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WE ARE A MEMBER OF

General correspondence should be directed to: 

The Secretary
Melbourne Bushwalkers Inc
PO Box 1751
MELBOURNE VIC 3001

www.melbournebushwalkers.org.au 

The News of the Melbourne Bushwalkers Inc (The 
News) is published monthly, and is the official 
newsletter of Melbourne Bushwalkers Inc.

Editor: Deb Shand

Calls for expressions of interest for club activities and 
extended trips, walk reviews, articles, poems, news 
items, photographs of Club events, reports of new 
gear, book/ movie reviews, letters to the editor, 
advertisements, et  cetera are always welcome. 
However, the Editor reserves the right to edit 
contributions where space, clarity or propriety dictate, 
and to maintain editorial consistency. 

Note: photographs should be sent as separate high 
resolution files which are capable of being edited. 

Please send your contributions as unformatted text 
files by email to news@mbw.org.au 

Closing date for receipt of material for The News is the 
21st of the month. 

Advertisements should relate to bushwalking 
(e.g. gear, maps, trips, tours, health and fitness etc.). 
These may be published subject to space availability 
and Editor’s discretion. For current advertising rates 
contact the Editor at news@mbw.org.au 

Next committee meeting: Monday 6 September

Members of the Melbourne Bushwalkers Inc meet on 
Wednesday evenings between 6.30-8.30 pm in the 
club rooms WHEN COVID RESTRICTIONS ALLOW 
at: 
Mission to Seafarers Victoria 
717 Flinders Street 
Docklands 
Visitors are always welcome!

Due date for contributions to October News: 21 September 
Email: news@mbw.org.au 

Would you like your trip photos featured in the newsletter?           

New Members 
We welcome the following new members:
Bernardus (Bart) de Lange
Nhung Hoi
Karen Large

Bushwalking Victoria 
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Dear members

Another month that is impacted by COVID-19 - cancelled walks, walking holidays delayed and social nights 
postponed.

I hope you are keeping well especially those that live on their own, have overseas family and friends and whose 
work has been impacted. The coronavirus pandemic has had a profound impact on all facets of society. The 
lockdown may turn your work down to a simmer or bring it to a grinding halt. It may be that work has never been 
better, but your mental health is suffering while you throw yourself into work. You might be feeling the pain of 
separation from loved one’s interstate or overseas. No matter the circumstances, I’m all too aware that this is a 
really, really difficult time for so many of us.  Please take special care 
and connect with MBW members by phone. Remember you can get 
in touch with other members via our dedicated members section on 
our website.

Although we could not meet in person for our August social night it 
was great to see that we were able to provide a virtual experience to 
our members. I hope you enjoyed the presentation.  Pending 
restrictions and guidance of the Department of Health, The State 
Government, and the Mission to Seafarers, we will advise on 
resuming our walks and social activities in September. Our website & 
program is kept up to date so if in doubt please visit the site to get up 
to date information how restrictions are impacting our club activities. 

One thing everyone has in common is the importance of vaccination 
to keep people safe and to ultimately end this pandemic. I’m 
extremely grateful that I am now fully vaccinated. If you are eligible 
and able to access a vaccine, please get yours as soon as you can.  
This will help to keep you, your family and everyone in your 
community safe. And it is how we will reopen the world for travel 
again. 

IPCC Report
Many of you will have seen the IPPC (Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change) news as it dominated the 
news and social channels in the past weeks. There's no denying that the IPCC Report gives a confronting 
update on our situation. Even though I have worked in this space for many years, it was still a mental shock to 
receive the climate change news.

The IPCC’s Sixth Assessment Report represents the most comprehensive report on climate change in the UN’s 
history. In a nutshell, it tells us:

• It is unequivocal that human influence has warmed the atmosphere, ocean, and land.
• Based on the most up to date scientific evidence, it shows that climate change is here, and getting 

worse faster, posing an immediate threat

We all know the magnitude of the problem; we do have solutions at our fingertips! One can feel overwhelmed 
when you see something like the IPCC Report but is important to move this anxiety into positive climate actions. 

Here are my tips, which by no means represent an exhaustive list – share with us what your climate positive 
action is:
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Federation Walks Update 2021 
Bookings for this major bushwalking event, to be held around Licola in Gippsland, 
from 12-15 November, opened on Monday, 2 August, at 8.00 am. By 8.30 am, a few 
walks were already full, then due to very high demand, bookings closed soon after! 
So far, I’ve been informed that 11 MBW members were able to book, but I’m sure 
that others missed out. If you were one of the lucky ones, that I haven’t heard about 
yet, please email me at gws@mbw.org.au and I will add you to our list. By mid-November, we hope that there will 
be no travel or large group restrictions, and also that we’ll be allowed to organize carpooling for the event, which 
is about 250 kms from Melbourne. 

Stuart Hanham (General Walks Secretary) 
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My list of positive climate actions

• Get informed, for example join one of the upcoming climate advocacy sessions. I will be running
sessions in September / October to provide an overview of the science, impact, solutions and
Intrepid’s climate response or read this insight from WRI

• Bushwalking Victoria shared a webinar by GetUp! Which is unpacking the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)'s report, you can listen to the replay here.

• Join the Climate Reality Leadership Corps of activists and learn how to take action by attending a
free online training led by Al Gore and a team of world-renowned scientists, activists, innovators,
and more.

• Move your money to Ethical banks/ superannuation funds
• Get renewable energy
• Fly less - take the train when you can
• Walk / cycle more – use public transport & leave the car at home.
• Compost
• Reduce, Recycle and Re-use wherever possible
• Consume less - buy fewer but better things
• Buy sustainably produced food and goods
• Buy locally sourced, seasonal foods
• Avoid factory farmed and forest destroying meat – go vegetarian/ vegan
• Plant trees & get involved in community projects

Most importantly look after yourself, stay connected with friends & loved ones and spend time in nature. Together 
we can create change.

Keep well and warm. 

Best, Susanne
MBW President 

----------

:::::::-= 
FedWalks2021 

mailto:gws@mbw.org.au
https://www.wri.org/insights/ipcc-climate-report%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank%22%20%5Co%20%22https://www.wri.org/insights/ipcc-climate-report
https://www.crowdcast.io/e/ipcc-report-webinar/register
https://www.climaterealityproject.org/training%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank%22%20%5Co%20%22https://www.climaterealityproject.org/training
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A note from the Sunday Walks Coordinator
Dear Members, 

This is just a short note to introduce myself as the "new" Sunday Walks 
Coordinator.  I would like to thank Brett, Theo and Halina for their past 
service and assisting me in the transition to this role.  I am pleased that we 
had a great response from the leadership crew and the Spring programme is 
ready to go.  They say that we live "in interesting times"!  We do!  It seems 
likely that the Sunday Bus walks will disappear from the program for a little 
while longer.  Please check the program as soon as the restrictions are lifted.  
We have a fantastic webmaster who can publish new walks very quickly.  We 
will immediately publish Sunday walks with small numbers when the rules 
change.  We are committed to keeping you active.  In the meantime, study 
your wildflower, orchid and fungi books and learn a new species every day!  
If you have any suggestions for walks please contact me at any time.  

John Widmer (Sunday Walks Coordinator)John struggling with the challenges 
of his new role in the club

Half year walks report 2021
Once again, no useful comparisons can be made between the first half of this year, with lockdowns in February 
and May/June, and the same interrupted period in 2020. However, here are some During Corona highlights of 
2021:

Highest Attendances 
MOFs: Jan. 18, Braeside Park and Waterways – 13 (1 visitor)
TOFs: Jan. 7, Golf Courses of Kew, Ivanhoe & Alphington – 18
Sunday Bus: Mar. 7, The Oaks – Inverloch – 58 (13)
Sunday Car: Jan. 31, Mt. Macedon - 30 (3)
Wednesday: Mar. 10, One Tree Hill, Ferntree Gully – 16 (2)
Social Walks: Jan. 28, Willsmere Park – Darebin Creek – 14 (1)
Training: Jun. 26, Leader Training – 9
Base Camps: May 4, Lord Howe Island – 13
Pack Carries: May 15, Great South West Walk – 15 (1)
Saturday Explorer: Apr. 24, Trentham – 16 (2)

Special Mentions
Beginners’ Pack Carries: Feb. 27, Beeripmo Track – 13 (1)
Interstate Pack Carries: May 30, Larapinta Trail – 4 (1)
Lodges: Apr. 1, Easter at Tanderra Lodge, Mt. Hotham – 31
Historical: Apr. 15, Celebrating MBW’s 80 years (+1) at Birdsland & Mt. Morton – 25 (3)

Despite Corona restrictions, leading to more walk cancellations and postponements, our coordinators and 
leaders have continued to offer an interesting and varied program. Leaders, such as John Terrell, who persisted 
for a year, to run the fantastic Lord Howe Island trip, must be commended. We look forward to an uninterrupted 
program and the ability to travel far and wide, in the coming Spring and Summer.

Stuart Hanham (General Walks Secretary) 
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Expressions of interest sought: Wild Wabonga 
Cliffs country - Paradise Falls and beyond
Pack carry 17-19 September 2021
Leader: Ray Thomas
This walk will be exploring the wild country between 
Paradise Falls and Lake William Hovell, deliberately 
going off-track to enjoy some of the untouched cliffs, 
ridges and gorges that abound in this landscape. There 
are rocky tops with stunning views across to the alps; 
valleys and gorges with crystal clear streams; whole 
forests of brilliant white-trunked Brittle Gums; and at 
this time of year, masses of stunning wildflowers!!

The walk commences on Saturday morning at Paradise 
Falls, dropping into the valley below, then climbing 
Westwards up the back of a tilt-block to the escarpment 
and its spectacular cliffs. We head SE along the ridge, 
enjoying the wonderful views down into the King Valley, 
from the many lookout points! 

We then follow the dirt roads, heading towards Mt View, and stopping to check out a hidden water fall on the way. 
If there's water here, we have the option of staying for the night, on a flat spot somewhere nearby. (However, that 
would make Sunday's walk a bit longer...) From the waterfall, we follow the road to the divide into the next 
catchment, where we leave the road and head cross country for the final stretch of the day. We head across a 
plateau through some beautiful Brittle Gum forest (a real highlight of the Park), navigating our way down into a 
creek-side camp for the night.

On Sunday morning we climb up the back of another (smaller) tilt-
block, and follow the ridge line W and SW to another spectacular 
cliff line. This is even more spectacular than Saturday's, and we get 
to clamber down a gully to check out the view from the bottom - 
looking up. From here it's plain sailing, heading SW then NW down 
a major spur, and finally crossing the King River not far from the 
wall of Lake William Hovell. Then it's back to the cars a short walk 
away.

The trip is graded M/H due to off-track walking, including the usual 
ups and downs, a river crossing (only knee deep), and some 
scrambling near rocky outcrops to see the stunning views below.

The geology of the area is dominated by massive layers of 
ancient Sandstone-Conglomerate, that have been slowly dissected 
by streams to form a maze of small plateaux and tilt blocks. And the 
bigger streams have cut deeper of course, right down to expose the 
Granites underneath. It's the best place I know of where you can so 
easily see how this has all happened!

Please contact Ray if you are interested in joining him on this walk.
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Get snappy while you walk
Ian Mair

Rubbish in the bush or around 
your local neighbourhood is an 
unwanted eyesore impacting on 
your level of enjoyment while out 
walking. To local Councils it can 
be an expensive problem. For 
example, according to Yarra 
Ranges Council Director of 
Planning, Building and Health it 
costs ratepayers around $200,000 
a year to clear illegally dumped 
rubbish, while around Bendigo, 
Parks Victoria report that in 2019 
alone there were about 150 cases 
of rubbish dumping, including in 
the National Park, Regional Park 
and smaller reserves around the 
city. 

The free App "Snap Send Solve" 
enables users to report Dumped 
Rubbish and a number of other 
community issues such as Illegal 
Parking, Overgrown Vegetation, 
Damaged Pavement and Graffiti, 
in 30 seconds or less. It is an App that I have installed and use. You are guided through the process with easy to 
follow steps. Linked to your location the App provides key information for local authorities to locate and address 
the problem. “Snap Send Solve” do all the work of determining which authority should be notified. All you have to 
do is take the snap and send it in. More often than not the responsible authority will follow up with an 
acknowledgement that your report has been received (providing contact details is optional). Around 220k 
community reports were made in Victoria through “Snap Send Solve” during 2020, with a high level of reported 
user satisfaction.

Now the developers of "Snap Send Solve" have 
launched SNAPtember with a weekly prize of 
$500 to encourage broader community action. 
Every time a Snapper reports the issue of the 
week, they will go into the running to win $500. 
There will be one winner selected each week. The 
accompanying flyer in this copy of The NEWS 
provides details.

Do your bit to clean up the bush (if we can get 
there!) or your neighbourhood. Install the App and 
start snapping. 

Rubbish in the bush - L. Kirkwood

Snap 
Send 
Solve 

iPhone Screenshots 

· O · O 0 

Snap Send Solve IEl 
Report issues to local council 
Snap Send Solve Pty Ltd 

#lSB in Utilities 

* * 1lr * • 41 1, 11..SS: Ri1•"'9i 



Page 8

Noticeboard

Issue 846 - September 2021  

+ 
• • SJ1rl•II Clea• year 

C•••••ityl 

SNAPtember! 
SNAPtember! is a community campaign that will run 
throughout September. 

The goal is to encourage people to report issues in 
their local area to help spring clean communities 
across Australia and New Zealand. 

Let's ensure our neighbourhoods are sparkling as we 
head into the warmer months. 

The campaign 
For each week of September we have designated a 
community focus: 

Week 1: Dumped Rubbish 
Week 2: Graffiti 
Week 3: Overgrown Vegetation 
Week 4: Abandoned Shopping Trolleys 

Every time a Snapper reports the issue of the week, 
they will go in the running to win $500. There will be 
one winner selected each week. 

Get involved 

You can support the SNAPtember! campaign using 
these assets, alternatively contact us if you're 
interested in partnering with Snap Send Solve on this 
campaign. 

• • • • • • • • & • 
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Warby-Ovens National Park receives international recognition
Warby-Ovens National Park has become the first site in Victoria and one of only four Australian sites to be 
admitted to the International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Green List of Protected and Conserved 
Areas – a global standard for nature conservation recognising best-managed sites.

Located between the Victorian Alps and Murray 
Valley on Yorta Yorta Country, Warby-Ovens 
National Park protects three distinct landscapes − 
the granite hills and woodlands of the Warby 
Range, the Box‐Ironbark Forest of Killawarra and 
the River Red Gum forests and wetlands of the 
heritage-listed lower Ovens River. These provide a 
sanctuary for native plants and animals like the 
migratory Swift Parrot and the endangered Carpet 
Python. The national park is a haven for nature 
lovers and offers a wide range of recreational, 
educational, and social opportunities including 
bushwalking, birdwatching, cycling, camping, and 
canoeing.

Victorian Minister for Energy, Environment and 
Climate Change Lily D’Ambrosio announced the 
listing of the park noting “achieving Green List 
certification for Warby-Ovens National Park is a 

testament to the hard work of Parks Victoria and the passionate local community. “Our state has some of the 
most beautiful and accessible parks and open spaces in Australia, which is especially important at the moment.”

The Victoria Government has provided more than $280,000 towards conservation programs to protect the 
environment at Warby-Ovens, and $350,000 through Victoria’s Great Outdoors initiative to improve the camping 
experience at Camerons Bend Campground.

The Park was added to the Green List because of its outstanding natural values, including some of the best 
examples of Box-Ironbark Forest and Riverine Forest and Woodlands in Victoria and world-class governance 
with input from Traditional Owners. Contributions from an engaged local community, improved understanding 
and knowledge through citizen science, and conservation programs that keep the park healthy also contributed 
to the listing.

Sites on the IUCN Green List have 
demonstrated excellence based on a rigorous 
assessment against the IUCN Green List 
Standard of 17 criteria.

Find out more at the IUCN Green List 
website iucngreenlist.org

(Article sourced from: https://
www.ausleisure.com.au/news/warby-ovens-
national-park-receives-international-recognition/)

https://iucngreenlist.org/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
%22
%22
%22
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Lake Eildon National Park - 
Fraser Block 30 July-1August
Therese Ryan

Significant rain each day and three degrees 
overnight: with such a dismal forecast it was no 
wonder I almost withdrew from the walk.  Fortunately, 
I chose to stay in Ian Mair’s group of eight and was 
constantly amazed by the beautiful weather and 
wonderful scenery.

Originally the destination was Barmah NP.  However, 
from Ian’s contact with the Parks Ranger, he learned 
the water flow controls on the Murray River were to 
be opened to allow a major water release. By the time of our walk, it was expected that around half of the 
Barmah NP would be under water.  The decision to relocate the pack walk to Lake Eildon proved to be fortuitous. 

Then Covid group size restrictions forced Ian to ask for 
volunteers to withdraw.  Eventually, with Ian, Halina, Jill, 
Kate, Jeanette, Bernadette, Ros and myself, the circuit walk 
from Wallaby Bay Car Park began on Saturday morning.

Following the gently undulating track to Cook Point and 
School Point there was much opportunity to appreciate the 
lake views.  A side trip to Stones Outstation is highly 
recommended.  The hut has been maintained and it sits on a 
pretty inlet with kangaroos as the main visitors.  Soon after, 
failing to find a well signed intersection and a good track 
meant that an expected short sharp climb became a little 
more challenging straight up the slope. It was, perhaps, 
more interesting!

Mountaineer Creek Camp was delightful: spacious with a water tank, toilet, and fireplaces. After a sunny day it 
was relaxing to enjoy friendly chat over a good fire.  Heavy overnight rain kindly disappeared by morning and 
another sunny day ensued.  Instead of returning back 
up the track and then steeply down to the “missed” 
intersection, Ian led us around Valuation Point to the 
Aird Inlet and Stones Outstation.  A great alternative!

The steady uphill climb to Skyline Road was certainly 
not the flat tracks of Barmah NP!  But in such good 
weather, it didn’t matter.  Blowhard Spur Track then 
offered fantastic views of Lake Eildon and helped us 
ignore the ascents.  A last downhill brought us to 
Merlo Lookout and Wallaby Bay carparks.

Thanks Ian.  It was such an amazing walk, totally 
unexpected!!!
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Putting my body on the line for the Tarkine
Vera Hemkes

Editor’s note: Vera is not a MBW member but kindly agreed to me publishing this evocative story in our News to 
show how ordinary people are working to protect the forests we love so much and depend on for clean air, water, 
and carbon retention as well as bushwalking adventures. Since this story was written, and in response to calls 
from the Bob Brown Foundation and many other ordinary people, the Federal Minister for the Environment, 
Sussan Ley, has called for an Environmental Impact Statement to be provided by the mining company involved, 
MMG, and work has at least temporarily stopped on the building of a tailings dam in the Tarkine Forest. We can 
all play a part in protecting our forests by calling on our MPs to take action and thinking carefully about who we 
vote for at election time.

Imagine, just imagine.  An ancient rainforest where the undergrowth is dense and dripping with a richness of life-
giving oxygen and organic nourishment; a forest that has its origins in Gondwana landscapes.  Massive myrtle 
trees over five hundred years old, hazel pommaderis, towering mountain ash, tree fern forests, an array of fungi 
of every imaginable colour and shape.  The creatures that live peacefully in this forest include the masked owl, 
eagles, spotted quolls, the already endangered Tasmanian Devil; the largest sweet water cray in Australia, to 
name a few. Imagine. Imagine. And then into this forest come the marauders:  huge machinery to knock down 
and destroy and pillage.  Just imagine that.

I think all my years of walking and wandering in wilderness landscapes had given me enormous passion for wild 
places. Of course I was going to go and protect the forests when under threat. And what a stunning experience I 

had, there in the Tarkine forest in Tasmania as part of 
a blockade, helping to defend an exquisite ecological 
wilderness against mining and forestry interests.  

I think the very act of defending a forest is something 
we can all draw on in these challenging times where 
our Federal Government is aligned and overtaken by 
the mining industry and other powerful and wealthy 
entities who I believe are feeling the rumblings of 
change as we inevitably switch from industrial 
revolution fossil fuel based energy sources to a 
renewable and sustainable world. 

So this is how my inspiration to defend the Tarkine all 
came about. For some time, I had begun to feel I had 
to be a part of an environmental advocacy 
movement, so, as a member of the BBF (Bob Brown 
Foundation), I received an email in March asking for 
volunteers to join the blockade in the Tarkine. The 
message was clear. A beautiful temperate rainforest, 
the largest of its kind in Australia, was under threat.  
285 hectares was to be levelled to make way for a 
toxic tailings dam. Can you believe that?

With these thoughts in my mind, I set off. I took the 
car (I intended to sleep in it while in the camp); 
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jumped on the ferry and headed for the coastline of Tasmania and the the BBF camp, not far from the mining 
site. I was a little apprehensive. I’d never done anything like this before, although I had always wanted to. Just 
the unknowingness of it was a little daunting. 

I arrived at the camp headquarters: small and humble house donated to the Foundation. There were lots of 
young people in their 20’s and 30’s with healthy exuberance and outlook. And plenty of folk in my age group.  
I met the campaign coordinator, Scott Jordan, who sat in repose in a small lounge room which acted as meeting 
and congregation space. Scott, previously a mine worker and a local from the region, sat sage-like with a long 
twist of beard and a large frame, comfy shorts and strong bushwalkers’ legs. He spoke little. If he did speak, he 
offered pragmatic wisdom and knowledge. 

In this setting there was a constant movement and cacophony of people bustling about. There was a kitchen 
used to cook masses of vegan food for volunteers; there were tents in the yard where people were camped and 
chairs scattered around fire places. A number of people were set up to sleep in their cars, well padded against 
the cold. People from all walks of life: students, government employees, both federal and local; musicians, 
nurses, doctors, and the retired, to name a few. There were some well-known activists from XR Rebellion in 
Hobart, bushwalkers, and rock climbers.

In the evenings we all met to discuss the roles and functions of the camp.  Security and safety were paramount 
in planning. Extensive direct non-violent action training was provided to all. Young women with pseudonyms like 
Owl and Geo led activities in bright and formative tones. I was in the thick of it. I was eating bowls of yummy 
vegan food, being instructed on how to deal with security guards and police; and given appropriate dialogue to 
use in conversation with authorities. I was inspired by everyone’s passion and good humour in the face of the 
task of defending the forest.

I teamed up with some other women from Tasmania within my age group. Between us, we took on designated 
roles to set forth the following morning to ‘lock on’ to mining machinery, with Terri, a 75-year-old activist from 
Franklin Dam days, to be chained to the machine and the other three acting as support crew. We spent 
considerable time gathering equipment and being reassured and focused on the task at hand. There was quite a 
bit to absorb and we were busy till late in the night. It was tiring.

We were told we had to arrive on MMG Mining land before workers arrived and we set off at 5.00 am the next 
morning in fluoro vests and gear. The four of us took off down the road and soon arrived at the mine site deep in 
the forest. The security guard was there to meet us. As Scott Jordan had said, the roles of activists and 
authorities was already a process and carried on like 
a dance between opposing forces. 

The security guard informed us we were trespassing 
and stood before us; but we walked on silently and 
resolutely through the night with only our head torch 
to guide us along the muddy road.  Despite the pitch 
darkness, we could already feel the presence of the 
huge forest on either side of us; the scent of wild 
eucalyptus was powerful, the imposing aura of it 
lifted our spirits and embraced us as we trudged on.

Upon reaching the machinery we set to work. Terri, 
who was indeed like a terrier, was not satisfied till we 
had hauled heavy chains over her body and under 
the machinery. She clambered in the mud to get the 
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chains in place with a strong padlock.  The chains were then 
attached to a bike lock around her neck. All the preparation was 
intended to make it as time consuming as possible to remove 
chains and delay commencement of work by the mining 
company.

So there we sat. Waiting, making sure at all times that Terri was 
comfortable. She was so Zen, so composed, so determined. The 
sun started to come up and we could make out the outline of the 
large forest: dusky green shades in that first pale light.

That morning, we had three sets of activists at the mining site: 
one group holding up banners on the roadway; our group locked 
on one kilometre into the site; and another group six kilometres further in, locked on to a massive excavator. The 
police had been called and took a couple of hours to arrive.  Given that this is a daily process, they have also 
become more organised and they don’t enter the site until the SES arrive, who are responsible for breaking the 
locks and chains. 

As a group, we all stayed in communication with each other and we had supplies of food for sustenance. It was a 
surprisingly comfortable operation all round. And in our experience, all interactions were carried out in formal but 
respectful ways. 

The police arrive, state the rules and take names and addresses; the mining company makes a speech about 
our trespassing. We, the support team were back in the camp by lunchtime.  Everyone crowded around us to 
celebrate and we were asked to attend a debrief. The whole operation was superbly organised.

There is definitely some exhilaration in the entire experience.  And it spurs people on, to take up more actions.  
At the time I was involved in the Tarkine blockade, the numbers of volunteers was increasing of its own volition. 
And more food came, and more people camped. And more people entered the forest to protect what is our 
forest, our future. The civil disobedience that we had embarked on was a justifiable action to protect the future 
and our ecology for our children and our children’s children. 

This is what we are all striving for. Sometimes it’s easy to lose sight of it as we witness the corruption of 
government and the greedy power of mining interests. And we struggle to meet with politicians or make elaborate 
presentations to those who should be guided by our decisions. We are speaking for a whole generation, perhaps 
the last generation to not be fearful of what climate change may do.

Being in the Tarkine gave us all added strength to continue to fight. Some of us went back to Hobart and 
arranged to paint banners in the BBF offices. A small band of us then took a sign and held it up at Dark Mofo, 
taking the time to talk to people queuing up for tickets to enter the site.  It was great.  We had a petition that we 
recommended for people and distributed materials - it’s all food for thought and it’s all about outreach.

Overall, the strength of my experience lives on with me.  Upon my return to Victoria, I felt enthused to campaign 
harder.  I had a cause that had driven me, I’d linked up with like-minded people, I’d seen a beautiful forest and 
breathed in its most exquisite air. So upon my return to Victoria, I wrote articles, I conversed with other activists 
and made plans for more blockades and outreach activities. 

We need to celebrate even small victories. We need to reassure folk that we as a community are part of the 
change.  That we can bypass politicians who sit in their ivory towers, corrupt and out of step with the 
approaching modern world.
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Upcoming activities

Wed 8 DAY: Plenty Gorge Park Pvt

10-12 PC: Warby Ranges traverse Pvt

Sun 12 DAY: Pyrites Creek Car

17-19 BC: Cumberland River
MNT: Grampians track clearingBC

Pvt

17-19 PC: Wabonga Cliffs country (joint with VMTC) Pvt

18-19 PC: Murrindindi circuit Pvt

Sun 19 DAY: Barwon Heads to Queenscliff Bus

Mon 20 MOF: Cranbourne Botanic Gardens Pvt

Wed 22 SOC: St Kilda Penguin Colony Pvt 

E/M

M

E/M

M/H

E

E/M&E/M

E

Jerry Grandage

John Widmer

Ron Hampton

Jill Allen

Ray Thomas

Rachel Keen

Brett Daniel & David Cash

Michael Murray

Flossy Sperring

Thu 23 SOC: Eltham, Diamond Creek Pvt E Alister Rowe

24-28 PC: Wyperfeld National Park (Base camp option) Pvt M/H John Widmer

Sat 25 DAY: Warrandyte area
DAY: Warrandyte area

Pvt E/M Maureen Hurley

23-26 PC: The Fortress-Mt Thackeray Pvt M Bettina Brill & Angela Vetsicas

Mon 6 MTG: Club Committee meeting Pvt

Sun 5 DAY: Long Forest Reserve Car E/M Therese Ryan

Sat 25 TRG: First aid training Pvt David Cash

Sun 26 DAY: Mt Little Joe summit & river trails Car E/M Jopie Bodegraven

Wed 29 DAY: Woodend Pvt E/M Rose Perich

September 2021

For detailed preview notes and program updates, please refer to the activities program on our website: 
https://mbw.org.au/mbw_activities/MBW_activities_program.php 

Please note: Due to Covid-19 restrictions the activity program is 
subject to change. Please check the website for updates.
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