained used to pave the 
footpaths of central Melbourne. Timber harvesting began in 
the 1840’s and continues today. Recently the state 
government identified this as an area to be designated as a 
National Park.

Box-Ironbark forests are dominant on the foothills with 
mixed species stringybark, blue gum and messmate forests 
at higher elevations. The Pyrenees Endurance Walk was 
apparently named because of its length and the steepness 
of some of the hills.  We had a group of 13 hikers ready to 

take on this challenge and excited to be out walking after the recent lockdowns.

Friday
Eleven of us arrived at the Friday night camp near Glenlofty at the beginning of the Hankin Track which would be 
where we would finish our walk on Sunday.  There had been some heavy rains leading up to this walk but we 
were all optimistic for the weekend.  The biggest challenge of the evening was to get a fire started with soggy 
ground and wet wood, but with persistence and calling upon the fire lighting skills amongst the group, we got a 
much welcomed fire to gather around. The night was clear, with a full moon.

Saturday
Woken early by a chorus of kookaburras.

The walk required a car shuttle, so after packing up camp, we headed out in selected cars to drive 45 mins to 
Waterfall Picnic Area, out of Avoca.  Waiting for us were two other members of the group who had driven up from 
Melbourne that morning. We started out around 9.30 with a steady climb of around 2km to the summit of Mount 
Avoca. So despite the low temperature it was not long before stops were required for people to remove layers as 
they heated up.

Morning tea at the top of Mt Avoca (747 mt) the high point 
of the trail, while no views as we were in amongst tall 
trees, there was a helipad and an impressive high tech 
weather station to check out. It continued cool but the sun 
made regular appearance throughout the day, perfect 
walking weather.  The track wove through forest, layers of 
wet leaves and long strips of shed bark littered the 
ground, so care had to be taken as a misplaced foot 
could slip out from under you.

Generally, the track either climbed or descended, up and 
down gullies with only a few sections where that track 
flattened out along ridge lines. Fallen trees were 
scattered throughout, but we only had to detour around or 
clamber over trees blocking the path in a few places. 
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Overall, it was well signed with orange arrows on tall 
pine poles.  As the track wove west it would join dirt 4 
WD tracks for sections before heading off again. 
Following the rain in the days before there was water in 
the creeks, but the crossings were easy.

We were making good time so enjoyed a leisurely lunch, 
sitting on fallen trunks amongst the tall trees, soaking in 
the sun as it made a timely appearance. As we walked 
along we saw many varieties of fungi in amongst the leaf 
litter as well as under and along fallen trees: reds, 
yellows, browns, clusters of dozens of miniature 
mushrooms around 1 cm across.  We passed through 
areas with pink and white heath.  At intervals we would 
hear the raucous call of groups of white cockatoos and 
see them rise off their perches high above disturbed by 
our approach. The track entered a section where there had been fire or burn off, at one point the bull dozed fire 
break had disrupted the track, requiring GPS to help us locate the track once through this area.

Arriving at 3.30 at our destination, Camerons Track campsite, situated at the end of a steep ascent surrounded 
by tall trees.  A cleared flat green area for tents, at one side a view out over a valley to another ridge. There was 
a covered stone shelter with water tank.  This area was already occupied by a small group of 4 WD campers, 
who proved to be very friendly, clearing out the bench area for those of us who wished to make dinner protected 
from the elements. Sharing with us their supply of dry timber and the use of their air blower enabling us to get a 
fire to gather around as the temperature dropped. We had walked around 11.5 km

Sunday
It rained overnight and fog formed in the early hours.  The early morning air was damp, large drops dripping off 
trees onto us and our tents, so most had breakfast in tents before packing up ready to head off at 8.30. The fog 
still hanging around.

The trail continued to follow a series of rugged ascents and descents. Unfortunately, in some sections, dirt bikes 
had used the track, tearing up the soft wet ground making the narrow track muddy, or creating confusion where 
they had veered of the track making other tracks.

The sun began to break through and in sections we were provided with views of green valley floors.  We joined a 
section of the Black Range track walking along the ridge line as it dropped down before our trail headed off to 

continue down to our Friday night campsite and the end 
of the trail.  We had made good time reaching the car 
around 1.30 covering 11.5 km.  

The drivers headed off in the car to the beginning of the 
walk, those waiting for the cars to return sat on logs in 
the sun to eat lunch, taking the opportunity to dry tent 
flies. The consensus was it had been an enjoyable 
winter walk.

Distance: 22km
Total ascent: 1200m
Leader: Ian Mair
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Bostock Reservoir on a chilly Sunday
Annemarie Mulder

The Bostock Reservoir walk makes for a good Sunday car walk – a fast 
hour and a half’s drive northwest of Melbourne with opportunity to 
throw away your coffee snobbery and indulge in a Macca’s coffee and 
factory baked muffin, and hope you dodged the Covid hotspot.

Bostock is a storage reservoir constructed in 1954 across the Eastern 
Moorabool River. It is bordered by the Bungal State Forest, often 
referred to as the Little Forest Hidden spanning only seven square 
kilometres.  A few things you may not have known about Bostock: it’s a 
well-stocked fishing spot for trout, redfin, carp and eels and a great 
family picnic location, though don’t even think about swimming, boating 
and having dogs off lead. It is near the large Moorabool Wind Farm 
which can power 228,000 homes and is a well know ‘dark spot’ where the lack of city lights makes it an excellent 
location for astronomers to star gaze. It has seen a clothes-free bushwalk for a naturist group in early 2002: hat, 
shoes, and sunscreen obligatory. The mind boggles – clearly not an MBW walk!

Seventeen of us gathered on a chilly winter morning ready to stretch our legs.  Although essentially an easy 
walk, our leader Ian would have none of that and ramped up the challenge by adding short cuts, extra loops, 
variation, and fun! The walk divides into easy walking along the reservoir shores, through flat planted pine forest, 
an old concrete aqueduct pipeline, some 4WD roads, up and down the gullies and over rivers. It varied from 
open forest floor to pushing through bracken, over fallen logs and wading through grasses. Heading off track, we 
did a lot of scrambling down the gullies to the Moorabool River, including some bum sliding down rocks, then a 
scramble and grass grabbing back up the other side. And again, and then again.  

The fun parts were the river crossings.  The preview notes advised of two creek crossings, which somehow 
became about five. The funniest crossing demonstrated the independent mindedness of bushwalkers, with 3 
distinct routes and approaches, happening simultaneously. The most intrepid person took the tight-rope-walker-
plus-sitting-bum-shuffle approach across a log, far too 
high above the river for the rest of us. Ian led the main 
battalion and took the let’s-build-a-log-bridge tactic, 
which worked well, almost, only one fall in. The third 
group took the let’s-think-about-this-for a-minute-and-
look-further-downstream approach finding an easy rock 
hop crossing. 

The walk turned out to be about 14.5 km which some of 
us extended with an extra loop to come in just under 
16km. A winter day well spent, with good conversation, 
laughs and obstacles, led well, as always, by Ian.
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Upcoming activities

Thu 5 TOF: Along the Maribyrnong, stage 2 Pvt

6-8 PC: Burchell Trail (Brisbane Ranges) Pvt

7-15 SKI: X-C skiing, Rover Lodge, Bogong High Plains Pvt

Sun 8 DAY: Garden of St Erth - East & West
MNT: Grampians track clearing

Car

Wed 11 DAY: Warrandyte State Park Pvt

14-18 PC: Table Top Track (NT) Pvt

Sun 15 DAY: Phantom Falls-The Canyon-Sheoak Falls Bus

15-1 PC: Larapinta Trail (take 2) Pvt

Mon 16 MOF: Darebin Creek area Pvt 

E

E

E

E/M

M/H

E/M&M

H

E

Rosemary Cotter

Judith Shaw

Doug Pocock & Merilyn Whimpey

Halina Sarbinowski

Margaret Curry

Ian Langford

Halina Sarbinowski & Ian Mair

Jill Allen

Jerry Grandage

20-22 PC: Wilsons Prom: Refuge Cove circuit Pvt E Meredith Quick

Sun 22 DAY: Sardine & Clearwater Creek Car M Christopher Collett

Wed 25 SOC: Off track through the Carr Boyd Range, WA
DAY: Lysterfield Lake

Pvt Ian Mair & Meredith Quick

Wed 18 TRG: Navigating through leader paperwork Pvt Ian Mair

Mon 2 MTG: Club Committee meeting Pvt

Sun 1 DAY: Devilbend Reservoir Car E Wendy Fortington

Thu 26 SOC: Westerfolds Park Pvt E Pearson Cresswell

28-29 PC: Blackwood-Lerderderg Gorge Pvt M Agajan Akbari

Sun 29 DAY: Cumberland River (Lorne) Bus E/M&M Richard Long & Theo Mertzanidis

Sat 28 DAY: Plenty Gorge Park Pvt E/M Jerry Grandage

August 2021

For detailed preview notes and program updates, please refer to the activities program on our website: 
https://mbw.org.au/mbw_activities/MBW_activities_program.php 

Please note: Due to Covid-19 restrictions the activity program is 
subject to change. Please check the website for updates.
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